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Whereas Israel is “nearly done” vaccinating its population and the United Kingdom has inoculated 30-40% of its people, 

the average vaccination rate in the European Union stands at 6.8%, the prime minister told public broadcaster Kossuth 

Rádió. “This is a clear indication that something is not right,” Orbán said. “And this is not a political issue or accusation, 

nor any kind of antipathy towards EU or Brussels bureaucrats, but facts. This is how it is: they’ve messed up.” These past 

weeks, the quantities of vaccine shipments ordered by the EU have either fluctuated or were not being delivered at all, he 

added. Asked about plans by Austria, the Czech Republic, Slovenia, Bulgaria and Latvia to convene an EU summit on the 

distribution of vaccines, Orbán said the Austrian chancellor was right to want to discuss the matter. He added that though 

member states had agreed that vaccines would be distributed proportionately, this had not been the case. Had Hungary 

not ordered 3.5 million vaccines from China and Russia, “we’d be in big trouble right now,” Orbán said.

Brussels has “messed up” the procurement of coronavirus vaccines, Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán said, adding that Hungary “would be in big trouble right now” had it not 
ordered more jabs from the East.

ORBÁN CRITICISES EU VACCINE PROCUREMENT
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Chain Bridge illuminated in national colours on March 15 national holiday
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ORBÁN: HUNGARY 
RECOGNISED POTENTIAL 
FOR VACCINE 
DISTRIBUTION WOES 
EARLY

The only reason why Hungary has 

enough coronavirus vaccines “is 

because an alarm went off in our heads 

in November, and we entered into 

talks on [purchasing] other vaccines” 

in addition to those approved by the 

European Union, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said in an interview to public 

broadcaster Kossuth Rádió over the 

weekend. Orbán said Hungary had 

received criticism for this from both the 

Hungarian and international left, when 

its foreign affairs and epidemiological 

experts “should actually be applauded 

for having recognised the trouble 

early on and making timely decisions”. 

Hungary has ordered a total of 13 

million doses of Western and 3.5 

million doses of Eastern vaccines, 

enough to inoculate 16.5 million 

people, Orbán said, explaining that 

Hungary also had to be prepared for the 

possibility of vaccine shortages beyond 

the border. “This way 16.5 million 

vaccines are enough to inoculate the 

global Hungarian population,” he 

added. Orbán also said Hungary was 

developing a coronavirus vaccine of 

its own and building a vaccine plant 

in Debrecen, in the east. Hungary has 

also reached a deal with Israel to build 

a factory in that country, allowing it to 

become self-sufficient when it comes 

to vaccine production in a year’s time. 

He noted that Hungary had access 

to the most types of Covid jabs of all 

countries, adding that it was in the EU’s 

top league in terms of the inoculation 

rate. Concerning the timeline for a 

potential reopening of the country, 

the prime minister said the biggest 

question was whether the vaccines 

currently in use would be effective 

against future mutant variants of the 

virus. “If the answer to that is ‘yes’, 

then we can reopen soon, but if the 

answer is ‘no’ then we find ourselves 

in a completely new situation,” he said.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY SET  
TO FACE HARDEST WEEK 
OF PANDEMIC YET

The coming week is expected to be 

the hardest week of the pandemic in 

Hungary yet, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said in an interview to public broadcaster 

Kossuth Rádió over the weekend. The 

third wave will be stronger than the 

previous two, and the next period will 

be marked by monitoring case numbers 

and whether hospitals have enough 

equipment and staff to weather the 

storm as well as keeping an eye on 

vaccine procurement and the number 

of people registering to get vaccinated, 

Orbán said. “The night is always darkest 

before the dawn,” he said. Orbán said 

he will hold a video conference with “all 

hospital directors” on preparations to 

meet the onslaught. 

On the topic of Hungary asking 

for help from abroad, Orbán said: 

“We seem to be doing fine, and likely 

to help out others ourselves.” In 

proportion to its population, Hungary 

has the most ventilators in Europe, 

“and possibly the most hospital beds 

too”, he said. He noted a government 

decree published on Saturday under 

which senior medical students can 

be deployed to serve in hospitals 

during the emergency. He said the 

government had a plan in place on 

transferring doctors and nurses from 

certain regions to other, worse-hit 

places if necessary. Although left-

wing parties keep slamming Hungarian 

health care, “our doctors are strong 

and committed, and the nurses are 

doing their utmost. I think we will pull 

through,” Orbán said. Meanwhile, 

the number of those registered for 

inoculation has reached 3 million, 

with those over 60 registering in large 

numbers, the prime minister said. 

