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Altogether 1,002,714 people have been administered their first Covid-19 shot at least, which puts Hungary’s vaccination rate 

ahead of those of “respectable countries” like Germany and Austria, Orbán said in a video on Facebook. “This is the result of 

the efforts of tens of thousands of people,” the prime minister said, thanking the country’s doctors, general practitioners, 

nurses, ambulance staff, public administration workers and law enforcement for their work. 

Orbán specifically thanked the women among Hungary’s critical infrastructure workers, and greeted them on the occasion 

of International Women’s Day. “They carry two burdens on their shoulders: work and family,” he said. The vaccination drive 

will progress quickly, he said, adding that jabs would be administered more efficiently in Hungary than in most EU countries. 

“The situation is not easy, but we’re in the home stretch now,” Orbán said. Hungary’s vaccination rate of 10.26% is the second 

highest in the EU, behind that of Malta, according to a graphic shown in the prime minister’s video.

More than one million Hungarians have received at least their first dose of a 
coronavirus vaccine, putting Hungary’s vaccination rate well above the European 
Union average, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY TOPS 1 MILLION VACCINATIONS

Coronavirus updates

Stats office releases Feb inflation data

European Parliament holds plenary 
session
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POPE FRANCIS TO VISIT 
HUNGARY

Pope Francis will visit Hungary and 

attend the mass concluding the 

International Eucharistic Congress 

on September 12, Cardinal Péter Erdő, 

the head of the Hungarian Catholic 

Church, said. The visit was pushed 

back from 2020 when the entire 

congress was postponed to 2021 

due to the coronavirus pandemic. The 

visit is “great joy for the conference 

and gives us hope and consolation 

in these hard times,” Erdő said. The 

“statio orbis” mass celebrated for 

the city and the world is the peak of 

the eucharistic congress, he said. “It 

is therefore fitting and customary” 

that the pope should attend it when 

taking part in the conference, he 

added. 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

welcomed the news and said it was 

a “joy and honour” to host the pope 

in the city. He cited on Facebook 

the pope’s latest Encyclical as 

promoting a “popularism enabling 

individual development and focusing 

on human dignity, and protecting 

work as the most important aspect 

of social life” over populism, which 

“abuses its mandate to serve its 

own interests and to enrich itself”. 

Karácsony noted that the pope had 

called for handling poverty locally, 

“through local councils and on a basis 

of solidarity and subsidiarity”. The 

mayor noted he had been among 

those to issue an invitation to the 

pope to the original congress in 2020. 

The congress will be held between 

September 5 and 12, and will feature 

religious events, a conference, 

lectures and concerts.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: BRUSSELS 
‘INEFFECTIVE’ AGAINST 
ILLEGAL MIGRATION, 
DRUG ABUSE

Illegal migration and increasing 

drug use are two serious global 

security challenges linked to 

organised crime, and the European 

Union’s measures are “not effective 

enough”, the Hungarian foreign 

minister said in Kyoto, where he 

attended the 14th UN Congress 

on Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice. Speaking to MTI, Péter 

Szijjártó said that the coronavirus 

pandemic had created new global 

security challenges, which, if left 

untackled, would generate further 

problems. He said illegal migration 

posed a security and cultural threat 

to Europe and carried a health risk of 

rapid transmission of Covid-19. Illegal 

migration is helped by organised 

crime since migrants “use the 

services of people smuggling rings 

often helped by NGOs”, Szijjártó said. 

As regards drugs, Szijjártó said that 

“unfortunately, what we see is that 

Brussels supports not only illegal 

migration but an increased use of 

drugs”, adding that “cannabis has 

recently been reclassified in the 

UN as an allegedly non-hazardous 

substance”. The Hungarian 

government opposed that step 

and the European Commission in 

response launched an infringement 

procedure against the country rather 

than increase its efforts to cut drug 

abuse.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DISCUSSES 
STRENGTHENING 
ECONOMIC TIES WITH 
JAPANESE MINISTER

Japanese companies have an 

important role in Hungary’s 

economic growth and see Hungary 

as a primary target when eyeing 

European expansion, Péter Szijjártó, 

the minister of foreign affairs and 

trade, said after talks with Japanese 

Minister of Agriculture Kotaro Nogami. 

Japanese companies are the eighth 

largest investor community in 

Hungary, Szijjártó told MTI after the 

talks in Tokyo, with over 180 Japanese 

companies employing some 34,000 

Hungarians.  A prominent Japanese 

pharmaceutical company is slated 

to conclude an investment in 

Nyergesújfalu, in northern Hungary, 

this year. The 140 billion forint (EUR 

380.6m) investment will create some 

200 jobs in a plant manufacturing 

parts for electric batteries, Szijjártó 

said. During the visit, Szijjártó also 

met Japanese company executives, 

and signed an agreement between 

a Japanese bank and Hungary’s 

Eximbank on the joint financing of 

Japanese investments in Hungary. The 

aim is to further increase the presence 

of Japanese companies in Hungary 
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because “they always bring high-

level technology and high-prestige 

workplaces for Hungarians,” Szijjártó 

said. He also noted that Japan had 

been the first country to lift the ban 

on Hungarian pork exports after the 

African Swine Flu hit the country last 

year. Japan is now accepting exports 

from five Hungarian counties not 

affected by the epidemic, Szijjártó 

said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 115 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
INOCULATES ONE MILLION 

Fully 115 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, died 

over the past 24 hours, and 2,696 new 

coronavirus infections were officially 

registered, while one million people 

have received at least their first jab, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said. The number 

of infections has risen to 468,713, 

while the death toll has increased 

to 15,988. The number of recoveries 

stands at 336,744. There are 115,981 

active infections, while hospitals are 

caring for 7,924 Covid patients, 806 

of whom are on ventilators. Fully 

37,343 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of 

tests carried out has increased to 

3,874,513. Most infections have been 

registered in Budapest (88,326) and 

Pest County (61,305), followed by 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén (26,909), 

Győr-Moson-Sopron (26,843) and 

Hajdú-Bihar counties (25,884). The 

county least affected by the infection 

is Tolna (10,486).

