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In a video message on Facebook, the prime minister said people whose lives would be harder due to the new restrictions 

taking effect from Monday would receive material help. The government will pay half the wages of people working in 

the services that have now been suspended, such as hairdressers, beauticians, and shop assistants. Also, it has scrapped 

employer contributions in the relevant sectors for March, and companies affected by the lockdown will not have to pay rent 

to the state or municipalities. Further, business taxes for small firms will be waived in March, he added. “The next two weeks 

will be really tough,” Orbán said, citing more shop closures and the suspension of many services. Meanwhile, the prime 

minister said the people of Hungary must weigh in on important questions for the future such as how to lift restrictions 

and in how many stages and to what extent. Further, he said the National Consultation survey would also seek opinions 

on the conditions attached to vaccine certificates.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán declared that no one would be “left by the wayside” and 
the government would provide help to people in need during the latest lockdown.

NO ONE TO BE ‘LEFT BY WAYSIDE’

Coronavirus updates

Finance ministry releases public 
finance figures for Feb
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National marathon starting at the Gyulai István Athletics Stadium in Debrecen
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GULYÁS: 400,000 MORE TO 
BE VACCINATED BY WEDS

Another 400,000 people will have 

been vaccinated against coronavirus 

in Hungary by Wednesday, placing 

the country in first place in Europe, 

Gergely Gulyás, the prime minister’s 

chief of staff, told public broadcaster 

Kossuth Rádió on Sunday. Gulyás said 

that by May, Hungary would be able to 

vaccinate 3.5 million more people than 

those countries that have relied solely 

on vaccines procured by the European 

Union. He said minor logistical hiccups 

were inevitable in such a massive 

operation as the current vaccine 

campaign, but Hungary was now in 

second place in the EU’s vaccination 

ranking and aimed to be in first place. 

The chief of staff denied press reports 

that the vaccination campaign had 

got derailed, saying it would be hard 

not to qualify a programme in which 

400,000 people were now in the 

process of receiving the jab as a mass 

campaign. He said people arriving at 

GP surgeries and hospital vaccination 

points would receive the Sinopharm, 

Moderna and Pfizer vaccines in the 

coming days, while AstraZeneca jabs 

would be available in the second half 

the week. Gulyás slammed the left-

wing opposition, insisting it hoped 

for the worst in order to gain political 

advantage. He further accused the left 

of being anti-vaxxers for this reason. 

He said the Hungarian authorities had 

tested and approved the vaccines in 

circulation in Hungary, adding that 

tens of millions of people around the 

world had received the same types of 

jab which afforded the same degree 

of protection here. Gulyás insisted that 

the Chinese vaccine was “one of the 

best vaccines, perhaps the one that 

provides the best protection against 

new strains”. 

Meanwhile, on the topic of the ruling 

Fidesz’s party’s exit of the European 

People’s Party, he said tiny parties from 

Benelux and Scandinavia had pursued 

an intolerant policy against Fidesz, 

which, he added, insisted on sticking 

to traditional Christian values while 

rejecting migration and promoting 

the family. Fidesz representatives, 

he added, had always represented 

Hungarian interests in Brussels. Gulyás 

said no one in the left-wing European 

press doubted that Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán was among Europe’s 

most influential politicians. With 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 

departure in September, Orbán will 

have served as head of government 

longer than anyone else, he added. 

Among Europe’s conservative and 

right-wing parties he noted the Italian 

dominant party as “the strongest” 

as well as the senior ruling party in 

Poland. “Allies can be found among 

them,” he added.

CORONAVIRUS - 108 
FATALITIES, 6,201 MORE 
INFECTIONS  

Fully 108 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, died 

over the past 24 hours, and 6,201 new 

coronavirus infections were officially 

registered as infected, while 981,401 

people have received at least their 

first jab,  koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Sunday. The number of infections has 

risen to 466,017, while the death toll 

has increased to 15,873. The number 

of recoveries stands at 335,512. 