Since that age group is particularly 

vulnerable, they will be brought to the 

top of the list even if they registered 

late, he added.

Orbán rejected as “sly lies” reports 

that Hungary’s inoculation campaign 

was one of the least effective among 

European countries. The vaccines in 

storage will be administered within 

the next days or are warehoused to 

serve as the second vaccine for people 

who have already received the first, 

he said. The number of days elapsing 

between the two vaccines is “the 

subject of professional discussion” and 

depends on the vaccine in question, he 

said. The matter will be decided on the 

basis of the consensus of international 

experts, he said. On the pricing of 

vaccines, Orbán said Hungary “would 
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have paid more if necessary, because 

it was a matter of preserving lives.” The 

political left’s tendency to politicise the 

inoculation campaign at a time when 

people’s lives are at risk is a “morally 

unacceptable low point,” he said.

GULYÁS REQUESTS 
PUBLICATION OF EU 
VACCINE CONTRACTS

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, asked European 

Commissioner Stella Kyriakides in a 

letter on Friday to facilitate publication 

of the European Union’s agreements 

with coronavirus vaccine producers and 

the timeframe of vaccine shipments. 

In his letter, published on Facebook, 

Gulyás said that Hungary’s vaccination 

programme was being implemented “in 

a disciplined and scheduled manner”. 

He noted that Hungary was using 

Chinese and Russian vaccines, too, and 

over 1.2 million people had received 

their first shots. He wrote that in order to 

maintain public trust, the government 

had published its agreements with 

Russia and China, including details of 

volume and shipping schedules, but 

added that “this information is not 

available for Hungarian citizens in the 

case of vaccines procured by the EU”. 

He insisted that the “Hungarian public 

is entitled to be fully informed about 

the content of the contracts, especially 

about the delivery schedule”. Gulyás 

said the Hungarian government was 

“convinced that in these difficult times, 

all decision-makers must act with the 

greatest possible responsibility and care, 

not only at national but also European 

level ... we have to work closely together 

and support each other”.

HUNGARY RECORDS 131 
COVID FATALITIES, 7,706 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 131 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, died 

over the past 24 hours, and 7,706 new 

coronavirus infections were officially 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Monday. Fully 1,334,595 people have 

received their first jab, and 398,962 

have been fully inoculated, the website 

said. The number of infections has risen 

to 524,196, while the death toll has 

increased to 17,083. The number of 

recoveries stands at 354,817. There are 

152,296 active infections, while hospitals 

are caring for 9,300 Covid patients, 

1,008 of whom are on ventilators. Fully 

45,605 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of tests 

carried out has increased to 4,104,415. 

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (100,074) and Pest County 

(71,373), followed by Győr-Moson-

Sopron (30,299) Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 

(29,662), and Hajdú-Bihar counties 

(28,493). The county least affected by 

the infection is Tolna (11,487).

KARÁCSONY CALLS 
FOR ‘SUBSTANTIAL’ 
CONSULTATION ON USE  
OF EU RECOVERY FUND

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

called on the government to conduct 

“substantial” consultations with local 

authorities on the use of the European 

Union’s coronavirus recovery fund, 

and accused the government of 

“violating European law and ignoring 

Budapest citizens”. Hungary is slated 

to receive 5,472 billion euros of the 

EU’s Recovery and Resilience Facility 

(RRF), set up to offset the fallout from 

the coronavirus pandemic. Hungary 

is required to submit its plans on 

using the fund to the EU by the end 

of April. Karácsony said the Budapest 

municipality had been “fighting for 

months” to engage in “meaningful 

dialogue” with the government on 

the recovery fund. Such cooperation 

is also requested under relevant EU 

regulation, he said.  The government 

has so far only published a “superficial, 

empty document a mere 13 pages 

long ... that does not reveal how it 

plans to spend the funds equivalent to 

a quarter of Hungary’s annual budget”, 

Karácsony said. The Budapest council 

has already submitted its comments 

on the document, stating that they did 

not see it as fulfilling the participation 

requirement of the EU, Karácsony 

said. The municipality is also sending 

another document to the government, 

detailing the areas and projects it 

would support to boost Budapest’s 

sustainable development, its “green 

relaunch” and to rehabilitate its social 

care services which had been “frayed” 

by the pandemic, Karácsony said.

Balázs Fürjes, the state secretary 

responsible for the development of 

Budapest and its suburbs, responded 

in a Facebook post of his own that 
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the government was “flummoxed” by 

Karácsony’s “unexpected attack”. Talks 

on the recovery fund are ongoing, in 

the spirit of an agreement between 

Karácsony and the prime minister’s 

chief of staff, Gergely Gulyás, and 

continued this past week with 

Deputy Mayor Ambrus Kiss while the 

mayor was in quarantine, Fürjes said.  

