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On Tuesday, the media outlet sought to cast doubt over the success of Hungary’s strategy of procuring vaccines from 

the East, writing that the Russian Sputnik V vaccine accounted for less than 3% of Hungary’s vaccine supply, while China’s 

Sinopharm made up around 32%. Hungary is in second place in the European Union ranking in terms of vaccinations per 

capita, with 11% of the population having been vaccinated compared with the EU average of 6%, Zoltán Kovács said on 

Facebook. Hungary, he added, was right to have refused to toe the European Union line on vaccines, instead procuring 

jabs on its own, giving it access to five types of vaccines instead of just three. “Many in Brussels are obviously annoyed by 

Hungary’s results,” Kovács said. He noted that 1,107,791 people have received their first jab, while 317,906 people have had 

both inoculations. Of the 2.1 million available vaccines in Hungary, 1.4 million have already been administered and more 

than 530,000 doses will be used this week, the state secretary added.

Contrary to Politico’s claims, Hungary’s vaccination programme is among Europe’s most 
successful, the state secretary for international communication and relations has said.

KOVÁcS haILS hUNGarY VaccINaTION STraTEGY
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the Day of Szekler Freedom
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SZIJJÁrTÓ: GOVT 
PrOMOTING hUNGarIaN 
ParTIcIPaTION 
IN KaraBaKh 
rEcONSTrUcTION 

The Hungarian government is 

supporting the participation 

of Hungarian companies in 

reconstruction efforts in the Karabakh 

region, Péter Szijjártó, the minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, said after talks 

with Azerbaijani counterpart Ceyhun 

Bayramov in Baku. Szijjártó said his 

Baku talks were also held as part of 

preparations for an agreement under 

which Hungary is set to purchase 

natural gas from Azerbaijan from the 

mid-2020s. Meanwhile, stating the 

Hungarian government’s position, 

he said the international community 

should “respect Azerbaijan’s 

sovereignty and integrity within 

internationally recognised boundaries”. 

“We have always promoted that 

position and advocated it openly, 

unlike some,” he added. Szijjártó said 

he hoped Azerbaijan would soon 

have “a period of peace and calm” 

and its reconstruction process could 

be completed quickly and successfully 

so that people earlier forced to leave 

their homes could return.

The minister is being accompanied 

by the heads of six companies with 

experience in road, rail, and general 

construction, farming and agricultural 

infrastructure, water management 

and lighting technology, which 

could take crucial roles in Azerbaijan’s 

reconstruction projects. Hungary’s 

Eximbank is providing a 100 million 

dollar credit line to promote such 

ventures. 

Szijjártó noted he met Azerbaijan 

President Ilham Aliyev, who briefed him 

on plans for major investments in his 

country over the next two and a half 

years. Participation in those projects 

would help Hungarian companies tap 

into a well of huge potential, he added. 

The minister, meanwhile, said that 

Hungary, as president of the Council 

of Europe’s Committee of Ministers 

from May, would pay special attention 

to promoting long-term peace in the 

region and assist refugees returning 

to their homes. 

Concerning gas supplies, Szijjártó 

said that Hungary would have a 

physical link to the Southern Gas 

Corridor through an interconnector 

between the networks of Greece 

and Bulgaria as well as a pipeline 

between Hungary and Serbia, to be 

completed before the end of 2021. 

It is in Hungary’s interest to buy gas 

from Azerbaijan via that route, he said. 

Azerbaijan is working to increase its 

natural gas production, facilitating the 

purchase of large amounts of gas “from 

the middle of the decade, but more 

likely from 2023-24 on”. Talks between 

Hungary’s energy company MVM and 

Azerbaijan’s oil company SOCAR are 

under way with legal groundwork 

for an agreement before Azerbaijan’s 

production volume can meet such 

purchases, the minister added. Szijjártó 

congratulated Bayramov on signing 

an agreement with Turkmenistan on 

suppling gas to Europe. “This is a great 

step forward for Hungary because 

we’ll be able to buy gas not only from 

Azerbaijan but also from Turkmenistan 

via the Southern Corridor.” Szijjártó 

signed a letter of intention with Hafiz 

Pashayev, the rector of ADA University, 

aimed at education cooperation 

between ADA and the Hungarian 

Academy of Diplomacy. Demand 

for the 200 Hungarian university 

scholarships for Azerbaijani students 

is high, he added.

