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Szijjártó said neither government had made the vaccine into an ideological issue and both countries trusted their own 

experts. “Both the Serbian and Hungarian governments paid heed to common sense,” he said. “We set ourselves the single 

goal of protecting the lives and health of our citizens.” Meanwhile, the minister said Hungary is involved in talks on Covid 

passports, adding that these “should not discriminate against anyone”. The validity of passports should not only be based 

on the approval of vaccines by the European Medicines Agency but also on the emergency approval given by national 

authorities. “Hungary wouldn’t accept only one form of approval being recognised...” he said. Answering a question about 

the suspension of AstraZeneca’s vaccine in several countries, Szijjártó said Hungary was also monitoring the effect of the 

vaccine, and its experts would decide on any further steps to be taken. He said both Serbia and Hungary were top of the 

European vaccination rankings thanks to their willingness to buy Eastern vaccines.

The lives of many more Hungarians and Serbs have been saved thanks to Eastern 
vaccines bought by the two countries, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in Belgrade 
after talks with counterpart Nikola Selaković.
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for 30 months

http://hungarymatters.hu/


All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

MARCH 17, 2021
MORNING ISSUE AM

SZIJJÁRTÓ PRAISES 
BILATERAL TIES WITH SERBIA

Hungary and Serbia have 

demonstrated of the past year what 

good neighbourly ties with mutual 

benefits look like, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after talks with Nikola 

Selaković, his Serbian counterpart. 

Hungary’s changing economy has 

been greatly influenced by cooperation 

with Serbia, he said, adding that 

Hungarian companies were now 

making successful investments abroad. 

The government, he noted, has given 

support to six Hungarian companies 

so far for their investments in Serbia 

totalling 13 billion forints. Szijjártó 

also praised Belgrade’s “exemplary 

attitude” towards Serbia’s Hungarian 

community, saying both countries 

regarded Vojvodina Hungarians as a 

resource and a community connecting 

Serbs and Hungarians. The minister also 

noted “a new chapter” in Hungary’s 

energy supply starting in October 

thanks to a 15km interconnector 

over the Hungary-Serbia border, 

completing Hungary’s national 

gas pipeline network. Selaković 

welcomed “extremely good relations” 

between the two governments and 

also between individual politicians, 

contributing to good bilateral ties. 

This year, the sixth Hungarian-Serbian 

government summit will focus on the 

strategic partnership between the 

two countries, he noted. He referred 

to joint projects such as the impending 

construction of the Belgrade-Budapest 

rail line and the renovation of the 

Szeged-Subotica-Baja rail line. He 

thanked Hungary for its help in Serbia’s 

fight against the coronavirus epidemic 

and he also expressed gratitude for 

Hungary’s continued support for 

Serbia’s European integration. The 

two foreign ministers also agreed 

to maintain a joint diplomatic and 

consular office in Santiago de Chile, 

Valletta and Lusaka.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: WESTERN 
BALKANS ‘UNDER DUAL 
PRESSURE’

The Western Balkans are under dual 

pressure, having to cope with illegal 

migration and the coronavirus 

pandemic simultaneously, Péter 

Szijjártó, Hungary’s foreign minister, 

said in Sarajevo.

“It is high time that Europe not only 

talks about helping the Western Balkans 

but also supports it with real action,” 

he said. Szijjártó said that over 10,000 

illegal migrants have accumulated in 

the region, posing a security challenge 

to Bosnia-Herzegovina. Shortage of 

vaccines is another serious problem 

faced by all Western Balkan states but 

Serbia, he said. The minister said that 

Hungary’s support was not limited to 

rhetoric but manifested in actual deeds. 

Szijjártó said Hungary was prepared 

to dispatch a 15-strong police unit 

to patrol Bosnia-Herzegovina’s most 

vulnerable border section to help 

contain the wave of illegal migrants.