Fürjes insisted that the Association 

of Budapest District Authorities, 

headed by Karácsony, had received 

the government’s plans on the use of 

the recovery fund months ago. The 

government proposed to channel 

over 3,000 billion forints (EUR 8.2bn) 

to Budapest, with 500 billion forints 

for development, innovation and 

higher education, he said. A further 

1,500 billion would go towards 

developing transport in Budapest 

and its suburbs, and 500 billion to 

health-care development, he said. 

The development of green areas would 

get 180 billion, he added. Fürjes called 

on Karácsony to “set aside political 

differences and work together for the 

city”.

DK: HEALTH PERSONNEL 
WITHOUT NEW CONTRACT 
SHOULD BE ALLOWED  
+TO WORK

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on the government to 

allow health-care personnel who have 

not signed a new contract establishing 

their new legal status to continue 

working in a special status until the 

end of the coronavirus pandemic. 

By amending the law on the legal 

status of health-care personnel, the 

government “has driven more than 

4,000 workers away from hospitals” in 

the middle of the third wave of the 

pandemic, DK lawmaker Lajos Oláh 

said. DK is calling on the government 

“not to endanger the lives of even 

more people” by “giving up 4,000 

workers”, he said. The health-care 

sector needs all of its workers, Oláh 

said, proposing that the government 

should find a way to continue 

employing those workers who have 

not signed a new contract. “The new 

contracts can be worked out after the 

end of the pandemic,” he added. Oláh 

said even the presence of one or two 

additional doctors in a given unit could 

save lives at this point. “These 4,000 

people are badly needed, especially 

now that hospitals are reaching 

capacity,” he said.

SOCIALISTS CALL  
FOR DIRECT GRANTS  
FOR SMES

The opposition Socialists on Sunday 

called for direct grants and the 

extension of the loan moratorium 

for SMEs to mitigate the damage 

caused by the coronavirus pandemic. 

Lawmaker László Szakács told an 

online press conference streamed on 

Facebook that rather than offering 

loans, the government should 

provide non-refundable financial 

support to SMEs. He insisted that the 

funds for such a step were at hand. 

Szakács accused the government 

of providing such support only to 

“oligarchs” close to the government. 

The Socialist politician also called on 

the government to extend the loan 

moratorium, which was introduced last 

spring and is slated to expire in July, 

until SMEs can pay their debt “with 

absolute certainty”. He also proposed 

that the tax authority refrain from 

auditing “members of the hospitality 

industry still on their feet” for the time 

being. “Generosity would probably 

save jobs and companies in this 

situation,” he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
BACKS EU OPERATIONS  
IN SAHEL

Hungary supports the European 

Union’s military operations in the 

Sahel region of West Africa and is 

tripling its number of troops taking 

part in the mission, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said on Facebook. 

Hungary proposes that the EU should 

make its operations in Sahel one of 

its most important missions in Africa, 

Szijjártó said. He noted that the EU’s 

Portuguese presidency had convened 

a meeting of the bloc’s interior and 

foreign ministers. “The key issue 

remains the same: migration should 

be stopped rather than managed,” the 

minister said. Szijjártó said this was only 

possible through partnerships. The 

EU must continue cooperating with 

Turkey as well as the Western Balkan 

and North African countries, he said. 

The minister added that Sub-Saharan 

Africa would be one of the main places 
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of origin for migrants in the future. 

“Therefore we must do everything we 

can to prevent the emergence of new 

migration waves from that region,” 

Szijjártó said. He highlighted the EU’s 

operations in the Sahel region, praising 

France for its efforts in the mission so 

far and expressing Hungary’s support.

GOVT OFFICIAL HANDS 
OVER AID TO CROATIA 
EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

Tristan Azbej, state secretary in charge 

of the Hungary Helps programme, 

handed over 5 container homes and 

household equipment to victims of 

recent earthquakes in Sisak, central 

Croatia. The Hungarian government 

“stands up for innocent victims, 

whether of persecution or natural 

disasters” through the programme, 

Azbej told MTI by phone. The state 

secretary said that a large number 

of companies as well as private 

individuals had made donations to 

help people impacted by the disaster. 

Central Croatia was hit by 5.2 and 6.3 

magnitude earthquakes on Dec 28-29, 

killing seven people and injuring 28.

