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Shops, with the exception of food stores, pharmacies and petrol stations, will be closed and services, with the exception 

of private health care, suspended between March 8 and 22, Gergely Gulyás said. Kindergartens and primary schools will 

be closed from March 8 until April 7, he said. Gyms will also be closed for two weeks, but licenced athletes will be allowed 

to train and compete behind closed doors. Parks will be allowed to stay open and outdoor sports will also be allowed for 

activities in which people can maintain a safe distance of 1.5 metres, he said.

The government asks employers to ensure that their employees can work from home wherever possible, particularly in the 

case of those with children, Gulyás said. Mask-wearing remains mandatory outdoors, he said. Hungary will impose tighter 

controls on its borders, adding, however that freight and transit traffic will not be restricted. Wage subsidies and tax cuts 

introduced for the hospitality industry will be expanded for the period of the lockdown to all sectors forced to shut down 

by the new measures, Gulyás said. 

Hungary will close almost all shops and services for two weeks along with 
kindergartens and primary schools for the next month in an effort to tackle the third 
wave of coronavirus infections, the prime minister’s chief of staff announced.
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GULYÁS: THIRD WAVE 
ONLY CURBED BY STRICT 
LOCKDOWN

 The third wave of the coronavirus 

pandemic is expected to be stronger 

than either of the previous waves, the 

prime minsiter’s chief of staff said. 

Gergely Gulyás added, however, 

that another “new feature” was 

that vaccines were at hand and 

that the inoculation of citizens was 

proceeding well. “We can say for 

certain” that Hungary is currently 

third in Europe regarding the 

inoculation rate, and is expected to 

top that list by next week, Gulyás 

said. However, that pace is still 

not enough to curb the spread of 

new mutant variants, he said. The 

pandemic is spreading faster and 

faster, and its reproduction rate 

in Hungary is one of the highest 

in Europe, Gulyás said. Vaccine 

procurement is lagging in Brussels, 

and even the use of “Eastern 

vaccines” can’t ensure nationwide 

protection within two weeks, he 

said. The only short-term remedy is a 

drastic reduction in contact rates, he 

said. The operative body and experts 

are in full agreement on the necessity 

of the measure, he added. “If we 

didn’t go into lockdown now, not 

only would the number of incidents 

and deaths grow, it would also delay 

the opening of the country,” he said. 

The country will start to reopen, 

“probably gradually”, on March 22, 

he said.

Hungarian citizens’ wishes 

will be key to the details of that 

reopening, he said, and called on all 

to participate in the government’s 

National Consultation survey on the 

issue.  The government will discuss 

the details of reopening the country 

at a meeting on March 17, and will 

take the results of the survey into 

consideration, he said. The third 

wave needs to be “broken”, Gulyás 

said, adding that the new measures 

were necessary for that purpose. If 

everyone complies, life may restart 

earlier in Hungary, he said.

GULYÁS: HEALTH-CARE 
WORKERS ’FULLY ON 
BOARD’ WITH LEGAL 
STATUS REGULATION

Asked about the law on the legal 

status of health-care personnel on 

the sector, Gulyás noted that 96.3% 

of health workers had signed their 

contracts establishing their new legal 

status. He said this meant that not 

only had parliament passed the law 

unanimously, but that the sector’s 

workers were also fully on board 

with the changes. All conditions are 

in place for Hungary’s health-care 

workers to carry out their duties even 

in the difficult situation they face 

because of the pandemic, Gulyás 

said. He noted the recent wage hike 

given to doctors and said that nurses 

are also seeing a gradual increase 

in their pay. He noted that the 

legislation also bans the acceptance 

of gratuities.

Asked about immunity certificates, 

Gulyás noted that the European 

Union has yet to pass uniform 

regulation on the document, 

adding that any suggestion to the 

contrary was fake news. Though 

the EU’s professional organisations 

have put forward proposals in the 

matter, the bloc has not adopted any 

regulations, he said, and expressed 

hope that the EU would eventually 

pass rules on the certificates. 

Gulyás noted, at the same time, 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 

suggestion that immunity certificates 

should be issued by national 

authorities and they should be 

accepted across the bloc. He said all 

member states would have to accept 

each other’s immunity certificates on 

the basis of reciprocity. Hungary will 

refuse to accept certificates issued 

by a member state that does not 

recognise the Hungarian document, 

he added.