OFFIcIaLS MarK SZEKLEr 
FrEEDOM DaY

Katalin Szili, the prime minister’s 

commissioner, and Árpad János Potápi, 

state secretary at the Prime Minister’s 

Office, issued a joint statement to mark 

the Day of Szekler Freedom. In their 

statement, the two officials paid tribute 

to Szekler freedom fighters executed 

in Târgu Mureș (Marosvásárhely) 

on March 10, 1854. “This day is also 

to pay tribute to the courage of the 

Szekler people standing united and 

fighting for autonomy defined within 

a European framework and in line with 

fundamental European principles.” 

Signatories to the statement noted that 

the civil initiative aimed at promoting 

national regions within the European 

Union was now supported by nearly 

1.2 million people, adding that the 

high number indicated the high level 

of “unity and solidarity”.

Zsolt Németh, the head of parliament’s 

foreign affairs committee, told a press 

conference that the civil initiative 
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“must be kept in focus” until the official 

deadline of May 7 in countries where 

there are not enough signatures. He 

noted that one million signatures are 

needed, and while the minimum number 

of signatures have been collected in 

10 countries, “experience shows that 

some 10-15% of the signatures tend 

to be invalid”. It is crucial to secure that 

there should be a sufficient number of 

signatures from at least seven countries 

when the European Commission 

validates them, he said. 

Németh said that the initiative was 

aimed at creating ethnic regions within 

the bloc, which could be treated 

equally with other regions in terms of 

the EU’s cohesion policy. “Regretfully, 

regions with ethnic minorities have 

suffered systematic discrimination 

with regard to development policy 

in the past decades,” he said, and 

mentioned Szekler Land in Romania 

and the Csallóköz region in southern 

Slovakia. He insisted that the EU should 

create a national minority protection 

mechanism, adding that “the pressure 

on the EU must be maintained despite 

the European Commission’s recent 

sweeping another, parallel initiative 

off the table, aimed at protecting 

indigenous ethnic minorities”.

crOaTIaN BIShOP 
ThaNKS hUNGarY, PM 
FOr aID TO EarThQUaKE 
VIcTIMS

Bishop Vlado Košić, leader of the 

Roman Catholic diocese of Sisak 

(Sziszek) in central Croatia, has thanked 

Hungary and Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán for their efforts in aiding those 

affected by a deadly earthquake late 

last year, Orbán’s press chief said. In 

a letter, the bishop praised Hungary 

as the first EU member state to have 

extended the fastest and most 

extensive help to the diocese hit hard 

by the December earthquake, Bertalan 

Havasi said. The bishop said Hungarian 

government officials had recently 

informed him about a decision to 

rebuild a school in the town of Petrinja 

and a church in Žažina, in the region. 

“I take this opportunity to express my 

respect to you and thank you for your 

standing up for the cause of national 

and Christian identity in the European 

Union,” the bishop concluded his letter. 

Powerful earthquakes hit central 

Croatia on December 28-29, killing 

seven people and injuring 28.

hUNGarY rEcOrDS 179 
cOVID FaTaLITIES, 5,653 
NEW INFEcTIONS 

Fully 179 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, died 

over the past 24 hours, and 5,653 new 

coronavirus infections were officially 

registered, while 1,107,791 people had 

received their first jab by Wednesday, 

according to koronavirus.gov.hu. The 

number of infections has risen to 480 

860, while the death toll has increased 

to 16,325. The number of recoveries 

stands at 340,844. There are 123,691 

active infections, while hospitals are 

caring for 8,348 Covid patients, 844 of 

whom are on ventilators. Fully 42,362 

people are in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried out 

has increased to 3,922,530.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (91,257) and Pest County 

(63,759), followed by Győr-Moson-

Sopron (27,438) Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 

(27,279), and Hajdú-Bihar counties 

(26,432). The county least affected by 

the infection is Tolna (10,696).

