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Orbán said on Facebook he had spent 24 hours in Israel and referred to “important talks”. He said he had witnessed signs 

of life restarting after the epidemic, including open terraces and restaurants and the return of economic life. This, he said, 

was achieved thanks to Israel’s successful vaccination drive. Orbán said that with the highest rate of vaccinated citizens, 

“the Israeli state is the world champion” in the fight against the pandemic. “We, too, would like to achieve a prestigious 

place in Europe” but this requires getting vaccine supplies and citizens wanting to overcome the difficult situation, which is 

only possible with the help of registration and vaccination, he added. “This is the lesson of the Jerusalem trip,” Orbán said.

Fully 1,229,827 Hungarians have received at least their first jab by Friday, while the country recorded 9,011 new cases and 

130 fatalities in the past 24 hours. The number of infections has risen to 498,183, while the death toll has increased to 16,627.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said registering for the coronavirus vaccination was the 
“only way forward out of the current difficult situation”.
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SZIJJÁrTÓ DIScUSSES 
EU INTEGraTION WITh 
GEOrGIa cOUNTErParT

Hungary is committed to 

supporting Georgia’s European 

Union integration “with deeds as 

well as words”, Hungarian Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said after 

meeting his Georgian counterpart, 

David Zalkaliani, in Tbilisi. He told 

a press conference that Hungary 

was dedicated to the EU Eastern 

Partnership programme in which 

Georgia plays a key role and considers 

it the best tool for strengthening the 

EU. Unfortunately, the EU is gradually 

losing its economic and political 

powers on a global platform and 

this process should be reversed, he 

said. The only way to reverse this 

trend is to speed up enlargement 

and find new partners, he added. 

Szijjártó said Georgia was one of the 

best candidates for this. Hungary 

has deployed “integration experts” 

to Georgia, while 13 Hungarians also 

work in the EU’s monetary mission in 

the country, Szijjártó said. Hungary 

will continue to fund those efforts, 

he said. Hungary is “glad to support” 

Georgia’s aim to submit an accession 

application to the EU in 2024, and 

welcomes Georgia’s making the first 

steps towards EU integration, the 

minister said. Georgia can count of 

Hungary throughout the integration 

process, he added, noting Hungary’s 

“vigorous support” of the Caucasian 

country’s NATO membership.

Szijjártó expressed appreciation 

of Georgia’s participation in the 

fight against terrorism, especially 

considering that per capita Georgia 

has the highest participation from a 

non-NATO member country in the 

NATO mission in Afghanistan. Hungary 

has gained much from economic and 

trade cooperation with Eastern partner 

countries, he said. Despite a 9% drop 

in global trade last year, Hungary 

managed to increase its trade balance 

by 50 million dollars, or 9%, last year, 

he added. Hungarian companies have 

performed successfully in Georgia, 

with pharmaceuticals Richter and Egis 

being among the first ten companies 

there and Wizz Air being a market 

leader in air travel, he said. Joint 

research and development are under 

way in defence, and Hungarian experts 

are involved in the modernisation of 

the water network in Georgia’s second 

largest town, Szijjártó said. Eximbank 

has provided a 140 million dollar credit 

line to advance company relations 

between Hungary and Georgia. The 

minister noted that energy supplies 

have always been a key issue in central 

Europe, and the creation of a southern 

gas corridor has offered an important 

opportunity to diversify gas services, 

he said. It is clearly in Hungary’s interest 

that gas from the Caucasus should 

be able to reach central Europe, 

and Georgia plays an important 

role in the southern gas corridor as 

a transit country, he added. There is 

also willingness for cooperation in 

nuclear physics research between 

the Budapest technical university and 

the university of Tbilisi, he said. Last 

year, some 262 students from Georgia 

applied for Hungarian scholarships and 

Hungary offered the opportunity to 

study for 108 students, he added.

EBrD aDOPTS NEW 
cOUNTrY STraTEGY  
FOr hUNGarY

The European Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development (EBRD) has said 

its board approved a new country 

strategy for Hungary, setting out 

priorities for the period 2021-2026. The 

EBRD said it will “pursue support for 

productivity improvements, through 

innovative financing and green 

investments as strategic priorities” as 

well as “provide temporary support, 

as needed, for the country’s recovery 

from the coronavirus pandemic”. 

“The [EBRD] will continue to focus on 

developing capital markets and on 

opportunities to deploy equity and 

innovative investment products and, 

where appropriate, will seek to address 

inclusion and governance issues. There 

will be a clear focus on supporting 

projects in the areas of resource and 

energy efficiency, decarbonisation 

and renewable energy,” it added. The 

EBRD has invested close to 3 billion 

euros in Hungary through 190 projects 

since 1991. The new country strategy 

said GDP growth in Hungary was the 

strongest among its peers over the 

past five years. “Between 2014 and 

2019, the average GDP growth rate 

reached 4.1% in Hungary, significantly 

above the average growth rate of 3.3% 
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seen in the other CEB economies,” 

the EBRD added. Hungary registered 

the strongest GDP growth in the CEB 

region, at 4.6% in 2019, the report 

said. Overall, investment level was the 

highest in the region in 2019, at 28.6% 

of GDP, substantially above the CEB 

average of 21.5% of GDP, it added. The 

EBRD said it expected the Hungarian 

economy to return to growth this 

year, after recession caused by the 

coronavirus epidemic. It added that 

the EBRD plans to focus its activities 

in Hungary on areas where the country 

is still facing transition gaps.

hUNGarY rEcOrDS 130 
cOrONaVIrUS FaTaLITIES, 
9,011 NEW INFEcTIONS

Fully 130 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, died 

over the past 24 hours, and 9,011 new 

coronavirus infections were officially 

registered, while 1,229,827 people had 

received their first jab by Thursday, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said. The number 

of infections has risen to 498,183, while 

the death toll has increased to 16,627. 