Further, the minister handed 

over 40,000 PCR tests to Bosnia as a 

contribution towards efforts to slow 

the spread of the virus. “The centralised 

vaccines procurement system of 

Brussels has proved to be a fiasco, 

with Europe getting much less and 

more slowly than agreed upon. We, 

Hungarians, have only been saved 

by purchases of large amounts of 

eastern vaccines,” he said. Hungary, 

a neighbour to the Western Balkans, 

is fully aware of the need for peace, 

security and development in that 

region. “To this effect, European and 

Euro-Atlantic integration should be 

given a boost,” he said.

EU COURT: HUNGARY AD 
TAX COMPLIES WITH EU 
RULES

Hungary’s tax on advertising complies 

with EU law, the Luxembourg-based 

European Court said. The 2014 

advertising tax law obliges companies 

to pay a levy based on their advertising 

revenue. The European Commission 

had argued that Hungary’s tax, like a 

similar Polish tax which is calculated 

progressively based on sales rather 

than profits, were incompatible 

with common market rules. In its 

justification, the court noted tax 

affairs were in the hands of the 

member states, including sales-based 

progressive taxation. Further, the court 

said the commission had not proven 

that such sales-based taxation was 

discriminatory for certain companies 

or products. The Court of Justice of the 

European Union (CJEU) has annulled 

the decisions of the commission, 
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saying the Hungarian and Polish 

measures were not designed in a 

discriminatory way. It also rejected the 

EC’s appeals brought on the matter.

HUNGARY RECORDS 143 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
4,926 NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 143 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, died 

over the past 24 hours, and 4,926 new 

coronavirus infections were officially 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Tuesday. Fully 1,347,073 people have 

received their first jab, and 399,505 

have been fully inoculated, the website 

said. The number of infections has risen 

to 529,122, while the death toll has 

increased to 17,226. The number of 

recoveries stands at 356,679. There are 

155,217 active infections, while hospitals 

are caring for 9,844 Covid patients, 

1,067 of whom are on ventilators. Fully 

43,553 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of tests 

carried out has increased to 4,122,541. 

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (101,052) and Pest County 

(72,253), followed by Győr-Moson-

Sopron (30,541) Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 

(29,730), and Hajdú-Bihar counties 

(28,683). The county least affected by 

the infection is Tolna (11,614).

HUNGARY TO RECEIVE 
ANOTHER 100,000 DOSES OF 
SINOPHARM JAB ON WED

Hungary will receive another 

100,000 doses of China’s Sinopharm 

coronavirus vaccine on Wednesday, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said. 

A series of deliveries of Eastern 

Covid vaccines in recent weeks 

have allowed Hungary to accelerate 

its vaccination programme, giving 

it the second highest vaccination 

rate in the European Union, Szijjártó 

said. The first 1 million doses of the 

Sinopharm vaccine arrived 20 days 

before the delivery deadline, the 

minister said. After talks between the 

two governments, China has agreed 

to begin delivering the shipments that 

are due to be delivered by the end of 

April, Szijjártó said. A cargo plane is set 

to depart for China within a matter of 

hours, and will return to Budapest 

with 100,000 vaccine doses, he added. 

This shipment, he noted, was being 

delivered 43 days before the deadline. 

The previous consignment of 450,000 

doses of the vaccine was delivered to 

Hungary last Thursday.

MÜLLER: INFECTIONS 
EXPECTED TO GROW 
FURTHER

Hungary’s health-care system is under 

“enormous strain”, with 500 people 

hospitalised yesterday alone and 

1,126 over the past three days, Cecília 

Müller, the chief medical officer, said. 

The amount of coronavirus found in 

waste water indicates that a further 

rise in caseload can be expected, 

Müller told a press conference of 

the operative body responsible for 

handling the pandemic. Meanwhile, 

a shipment of 120,510 doses of Pfizer/

BioNTech vaccine arrived in Hungary 

on Tuesday, planned to be used 

to inoculate elderly citizens and to 

provide second shots. Wednesday 

will see 100,000 Sinopharm vaccines 

arriving, Müller added. Meanwhile, 

the National Public Health Centre has 

concluded the examination of 280,000 

Sputnik V and 450,000 Sinopharm 

vaccines, which are now ready for 

rollout, she said.

