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Addressing an online briefing, Cecília Müller noted that the number of active infections has grown by “five to ten thousand 

people in the past couple of days”. The number of people in hospital and on ventilators in the past 24 hours, 8,270 and 

833 respectively, both broke the records of Dec. 7 for the highest number of people on ventilators (674) and Dec. 8 for the 

highest number of hospitalised patients (8,045), she said. The health-care system is hit hard by the high patient numbers, 

with new wards being opened for Covid patients every day, she added. Meanwhile, trace amounts of coronavirus in the 

waste water have grown in every Hungarian city, she said, forecasting a further increase in case numbers.

So far, 1,047,045 people have received their first dose of a Covid vaccine, and 314,485 people have received both shots, she 

said. The chief medical officer warned, however, that the vaccine tended to provide a “false sense of security”, noting that 

it takes at least two to three weeks for the vaccine to build immunity.

The past few days have seen an “unprecedented upsurge” of the coronavirus epidemic 
in Hungary, making the situation “extremely grave”, the chief medical officer has said.

HUNGARY COVID SITUATION ‘EXTREMELY GRAVE’
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HUNGARY TO BEGIN 
VACCINATING LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, 
SOLDIERS

Hungary will soon begin vaccinating 

law enforcement officers and soldiers 

involved in the epidemic response 

efforts, Cecília Müller, the chief medical 

officer, told an online press briefing. 

Müller said one recent change to the 

national vaccination strategy has been 

a shift in focus to administer as many 

first doses as possible. She said that 

another 100,000 doses of the Sputnik 

V vaccine and 120,510 doses of the 

Pfizer/BioNTech jab will be delivered to 

vaccination points on Tuesday, adding 

that GPs will also be getting 105,600 

doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine 

this week. Those whose vaccination 

appointments were delayed from 

last weekend will be getting their 

AstraZeneca shots between Thursday 

and Sunday, Müller said. The chief 

medical officer called on everyone to 

observe hygiene guidelines carefully 

and to accept the vaccine when 

offered.

Addressing the same press briefing, 

a deputy leader of Hungary’s operative 

board responsible for handling 

the coronavirus epidemic said that 

Austria has reclassified Hungary as 

a high-risk country, amending its 

rules on entry and transit for people 

coming from Hungary. Austria will 

also bar entry to those looking to pass 

through to Germany who do not meet 

that country’s entry requirements, 

Lieutenant Colonel Róbert Kiss said. 

Concerning Hungary’s tightened 

restrictions, Kiss said the authorities on 

Monday took action in 504 cases due 

to people neglecting to wear masks 

or wearing them incorrectly.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
BENEFITING 
SIGNIFICANTLY  
FROM COOPERATION WITH 
JAPAN

Hungary is benefiting significantly 

from its cooperation with Japan, 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after talks with his 

Japanese counterpart, Toshimitsu 

Motegi. Speaking to public media 

after the meeting in Japan, Szijjártó, 

who is the first foreign minister to 

visit the island country this year, said 

Hungarian-Japanese cooperation 

was based on mutual respect 

and friendship. “This is also true of 

economic cooperation,” he said. 

“Japanese businesses have trust in 

Hungary and the Hungarian people.” 

Szijjártó said this trust was reflected 

in the fact that a total of 23 Japanese 

companies invested in their bases 

in Hungary last year with a view 

to avoiding layoffs. The combined 

investments of 25 billion forints (EUR 

68m) were supported by 9 billion 

forints in government grants and saved 

a total of 15,600 jobs, he said.

Suzuki’s plant in Esztergom, in 

northern Hungary, will be one of the 

bases to undergo major developments, 

Szijjártó said, adding that other auto 

industry players as well as the food 

sector were also set to see tens of 

billions of forints’ worth of investments 

by Japanese businesses over the 

coming months. Meanwhile, the 

minister also highlighted Hungary 

and Japan’s cooperation in the fight 

against the coronavirus pandemic, 

noting that Hungary has received 

millions of doses of medicines from 

Japan. On another subject, Szijjártó 

said Hungary will take part in the 2025 

World Expo in Osaka, adding that the 

Hungarian government has decided 

to open a consulate in the western 

Japanese city. “We are really pushing 

for closer cooperation between the 

European Union and Japan, and for 

them to sign an investment protection 

agreement,” Szijjártó said. He added 

that it was “even more important” for 

the East Asia Free Trade Area, of which 

Japan is a member, to enter into direct 

cooperation with the EU as quickly as 

possible.

SZIJJÁRTÓ MEETS 
JAPANESE MINISTER  
FOR OLYMPICS

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó has met Tamayo Murakawa, 

Japan’s minister in charge of the 

Olympics. In a video posted on 

Facebook after the meeting in Japan, 

Szijjártó said preparations for the 

Olympics were now more complex 

than ever, adding the world was 

“rooting” for its success. “There are 

136 days until what will hopefully 

be the opening ceremony,” he said. 
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Preparations for the participation 

of Hungarian athletes have been 

made and the embassy’s staff will be 

increased during the Games, he said. 

Six Japanese cities will be hosting 

Hungarian athletes in the run-up to the 

event, and Hungarian sportspeople in 

eleven sports will train in-situ, he said. 