The number of recoveries stands at 

346,904. There are 134,652 active 

infections, while hospitals are caring 

for 8,718 Covid patients, 949 of whom 

are on ventilators. Fully 48,677 people 

are in official home quarantine, while 

the number of tests carried out has 

increased to 3,992,790. Most infections 

have been registered in Budapest 

(94,770) and Pest County (66,969), 

followed by Győr-Moson-Sopron 

(28,666) Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 

(28,110), and Hajdú-Bihar counties 

(27,320). The county least affected by 

the infection is Tolna (10,996).

LMP caLLS ON GOVT  
TO VaccINaTE TEachErS, 
SOcIaL WOrKErS

The opposition LMP party has 

called on the government to “make 

corrections” to the vaccination plan, 

prioritising the inoculation of teachers 

and social care workers. LMP co-leader 

Máté Kanász-Nagy told an online press 

conference the vaccination plan was 

“scant on details and flawed”. It is 

still unclear “who will be vaccinated 

and when” and workers of essential 

institutions were being left to wait, 

he said. Kanász-Nagy added that 

schools, kindergartens and social care 

facilities -- places where members of 

the community congregated -- were 

virus hot spots. Teachers should 

be inoculated during the school 

lockdowns between March 8 and 

April 7, he said. Similarly, although all 

social sector employees are on the 

frontline of the protection efforts, 

only employees of residential homes 

have been vaccinated, Kanász-Nagy 

said. The LMP politician also called 

on the government to raise wages in 

the sector and to expand the 500,000 

forint (EUR 1,360) salary supplement 

granted for health-care workers last 

year to the social services sector. 

Meanwhile, Kanász-Nagy called on 

the public to accept the vaccine when 

offered as the only way to stop the 

pandemic.

DK: WaGE SUBSIDIES  
IN hUNGarY LOWEST  
IN EU

Hungarians received the lowest level 

of wage subsidies in the European 

Union last year, the deputy leader of 

the opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) told an online press conference. 

Referring to a recent European 

study, László Varju, who is also head 

of parliament’s budget committee, 

said that while in Croatia every other 

employee had received a central wage 

subsidy, and in Austria this applied 

to every third employee, Hungary 

was “at the very bottom of the list”. 

Varju insisted that the Hungarian 

government had “failed to manage 

the crisis” and had “left Hungarians 

behind”. He said DK demanded that 

the government reimburse small 

and medium-sized firms 80% of their 

revenues lost in 2020 and 80% of 

wages to laid-off employees.

hUNGarY JaN 
INDUSTrIaL PrODUcTION 
DrOPS 6.7% Yr/Yr

Hungarian industrial production 

dropped by an annual 6.7% in January, 

according to a second estimate issued 

by the Central Statistical Office (KSH). 

Working-day adjusted data show 

production fell by an annual 2.8%, 

while seasonally and working-day 

adjusted output edged up 0.2% 

month on month. Manufacturing 

output, which is dominant within 
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Hungarian industry, grew by 7.2%, 

while energy industry output was up 

7.1%. Vehicle manufacturing saw the 

steepest drop, by 27.5%, mainly on the 

back of factory shutdowns caused by 

the global semiconductor shortage. 

Output of computer, electronics and 

optical products grew by 8.6%, while 

production of food, beverages and 

tobacco dropped by 5%. The volume 

of industrial exports fell by an annual 

5.1%, with vehicle exports down 27.2% 

and exports of computer, electronic 

and optical products up 6.4%. 

Domestic industrial sales shrank by 

3.7%, while those in manufacturing 

fell by 8% from January last year.

chaIN BrIDGE cLOSED 
TO PEDESTrIaNS DUrING 
rENOVaTION FrOM WED

Budapest’s landmark Chain Bridge 

will be closed to pedestrians until the 

completion of its renovation, starting 

next Wednesday, scheduled in 2023, 

the Budapest transport centre BKK 

said. The bridge will also be closed to 

car traffic from mid-June, BKK said. Bus 

services over the bridge will be free of 

charge between Clark Ádám Square 

and Széchenyi István Square, it added. 

The bridge is planned to be reopened 

for vehicles in December 2022 and 

the entire revamp is scheduled to be 

completed in August 2023. During the 

upcoming weekend, from March 13 to 

March 15, the bridge will be reserved 

for pedestrian crossings only.

MOL, PaNNÓNIa 
UNIVErSITY TO BUILD hUF 
30 BN ScIENcE ParK IN SW 
hUNGarY

MOL-PE Circular Economy Science 

Park Nonprofit, set up by Hungarian 

oil and gas company MOL and the 

University of Pannónia (Veszprém, 

western Hungary), will build a 30 

billion forints (EUR 82.0m) innovation 

and research centre in Nagykanizsa, 

southwest Hungary, the Ministry of 

Innovation and Technology said. 

The project company will build 

the facilities on an area of 18,000 

sqms in Nagykanizsa. The aim is 

to create world-class research and 

development infrastructure in 

Nagykanizsa and Veszprém based on 

the university’s knowledge base and 

MOL’s management and professional 

knowledge, the statement said. The 

park’s planned R&D projects focus on 

technologies such as circular waste 

management, renewable energies 

such as the hydrogen economy, 

battery reuse, and sustainable water 

management.

Oszkár Világi, MOL’s Executive Vice 

President for Innovative Businesses and 

Services, said it was a key pillar of MOL’s 

updated strategy to become a key 

participant in the region’s low-carbon 

circular economy. MOL will spend 310 

billion forints over the next five years 

on boosting the circular economy, he 

added.


