
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U  ¬  W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

MARCH 18, 2021
MORNING ISSUE

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

AM

Szijjártó noted that a trade deal signed by the European Union and the UK, which has been observed since January, was 

expected to enter into force at the beginning of May. Because of the free trade deal, the non-tariff barriers between the 

UK and the EU place extra costs and burdens on both British and EU-based businesses, Szijjártó said, adding that Hungary 

would do everything it could to ensure that Hungarian companies get the most out of the agreement. The EU and the UK 

are also aiming to work out a new procedure that will make the new form of cooperation manageable, he said. Countries 

that adapt to the new conditions the quickest can gain a competitive advantage, Szijjártó said. Hungary will therefore do 

all it can to ensure that its companies maintain and improve their positions on the UK market, he added. As part of the 

government’s export protection scheme, Eximbank has opened a 590 million euro credit line to help finance bilateral 

business cooperation. Companies could also have access to 15 billion forints (EUR 40.8m) in funding from the EU’s Brexit 

Adjustment Reserve, he said.

Hungary aims to maintain the closest possible cooperation with the United Kingdom 
after Brexit, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in a video on Facebook.
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ITM: HUNGARY 
CONTRIBUTING TO W 
BALKANS DEVELOPMENT

Hungarian businesses and higher 

education institutions are making 

good progress in developing 

innovative solutions that will be 

used to help advance climate 

protection in the Western Balkans, 

the Ministry of Innovation and 

Technology (ITM) has said.  As part 

of a scheme designed to help with 

the development of the Western 

Balkan region and expand export 

opportunities for Hungarian SMEs, 

the government is providing a 400 

million forint (EUR 1.09m) non-

refundable grant to Hungarian 

businesses and higher education 

institutions to develop innovative 

solutions supporting the transition 

to a circular economy, Attila Steiner, 

the state secretary for energy and 

climate policy, said. The scheme 

allows Hungary to meet its 

international climate change-related 

commitments and create jobs in the 

process, he said. The government 

is supporting projects that can 

be used to increase the volume 

of Hungarian investments in the 

Western Balkans, he added.

Applications for the grants offered 

by the ITM’s Western Balkans 

Green Center exceeded the initial 

allocation of funds for the scheme, 

the ministry said, adding that it 

plans to organise another bidding 

process later this year.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
HUNGARY IN CRITICAL 
PHASE OF PANDEMIC 
MANAGEMENT

Hungary is in “the most critical” period 

of its management of the coronavirus 

pandemic, with the country registering 

record caseload and deaths each 

day, the chief medical officer said 

on Wednesday. Health authorities 

are doing all they can to bring down 

the death rate, Cecília Müller told an 

online press briefing of the operative 

board responsible for handling the 

pandemic, noting that Hungary saw 

a record 195 Covid-19 fatalities on 

Tuesday. Meanwhile, hospitals are close 

to reaching full capacity, with 10,284 

Covid patients hospitalised, 1,128 of 

them on ventilators, she said. 

Müller urged the public to observe 

hygiene regulations and get vaccinated. 

“There’s no time to wait; there’s nothing 

to wait for,” she said, emphasising that 

all five vaccines in use in Hungary 

were effective in preventing serious 

complications from the disease. Müller 

said the number of new daily Covid 

cases was expected to keep rising “for 

the next 1-2 weeks”.

HUNGARY RECORDS 195 
FATALITIES, 3,456 MORE 
INFECTIONS 

Fully 195 generally elderly patients 

with co-morbidities died over 

the past 24 hours, while 3,456 

new infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Wednesday. Altogether 1,397,342 

people have been vaccinated in 

Hungary, 406,746 of whom have 

received a second shot, the portal 

said. The number of active infections 

has risen to 156,096, while hospitals 

are caring for 10,284 Covid patients, 

1,128 of whom need respiratory 

assistance. Altogether 44,648 people 

are in official home quarantine, 

and the number of tests stands 

at 4,136,190. Ever since the first 

outbreak, 532,578 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 17,421. Fully 359,061 people 

have made a recovery.