ORBÁN CONGRATULATES 
IOC PRESIDENT  
ON RE-ELECTION

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

congratulated International Olympic 

Committee President Thomas Bach on 

his re-election. In his congratulatory 

letter, Orbán expressed Hungary’s 

appreciation for Bach’s work in 

connection with the Olympic Games 

and sports in general, assuring the 

IOC chief of the country’s continued 

support. Orbán also praised the 

committee’s so-called Olympic 

Agenda 2020 reform package, saying 

he was convinced that the reforms 

and the new regulations concerning 

the organisation of the Olympics 

would open up new opportunities 

for cities “with big and brave dreams”. 

Orbán said this summer’s Tokyo 

Olympics would be a symbol of “our 

joint victory” over the coronavirus 

pandemic. The prime minister also 

assured Bach of Hungary’s continued 

commitment to sports.

ORBÁN: ONE 
GENERATION’S COURAGE 
EMPOWERS THE NEXT 

One generation’s courage and ability 

to hold its own is what gives strength 

to the next generation, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said in a video message 

marking Hungary’s March 15 national 

holiday. March 15 is not just a day of 

remembrance, but also one to be 

thankful, the prime minister said. “It 

was not just the Hungarians of 1848-

49 who held their own, but we also 

drew strength from their courage in 

1956 and later in 1989-90,” he said. “This 

is how the nation is built,” Orbán said. 

“One generation’s courage and ability 

to hold its own is what gives strength 

to the next generation.”

“Today, the situation is the same,” 

he said. “Not only do we have to save 

lives and contain the pandemic, but 

we also have to set an example for our 

children and grandchildren through 

our successful management of the 

pandemic and our courage to hold our 

own, so that if they find themselves in 

trouble, they have something to look 

back on…”

Meanwhile, in a letter to Hungarians, 

the prime minister said the revolution 

sends the message that “the power 

to improve our lives is always in the 

hands of those who are able, willing 

and courageous enough to lift up the 

Hungarian nation.” 

“It is with this faith and courage that 

we must pull through once again, as 

we face a renewed wave of an attack 

by an invisible enemy,” he said. On 

March 15, “the day of the birth of 

Hungarian freedom”, the Hungarian 

cockade, a ribbon rosette of the 

national colours, “symbolises our 

proud remembrance of our heroes, 

who in the spring of 1848 lit the flame 

of Hungarian freedom…” Orbán said. 

“This flame has been burning bright 

across Europe ever since, fuelled 

by millions of Hungarians from 

generation to generation from this 

side of the Carpathians and beyond.” 

Over the past centuries, Hungarians 

have learned “that freedom is not 

an ideology, but that rather we have 

a blood-earned right to use our 

language, nurture our unique heritage 

and organise our lives in accordance 

with our own mentality”, he said.

Orbán said the heirs to the soldiers 

of 1848 were the tens and hundreds 

of thousands of doctors, nurses, 

scientists, law enforcement officers and 
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others going to work and doing their 

job every day in spite of the threat of 

the pandemic. “They are warriors who 

are fighting this campaign tirelessly 

so that we can get our lives back and, 

together with the peoples we live 

with, continue building the home of 

all Hungarians, the Carpathian Basin, 

once the virus has passed,” the prime 

minister said.

ÁDER URGES UNITY 
‘AGAINST COMMON 
ENEMY’ IN NATIONAL 
HOLIDAY SPEECH

“In the face of danger, we become 

dependent on each other, and our 

own safety depends on the safety of 

others,” President János Áder said in a 

speech marking Hungary’s March 15 

national holiday in front of Parliament. 

“Are we capable of coming together 

even stronger than before against 

a force that threatens our lives and 

freedom and brings pain and death 

into our community?” the president 

said. “Will we put out the fire of the 

pandemic with the simple decision 

to get ourselves inoculated, or will we 

remain victims, waiting helplessly for 

a miracle?”

“The struggle becomes personal 

when trouble is knocking on our 

own door,” he said. “We cannot face 

emergencies alone,” Áder said. “But 

revolutions and wars of independence 

may not be enough on their own for 

us to recognise this.” Quoting 19th-

century Hungarian poet János Arany, 

the president said: “… we must fight. 

But … is it not more admirable to 

fight gloriously for our cause than 

to surrender to the enemy …?” Áder 

said Hungary’s civic transformation, 

“the greatest undertaking in modern 

Hungarian history”, would only be 

successful if Hungarians considered 

it personal to them. “If freedom is an 

everyday experience, if it becomes 

meaningful and comes under threat, 

people are prepared to make sacrifices 

for it,” Áder said.