ORBÁN SLAMS EPP’S 
‘POWER GAMES’ AS 
EUROPE GRAPPLES WITH 
PANDEMIC

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in a 

“samizdat” letter published on his 

website, slammed the European 

People’s Party for “indulging itself 

in power games” while the rest 

of Europe fights “a life-and-death 

battle” against the coronavirus 

pandemic. “While we here in 

Hungary -- and other leaders in 

their own countries -- are literally 
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fighting a life-and-death battle 

against the coronavirus, the EPP 

is indulging itself in power games 

within the bubble of bureaucrats 

in Brussels,” the prime minister 

wrote. “This is unacceptable.” Orbán 

noted that Fidesz’s MEPs have left 

the EPP’s European Parliamentary 

group, refusing to accept “that the 

rights of Members of the European 

Parliament -- and thus the rights of 

Hungarian voters -- be restricted 

by an amendment of the Group’s 

statutes”. The prime minister said 

the departure of Fidesz’s MEPs 

from the EPP group also opened 

up a “new perspective” in European 

politics. Orbán said Hungarians had 

“wanted to return the EPP -- which is 

in continuous retreat, jettisoning its 

political values, as if from a sinking 

airship -- to its former position as 

Europe’s leading intellectual and 

political force”. The aim, he said, 

had been to once again make the 

conservative grouping “a large, 

strong, democratic formation 

of the right, which could bring 

together centrist, conservative and 

traditional Christian democratic 

parties and their voters into a 

great shared political home”. But 

Orbán said this opportunity “was 

lost” on Wednesday and the EPP 

had become “an annexe of the 

European left”, meaning that there 

was “no longer any difference” on 

key issues like migration, family 

values and national sovereignty 

between itself and the left wing. 

“There is good reason for parties on 

the European left and their leaders 

to light bonfires in celebration: they 

have expanded their numbers with 

the addition of another party,” he 

added. Now, he said, Fidesz’s task 

was to help build a new European 

democratic right wing “that offers 

a home to European citizens who 

do not want migrants, who do not 

want multiculturalism, who have not 

descended into LGBTQ lunacy, who 

defend Europe’s Christian traditions, 

who respect the sovereignty of 

nations, and who see their nations 

not as part of their past, but as part 

of their future”.

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

on Facebook slammed Weber for 

“organising the removal” of Fidesz 

from the European Parliamentary 

group instead of focusing on 

managing the coronavirus pandemic. 

Szijjártó said it was time to ask “just 

how many hours” Weber had spent 

procuring vaccines “or anything else 

needed to protect the lives, health 

and jobs of the European people”. 

FINANCE MINISTER: 
PRESS FREEDOM 
FULLY GUARANTEED 
BY HUNGARIAN 
REGULATIONS

The freedom of the press is fully 

guaranteed by Hungarian legislation, 

media operate on a market basis 

and the government of Hungary has 

“neither the right nor the intention 

to interfere in such matters in any 

way”, Finance Minister Mihály Varga 

said in a letter addressed to his Dutch 

counterpart.

In the letter, which Varga posted 

on Facebook on Thursday, he said he 

regretted to learn Wopke Hoekstra 

had told the Dutch daily De Volkskrant 

that the freedom of the press was 

restricted in Hungary. Varga said 

Hungarian media outlets operate 

on a market basis and everyday 

experience also showed “that there 

is real diversity in public debates and 

in the media in Hungary”.

“All objective analyses show that 

the market share of government-

critical media in Hungary is well 

above 50%,” he added. “The vast 

majority of the most-read Hungarian 

online news portals strongly criticise 

the government, and a ... Hungarian 

commercial TV channel with the 

highest viewership is among the most 

critical channels,” Varga said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 152 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
NUMBER OF INFECTIONS 
RISES BY 6,278

Fully 152 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, have 

died over the past 24 hours, and 

6,278 new coronavirus infections 

have been registered, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Thursday. The 

number of infections has risen to 

446,178, while the death toll has 

increased to 15,476. The number 

of recoveries stands at 328,136. 

There are 102,566 active infections, 

while hospitals are caring for 6,554 
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Covid patients, 639 of whom are 

on ventilators. Fully 41,440 people 

are in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried 

out has increased to 3,749,907. 

Altogether 785,440 people have 

been vaccinated so far, with 267,153 

having received a second shot. 

DK SLAMS GOVT FOR 
HEALTH-CARE CHANGES 
‘THREATENING LIVES OF 
TENS OF THOUSANDS’

Opposition Democratic Coalition on 

Thursday slammed the government 

for introducing changes in health 

care that they said “threaten the 

lives of tens of thousands”. DK 

board member Olga Kálmán told 

an online press conference that 

since the cabinet decided to lift 

certain hospitals’ obligation to 

cater for local patients, it is up to 

ambulances to find one in fifteen 

designated hospitals in Budapest 

and Pest county that has room 

to cater for new cases. Since the 

department of internal medicine has 

been converted in many hospitals 

to receive corona patients only, 

there is hardly any room left for 

other patients, including those that 

suffered a stroke or a heart attack, 

she added.

Kálmán said that in addition, 

hospital staff are also burdened with 

having to sign new work contracts. 

She said there were staff enough for 

three entire hospitals that refused 

to sign the new contracts, which 

“again proves that Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán is unable to control the 

situation, unable to handle the crisis 

and run the government.”