DK QUESTIONS GOVT 
OVEr VaccINE STaNcE ON 
hUNGarIaNS acrOSS ThE 
BOrDEr 

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

has asked Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

in writing whether Hungarian citizens 

living abroad who are not resident in the 

country were receiving vaccines ordered 

by Hungary. Commercial broadcaster 

ATV recently reported busy traffic on the 

Hungary-Ukraine border, claiming that 

as well as “Ukrainian pensioners crossing 

the border to do their shopping”, they 

were also coming into Hungary to “get 

vaccinated”. DK deputy group leader 

Ágnes Vadai on Wednesday cited 

the report, saying that whereas all 

Hungarian citizens should be vaccinated 

-- and in such cases only citizenship, not 

social insurance payments, mattered -- 

DK nevertheless wanted information on 

how Hungarians from abroad could 

register and where the jabs were being 

administered. Also, it was important to 

know in what order in the queue they 

were being vaccinated.

Ruling Fidesz said in reaction that the 

“anti-vax left” was “still busy attacking the 
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government’s response measures and 

turning Hungarians against each other”. 

“They are putting the lives of those 

elderly and ill people at risk who refuse 

the vaccine they are offered because 

of them,” the party said in a statement. 

People are at risk of dying because of 

DK’s “anti-vaccine rhetoric”, it added.

FIDESZ MEP: NaTL 
ParLIaMENTS KEY TO 
SUccESS OF cONFErENcE 
ON EU’S FUTUrE

Fidesz MEP László Trócsányi 

emphasised the importance of 

national parliaments in the success of 

an upcoming conference on the future 

of the European Union. EU leaders on 

Wednesday signed a joint declaration 

on the organisation of a conference 

on the bloc’s future. The conference 

will be aimed at finding solutions to 

the EU’s problems and strengthening 

European solidarity. Commenting on 

the declaration, Trócsányi said in a 

statement that national parliaments 

were the ones closest to the European 

people and had an abundance of 

resources. “The involvement of the 

nearly 8,500 representatives of the 

various lower and upper parliamentary 

houses would solidify the success and 

legitimacy of the conference on the 

future of Europe,” the MEP said. “Their 

participation would help narrow the 

distance between citizens and EU 

decision-makers.” Trócsányi said it was 

“regrettable” that national parliaments 

“are not getting a real chance to 

participate”. Though the declaration 

makes reference to the participation 

of national parliaments, most of the 

emphasis is on “civic platforms of yet 

uncertain compositions”, he said.

hUNGarY MEPS DIVIDED 
IN EP DEBaTE ON aLLEGED 
MEDIa INTErFErENcE

Hungarian MEPs were divided in their views 

on the state of media freedom in Hungary 

in a European Parliamentary debate on 

Wednesday, with ruling Fidesz slamming 

what it calls a “smear campaign” against 

the government, and the opposition 

decrying “the end of media plurality” in 

the country. Addressing the debate on the 

state of media freedom in Hungary, Poland 

and Slovenia, Věra Jourová, the European 

commissioner for justice, consumer 

protection and equal opportunities, 

criticised the case of Hungary’s Klubrádió, 

a commercial broadcaster popular with 

opposition listeners that went off the air 

last month after losing an appeal to extend 

its licence. The commissioner said the 

radio station would remain silent until the 

conclusion of a legal procedure. Jourová 

expressed hope that the council of EU affairs 

ministers would soon put the infringement 

procedure launched against Hungary back 

on its agenda so that member states could 

assess recent developments in the country’s 

media landscape.

