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“This is a great moment,” Viktor Orbán said, standing on the airport tarmac next the cargo plane that made the delivery. 

“Hungary has received vaccines for another 450,000 people, saving them from the disease and possible death,” Orbán 

said in the video posted on Facebook. The prime minister appealed to Hungarians to register for the vaccine. “This is a 

good vaccine; I was inoculated with it.” Orbán added that if the vaccines now delivered were administered in the days to 

come, Hungary would remain in the European vanguard in terms of the inoculation rate. Orbán, who was vaccinated on 

Feb. 28, said Hungary was not “competing with other European nations. We want to defeat the virus ... and save as many 

Hungarians as possible.”

Hungary’s seniors will receive their coronavirus shots by Easter “depending on the number of those registered”, the prime 

minister’s chief of staff told a briefing. Gergely Gulyás said the elderly were the age group with the highest ratio of people 

who have registered for the jab. Several hundred thousand of them are still unregistered, however, he noted.

The 450,000 doses of Sinopharm vaccine which arrived in Hungary on Thursday will 
keep Hungary in Europe’s top league in terms of the coronavirus inoculation rate, the 
prime minister has said.
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China’s Xu Yinming and Hungary’s Nikolász Iliász, fencing in the Gerevich-
Kovács-Kárpáti sabre competition, a part of the World Cup series
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GULYÁS: hUNGarY haS 1 
MILLION chINESE VaccINE 
DOSES

Hungary had so far received a total one 

million vaccine doses from China, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff, Gergely 

Gulyás, told a regular government 

press briefing.

Gulyás called on “the left and 

[Democratic Coalition leader] Ferenc 

Gyurcsány” to stop making “anti-

vaxxer statements” and end their 

related signature drive. “Those who 

refuse to be vaccinated because of 

that may even die,” he warned. Gulyás 

added that “the opposition also has 

responsibilities, and the vaccine 

mustn’t be politicised”.

So far, 1.15 million Hungarians 

have received the first jab, while 

327,000 are fully inoculated, Gulyás 

said. The Hungarian population’s 

vaccination rate is second highest 

in the European Union, he said. 

Gulyás said that 11.3% of Hungarians 

had received at least the first jab, 

compared with the EU average 

of less than 7%. He insisted that 

Hungarian health services were 

inoculating 0.6% of the population 

a day, compared with 0.2% in the EU. 

“Therefore the Western press cannot 

help reporting the success of the 

Hungarian vaccination programme,” 

he said, citing a German report 

referring to the “extreme speed” of 

inoculation in Hungary. Some 3.2 

million Hungarians, less than 50% of 

the population, have registered for 

vaccination, Gulyás said, adding that 

a 60 or 70% ratio would be desirable.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said that 

the government would make 

its contracts on procuring the 

Sputnik V and Sinopharm vaccines 

available for the public within a 

day, and called on the European 

Union to allow publication of 

European Commission contracts 

too. Brussels, he said, had “banned” 

publication of those contracts, 

adding that he had turned to the 

commissioner in charge of the 

matter to allow member states to 

make the EC’s vaccine contracts 

also publicly available. He said that 

“many countries are much further 

ahead with their own purchases” 

and insisted that “everybody 

has the right to know” details of 

the European contracts such as 

conditions and timing. If disclosing 

those dates “does not harm the 

interests of China or Russia, it will 

not harm interests of the EU, either”, 

he said.

On the subject of the country’s 

vaccination plan Gulyás said: “The 

Hungarian government will be able to 

have everyone vaccinated in the first 

half of the year,” and would therefore 

order vaccines for the second half 

“only if absolutely necessary”. The 

vaccines contracted so far would 

suffice to inoculate one-and-a-

half times the entire population of 

Hungary, he said. “We have ordered 

everything slated to arrive in the 

first half of the year, and passed on 

some [vaccines] which would only be 

delivered in the second half, especially 

towards the end of the year,” he said, 

adding that the EC’s “claims” on the 

issue were “untrue and therefore 

unacceptable”.