SOCIALISTS DEMAND 
ASSISTANCE TO PEOPLE 
IMPACTED BY EPIDEMIC

Socialist deputy group leader Tamás 

Harangozó demanded government 

assistance to “those in trouble”, at an 

online press conference on Thursday. 

Harangozó said the government’s 

new lockdown measures, announced 

earlier in the day, were unavoidable, 

but urged provisions to ensure that 

parents staying at home with their 

children at a time when schools and 

kindergartens are closed should “not 

suffer from lost income or any other 

drawbacks”. He also said that each 

family must be helped to equipment 

necessary for their children to 

participate in digital education. 

Harangozó also noted that many 

children were not provided hot 

meals outside school, and urged 

government action to ensure that 

needy children get their daily meals. 

With regard to the coronavirus 

situation, final secondary school tests 

should be conducted in writing only, 

abandoning the traditional written 

and oral test combination. The 

deputy called on the government to 

draw down European Union funds to 

complement wage subsidies to avoid 

massive layoffs. 

Furthermore, Harangozó 

demanded immediate vaccination 

of people “running the country’s 

daily operations” and called on the 

government to stop its political 

struggle with municipalities. 

He also demanded that casinos 

should be shut down with immediate 

effect.

AGRICULTURE MINISTER: 
GREENS REPORT ‘ATTACK 
AGAINST HUNGARIAN 
FARMERS’

The agriculture minister slammed a 

report commissioned by the European 

Parliament’s Greens/EFA party group 

as “another attack against Hungarian 

farmers”. The report, published on 

February 25, criticised the farming 

systems of central and eastern 

European countries and the use of 

common agricultural policy (CAP) 

funds in Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, 

Hungary, Slovakia and Romania. It said 

the misuse of agricultural funds was 

wide-spread in all those countries, and 

called on the EU to take measures to 

improve transparency. Agriculture 

Minister István Nagy said the report 

failed to consider “facts clearly showing 

the results of the government’s reform 

of the regulation on the ownership 

and support of farmland,” which he 

said Socialist-Liberal governments 

had put in place between 2002 and 

2010 “to favour the corporate lobby.”  

The Fidesz government amended 

the regulations to support small and 

midsize land owners, raising the size of 

farmland in the hands of small owners 

to 3.2 million hectares, or 61% of all 
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Hungarian farmland, from 2.5 million 

hectares in 2010, Nagy said.   Hungary 

has one of the “strictest and most 

sophisticated” control mechanisms 

to control farming subsidies, regularly 

reviewed by the European Commission 

and the European Court of Auditors, 

he said. At least 80% of the agriculture 

development funding goes to small 

and midsize farmers, Nagy said, adding 

that nearly 170,000 Hungarian farmers 

availed themselves of “hundreds of 

billions of forints” in EU funding every 

year. Strengthening small and midsize 

farmers is the backbone of Hungarian 

agricultural policy, which “people 

actually making a living from farming 

appreciate”, Nagy said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DISCUSSES 
BILATERAL COOPERATION 
WITH LITHUANIAN 
COUNTERPART

Hungary and Lithuania both assign 

strategic importance to cooperation 

between their two countries, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said after 

talks with Gabrielius Landsbergis, 

his Lithuanian counterpart. Nothing 

exemplifies the level of solidarity 

between the two countries more than 

the fact that Hungary has now twice 

played a leading role in the protection 

of Lithuania’s air space, Szijjártó 

told MTI after his videoconference 

with Landsbergis. The minister said 

Hungary will again be in charge of 

patrolling the Baltic country’s air 

space between September and 

December next year, as well as in 

2025. Both countries have an interest 

in the creation of a north-south 

infrastructural and energy axis in 

central Europe, Szijjártó said, noting 

that the Visegrad Group Hungary 

forms with the Czech Republic, 

Poland and Slovakia was working on 

building a fast railway link between 

Budapest and Warsaw. Meanwhile, the 

Baltic states are preparing to build a 

high-speed railway line linking their 

own countries, he added. Connecting 

the two lines would create a rail 

link extending from the Baltics to 

Hungary, Szijjártó said.

Concerning bilateral economic 

cooperation, the minister said a 

consortium of Lithuanian companies 

has been contracted to build the new 

laser system for the ELI Laser Research 

Centre in Szeged, in southern Hungary.  

He said Hungary and Lithuania were 

also working together in challenging 

the European Union’s mobility 

package in the Court of Justice of the 

European Union on the grounds that 

it puts central European road haulage 

companies at a disadvantage.

RETAIL SALES FALL 2.6% IN 
JANUARY - KSH

Retail sales in Hungary fell by an 

annual 2.6% in January, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Adjusted 

for calendar year effects, retail sales 

dropped 1.8% year-on-year but were 

up 0.5% month-on-month. Adjusted 

food sales rose by 1.5%, but non-food 

sales slipped by 2.2% and vehicle fuel 

sales declined by 8.5%.