ÁDER HAILS HUNGARIAN 
INVENTION AIMED AT 
ELIMINATING DISPOSABLE 
PLASTICS 

President János Áder hosted two 

young Hungarian chemists on his 

podcast Blue Planet, who have created 

a mixture of bacteria which could 

make plastics bio-degradable. In his 

conversation with Liz Madaras and 

Krisztina Lévay, Áder noted that the 

annual volume of plastic produced in 

the past 50 years had increased 20-

fold, adding that 20,000 plastic bottles 

per second were sold globally. Those 

bottles take 500 years to decompose, 

he said, and insisted that in view of 

the rate of production by 2050 “we 

could have more plastic in the seas 

and oceans than fish”. Lévay said 

in the podcast that their invention, 

now registered, could be used to 

decompose a wide range of plastics, 

“roughly all plastic waste produced 

in a household”. Madaras said that 

the bacteria could transform plastic, 

produced to be long-lasting, into 

environment-friendly matter and re-

enter the eco-system. The mineral 

oil which serves as a raw material for 

those plastics, “came from vegetable 

and animal remains many million 

years ago”. The inventors said that 

the waste would not require any 

preliminary chemical treatment before 

being exposed to the bacteria. The 

selectively collected waste could be 

transformed into biomass in a matter 

of eight weeks, and then used as a 

soil fertiliser. The president voiced 

hope that industrial utilisation of the 

invention could start before the end 

of this year.

MINISTERIAL OFFICE 
HIGHLIGHTS GOVT 
EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
HUNGARIAN WOMEN’S 
STATUS 

The Hungarian government has taken 

a number of measures in the past ten 

years to “increase possibilities and 

choice for women, to increase the 

appreciation of their work, to help 

harmonise work and family life, as well 

as to facilitate motherhood without 

financial difficulties”, the office of the 

minister without portfolio in charge 

of family affairs said, in a statement 

marking international women’s day. 

According to the statement, Hungary 

has had the second largest increase 

in the employment of women since 

2010, following Malta. The ratio of 

women supporting young children 

and working at the same time has 

increased by over 30%, the ministry 

said, and pointed to government 

measures aimed at increasing the 

number of crèches, and providing 

benefits to such families. The rate of 

female unemployment has decreased 

by over 50%, and the wage gap 

between women and men by 20%, the 

statement said, citing an OECD report. 

That gap, at 5.1%, is the seventh best 

ratio among OECD countries, it said. 

The ratio of women in managerial 

positions was the 6th highest in the 
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EU in 2019, well above the bloc’s 

average, the statement said, adding 

that the same applied to the highest 

positions as well. The statement also 

noted that the government would 

increase the benefit to young mothers 

on July 1, and they would receive their 

full salaries for the first six months after 

giving birth.

FINANCE MINISTRY: 
HUNGARY BUDGET 
DEFICIT HUF 539.7 BN IN 
JAN-FEB

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget 

deficit, excluding local councils, was 

539.7 billion forints (EUR 1.46bn) at 

the end of February, the finance 

ministry said in a preliminary report. 

The ministry said the deficit was 

the result of “measures taken so far 

and pandemic expenditures”. “The 

resources necessary for [pandemic] 

defence, such as the procurement 

of vaccines, and for restarting the 

economy continue to be available 

in the budget,” the ministry added. 

The central budget ran a 505.5 

billion forint deficit, while separate 

state funds had a 13.4 billion surplus 

and the social insurance funds were 

47.6 billion in the red at the end 

of February. Government payouts 

linked to projects which receive 

EU funding came close to 481 

billion forints in January-February, 

while transfers from Brussels came 

to 128.8 billion. The ministry said 

that spending in January-February 

included 57.4 billion forints on road 

developments, 50.7 billion forints on 

competitiveness-boosting subsidies, 

42.0 billion on the Modern Cities 

Programme, 38.8 billion on public 

transport projects and 28.7 billion on 

the Healthy Budapest Programme. 

It added that spending was also 

impacted by the first tranche of 

an annual pensioners’ bonus the 

government is reintroducing, 

the extension of a wage support 

programme for businesses impacted 

by pandemic restrictions and the 

launch of a scheme that will raise the 

salaries of doctors over several years.

MATOLCSY URGES 
INCREASE IN INVESTMENT 
VOLUME, QUALITY

National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

governor György Matolcsy said 

raising the volume and quality 

of state investments could help 

put the country on a sustainable 

convergence path. In an op-ed 

piece published on the website 

novekedes.hu, Matolocsy said the 

“key issue” to restarting the economy 

after the coronavirus crisis would be 

“an advance in the direction of the 

new technological revolution of the 

2020s”, rather than just “a recovery 

of the old economic structure”. In 

order to restart “strong, efficient and 

targeted investments”, the state will 

need to boost its investments “to at 

least 3,000 billion forints [EUR 8.2bn]” 

in 2021, Matolcsy said. He added that 

those investments should be focused 

on accelerating convergence in areas 

where Hungary still lags behind 

and on strengthening advantages 

achieved in the past decade. State 

investments reached 1,611 billion 

forints last year, data from the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) show. He said 

gains in productivity should generate 

three-fourths of economic growth 

on a sustainable convergence path, 

while an expansion in employment 

makes up one-fourth. Together, such 

improvements could give Hungary 

an average annual GDP growth rate 

of 4-4.5%, he added.


