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The prime minister said that crèches would stay open for the time being, and florists will also be allowed to open on March 

8, international women’s day. Orbán said he was certain that the lockdown would be “the home stretch” in the fight against 

the virus, adding that the government had “no other choice” than to introduce further restrictions after experts had warned 

of “disastrous” consequences unless they make the move. “We must now lock down so we can reopen around Easter,” the 

prime minister said. Services crucial for people’s daily routine such as grocery stores and shops selling tools for “spring 

gardening” will stay open, but “everything else” including restaurants, casinos, hotels, and shops selling electronics or 

entertainment will stay closed, he said. Orbán said that wage subsidies and tax benefits currently offered to tourism-related 

business would be extended to other sectors impacted by the new restrictions. Tenants in municipally and state-owned 

properties will be exempted from paying rents for the whole month of March, he added.

Hungary’s two-week lockdown from Monday will start “the last phase of the war against 
coronavirus”, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public broadcaster Kossuth Radio.

hUNGarY ‘IN LaST PhaSE OF War aGaINST cOVID’

coronavirus updates
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Dismantling of Váci Street Fontana department store begins
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OrBÁN: NUMBEr  
OF hOSPITaLISED  
cOVID PaTIENTS  
cOULD rEach 20,000

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public 

Kossuth Radio that the average age of 

those that had died was 75.5 years, and 

warned that the elderly continued to be 

a high-risk group. Currently there are 

nearly 6,900 people in hospital with 

Covid-19, he said, but added that “the 

number could rise as high as 15,000 or 

even 20,000”. Hospital beds, ventilators 

and hospital staff are needed to handle 

the situation, Orbán said. In addition to 

utilising domestic reserves, staff will be 

ordered to move between hospitals if 

necessary and resident doctors, medical 

students in the final year and private 

health sector staff will also be expected 

to get involved in the efforts, he added.

“There will be enough beds, enough 

ventilators and enough staff,” he said.

Orbán also asked people to 

postpone “luxury vacations planned 

to dangerous locations” because 

these carry the risk of importing 

new virus variants which could 

endanger other people. Orbán said 

good progress was being made with 

the national vaccination drive, with 

862,953 people having received their 

first shot. A total of 2,813,668 persons 

have registered for vaccination 

by Friday morning, he added. He 

projected that 2.4 million people 

would have been inoculated by the 

first week of April, 4.7 million by early 

May and over 8 million by early July. 

Commenting on vaccine shipments, 

he said the Chinese shipments were 

arriving on schedule, there have been 

slight delays in Russian shipments and 

EU orders were unreliable. He said it 

was impossible to enforce the vaccine 

purchase agreements signed by the 

European Commission. There will be a 

shift in the vaccination drive from GPs 

who personally know their patients 

to mass vaccination, Orbán said. He 

added that there were some technical 

problems involved, including cases 

of vaccinated people being called 

again for inoculation or some called 

to vaccination points far away from 

their place of residence. A decision has 

been made to suspend this system for 

a review and an operative body has 

been set up to correct problems. A 

telephone line has been set up where 

people can report any problems they 

experience with the vaccination drive 

and get personal advice, he said.

The prime minister also slammed the 

leftist parties for “fighting against the 

government rather than the virus” and 

for “representing Brussels in Hungary”.

OrBÁN: FIDESZ, EPP 
‘ParTED WaYS’

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, 

commenting on the exit of Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz party from the European 

People’s Party group, told public 

broadcaster Kossuth Radio that 

when all European prime ministers 

were practically “fighting a life-and-

death battle” to protect their citizens 

from the virus, others “in a Brussels 

bubble” were busy making changes 

to regulations in order to make life 

difficult for certain member parties. 

“We said ‘enough of that, thank you’,” 

he added. Fidesz and the EPP have 

“basically parted ways”, Orbán said. He 

said he had spoken with the chairman 

of the CDU, the Poles, Matteo Salvini 

and the leader of the other Italian right-

wing party. Essentially, the aim is “to 

have a home for our type of people” 

who want to protect families and their 

home country, who want national 

cooperation instead of a “European 

empire”, he said.

OrBÁN DIScUSSES 
VaccINE PrODUcTION 
WITh EU INTErNaL 
MarKET cOMMISSIONEr

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán discussed 

vaccine production and defence and 

energy policy issues with Thierry 

Breton, the European Commissioner 

in charge of the EU single market, in 

Budapest, the PM’s press chief said.

Breton is leading a new EU task 

force set up to identify and eliminate 

bottlenecks in vaccine production 

and distribution and work out rapid 

response to biological threats faced 

by Europe.

Member states’ dependence on 

non-EU countries evidenced during 

the pandemic and the need for EU 

members to create their own capacity 

in industries and strategic value chains 

of key importance was a matter 

stressed at the meeting, Bertalan 

Havasi told MTI. Exposure to outside 
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suppliers must be reduced, especially 

in the area of raw materials of critical 

importance, and energy sovereignty 

must be further strengthened, he said.