So far, most infections have been 

registered in Budapest (101,710) 

and Pest County (72,823), followed 

by the counties of Győr-Moson-

Sopron (30,626), Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén (29,954) and Hajdú-Bihar 

(28,817). Tolna County has the fewest 

infections (11,701).

HUNGARY GETS ANOTHER 
100,000 DOSES OF 
SINOPHARM VACCINE

Hungary has taken delivery of another 

100,000 doses of China’s Sinopharm 

coronavirus vaccine, Péter Szijjártó, 

the minister of foreign affairs and 

trade, said on Wednesday. The 

consignment has arrived a full 43 days 

before the delivery deadline, allowing 

Hungary to begin administering the 

vaccines that much earlier, Szijjártó 

said in a video on Facebook. The 

minister added that the government 
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cargo plane transporting the vaccines 

will soon depart again to deliver 

hundreds of thousands of more 

vaccines to Hungary from the East. 

“The earlier vaccines arrive, the earlier 

Hungarian doctors can administer 

them to the public, giving more 

Hungarians immunity,” Szijjártó said. 

Altogether 1,397,342 people have 

been vaccinated in Hungary so far, 

406,746 of whom have received a 

second shot.

GOVT TO ISSUE 
IMMUNITY CERTIFICATES 
IRRESPECTIVE OF VACCINE 
TYPE 

Hungarian authorities will issue the 

European immunity certificate to all 

Hungarian citizens inoculated with 

any type of the vaccines licenced for 

use in the country, the government’s 

communications centre (KTK) said in 

a statement. In response to the EU’s 

preparations to roll out a uniform 

certificate across the community, 

KTK said that “right now the vaccine 

is more necessary than a passport” 

and insisted that the vaccination rate 

was low in Europe because “Brussels 

has blundered” with the centralised 

vaccine purchases. “Brussels 

bureaucracy is busy waging a vaccine 

war rather than focusing on supplies, 

while tens of thousands of people 

die each day,” the statement said. In 

its statement, the government centre 

also pledged to inoculate all registered 

Hungarians “thanks to the vaccines 

procured from multiple sources”.

KARÁCSONY: BUDAPEST 
STILL READY TO SET UP 
VACCINATION POINTS

Budapest and several other local 

municipalities continue to be ready to 

set up coronavirus vaccination points, 

the mayor of Budapest said.

In a Facebook entry, Gergely 

Karácsony called on the government to 

“stop fighting and start cooperating”. 

He said there was a need for 

cooperation and expressing sympathy 

for victims of the epidemic, which 

requires that all possible forms of 

help should be utilised to speed up 

the vaccination drive. He asked the 

government to make use of local 

municipalities’ assistance, adding that 

“there is no such thing as opposition 

vaccination or government party 

vaccination”.

HUNGARIAN ARMED 
FORCES GET HUF 130 BN 
FOR DEVELOPMENTS 

Norway is providing Hungary with 

348.5 million euros of financing 

with a view to strengthening 

Hungary’s combat defence 

capabilities through Export Credit 

Norway (ECN) and the Norwegian 

Export Credit Guarantee Agency 

(GIEK), the Ministry of Finance said 

on Wednesday. The credit is tied 

to the 410 million euro NASAMS 

contract concluded by Hungary 

and Norwegian supplier Kongsberg 

Defense and Aerospace AS last 

November. The financing is cheap 

and will help to keep the public debt 

curve favourable while giving the 

country broader debt-management 

foundations, the ministry said, 

adding that the credit framework 

applies within the country’s 

Zrínyi Defence and Armed Forces 

Development Programme, “the 

largest and most comprehensive 

defence programme of the past 25 

years”.

BOCSKOR: EC REAFFIRMS 
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIAN 
HUNGARIANS’ RIGHTS

The European Commission 

has reaffirmed its position to 

support ethnic Hungarians in 

Ukraine in exercising their rights, 

an MEP for Hungary’s ruling 

Fidesz in Transcarpathia, said. 