There are 114,632 active infections, 

while hospitals are caring for 7,445 

Covid patients, 778 of whom are on 

ventilators. Fully 44,217 people are 

in official home quarantine, while 

the number of tests carried out has 

increased to 3,850,623. Altogether 

307,573 people have received the 

second shot of their vaccine. Most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest (87,832) and Pest County 

(60,882), followed by Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén (26,690), Győr-Moson-Sopron 

(26,605) and Hajdú-Bihar counties 

(25,764). The county least affected by 

the infection is Tolna (10,421).

GULYÁS DENIES 
OPPOSITION CHARGES 
CONCERNING MODERNA 
VACCINE PURCHASES 

The leftist opposition’s claim that 

the government has not ordered 

sufficient quantities of the Moderna 

coronavirus vaccine is part of 

their “hate campaign” against the 

government, Gergely Gulyás, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

said on Facebook. Citing passages 

from the European Commission’s 

agreement with the producer, 

Gulyás insisted that shipments of 
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Moderna could not be expected 

before the third quarter of 2021, 

when “sufficient amounts of vaccines 

purchased from other sources will be 

in place to inoculate the whole adult 

population”. Moreover, Gulyás said 

that “actual deliveries [of Moderna] 

are even more sluggish than 

outlined in the agreement”, adding 

that several other European Union 

members had similarly given up 

their option of Moderna. In reaction 

to press reports quoting the EU 

representation in Budapest that the 

EU does not have direct information 

concerning vaccine deliveries to 

Hungary since the country receives 

shipments from the producers 

rather than via the EU, Gulyás said 

that he had his information from 

an agreement signed by European 

Commissioner Stella Kyriakides. “The 

Commission, therefore, is aware that 

the vaccine delivery in question 

cannot arrive in Hungary before the 

third quarter,” he said. “Why has the 

Commission lied?” he added.

GYURCSÁNY: GOVT 
INCOMPETENCE 
PREVENTING PEOPLE 
FROM GETTING JAB

People are being prevented from 

receiving their coronavirus jabs due 

to the government’s “faffing”, the 

leader of the opposition Democratic 

Coalition said. Ferenc Gyurcsány on 

Facebook criticised the government 

for “failing to manage vaccination of 

74,000 people over a single weekend”, 

even though they had “pledged to 

inoculate even as many as hundreds 

of thousands”. He insisted that “events 

of the past few days amounted to the 

government’s Waterloo”. Gyurcsány 

also accused the government of 

failing to draw down the whole 

amount of the Moderna vaccine due 

to Hungary from European Union 

purchases, “allowing the French, 

Germans, and Danes to take it”. “I 

could obviously use stronger words,” 

Gyurcsány said, adding that “what has 

happened is a shared disgrace; but 

we are not all to blame: Viktor Orbán’s 

government is to blame, though we 

will all pay the price”.

CORONAVIRUS - MINISTER 
ORDERS SUSPENSION OF 
SAME-DAY SURGERIES

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler has ordered the immediate 

suspension of same-day surgeries 

in Hungary, his ministry said in a 

statement.

Hungary is seeing a sharp rise in 

Covid-19 cases and deaths, in part 

due to the rapid spread of the British 

variant of the coronavirus, the human 

resources ministry said. In order to 

ensure constant care for Covid patients 

and to contain the spread of the 

virus, the minister on Friday ordered 

all hospitals as well as the National 

Ambulance Service to suspend same-

day surgeries, it added. The ministry 

said the suspension would remain in 

place as long as it is warranted by the 

status of the pandemic.