Gulyás said some 60-70% of the 

population, or around 5 million 

people, would have to be immune 

to the coronavirus for Hungary to 

achieve herd immunity. Currently, 

8,329 people are hospitalised with the 

virus, with forecasts expecting that 

number to top 10,000 in the coming 

weeks, putting the health-care system 

under enormous strain, Gulyás said. 

There are currently 13,244 free beds 

and 1,918 free ventilators in Hungarian 

hospitals, Gulyás said. The decision 

of the National Hospital Directorate 

to order health-care staff to relocate 

to hard-hit hospitals ensured that the 

necessary staff are also at hand, he 

said. Hungary currently has over 7,000 

vaccination points, with a capacity 

to inoculate up to 500,000 people 

in a single weekend, Gulyás said. He 

added, however, that there are not 

enough vaccines at hand to fulfil that 

potential. All deliveries are examined 

by experts ahead of distribution, 

and all approved vaccines are then 

administered to the people straight 

away, Gulyás said.

Commenting on the price of 

vaccines, Gulyás said Sputnik V cost 

19.9 US dollars, or 17 euros, for both 

doses. Two doses of the Chinese 

Sinopharm vaccine cost 63 euros, 

he said. The vaccines available in EU 

procurement are “somewhat cheaper, 

some by a little, some by a lot,” he said, 
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repeating that the EU should make the 

prices publicly available. Hungary has 

also commissioned 4,360,000 doses 

of the one-dose vaccine produced 

by Johnson and Johnson, Gulyás said.

OrBÁN: EFFEcTIVE 
GOVErNaNcE ‘KEY 
TO SUccESS’ IN FIGhT 
aGaINST PaNDEMIc

Effective governance is key to fighting 

the coronavirus pandemic successfully, 

Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said in Jerusalem. Orbán met his Israeli 

counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu and 

Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babiš in 

King David Hotel to focus on efforts to 

halt the pandemic.

Orbán said he visited Israel in order 

to form an understanding of how 

that country had become a “world 

champion” in the fight against the 

pandemic and how Hungary could 

follow its example. He praised “the 

living friendship” between Hungary 

and Israel, and noted that two-way 

trade had continued to increase 

-- even last year when global trade 

plummeted by several points.

Orbán noted the two governments 

had promoted an Israeli investment 

project to manufacture ventilators 

in Hungary. “We have learned that 

in times of a pandemic it is better 

to be a supplier than a buyer,” he 

said. Orbán said today’s world was 

full of uncertainties, referring to the 

widespread view that the global 

community would be facing a series 

of pandemics.

Netanyahu proposed that Hungary 

should participate in international 

efforts to establish facilities in 

Israel for the development of new 

vaccines and medications. The sides 

agreed that Hungary would join the 

Israeli initiative to introduce “green 

certificates” for those who have been 

vaccinated against the coronavirus.

hUNGarY, POLaND 
chaLLENGE EU IN cOUrT 
OVEr FUNDING LINKED TO 
rULE OF LaW

Hungary and Poland have filed a suit 

in connection with the mechanism 

in the European Union budget that 

links EU funding to the rule of law, 

the European Court said. The bloc’s 

budget and post-pandemic recovery 

package approved in December 

contains a clause linking funding 

to observance of the rule of law, 

penalising member states that misuse 

EU monies. Accordingly, the European 

Commission can recommend suing 

a member state. Thereafter, the 

European Council decides over the 

course of 1-3 months how to proceed 

regarding abuses of fundamental EU 

values in relation the management 

of EU funds. Meanwhile, the final 

beneficiaries of the funds are granted 

access to the monies they are entitled 

to.