“It’s certain that athletes ... will have 

very serious testing obligations,” he 

said, though current rules state that 

athletes will not be required to be 

vaccinated. Hungarian athletes, he 

noted, would be vaccinated, however. 

Athletes, the minister said, will follow 

strict rules, including the routes they 

take in the city. A key question is 

whether spectators will be allowed 

and, if so, whether foreign spectators 

will be able to attend events, Szijjártó 

said. The relevant decision is expected 

to be made sometime this month, 

while a decision on the density of 

spectators in various sports facilities 

will be made in April, he added.

ORBÁN TO MEET 
NETANYAHU, BABIŠ  
IN JERUSALEM  
ON THURSDAY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

will attend a meeting with his 

Czech and Israeli counterparts in 

Jerusalem on Thursday, the PM’s 

press chief said. At the meeting 

with Andrej Babiš and Benjamin 

Netanyahu, the prime ministers 

will discuss their countries’ 

experiences in the fight against 

the coronavirus pandemic so far, 

and will strengthen cooperation 

in fighting the spread of the virus, 

Bertalan Havasi said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 158 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
NUMBER OF INFECTIONS 
UP 6,494

Fully 158 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, died 

over the past 24 hours, and 6,494 

new coronavirus infections were 

officially registered, while 1,047,045 

people had received their first jab 

by Tuesday, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said. The number of infections has 

risen to 475,207, while the death 

toll has increased to 16,146. The 

number of recoveries stands at 

338,946. There are 120,115 active 

infections, while hospitals are 

caring for 8,270 Covid patients, 833 

of whom are on ventilators. Fully 

40,869 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of 

tests carried out has increased 

to 3,891,778. Over one million 

people have received at least their 

first jab, the website reported on 

Tuesday. Fully 1,047,045 people had 

received their first jab by Tuesday, 

and 314,485 were fully inoculated, 

the website said. Most infections 

have been registered in Budapest 

(89,777) and Pest County (62,605), 

followed by Győr-Moson-Sopron 

(27,202) Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 

(27,045), and Hajdú-Bihar counties 

(26,149). The county least af fected 

by the infection is Tolna (10,363).

GOVT OFFICIAL: HUNGARY 
HELPS SCHEME MAY SERVE 
AS MODEL

Pope Francis’ visit to Iraq has 

channelled global interest to the 

situation of Christians in the Middle 

East and the Hungary Helps aid 

programme, which may serve as 

a model for other humanitarian 

programmes and governments, a 

Hungarian government official told 

MTI. Returning from Iraq, Tristan 

Azbej, the state secretary responsible 

for aiding persecuted Christians, said 

his trip had three purposes. Firstly, he 

wished to attend the pope’s historic 

visit, which he said offered a beacon 

of hope to Iraq’s Christian community, 

highlighted their hardships and 

directed global interest to the 

Hungarian model of assistance.

Secondly, Azbej saw the sites of 

ongoing Hungarian projects and took 

stock of the humanitarian situation. He 

visited the town of Tel Askuf, which 

was reconstructed with Hungarian 

assistance, and several schools built 

under the Hungary Helps scheme. 

The houses, schools and churches of 

the locals driven away by the jihadists 

have been rebuilt, but the return and 

long-term stay of Christians will only 

be guaranteed once agriculture has 

been restarted, he said, adding that 

Hungary’s assistance would now focus 

on that area. The state secretary said he 

had also visited some refugee camps 

“with dismal conditions inconceivable 

for Europeans”.
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“If we want to preserve these 

communities and prevent migration, 

efforts should be made to ease the 

plight of refugees,” Azbej said. “It 

is a basic principle of the Hungary 

Helps Programme that help should 

be provided at the point where it is 

needed instead of bringing trouble 

over here.” Azbej noted that Hungary 

had set up a bakery and a vocational 

training centre in a Yazidi refugee 

camp. The scheme also runs schools 

for internally displaced and Syrian 

Christian, Muslim and Yazidi children 

in Erbil and other cities, a move which 

he said promoted the peaceful co-

existence of religious groups.

Thirdly, Azbej held talks with 

President Nechirvan Barzani and 

Prime Minister Masrour Barzani of 

the autonomous Kurdistan Region, 

which had given shelter to internally 

displaced Christian communities.

BIRD FLU RESTRICTIONS 
LIFTED IN HUNGARY

Hungary’s food safety authority 

(NÉBIH) has lifted the last restrictions 

imposed to curb the spread of bird 

flu in the country. The last case of 

bird flu was registered on February 

2, the authority said on its website. 

The measure also lifts restrictions on 

the commercial delivery of poultry 

within the country and the European 

Union, the authority said. Under the 

regulations of the World Organization 

for Animal Health (OIE), Hungary will 

be considered free of bird flu only from 

May 23 this year if no further cases are 

detected, freeing the country to export 

to third countries that currently fully 

ban Hungarian poultry. Farmers are 

still required to keep the animals in 

enclosures to prevent infections from 

migratory birds. Feeding and watering 

should also happen in closed places. 

Feed and litter must be stored in 

closed places too, NÉBIH said.