GOVT INFO CENTRE 
ANNOUNCES LOCKDOWN 
DETAILS

Hungary’s government has taken 

strict lockdown measures in the hope 

that the third wave of coronavirus 

infections could be tackled and life 

could return to normal by Easter, the 

Government Information Centre told 

MTI. The related government decree 

was published in the Friday afternoon 

issue of the official gazette Magyar 

Közlöny. Shops, with the exception 

of grocery stores, pharmacies, 

petrol stations, drugstores, tobacco 

shops, shops selling tools for “spring 

gardening”, pet food and fodder shops 

and markets, will have to be closed 

and services, with the exception 

of private health care, social care, 

financial, postal and car repair services, 

suspended between March 8 and 22. 

Florists will be allowed to open on 

March 8, international women’s day. 

Kindergartens and primary schools 

will be closed from March 8 until April 

7. Digital education will be prolonged 

in secondary schools and higher 

education institutions. In view of 

the low infection rates, creches will 

stay open. The night-time curfew 

will remain in place. Mask-wearing 

will remain mandatory outdoors and 

maintaining a safe distance of 1.5 

metres continues to be recommended.

The government asks employers 

to ensure that their employees can 

work from home wherever possible. 

Licenced athletes will be allowed to 
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train and compete behind closed 

doors. Parks, arboreta and forests 

will remain open and outdoor sports 

will also be allowed, provided that 

people can maintain the safe distance. 

Hungary will impose tighter controls 

on its borders, but freight and transit 

traffic will not be restricted. Wage 

subsidies and tax cuts introduced 

for the hospitality industry will be 

expanded for the period of the 

lockdown to all sectors forced to shut 

down by the new measures.

The third wave is expected to be 

stronger than either of the previous 

waves. “Although this is the home 

stretch in the fight against the virus” 

and nearly 900,000 people have been 

vaccinated, the “virus has launched 

a last attack”, the Government 

Information Centre said. The country 

has to be closed now so that it could 

reopen as soon as possible, it said.

OPPOSITION URGES 
FORMATION OF 
‘NATIONAL VACCINATION 
COMMISSION’ 

Six Hungarian opposition parties 

have demanded the creation of a 

“National Vaccination Commission” 

to take over control of the vaccination 

programme from the government. 

In a joint statement, the Democratic 

Coalition, the Socialists, LMP, Jobbik, 

Momentum and Párbeszéd called for 

the establishment of a professional 

body comprising epidemiologists 

and representatives of the Chamber 

of Doctors and local governments 

to take over the planning and 

implementation of the vaccination 

programme. “[Prime Minister] Viktor 

Orbán is a failure and Hungary’s 

government is incompetent,” their 

statement said. The parties said 

the priority was to implement mass 

vaccinations rapidly and smoothly, 

and they accused the government 

of showing itself not being up to the 

task of doing so. The statement also 

said Orbán’s immediate resignation 

would be in order but saving lives 

amid the current crisis overrode 

politics. The parties insisted that the 

response of local governments to 

the epidemic had been faster, more 

efficient and more humane than the 

government’s. They said changing the 

government in 2022 was a necessity, 

not just an opportunity, since the 

post-crisis recovery depended 

on it.  All efforts must focus in the 

meantime on protecting Hungarian 

lives, the statement said, adding 

that the “democratic opposition 

alliance” would be ready to work 

with a national vaccine commission 

and local governments to implement 

the vaccination programme.

CORONAVIRUS - 
REFORMED CHURCHES 
SUSPEND PUBLIC 
WORSHIP SERVICES

Hungary’s reformed churches are 

suspending their public worship 

services and events from Monday until 

the end of the month, the Hungarian 

Reformed Church’s synod has said.

The synod said in a statement 

that in-person worship services 

and congregation activities will be 

suspended from March 8 until March 

26. The synod’s leadership council 

recommended that congregations 

hold worship services online. It also 

called on pastors and presbyteries to 

find ways to help those in need. The 

church said it will make a decision on 

Easter worship services on March 26.