Hungarian Justice Minister 

Judit Varga said the conditionality 

mechanism “seriously infringes 

legal certainty”. “As we promised 

last year, we are challenging the rule 

on conditionality before the Court 

of Justice of the European Union, 

together with Poland,” she said.

hUNGarY rEcOrDS 172 
cOrONaVIrUS FaTaLITIES, 
8,312 NEW INFEcTIONS

Fully 172 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, died 

over the past 24 hours, and 8,312 new 

coronavirus infections were officially 

registered, while 1,149,557 people had 

received their first jab by Thursday, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said. The number 

of infections has risen to 489,172, while 

the death toll has increased to 16,497. 

The number of recoveries stands 

at 344,267. There are 128,408 active 

infections, while hospitals are caring 

for 8,329 Covid patients, 911 of whom 

are on ventilators. Fully 49,302 people 

are in official home quarantine, while 

the number of tests carried out has 

increased to 3,955,994. Most infections 

have been registered in Budapest 

(92,872) and Pest County (65,206), 

followed by Győr-Moson-Sopron 

(28,090) Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 

(27,571), and Hajdú-Bihar counties 

(26,883). The county least affected by 

the infection is Tolna (10,829).

SZIJJÁrTÓ: hUNGarY 
TO cOOPEraTE WITh 
ISraELI FIrM ON TEST KIT 
PrODUcTION

Hungary will expand cooperation with 

a partner Israeli company to include 

the production of coronavirus testing 
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kits in Hungary, Péter Szijjártó, the 

minister of foreign affairs and trade, 

said. Because of the likely emergence 

of new virus mutations and uncertainty 

as to how long immunity lasts after a 

person has been vaccinated, demand 

for quality test kits is expected to 

remain high, Szijjártó told MTI from 

Jerusalem. The Israeli firm in question 

started manufacturing “cutting-edge” 

ventilators in Hungary last spring, 

Szijjártó said, adding that Hungary 

has now acquired capacities for the 

production of another important 

component in the fight against the 

pandemic.

Ec SUPPOrTS 
TraNSParENcY OF 
VaccINE cONTracTS

The European Commission supports 

the transparency of framework 

agreements signed with vaccine 

manufacturers, the representative 

office of the EC in Hungary said. 

The office reacted to remarks by 

Gergely Gulyás, the prime minister’s 

chief of staff, who told a regular 

news conference earlier in the day 

that Brussels had “banned” the 

publication of vaccine procurement 

contracts by member states. Gulyás 

added that he had turned to the 

commissioner in charge of the 

matter to allow member states to 

make the EC’s vaccine contracts 

publicly available. In response, 

the EC office in Budapest said 

the publication of contracts was 

not in the EC’s gift, and this was 

only possible with the approval of 

contracted partners.

The EC has contacted the companies 

and asked for their approval to 

make the contracts available to the 

public, and three of six framework 

agreements have been published, 

blanking out confidential business 

details, the statement said. They are 

contracts signed with AstraZeneca, 

CureVac, and Sanofi-GSK, it added. 

The EC is not permitted to make public 

contract details about the planned and 

projected volume of shipments, the 

office said.

Commenting on untapped 

shipments of Moderna vaccines, 

Gulyás told the press conference that 

“we ordered everything that is due to 

arrive in the first half year but we did 

not make orders for those shipments 

available in the second half year, 

especially towards the end of it.” In 

response to this issue, the EC office 

said it had not received any questions 

by the media and would not provide 

any information to the media about 

potential orders of Moderna vaccines 

from Hungary.

The EC, in cooperation with 

member states, aims to ensure 

that Europeans receive secure and 

effective vaccines and to significantly 

speed up supplies, the statement 

said. As a result, an extra four million 

doses of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 

will be supplied to member states 

in March and the volume of vaccine 

shipments will be several times higher 

in the second quarter than in the first, 

it added.

DK UrGES GOVT TO 
cONSIDEr aPPLYING FOr 
INTErNaTIONaL aID

Hungary needs more doctors and 

nurses to tend to Covid patients, the 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK) 

said, calling on the government to 

turn to the international community 

for aid. The number of hospitalised 

Covid patients and people on a 

ventilator is now higher than at any 

other time during the pandemic, 

DK spokesman Balázs Barkóczi 

told an online press conference. 