In a statement, Andrea Bocskor 

said that Josep Borrell, the EU’s 

High Representative for Foreign 

Affairs and Olivér Várhelyi, the EU 

Enlargement Commissioner, sent 

her a letter reassuring her about 

their support after extremist 

Ukrainian website Mirotvorec put 

the Hungarian-Ukrainian MEP on 

a “death list”. “The high-ranking EU 

officials have described the listing 

of the website as unacceptable, 

which not only violates the right 

to the protection of personal data 

but also keeps those listed under 

fear,” Bocskor said in the statement, 

adding that “it also questions 

Ukraine’s responsibility in respecting 
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human rights”. She said Borrell and 

Várhelyi also reassured her in their 

letter that they will continue to 

urge the Ukrainian authorities “to 

remove the content from the site”. 

Bocskor cited the letter saying 

that “the EU expects that Ukraine, 

if it seeks closer integration with 

the EU, must protect the rights of 

minorities, and it is important that 

the country continues to cooperate 

with Hungary.” 

KARÁCSONY BACKS 
INITIATIVE FOR 
HUNGARIANS ABROAD TO 
VOTE BY MAIL

Gergely Karácsony, Budapest’s 

mayor and the co-leader of the 

opposition Párbeszéd party, has 

said he backs an initiative aimed at 

giving Hungarians living abroad the 

right to vote by mail. Karácsony wrote 

on Facebook on Wednesday that no 

one in a political community should 

be made to feel like second-class 

citizens, adding that ties between 

Hungarians who have moved abroad 

and the motherland needed to be 

strengthened.

A foundation headed by 

Gábor Vona, the former leader of 

nationalist party Jobbik, recently 

launched the initiative that asks 

voters: “Do you agree that voters 

with a permanent address in 

Hungary who were abroad on 

polling day be able to vote by mail 

in the parliamentary elections?” 

Currently, the electoral law states 

that Hungarian citizens who are also 

citizens of neighbouring countries 

have the right to vote by mail.

SOCIALISTS CALL ON GOVT 
TO TAP EUR 1 BN IN EU 
WAGE SUBSIDIES

The opposition Socialist Party 

is calling on the government to 

access 1 billion euros in European 

Union funds to complement job-

protection wage subsidies, the 

deputy leader of the opposition 

party said on Wednesday. “Families 

are being ruined by the coronavirus 

epidemic every day,” Imre Komjáthi 

told an online press conference. 

Some 300,000 people have lost their 

jobs thanks to the government’s 

“slow, bungled and tight-fisted” 

wage subsidy measures. He noted 

that Austria was planning a 13th 

month wage and compensation 

for unused official holidays using 

430 million euros. Catering sector 

employees in Austria will also 

receive a 100 euro “tip”, Komjáthi 

said. Hungary, by contrast, is paying 

wage compensation of “only 50%”, 

he said, adding that the net amount 

would only be enough “for people 

to starve to death”. 

HUNGARIAN 
MATHEMATICIAN LOVÁSZ 
A WINNER OF 2021 ABEL 
PRIZE

Hungary’s László Lovász has been 

awarded the 2021 Abel Prize, an honour 

given out by the Norwegian Academy of 

Science and Letters and regarded as one 

of the highest honours in mathematics. 

Lovász has won the honour together 

with Israel’s Avi Wigderson of the 

Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 

US, “for their foundational contributions 

to theoretical computer science and 

discrete mathematics, and their leading 

role in shaping them into central fields 

of modern mathematics,” the academy 

announced in Oslo.

WOMAN STABBED BY 
CHINESE FELLOW PATIENT 
IN HOSPITAL DIES

A woman stabbed by a Chinese fellow 

Covid-19 patient in a Budapest 6th district 

hospital last week died on Wednesday, 

the Budapest police said. According 

to earlier reports, the suspect had 

repeatedly stabbed the woman, who 

was unable to defend herself, causing life-

threatening injuries in the hospital’s Covid 

ward. The man then tried to run out of 

the ward and lightly injured a security 

guard. The suspect is in custody, currently 

undergoing mental tests.