UNIVERSITY HEAD: 
CASELOAD EXPECTED  
TO REMAIN HIGH FOR 3 
MORE WEEKS

Coronavirus caseload is expected 

to remain high for another three 

weeks, the rector of Budapest’s 

Semmelweis University told public 

broadcaster Kossuth Rádió. Health-

care services have had to be 

reorganised in all institutions, and 

doctors and other professionals 

have also been reassigned to meet 

increased demand, Béla Merkely said. 

Semmelweis University has increased 

its coronavirus places to 1,200, with 150 

ICU beds, he said. Work is expected 

to be “harder” until “we can take a 

breath” around May, Merkely said. 

Hungary can provide intensive care 

treatment for about 1,000 patients in 

normal circumstances, Merkely said. “In 

wartime, such as we have now, I’m sure 

we can double that number,” he said. 

Merkely said he expected the number 

of ICU patients on a ventilator to hit 

1,400 and decline from there thanks to 

the continued inoculation campaign 
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and a growing number of people 

gaining immunity by recovering from 

the disease. The number of patients is 

extremely high at the moment, and 

a lot of people on ventilators are 40-

50 year olds, he said, noting that new 

pandemic waves usually hit more 

mobile, younger generations harder 

first. Commenting on reports that 

the deployment of AstraZeneca’s 

vaccine has been halted in a number 

of countries in response to blod clots 

causing severe health conditions in 

some recipients, Merkely noted that 

blod clot formation was a known side 

effect of the coronavirus itself. “It’s 

the coronavirus we have to protect 

the public from, not the AstraZeneca 

vaccine,” he said, adding that the 

British serum was an “excellent, 

effective and easily handled vaccine”.

SOCIALISTS REQUEST 
ACCESS TO PANDEMIC 
MANAGEMENT 
DOCUMENTS

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi said he 

was requesting access to government 

documents on the handling of the 

coronavirus pandemic. Ujhelyi said he 

was addressing letters to two ministers 

and the chief medical officer, Cecília 

Müller, saying the government’s actions 

to counter the economic and social 

effects of the coronavirus pandemic 

as well as its vaccine procurement 

were “insufficient”. Ujhelyi, who 

also sits on the EP’s public health 

committee, noted that Gergely Gulyás, 

the prime minister’s chief of staff, had 

published the contracts to purchase 

Chinese and Russian vaccines but 

had neglected to do the same for the 

logistics and delivery of the vaccines 

procured through the European Union. 

Besides access to the government’s 

full inoculation strategy, Ujhelyi also 

requested access to the notes of the 

Hungarian member of the European 

Union’s steering committee set 

up to supervise the EU’s vaccine 

procurement. He said he wanted 

to know the “list of experts who 

compiled the inoculation plan and the 

determined at-risk groups” in order to 

gain an insight into the distribution 

of vaccines in the country. Ujhelyi 

accused the government of putting the 

procurement of the Chinese Sinopharm 

vaccine, an 55 billion forint (EUR 

149.7m) transaction, into the hands 

“of a company with a murky past and 

without a professional background”.

KÖVÉR: HUNGARIANS, 
POLES ‘INSEPARABLE’  
IN DESIRE FOR FREEDOM

The people of Hungary and Poland are 

“central Europe’s inseparable twins in 

their desire for freedom”, Speaker of 

Parliament László Kövér said, addressing 

an online commemoration of Hungary’s 

March 15 national holiday. “To this day, 

freedom-loving Hungarians and Poles 

know which side they belong on,” 