Orbán told the commissioner that 

Hungary is focusing investment on the 

upgrade of universities, on sustainable 

green transport and energy, and the 

circular economy as well as on the 

acceleration of digitalisation.

The EU commissioner met 

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics and Justice Minister 

Judit Varga earlier in the day.

hUNGarY rEcOrDS 143 
cOVID FaTaLITIES, 6,369 
MOrE INFEcTIONS

Fully 143 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, have 

died over the past 24 hours, and 

6,369 new coronavirus infections 

have been registered, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Friday. The number 

of infections has risen to 452,547, 

while the death toll has increased 

to 15,619. The number of recoveries 

stands at 331,557. There are 105,371 

active infections, while hospitals are 

caring for 6,867 Covid patients, 677 of 

whom are on ventilators. Fully 45,164 

people are in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried out 

has increased to 3,781,181. Altogether 

862,953 people have been vaccinated 

so far, with 279,727 having received a 

second shot.

The government has imposed 

new lockdown measures aimed at 

tackling the rise in infections. Shops, 

with the exception of grocery stores, 

pharmacies, drugstores and petrol 

stations, will be closed and services, 

with the exception of private health 

care, suspended between March 8 and 

22. Kindergartens and primary schools 

will be closed from March 8 until 

April 7. Gyms will also be closed for 

two weeks, but licenced athletes are 

allowed to train and compete behind 

closed doors. Parks will be allowed 

to stay open and outdoor sports will 

also be allowed for activities in which 

people can maintain a safe distance 

of 1.5 metres.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (85,273) and Pest County 

(58,861), followed by Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén (25,856), Győr-Moson-Sopron 

(25,677) and Hajdú-Bihar counties 

(25,117). The county least affected by 

the infection is Tolna (10,083).

SZIJJÁrTÓ: cENTraL 
EUrOPE, BaLTIcS ShOULD 
FOcUS ON SharED 
INTErESTS

Central Europe and the Baltics share 

identical interests in several areas, 

which should be utilised in view of the 

coronavirus pandemic “more than ever 

before”, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said.

Szijjártó told a press conference 

held jointly with his Latvian 

counterpart after talks in Riga that 

the regions share the same security 

and energy interests. It is important 

for Hungary to contribute to defence 

security in the Baltics, he added. 

Hungary’s air force will carry out the 

defence of Baltic airspace between 

September and December next year, 

similarly to 2019, Szijjártó said. After 

next year, Hungarian Gripens and 

Hungarian pilots will again return to 

the area in 2025, he added.

“It is also important... to maintain 

secure energy supplies in the eastern 

part of the continent,” he said. A 

Hungarian company will participate 

in the information technology 

development of Latvian energy 

companies, linking the national energy 

networks of Baltic countries and 

harmonising their common energy 

markets, he added.

Szijjártó said it was important that 

central Europe and the Baltics should 

have infrastructure links, including a 

railway link, which he said would be a 

most important development.

Latvia and Hungary share the same 

views about major challenges facing 

the EU, he said. Both countries support 

EU enlargement and believe that the 

EU can become stronger if the number 

of its members increases, he added. It 

is important that the EU should expand 

in the direction of the Western Balkans, 

he said.

Commenting on illegal migration, 

he said both countries reject the 

introduction of mandatory settlement 

quotas in the EU. 

“Brussels unfortunately continues 

to pursue pro-migration policies but 

we reject the mandatory settlement 

of illegal migrants, we reject quotas 

and in this matter we cooperate with 

Latvia,” he said.
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OPPOSITION SLaMS GOVT 
OVEr ‘cOLLaPSE’ OF 
VaccINaTION SchEME

Hungary’s opposition parties 

continued to criticise the government 

over what they called “a collapse” 

and “failure” of national pandemic 

protection measures.

The Democratic Coalition (DK) 

and LMP parties have slammed 

the government for “a collapse” of 

the national vaccination drive and 

“continued unpreparedness” for 

handling the coronavirus crisis.

Balázs Barkóczi, DK’s spokesman, 

told an online press conference that 

“overall confusion” surrounded mass 

inoculations planned for the weekend 

with mishaps in the system of calling 

in people for getting their jabs. 

“These included cases when people 

vaccinated already were called again 

for inoculation or some summoned to 

vaccination points far away from their 

homes,” he said, adding that the prime 

minister had admitted to the failure 

in his morning radio interview. DK 

demands an explanation and that the 

prime minister should name officials 

responsible for the “chaos”, Barkóczi 

said.

Máté Kanász-Nagy, LMP’s co-leader, 

told an online press conference that 

the only subject the prime minister 

failed to discuss in his Friday radio 

interview was “how the country will 

operate from Monday on”. “The fact 

that sufficient contact tracing and 

testing are still not in place show how 

unprepared the government is to 

handle the pandemic and the crisis 

going with it,” he said.