The president spoke after the 

national flag was hoisted with military 

honours in front of Parliament. The 

single central event of this year’s 

national holiday was followed by only a 

few people in Kossuth Square. Like last 

year, all other state commemorations 

were cancelled due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

The revolution and freedom fight 

was part of a series of uprisings in 

Europe in 1848. On March 15, citizens 

of Pest gathered in front of the 

National Museum and demanded 

independence from Habsburg 

rule. Hungary’s first independent 

government with Count Lajos 

Batthyány as prime minister approved 

a reform package called the April laws. 

Later, the uprising grew into a war of 

independence, stifled by Austria and 

Russia in late 1849.

KARÁCSONY CALLS  
FOR ‘GENTLE REVOLUTION’

Hungary’s divisions must be healed 

and a “gentle revolution” is needed, 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said in a video message marking 

the March 15 national holiday on 

Facebook. “To do this, we need to 

close the chapter on the past thirty, 

including the last ten years,” the 

mayor said. Hungary has become two 

separate countries because it has been 

systematically torn in two, Karácsony 

said. “We can see, hear and feel it on 

our skin.” This was done using the old 

method of ‘divide and conquer’, by 

pitting half the people against the 

other half, for it is always easier to find 

enemies than solutions,” he said.

“If we allow them to continue pitting 

us against each other ... if we do not 

join our strengths but keep dividing 

it, we will end up getting weaker and 

weaker,” Karácsony added. Today, the 

main common wish of the public is to 

put an end to this extreme division, 

the mayor said. Perhaps it is also a 

public wish to follow the guidance of 

the great figures of 1848, who knew 

that national sovereignty and social 

progress did not mutually exclude, 

but mutually reinforce each other, 

he said. Karácsony said politics must 

change and the change required a 

revolution. “Not the violent kind, but 

a gentle revolution.” The new chapter 

written by the gentle revolution should 

be about the 99%, not the privileged 

1%, he said. 

OPPOSITION MARKS 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY  
IN JOINT MESSAGE

Hungary’s opposition parties posted 

a joint message titled “Let there be 
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peace, liberty and concord!” on their 

Facebook pages on the occasion of 

the March 15 national holiday, citing 

the 12-point list of demands of the 

Hungarian revolutionaries of 1848. 

Speaking first in the video, Ágnes 

Kunhalmi, co-leader of the Socialist 

Party, said the past 173 years showed 

that every generation in every 

society must again and again fight 

for democracy. Máté Kanász-Nagy, 

the co-leader of LMP said that “when 

the nation is not free, what matters is 

not what makes us different from each 

other but what connects us”. 

“Our common task now is to set 

aside our minor disagreements and 

differences so that together we can 

take up the gauntlet thrown before us,” 

Párbeszéd MP Bence Tordai said. Anna 

Orosz of Momentum said that in the 

future of Hungary there was no place 

for censorship, silenced newspapers 

or radio broadcasters because where 

the press is not free, the nation cannot 

be free either. “We will not be free 

without an independent judiciary, 

prosecutor’s office and police,” MEP 

Márton Gyöngyösi of Jobbik said, 

adding that everyone should be equal 

and nobody should be above the law. 

Hungary should be a country “where 

being European does not only mean 

that we live on this continent but also 

that we are not worth less than any 

other European, whether it’s about our 

pay, our pension, our schools or our 

hospitals,” said Olga Kálmán, on behalf 

of the Democratic Coalition.

SEPARATED BANGLADESHI 
SIAMESE TWINS RETURN 
HOME AFTER TWO YEARS

Rabeya and Rokaiya, a pair of 

Bangladeshi Siamese twins 

conjoined at the head who were 

successfully separated by a team 

of Hungarian doctors in 2019, 

have returned to their hometown 

after two years, the Foundation 

for Defenceless People said. After 

their separation in August 2019, 

the twins lived with their parents 

and sister for 18 months at the 

Dhaka Central Military Hospital. 

For both children, a minor plastic 

restorative intervention on the 

soft tissues is expected to be 

performed by the foundation’s 

plastic surgeons in a year’s 

time. Rokaiya and Rabeya were 

separated in a 33-hour operation 

organised by the Foundation for 

Defenceless People in August 2019 

in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in what 

was the third step of a series of 

procedures dubbed “Operation 

Freedom”. The first phase, including 

groundbreaking work to separate 

the blood flow of the brains, was 

conducted by a Hungarian team led 

by István Hudák in Bangladesh in 

August 2018. Preparatory surgery to 

separate the twins was performed 

in Hungary in January 2019. The 

marathon operation in Dhaka in 

August was carried out by a team of 

35 Hungarian doctors and assistants 

led by neurosurgeon András Csókay 

from Budapest’s Honvéd Hospital.