EXPORT, IMPORT 
GROWTH ACCELERATES IN 
DECEMBER

Hungary’s exports and imports both 

grew at a faster pace in December, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

confirmed. Exports rose by an annual 

11.0% to 8.349 billion euros and 

imports climbed 7.1% to 7.951 billion 

euros, both accelerating from the 

previous month. The trade surplus 

stood at 398 million euros, widening 

from 99 million euros in the base 

period. For the full year, exports fell 

by 4.2% to 104.490 billion euros and 

imports dropped by 5.8% to 98.695 

billion. The trade surplus widened to 

5.795 billion euros from 4.334 billion a 

year earlier.

SEMMELWEIS UNIVERSITY 
RECEIVES FIRST 
HUNGARIAN VENTILATORS

The first ten Hungarian-developed 

ventilators have been delivered to 

Semmelweis University, the innovation 

and technology ministry said on 

Thursday. The ventilators, which 

were developed in a joint project by 

the university and several investors, 

will ensure personalised support for 

patients suffering from breathing 

difficulties, the ministry’s statement 

said.

The project was a recipient of 

the government’s research and 

development funding, set up last 

year with a 3 billion forint (EUR 8.2m) 
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framework to support projects 

aiding protection efforts against the 

coronavirus pandemic. The ministry 

has supported some 30 such projects 

since last spring, the statement said.

FORMER JOBBIK 
LAWMAKER’S NEW PARTY 
TO RUN ON OWN TICKET IN 
2022 ELECTION

The new party Civic Answer (Polgári 

Válasz), founded by János Bencsik, a 

former Jobbik lawmaker, will run its 

own national list and field individual 

candidates in every electoral district 

in the general election next spring. 

“Recent developments [in Hungarian 

politics] have made it clear that 

Christian conservative values are not 

represented in politics at all,” Bencsik, 

who was the leader of Jobbik’s 

Budapest chapter, said in a statement.  

He said that ever since he announced 

his new movement, many people 

across Hungary had got in touch 

with them, which Bencsik said “was 

a call for us to fly the flag of a civic 

Hungary, the flag [now ruling] Fidesz 

has long thrown away and the left 

wing opposition has never carried at 

all”. Civic Answer will never serve “the 

interests of the ruling forces under an 

opposition banner” as it will never join 

the six-party alliance of the opposition 

for the 2022 ballot, he said. “We will 

represent those not represented 

otherwise in either form: those 

Hungarians who respect traditions, 

performance and the concept of the 

nation-state,” Bencsik said. The party 

stands for open and rational public 

discourse and cultured debates, for 

respecting laws and their “exemplary 

observance by those in power” and 

demands predictability, transparency 

and accountability from a government, 

he said.

HUNGARY TO HOST 
MOTOGP RACES FROM 
2023

Hungary will make a return to the 

MotoGP calendar in 2023, having 

signed a ten-year deal to host races 

at a track currently being built near 

Hajdúnánás, in the eastern part of 

the country. The agreement was 

signed by Carmelo Ezpeleta, the 

CEO of MotoGP promoter Dorna 

Sports, and József Pacza, CEO of 

Kelet-Magyarországi Versenypálya, 

the track’s operator, at the Ministry 

of Innovation and Technology. Bids 

for the construction of the race track 

are expected to be invited at the 

end of the year, Lajos Kósa, the MP 

representing the eastern Hungarian 

region, has said. Ezpeleta said Dorna 

Sports would do everything it can to 

make sure that the race was successful 

both from a sporting and economic 

perspective. Hungary last hosted a 

motorcycle Grand Prix in 1992 at the 

Hungaroring.

FIVE-STAR HOTEL TO OPEN 
IN BUDAPEST LANDMARK 
DRECHSLER PALACE IN 
2022

The W Budapest Hotel, a five-star hotel 

in the landmark Drechsler Palace, a 

former home to the Hungarian Ballet 

Institute, will open in 2022, general 

contractor DVM group told MTI. DVM 

group, which has renovated a number 

of Budapest landmarks including the 

Eiffel Palace, the US embassy and 

the Bank of China (CEE) HQ, started 

renovating the building, which has 

stood vacant for 19 years, in January. 

The 151-room hotel, owned by QPR 

Properties, will be operated by Marriott 

International unit W Hotels, the group 

said. Designed by Ödön Lechner and 

Gyula Pártos, the Drechsler Palace was 

built in the French Renaissance and 

Neo-Gothic styles between 1883 and 

1886. It is located on Andrássy Avenue, 

a UNESCO world heritage site, just 

opposite the Hungarian State Opera. 

The district council sold the three-

storey building in 1997.


