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The EPP group voted on Wednesday to change the group’s statutes to make it possible to suspend the membership of a 

whole group, not just individual MEP members, or to terminate membership collectively if the party group’s rules were 

seriously breached. Fidesz MEPs Kinga Gál and Tamás Deutsch said it was “unacceptable” that the EPP group had launched 

“hasty administrative manoeuvers” during the coronavirus epidemic that was “claiming the lives of thousands of European 

citizens every day, putting unprecedented pressure on our citizens and economies.”  The Fidesz MEPs said they had stated 

their legal and political concerns on several occasions, but the final version of the amendment to the EPP statutes was still 

unsatisfactory. The change in rules that would allow a simple majority to oust a whole party group from the EPP group 

would prevent Fidesz MEPs from exercising their parliamentary rights, they added. The Fidesz MEPs said the democratic 

will of almost 2 million Hungarians who backed Fidesz in the European elections “must be respected fully”.

MEPs of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz party have quit the European People’s Party (EPP) 
group after it approved an amendment to the umbrella party’s rules at a group 
meeting.
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FIDESZ LEADERS SLAM 
CHANGES TO EPP 
STATUTES

Katalin Novák, a deputy leader of ruling 

Fidesz, has slammed the EPP group’s 

vote to amend its statutes, which led 

to Fidesz’s 12 MEPs leaving the group 

on Wednesday.  “Thousands of people 

are dying in the European Union on a 

daily basis,” Novák said on Facebook. 

“And yet the European People’s Party’s 

parliamentary group is focused 

on limiting Fidesz MEPs’ room for 

manoeuvre.” Novák, who is Hungary’s 

minister without portfolio for family 

affairs, noted that Fidesz decided to 

“put an end to the disagreements” and 

leave the EPP group after the umbrella 

party approved an amendment to 

its statutes that would allow MEPs 

to be removed from the group en-

bloc with a simple majority. Novák 

also shared a letter by Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán addressed to Manfred 

Weber, the EPP’s group leader, on 

Fidesz’s decision to leave the group. 

In his capacity as Fidesz leader, 

Orbán said he was disappointed to 

witness “the EPP group paralysed 

by internal administrative matters 

and busy silencing ... democratically 

elected Europeans, while hundreds 

of thousands of Europeans are 

hospitalised...” He called the change 

in rules “a clearly hostile step towards 

our voters and Fidesz”.  “This is anti-

democratic, unfair and unacceptable.” 

The governing body of Fidesz, he 

added, “has decided to leave the EPP 

group in the European Parliament 

immediately.” Orbán added that Fidesz 

MEPs would continue “to speak for 

those voters they represent and defend 

the interests of the Hungarian people.”

Justice Minister Judit Varga said EPP 

head Manfred Weber should have 

kept the party group together rather 

than weakening it. Varga said Fidesz’s 

long-time disagreement with the party 

family started because Weber “does 

not want to lead ... [the EPP according 

to] Christian-Conservative values”. 

“He made this clear when he said 

that national sovereignty no longer 

exists.” Varga said Fidesz believed in 

preserving the country’s “thousand-

year-old culture” while cooperating 

with European countries.

SALVINI ASSURES ORBÁN 
OF ‘FRIENDSHIP  
WITH HUNGARIANS’

Matteo Salvini, leader of the Italian 

League party, texted a message 

to Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, 

assuring Orbán of his “friendship 

and closeness to the Hungarian 

nation” after the MEPs of Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz announced to leave 

the European People’s Party (EPP) 

family in the European Parliament. 

Salvini and Orbán also talked 

on the phone later in the day, 

and discussed issues regarding 

vaccination against the coronavirus, 

reopening their countries’ economy 

after easing restrictions, as well as 

migration and the protection of 

families, the League party said. 

Meanwhile, Joerg Meuthen, the 

deputy leader of Germany’s radical 

Alternative fuer Deutschland (AfD) 

party and an MEP sitting in the Identity 

and Democracy (ID) party group in the 

European Parliament, said ID would 

welcome the Fidesz MEPs among its 

ranks. Fidesz’s stance on migration, 

identity and national sovereignty is 

“clearly much closer to ID than to EPP,” 

Meuthen said. 

The ID currently counts 76 MEPs of the 

Italian Lega, the French Rassemblement 

National and the AfD parties.

HUNGARY’S CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRAT PARTY  
TO REMAIN IN EPP

Hungary’s allied ruling Christian 

Democrat (KDNP) party will remain 

a member of the European People’s 

Party group after the MEPs of senior 

governing party Fidesz announced 

to leave the group. György Hölvényi, 

KNDP’s only MEP currently serving 

in the European Parliament, told MTI 

that the party joined the predecessor 

of the EPP, the European Union of 

Christian Democrats, in the early 

1990s.  The amendments of the EPP’s 

statutes, which the EPP adopted 

earlier in the day, do not “present a 

legal issue to KNDP and do not strip 

the party of positions it is holding”, 

Holvenyi said. He said the party 

would continue to work for the cause 

of religious freedom, for persecuted 

Christians, for interreligious dialogue 

and for the advancement of European 

development policy.
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HUNGARY RECORDS 136 
COVID FATALITIES, 4,211 
MORE INFECTIONS

Fully 136 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, have 

died over the past 24 hours, and 4,211 

new coronavirus infections have been 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said. 