Balázs Hidvéghi, an MEP of Fidesz, 

said Hungary, Poland and Slovenia were 

the victims of “deceitful ideologically 

motivated attacks” because they had 

“right-wing governments that aren’t 

afraid to stand up for their values”. 

He dismissed the case of Klubrádió 

as “drummed-up scare-mongering”, 

arguing that the broadcaster was 

subject to the same rules as any other 

radio station in Hungary. Hidvéghi said 

recent steps taken by the opposition 

mayor of Budapest’s 7th district “to shut 

down Europe’s only Jewish community 

channel Heti TV for refusing to cater 

to his political agenda” were “more 

worrying”. “We never heard the leftist 

EP groups speak out on this affair,” 

Hidvéghi said.

Democratic Coalition MEP Csaba 

Molnár said “anyone who has dared tell 

the truth about [Prime Minister Viktor] 

Orbán’s regime has been silenced.” “But 

most Hungarians don’t know the truth 

because the Orbán regime has made 

conscious efforts using the methods of 

a one-party system to wipe out the free 

press in Hungary,” he insisted.

Anna Donáth of the Momentum 

Movement said that over the course of 

the last ten years, Orbán had “silenced 

media players whose opinions he 

didn’t like”. She said the ownership 

structures of Hungary’s media 

companies needed to be made more 

transparent and called on the EU to 

take action for the independence of 

media authorities and against attempts 

to impose censorship on social media.

Jobbik MEP Márton Gyöngyösi said 

media plurality had been eliminated 

in Hungary over the last ten years. “The 

purpose of centralising Hungarian 

media companies is to spread 

fake news and manufacture false 

narratives,” he insisted. Gyöngyösi 

called for the establishment of a pan-

European news channel independent 
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of governments and ad revenue that 

would be required to broadcast 

“objective information”.

NEW VISEGraD 
PhOTOGraPhY EXhIBITION 
TO OPEN IN VIENNa

A travelling exhibition showcasing 

images by young photo artists from 

the four Visegrad Group countries and 

Serbia will open in Vienna on March 18, 

the organisers said. The show dubbed 

New Visegrad Photography will feature 

titles by 24 artists from nine universities 

in the Collegium Hungaricum cultural 

centre, they said in a statement. The 

exhibition is to reflect what it means 

to be central European to a generation 

of young artists growing up in a world 

under new global influence, Hungarian 

photographer Gábor Arion Kudász, 

the event’s curator, said. Several of the 

photos were published by international 

art platforms including LensCulture, 

Contemporary Lynx and Fotograf 

Magazine, and the Polish edition of 

Vogue. The exhibition in Vienna will 

be opened and later shown in an 

online event but will also await visitors 

at the venue. It is scheduled to travel 

on to Berlin, Brussels, Prague, Rome 

and Warsaw before arriving in eastern 

Hungary’s Debrecen in the summer 

when Hungary takes over the V4’s 

rotating presidency. The exhibition’s 

main sponsor is the International 

Visegrad Fund.

POLISh MaN arrESTED 
IN BUDaPEST FOr 
KIDNaPPING, hOSTaGE-
TaKING, arMED rOBBErY

A Polish man has been arrested 

in Budapest on charges of 

k idnapping, hostage-taking and 

armed robber y in Poland, the 

Budapest Police Headquar ters 

(BRFK) said. The 24-year-old man 

had been hiding in a rented f lat 

in Budapest ’s  8th distr ic t on 

Sunday,  the police.hu website 

said.  The man is being held in 

custody pending extradition 

proceedings.  The Metropolitan 

Cour t said in a statement on 

Wednesday that the Polish citizen 

and his accomplices held a man 

hostage between November 

15 and 29,  2019 and physically 

abused him. They forced their 

vic tim to hand over his vehicles . 

The Polish authorit ies issued a 

European arrest warrant which 

the Hungarian authorit ies acted 

on and the Poles must fulf i l  by 

March 18,  other wise he will  be 

released.