CAPTAIN OF CLOSE-BY 
SHIP IN 2019 COLLISION  
TO REMAIN UNDER 
CRIMINAL SUPERVISION

A Ukrainian boat captain charged 

in connection with a deadly boat 

collision on the River Danube in 

2019 will remain under criminal 

supervision and be required to 

report regularly to the authorities 

by phone, in line with a binding 

court ruling, the Budapest chief 

prosecutor’s office said, confirming 

reports by the daily Magyar Nemzet. 

On May 29, 2019, the Viking Sigyn 

cruise ship collided with the 

Hableány sightseeing boat which 

had 33 South Korean tourists on 

board and a crew of two Hungarians. 

Seven tourists were rescued from 

the water after the collision and 

the rest died. One of the bodies has 

not been recovered. The captain of 

the Viking Idun, which had been 

following the Viking Sigyn cruise 

ship before its collision with the 

Hableány, was interrogated by 

Hungarian authorities on suspicion 

of 35 counts of criminal negligence 

and failure to provide assistance.

A Budapest court ordered placing 

the Viking Idun’s captain under 

criminal supervision, requiring him 

to report to the police every month. 

Bettina Bagoly, a spokeswoman of 

the Budapest chief prosecutor’s 

office, said Monday’s ruling extended 

the captain’s criminal supervision 

until April 30. In January, the public 

prosecutors of Budapest’s 6th and 

7th districts appealed the first-

instance ruling allowing the Viking 

Idun’s captain to report to police by 

phone. Deputy spokesman of the 

Budapest prosecutor’s office Ferenc 

Rab confirmed press reports that same 

month that the suspect is residing in 

Ukraine. Criminal supervision does not 

entail residing in Hungary continually, 

but the suspect is obliged to report 

to the police on specific dates, he 

added. Budapest Chief Prosecutor 

Tibor Ibolya said the prosecutor’s office 

had proposed that the court extend 

the criminal supervision which was 

to expire on Jan. 30 for a further four 

months. Whereas the court rejected 

the defence’s motion to terminate 

criminal supervision, it did not impose 

an obligation to report in person. 

Magyar Nemzet said on Monday that 

the Budapest Municipal Court would 

issue a justification of the ruling once 

it is delivered to the defendant.

HUNGARY FEB INFLATION 
3.1%

Annual inflation in Hungary was 3.1% in 

February, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. Inflation grew at a higher 
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rate than 2.7% registered in January, 

with higher tobacco prices due to 

excise tax increases putting upward 

pressure on the index. The price of 

tobacco products jumped by 16.5%, 

while spirits and tobacco increased by 

9.9%. Prices in the category of goods 

that includes vehicle fuel increased 

by 2.7%, while vehicle fuel prices 

were up 4.6%. Food prices increased 

by 3.4% and the price of services 

rose by 1.7%. Household energy 

prices edged up by 0.3%, consumer 

durable prices increased by 3.8% and 

clothing prices fell by 1.6%. Adjusted 

for better comparison with other 

European Union member states, CPI 

stood at 3.3%. Core inflation, which 

excludes volatile food and fuel prices, 

was 4.1%. Inflation calculated using a 

basket of goods and services used by 

pensioners was 3.2%. In a month-on-

month comparison, consumer prices 

rose by 0.7%.

Analysts told MTI that inflation 

in February matched forecasts and 

a further uptick was likely on the 

back of rising fuel prices and the 

higher excise tax. Gergely Suppan of 

Takarékbank said he expected March 

inflation to push above 4%, citing the 

excise tax hike among other factors. 

Meanwhile, fuel prices jumping from a 

low base would help to drive inflation 

to above 5% in April, he said. ING lead 

analyst Péter Virovácz said that after a 

cramped supply side due to the third 

wave of the coronavirus, the struggle 

to meet pent-up demand once the 

country reopens would drive prices 

even higher.

HUNGARIAN COMPANIES 
PLAN 3% RISE  
IN HEADCOUNT

Hungarian companies plan to raise 

headcount by 3%, on average, 

between April and June, a survey by 

staffing company ManpowerGroup 

shows. The representative survey 

of 560 employers on their hiring 

plans shows manufacturing sector 

companies plan an 11% increase in 

people on payroll, while companies 

in the commerce sector expect 

headcount to rise 6%. In the financial 

and business sectors, headcount is 

set to climb 5%. Catering companies 

expect to cut staff by 6% as pandemic 

restrictions weigh. Companies in 

Central Hungary see headcount 

rising 9%, but businesses in Western 

Transdanubia expect a 1% reduction 

in employee numbers.

GOOGLE TO UPDATE 
STREET VIEW FOR BIG 
HUNGARIAN CITIES

Tech giant Google will send cars next 

week to update its Google Maps 

Street View feature for 14 big cities in 

Hungary. The cars will record images 

of streets in Miskolc, Eger, Debrecen 

Szolnok, Nyíregyháza, Békéscsaba, 

Szentes, Veszprém, Tatabánya, 

Szombathely, Sopron, Pécs, Kaposvár 

and Szekszárd. Google added the 

Street View feature to its map of 

Hungary in 2013.