The number of infections has risen 

to 439,900, while the death toll has 

increased to 15,324. The number of 

recoveries stands at 326,215. There are 

98,361 active infections, while hospitals 

are caring for 6,367 Covid patients, 622 

of whom are on ventilators. Fully 37,005 

people are in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried out 

has increased to 3,719,113. Altogether 

758,037 people have been vaccinated 

so far, with 253,368 having received a 

second shot. 

SZIJJÁRTÓ EXPRESSES 
HOPE THAT SLOVAKIA’S 
DUAL CITIZENSHIP 
ISSUE WOULD ONCE BE 
RESOLVED

Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s foreign 

minister, expressed hope that the 

issue of dual citizenship would 

sometime in future be resolved 

in Slovakia, after talks in Komarno 

(Révkomárom). Szijjjártó held talks 

with Béla Keszegh, the local mayor 

and board member of the Party of 

the Hungarian Community in Slovakia, 

and György Gyimesi, member of the 

Slovak National Council. “The option 

of dual citizenship, it seems at the 

moment, is not ensured in Slovakia,” 

Szijjártó said after the meeting which 

also addressed the citizenship issue. 

“Dual citizenship is a legal instrument 

that exists across Europe, an institution 

which should not be feared,” he said. 

“We would like to discuss this issue 

with Slovakia, a strategic partner for 

Hungary, rationally and on the ground 

of mutual respect,” Szijjártó said, 

calling the neighbouring country’s 

Hungarian community an important 

link in bilateral ties. He called on 

Slovakia’s Hungarians to participate 

at the ongoing national census and 

declare their ethnicity. Concerning 

the coronavirus epidemic, Szijjártó said 

that the Slovak government had asked 

for his help in putting their officials in 

contact with Russian and Chinese 

partners during talks on purchasing 

Covid-19 vaccines from those two 

countries.  He said the Hungarian 

government was also sending 27 

ventillators to 13 hospitals in southern 

Slovakia where a large Hungarian 

community lives.

DK CALLS FOR AMENDING 
LAW ON LEGAL STATUS  
OF HEALTH WORKERS

The leftist Democratic Coalition 

proposed that the opposition parties 

resubmit an amendment proposal to 

the law on the legal status of health-

care personnel. DK’s parliamentary 

spokesman Zoltán Varga told an 

online press conference that the 

parts of the law that put doctors, 

nurses and other health workers at 

a disadvantage should be annulled. 

He added that the recent wage hikes 

approved for the sector should be 

expanded to apply to nurses and 

other health-care personnel as 

well. “All we’ve been seeing in the 

news for days now is which hospital 

department has had to shut down 

and how many doctors and nurses 

have quit...” Varga said. He blamed 

the exodus of workers on the law 

establishing their new legal status and 

the unwillingness of ruling party MP 

to approve an amendment proposal 

put forward by the opposition last year, 

incorporating changes to the bill based 

on recommendations of the Hungarian 

Chamber of Doctors.

POLISH FINANCE 
MINISTER: V4 POISED 
TO BECOME ‘EU 
POWERHOUSE’

The central and eastern European 

region, and the Visegrad Group 

(V4) in particular, are on their way to 

becoming one of the main engines of 

growth in the European Union, Polish 

Finance Minister Tadeusz Kościński told 

Hungarian public news portal hirado.

hu in an interview. The economic 

recovery of the V4 depends greatly 

on cooperation, he said, adding that 

the Polish V4 presidency was placing 

heavy emphasis on working together 

with the Czech Republic, Hungary 

and Slovakia. Asked about the main 

areas of cooperation among the 

four countries, Kościński highlighted 
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the importance of global minimum 

taxation with regard to the digital 

economy. “Poland is of the view that 

only effective cooperation between 

European countries can tackle VAT 

fraud and non-compliance,” he said. 

“That is why we are building a coalition 

of countries focused around the idea 

of tax solidarity, called The European 

Compact Against VAT Fraud.”

The minister said that hopefully 

the economic recovery following the 

coronavirus crisis would give the V4 

countries an opportunity to rebuild 

their economies by focusing more on 

innovation and digitalisation. “Hence, 

it is crucial to advance economic 

cooperation between the V4 countries 

by harnessing developments in 

Artificial Intelligence (AI), e-commerce, 

robotics and cyber-security,” he added. 

Kościński said ongoing changes in 

the global economic environment, 

like an increased focus on improving 

crisis management and enhanced 

interregional cooperation, would 

present the CEE region and the V4 with 

new growth opportunities.  

ÁDER TAKES UP ROLE IN 
GLOBAL WATER, CLIMATE 
MANAGEMENT BODY

President János Áder has joined 

current and former heads of state, 

former heads of government, 

ministers, leaders of international 

NGOs and large corporations on a 

panel promoting implementation of 

the global goals set so far on water 

management and climate protection. 