After a meeting of the opposition’s 

Covid-2021 committee on Friday 

afternoon, György László Lukács, 

Jobbik’s deputy leader, said destroying 

ANTSZ, the top epidemic authority, in 

2015 had been a major cause of the 

current inefficiency in protection.

Tamás Harangozó, deputy group 

leader of the Socialists, said that the 

government had one full year to 

prepare a proper vaccination action 

plan but failed to draft one and should 

“feel ashamed” rather than “boasting 

its protection efforts” as a success.

Bence Tordai, deputy group-leader 

of Párbeszéd, called for benefit 

schemes to compensate local 

governments for their revenue loss 

and to support pensioners.

Áron Iker, of Momentum, said the 

government’s crisis management efforts 

can be described as “too little too late”.

István Hollik, the communications 

director of ruling Fidesz, said in 

response that the opposition parties 

were sending confusing messages 

which amount to “a mess”.

NaTIONaL PUBLIc hEaLTh 
cENTrE TO BUILD NEW 
NaTIONaL SEcUrITY LaB

The National Public Health Centre 

on Friday said it will build a national 

security laboratory with the help of 12 

billion forints (EUR 33m) support to be 

received under the human resources 

development operative programme.

The aim of the project is to develop, 

in addition to a laboratory offering the 

highest biological protection (BSL3/

BSL4), a national security laboratory 

unique in Hungary and in central 

Europe which will offer an up-to-date 

environment and infrastructure for the 

diagnostics and research of dangerous 

pathogens, the statement said.

The laboratory to be equipped with 

state-of-the-art technology will speed 

up the identification of rare biological 

agents that are increasingly present in 

Hungary and this will enable faster and 

more targeted measures to protect 

the health of the public and indirectly 

protect the economy, it added.

The new infrastructure is expected 

to play a key role in Hungary and 

internationally in the research of 

new vaccines against dangerous 

pathogens, such as the coronavirus, 

the bird flu and the Crimean–Congo 

hemorrhagic fever, immunology 

research and in studying the course 

of diseases, the statement said.

The development project will 

involve building the premises for the 

new security laboratory, setting up 

the information technology system 

and procuring the new equipment 

required for operating the lab.

WEEKEND aSTraZENEca 
VaccINaTION 
aPPOINTMENTS DELaYED

Hungary’s vaccination programme 

is progressing as planned but 

vaccinations with the AstraZeneca jab 

originally scheduled for this coming 
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weekend will be delayed to a later date, 

a government official said.

István György, a state secretary of the 

prime minister’s office, told a briefing 

of the operational body responsible 

for controlling the epidemic that 77,513 

vaccinations had been carried out on 

Thursday and a total of 400,000 are 

expected to be completed during the 

whole week. Of these, 114,600 are done 

using Pfizer vaccines administered 

at vaccination points, 40,000 with 

Moderna jabs in social care institutions 

and 250,000 Sinopharm vaccines 

are being administered by GPs. The 

vaccination drive continues in health-

care and social institutions, with more 

than 400,000 vaccines planned to be 

used in the next few days, he added.

György said a total of 862,953 first 

shots and 279,727 second shots have 

been administered in Hungary so far.

VarGa: EcONOMY cOULD 
GrOW 4-4.5% IN 2021

Hungary’s economy could grow by 

4-4.5% this year, if enough Hungarians 

are vaccinated to allow pandemic 

restrictions to be lifted after Easter, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said. 

Speaking at a press conference on an 

unrelated topic, Varga said annualised 

second-quarter GDP growth could be 

“in the double digits”. He added that 

the finance ministry is putting the 

finishing touches on a decree that 

will extend and broaden support for 

businesses suffering the effects of the 

coronavirus crisis.

Hungary’s economy shrank by 5% 

in 2020, according to data from the 

Central Statistical Office.

INDUSTrIaL OUTPUT 
FaLLS 6.7% IN JaNUarY

Industrial output in Hungary fell by 

6.7% in January, after climbing for 

several months, a first reading of data 

released by the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) shows. Adjusted for the number 

of workdays - of which there were two 

fewer in January 2021 than in the base 

period - industrial output dropped 

2.8%. KSH said “most branches of 

manufacturing” contributed to the 

decline. Output of the automotive 

sector fell by “a significant degree” and 

output of the food, drink and tobacco 

products segment by “a smaller 

degree”, while output of the computer, 

electronics and optical equipment 

segment rose. In a month-on-month 

comparison, industrial output rose by 

a seasonally- and workday-adjusted 

0.2%.

caThOLIc chUrchES 
TO STaY OPEN DUrING 
LOcKDOWN

Catholic churches in Hungary will stay 

open and services will continue to be 

public, the Hungarian Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference said in a statement.

In view of the country’s lockdown 

starting next Monday “churches are 

especially important as places for 

spiritual renewal and prayer”, the 

statement said, but added that local 

bishops would relieve church-goers 

of their obligation to attend mass. 

Services will be held in line of curfew 

and other regulations, with special 

regard to physical distancing and 

wearing masks, the statement said.