Several hospitals are full-up, he 

said. “Reserves are depleted,” he 

said, adding that even though there 

may be a surfeit of equipment, there 

were not enough doctors and nurses 

to operate it. “Hungary’s health-

care system has reached its limits,” 

Barkóczi said. “Now’s not the time 

for government self-praise or false 

victory reports.”

In some hospitals, he said, doctors 

had to decide which patients to put 

on a ventilator based on their chance 

of survival. “A responsible government 

does not worry about saving face 

instead of applying for international 

aid,” he said. Saving lives must be the 

only priority without considerations 

of “prestige, pride, or popularity”, he 

added.

In response, ruling Fidesz said that 

the “anti-vaxxer opposition is once 

again attacking the ones involved 

in defence and stirring up distrust 

in vaccines”. “[Ex-premier Ferenc] 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu5

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Sándor Végh (Duna)

March 11, 2021
MOrNING ISSUE AM

Gyurcsány’s party is prepared to 

endanger the life of Hungarians to 

come to power,” it said.

NO WINNEr DEcLarED 
IN TENDEr FOr FOrMEr 
KLUBrÁDIÓ FrEQUENcY

Hungary’s top media authority closed 

a tender for the 92.9 MHz frequency 

in Budapest formerly used by private 

broadcaster Klubrádió without 

declaring a winner. Even though 

Klubrádió was the sole bidder for 

the frequency, its offer was rejected 

for failing to comply with several 

requirements, the communications 

directorate of the Media Council 

of Hungary’s National Media and 

Communications Authority (NMHH) 

said in a statement. Citing public 

company records, it argued that 

because the station popular with 

opposition listeners had a history of 

“illicit business operations”, a petition 

for the compulsory winding up of the 

company could be launched at any time 

under the corporate regulations in force.

The council also pointed out several 

errors in Klubrádió’s programme plan. 

It said the plan failed to comply with 

“the fundamental requirements of 

radio broadcasting” and contained 

anomalies which “cannot be 

accepted in the case of any bid”. The 

council argued that under Hungary’s 

media law and the principle of equal 

treatment, it could not overlook the 

errors in Klubrádió’s bid.

Last month, the Budapest Municipal 

Court rejected a legal challenge by 

Klubrádió against a decision by the 

NMHH not to renew its licence. The 

court said that under the relevant 

law, the Media Council had no room 

to consider Klubrádió’s appeal due 

to “repeated offences” committed 

by the broadcaster. Last September, 

the NMHH announced that it would 

call another tender for the 92.9 MHz 

frequency, as it was not renewing 

Klubrádió’s licence due to its violations 

of the media law.

MINISTEr: JUSTIcE 
MINISTrY’S VIcTIM 
SUPPOrT caMPaIGN 
rEachES 1.5 M PEOPLE

The justice ministry’s victim support 

campaign has so far reached 1.5 

million people through various 

social media platforms, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said on Facebook, 

highlighting a video podcast series 

called Ordinary Stories which presents 

the most common cases of how 

people become victims. Varga shared 

the latest episode of the podcast 

focusing on human trafficking and 

exploitation. “Few would think, but 

the phenomenon of slavery still 

exists in modern societies as a form of 

human trafficking and exploitation,” 

she said, noting that the campaign 

was set to continue.

TraDE VOLUME 
cONTracTS IN JaN

Hungary’s trade volume contracted 

in January after expanding in 

the previous months, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. In a first 

reading of data, KSH said exports 

fell by 5.5% to 8.755 billion euros, 

after rising for four months in a row. 

Imports dropped by 10.4% to 7.925 

billion euros, after two months of 

increases, KSH said. The trade surplus 

came to 830 million euros for the 

month. KSH will publish a second 

reading of the data on March 29.