Áder will take a role in the Water and 

Climate Management Board at the 

request of the heads of the World 

Meteorological Organisation and UN 

Water Coordinating Organisation, the 

president’s office said. The members 

of the fifteen-member panel invited 

from the five continents will focus 

on “mutually reinforcing, practical 

solutions” related to data processing, 

education, regulation, collaboration 

and funding. Improving water 

management will largely hinge 

on making investments that aid 

the adaptation to climate change, 

improving public health and the 

resilience of societies to epidemics, as 

well as food security and the stability 

of economies, the statement said. At 

the first meeting, Áder said the social 

and economic impacts of climate and 

water problems must be addressed 

in their context, and that he would 

promote practical solutions developed 

by the board in both domestic and 

international forums. At the end of 

November, the body is scheduled to 

hold a working meeting in Hungary 

as part of the sustainability expo and 

Planet Budapest world conference.

GOVT SET TO INTRODUCE 
NEW HIGHER ED FINANCING 
MODEL IN AUTUMN

Hungary’s government is planning 

to introduce a new financing model 

for the entire higher education sector 

from the autumn, making scientific 

and research activities a bigger factor 

in the amount of funding universities 

receive, the daily Magyar Nemzet said. 

The planned “three-pillar” financing 

model would see higher education 

institutions receive separate funds 

for education, their operations and 

upkeep as well as scientific and 

research activities, the paper said. 

The new system, modelled after 

Austria’s higher education financing 

system, would aim to improve their 

competitiveness. The model also 

serves to encourage universities 

and colleges to improve their cost-

effectiveness and education standards 

by setting specific qualitative and 

quantitative performance targets 

for them, Magyar Nemzet cited the 

innovation and technology ministry 

as saying. The details of the model 

are still being worked out, the ministry 

said, adding that the new system was 

guaranteed to stabilise the finances 

of higher education institutions. 

Ministerial commissioner Lívia Pavlik 

has said that the government’s plan 

was to sign 15-20-year framework 

agreements with higher education 

institutions that would define their 

main development goals. The 

government also wants to sign 

shorter-term financing deals so that 

universities could plan for the longer 

run, she said.

LMP SLAMS UNIVERSITY 
RESTRUCTURING MODEL

Universities not participating in the 

government’s restructuring scheme 

will be losing development funding, 

belying the government’s claims 
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that the reform is voluntary, the 

opposition LMP party said. László 

Lóránt Keresztes, the leader of the 

party’s parliamentary group, said 

Fidesz lawmakers had “confirmed as 

much” at the cultural committee’s 

meeting, “and so the government’s lies 

have been toppled”.  Keresztes insisted 

the true goal of the reorganisation was 

“developing full political influence and 

gaining control over European Union 

funding.”  The government parties 

have rejected LMP’s draft proposal 

to grant the guarantees demanded 

by the universities, preserve their 

autonomy and keep the rights of 

their Senates and deans intact, 

Keresztes noted. LMP also proposed 

that members of the foundation’s 

board should not have a say in 

professional issues, and that wage 

raises should be funded independently 

from the reform scheme, he said. He 

said the government was mulling 

the financial remodelling of the 

universities choosing not to join the 

restructuring programme, and called 

on all those concerned to support 

LMP’s online petition for the autonomy 

of universities.

NEW BARTÓK SPRING 
FESTIVAL TO FEATURE 
INTERNATIONAL STARS

Hungary will launch a new festival 

celebrating 20th century composer-

pianist Béla Bartók this spring, the 

director of the Palace of Arts (MÜPA), 

the festival organiser, said. The festival 

dubbed Bartók Spring International 

Arts Weeks will feature renowned 

performers including the English 

Baroque Soloists & Monteverdi Choir 

with John Eliot Gardiner, the Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra with Vasily 

Petrenko, René Jacobs with the 

Kammerorchester Basel and several 

other international and Hungarian 

artists in live streams free of charge 

between April 2 and 18, Csaba Káel 

told an online press conference. The 

festival launched to mark Bartók’s 

140th birth anniversary this spring 

will present several of the composer’s 

works and will attempt to reflect on 

Bartók’s spirit in many genres of art, 

Káel said. In the opening event, the 

Music for Strings, Percussion and 

Celesta, and the Concerto will be 

performed in a dance production 

by the Szeged Contemporary Dance 

Company and the Hungarian National 

Philharmonic. On April 7, renowned 

Hungarian contemporary composer 

György Kurtág’s opera Endgame (Fin 

de partie) will have its Hungarian 

premiere. The international stars will 

stream their performances from a 

famous venue in their cities, the Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra from the Royal 

Albert Hall, Sir John Eliot Gardiner and 

the English Baroque Soloists from 

the Sheldonian Theatre’s Concert 

Hall in Oxford, René Jacobs and the 

Kammerorchester from the Paul Sacher 

Concert Hall in Basel’s Don Bosco Music 

and Culture Centre, while Riccardo 

Chailly and the Filarmonica della Scala 

from Milan. All events will be available 

in an online stream free of charge. 