Kövér told the event organised by the 

pro-government Civil Unity Forum 

(CÖF), its associated foundation CÖKA 

and Polish civil groups. “We are on the 

same side to this day, aligning ourselves 

against the disgrace of anti-nation, anti-

family and anti-Christian sentiments,” 

the speaker said. “The sacrifice of the 

freedom fighters who came before 

us and our grandchildren’s faith in 

freedom demands that we protect 

our nations, families, Christian faith 

and our European and national cultures 

rooted in Christianity from aspirations to 

aggressively spread a nihilist ideology 

aimed at tearing apart our societies, 

and their natural component, families,” 

Kövér said. Just as in 1848, freedom 

today in Hungary and Poland refers to 

having a national identity, a democratic 

and independent state and social 

justice, he said.

CÖF-CÖKA founder László Csizmadia 

said that having withdrawn from the 

European People’s Party (EPP) group 

in the European Parliament, Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz was in a position to 

launch a new Christian Democratic, 

conservative grouping committed 

to national values and interests in the 

European Union.

Jerzy Snopek, Poland’s ambassador 

to Hungary, said the revolution of 

1848-49 became a symbol of courage 

and the love of freedom around the 

world, adding that Hungary and 

Poland’s shared struggles had formed 

the foundation of their centuries-long 

friendship. Tomasz Sakiewicz, editor-

in-chief of Poland’s conservative 

magazine Gazeta Polska, said the 

two countries were united in their 

love of freedom and their peoples, 

adding that neither would allow 

“their dreams to be torn apart by 

crazy leftist ideologies”.
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HUNGARY PRESSES FOR 
SPEEDY, TRANSPARENT 
APPROVAL OF NATL RRF 
PLANS

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

European Union member states’ plans 

to use funding from the Recovery 

and Resilience Facility (RRF) should 

be “as transparent and as speedy as 

possible” after an online meeting 

with his EU counterparts. Varga said 

member states must face “a number 

of administrative hurdles” in the course 

of drafting their recovery and resilience 

plans. He added that Hungary has 

finished drafting its recovery and 

resilience plan.

Varga said members states agreed 

at the Ecofin meeting that EU fiscal 

regulations should not be reapplied 

until the average level of economic 

growth in the EU reaches pre-crisis 

levels. He added that applying the 

general escape clause in the Stability 

and Growth Pact may be justified in 

2022, too. He said the Ecofin ministers 

also discussed the progress of 

international initiatives on the taxation 

of the digital economy. Hungary backs 

G20 efforts to resolve the issue based 

on broad compromise, while avoiding 

double taxation, but it continues to 

oppose any international solutions that 

would restrict fair tax competition, he 

added.

HUNGARY CONSTRUCTION 
SECTOR REBOUNDS  
IN JANUARY

Hungary’s construction sector output 

rose by an annual 11% in January, 

returning to double-digit growth 

after nearly a year of contraction 

punctuated by a couple of months 

of modest expansion, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Output 

of the buildings segment increased 

by 10%, while civil engineering 

output rose by 12.8%. Month on 

month, output grew by 7.4% based 

on seasonally and working day-

adjusted data. In absolute terms, 

construction sector output came to 

240.2 billion forints (EUR 653.9m) in 

January, including 155.8 billion in the 

buildings segment and 84.4 billion in 

civil engineering.

CHINESE MAN WHO 
STABBED FELLOW PATIENT 
ARRESTED

A Chinese Covid-19 patient who 

stabbed an anaesthesized woman 

using surgical scissors in the courtyard 

of a Budapest hospital late last week 

has been taken into custody, the 

Budapest public prosecutor told 

MTI. The 37-year-old suspect rushed 

out of the hospital’s Covid ward 

on Saturday afternoon, injured the 

hand of a security guard and then 

repeatedly stabbed the woman, 

who was unable to defend herself, 

in the head and chest, causing her 

life-threatening injuries, Tibor Ibolya 

said. The mental condition of the 

suspect is being examined, he said. 

The prosecutor cited the risk of escape 

and a possible repeat offence as the 

reason for his detention.