GULYÁS: QUITTING EPP 
‘JUST A TECHNICAL ISSUE’

Fidesz will continue to represent 

traditional Christian democratic, 

conservative, family values having quit 

the European People’s Party, the prime 

minister’s chief of staff, Gergely Gulyás, 

told MTI after talking to Markus Söder, 

leader of the Bavarian Christian Social 

Union (CSU) and the province’s prime 

minister. Fidesz, he said, had decided 

to leave the EPP party and its EP group 

in order to end “years of dependence”. 

Gulyás said he agreed with Söder 

that the EPP was “no longer a right-

wing party”. This, he added, was the 

reason why Fidesz and EPP had parted 

ways. He said the “legendary Bavarian 

Prime Minister Franz Josef Strauss” and 

president of the CSU for more than 

a quarter of a century had stressed 

the party’s right-wing credentials, 

whereas Söder said his party was not 

right wing. “We continue to represent 

Franz Josef Strauss’s views,” he said. 

“A strong Europe is one in which our 

national sovereignty is strongest,” he 

said, adding that Manfred Weber, the 
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Bavarian EPP group leader, considered 

that there was no such thing as 

national sovereignty. Fidesz, he said, 

had not performed an about-turn 

but rather it had always represented 

traditional Christian democratic and 

conservative values. Gulyás insisted 

that the EPP of today had disavowed 

themselves of the legacy of former 

chancellor Helmut Kohl and Strauss, 

and could not put up with parties 

in its ranks that opposed migration 

and believed in the traditional family 

model. He said he agreed with Söder 

that good Bavaria-Hungary ties should 

not be compromised by the fact 

that both would belong to different 

European party families in the future, 

adding that he would hold online 

talks with his German counterpart, 

Chancellor Braun, on 16 March to 

underline this position. Söder called 

for Fidesz’s membership of the EPP 

to be rescinded in a statement in 

Süddeutsche Zeitung, adding that the 

EPP was “a bourgeois centrist party, not 

a right-wing party”.

POPE FRANCIS MEETS GOVT 
OFFICIAL FOR CHRISTIAN 
AFFAIRS IN MOSUL

Pope Francis, during his visit to Mosul, 

met Tristan Azbej, the state secretary of 

the Prime Minister’s Office in charge of 

assisting persecuted Christians. 

Azbej told MTI that he had been 

among the first of the invited guests to 

meet the pontiff. He said the pope was 

praying for Christian communities in 

Iraq in a church demolished by Islamic 

State terrorists. At the meeting, Azbej 

briefed the pope about Hungarian 

support for persecuted Christians 

in Iraq, adding that Francis blessed 

Hungary’s mission.

JUSTICE MIN IN TALKS 
ON TECH GIANTS’ 
TRANSPARENCY

Justice Minister Judit Varga met Thierry 

Breton, the European Commissioner 

for the Internal Market, to discuss 

the Hungarian government’s work 

on the transparency of tech giants, 

and will meet executives of Google 

in the near future to discuss the 

same. Varga said on Facebook that 

bringing tech giants to comply with 

national regulations and to operate 

transparently was an issue “everyone 

in the world” was interested in. 

Hungary’s Digital Freedom Committee 

“has already made resolute actions 

to prepare the establishment of an 

EU-wide regulation”, Varga said. She 

briefed Breton on the Hungarian 

developments, who praised the 

measures and “also asked for our 

patience before submitting a 

Hungarian law,” Varga said. The 

government wants to make tech 

giants’ operations “legal, transparent 

and controllable ... nothing more than 

what applies to other companies and 

small businesses too,” Varga said. Varga 

will therefore accept the invitation of 

Google executives to a meeting, and 

“initiate similar consultations with 

the leaders of Facebook and other 

technology giants,” she said.

FÜRJES: BUDAPEST’S 
DEVELOPMENTS 
REQUIRE GOVT-LOCAL 
COOPERATION

Developments in Budapest can 

proceed if the national government 

and city administration find a way 

to cooperate, Balázs Fürjes, the state 

secretary of the Prime Minister’s 

Office in charge of developments 

in Budapest and its agglomeration, 

said, commenting on Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony’s urban development plans. 

In a statement, Fürjes welcomed 

Karácsony’s coming round to 

agreeing with the government on 

several issues, choosing “cooperation 

instead of warfare”. The government, 

he added, was open to dialogue. The 

mayor, he noted, had accepted the 

government’s proposal to hold the 

next meeting of the Metropolitan 

Public Development Council on March 

18 and to discuss the use of EU funds 

in Budapest. Implicit in Karácsony’s 

willingness to discuss development 

plans was his acknowledgement 

that Budapest’s budget was solid, he 

said. He added that the mayor had 

abandoned his previous position 

and no longer insisted on “tax hikes, 

austerity or indebtedness”. Fürjes said 

the government had succeeded in 

preventing this stance and had thereby 

protected Budapest’s employees and 

businesses from “the town hall’s bad 

economic policies”. It was welcome, 

he added, that Karácsony now agreed 

that investments and developments 
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were needed in Budapest to protect 

jobs, businesses and families. The state 

secretary highlighted three key areas of 

development: housing, transport and 

greening. Fürjes said that 3,000 billion 

forints (EUR 8.3bn) of European Union 

development funding would be spent 

on Budapest developments, focusing 

on transport, renewing the capital’s 

vehicle fleet and increasing the quality 

of green areas.

SOCIALISTS: HUNGARY 
COULD MISS EUROPEAN 
JOB PROTECTION FUNDS 

It is not clear whether the Hungarian 

government has applied for SURE 

funds, the European Union’s job 

protection programme, Socialist MEP 

István Ujhelyi told an online press 

conference, warning that the relevant 

deadline was drawing near. “If the 

government fails to act, Hungary could 

miss out on those funds,” Ujhelyi said. 

He insisted that on top of 504 million 

euros Hungary had received in the first 

phase of the programme, the country 

could benefit from at least a further 

one billion euros in the second. 

He demanded that the government 

indicate whether it was bidding for 

the funds still available from the EU 

scheme. Also, the government should 

pay full compensation to businesses 

affected by the lockdown imposed 

due to the coronavirus pandemic, 

starting on Monday, Ujhelyi said.

TWO HUNGARIAN FILMS 
WIN SILVER BEAR  
IN BERLINALE 

The two Hungarian films in 

competition at the Berlinale 

international film festival have won 

Silver Bears this year, organisers 

said. The Silver Bear for Best 

Director went to Dénes Nagy for his 

debut film Natural Light made in 

Hungarian-Latvian-French-German 

co-production. Based on the novel 

of renowned Hungarian writer Pál 

Závada, Natural Light tells the story 

of István Semetka, a Hungarian farmer 

who serves as a Sub-Lieutenant in a 

special unit scouting for partisan 

groups in WWII occupied Soviet Union. 

In its statement, the international 

jury said the film was “shocking and 

beautifully shot, mesmerising images, 

remarkable direction and a masterful 

control of every aspect of the craft of 

filmmaking, a narration that transcends 

its historical context. A portrait of war 

in which the observant gaze of the 

director reminds us again of the need 

to choose between passivity and 

taking individual responsibility.”

The Silver Bear for Best Supporting 

Performance has been awarded to 

Lilla Kizlinger in Forest - I See You 

Everywhere directed by Bence Fliegauf. 

The film is a series of short stories 

about people revealing the secret 

of their lives. “By the power of her 

interpretation alone, by her intensive 

presence, she pulls to the surface the 

hidden layers of the scene, actually 

defining the motive behind the film: 

the chilling menace of the world, 

what the children of today inherit 

from us grownups. Instead of telling 

us, explaining to us, she accomplishes 

the much more difficult task of raising 

in us the need to think about haunting, 

disquieting questions of our present. 

She enchanted us, and through 

enchantment, she made us think,” 

the jury said.


