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Asked why Hungary was using Covid vaccines that have not been approved by the European Union, Kovács said both the 

Chinese and Russian vaccines were in use in many parts of the world, adding that Hungary trusted its scientists and doctors 

who have approved those jabs. Kovács said that, when compared with the vaccination strategies of Israel and the United 

States, the EU’s strategy had failed. He said the bloc was now at least two months behind with its vaccination strategy 

due to a failure by Brussels to make timely decisions. The state secretary said the only way to combat the third wave of 

the pandemic was to speed up vaccinations. Kovács said Hungary was complying with EU directives when it came to the 

procurement of vaccines. Hungary has not broken a single rule, he said, adding that the country had merely expanded its 

strategy to include Eastern vaccine sources. Kovács said the Hungarian government expects the EU to approve both the 

Russian and the Chinese vaccines within a few weeks.

The coronavirus vaccine is not a political issue, but one of effectiveness and reliability, 
Zoltán Kovács, the state secretary in charge of international communications and 
relations, said in an interview to CNN.

KOVÁCS TO CNN: VACCINE NOT POLITICAL ISSUE

Coronavirus updates

Agriculture minister opens online 
AGROMash Expo 

Central bank’s online presser on new 
Green Financial Report 

MÜPA online presser on new Int’l 
Bartók Spring Art Festival
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Karst waterfall Imó in Felsőtárkány, NE Hungary
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CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER 
URGES PEOPLE TO TAKE  
UP VACCINE OFFERED

Amid the current upsurge of the 

coronavirus epidemic, the chief 

aim is to prevent serious cases and 

hospitalisations, and all vaccines are 

appropriate to this end, the chief 

medical officer said. Cecília Müller 

told a briefing of the operational 

body responsible for controlling the 

epidemic that transmissions were 

surging in Hungary as well as in the 

rest of Europe, and within a few hours 

of the onset of symptoms, the course 

of the disease could be severe. “Don’t 

resign yourself to that,” she said, 

adding that all the vaccines available 

in Hungary prevented serious and 

fatal cases. Müller said it was vitally 

important for as many vaccinations 

to be administered as possible in 

the shortest possible time, and the 

pace would accelerate in Hungary 

over the next few days. She said the 

upsurge during the third wave was 

most likely caused by the British and 

South African variants, five cases the 

latter of which have been detected 

in Hungary. The chief medical officer 

said that in the UAE, where six million 

people have already received the first 

dose of the Sinopharm vaccine, no one 

had ended up in intensive care with 

the virus. Müller also noted that the 

vaccination plan has been modified 

in terms of how many vaccines are 

delivered to GPs, taking into account 

the number of patients assigned to a 

given practice and the proportion of 

chronic patients there.

State Secretary István György, the 

head of the government’s inoculation 

team, said more than 721,000 people 

had received the first shot of one of the 

vaccines, while 252,847 people were 

fully inoculated, putting the country 

“in third place on the European Union’s 

vaccination list”. He said that fully 

529,000 doses of the vaccine would be 

dispensed during the next “inoculation 

week” from Wednesday next week. 

By the middle of the week, GPs will 

receive 250,000 doses of the Chinese 

vaccines, to inoculate an average 45 

patients each, as well as 30,800 doses 

of Moderna, while 10,000 doses of the 

latter vaccine will be spent to elderly 

care homes. 

György said that the full shipment of 

the 114,600 doses of Pfizer would be 

sent to vaccination points at hospitals, 

to inoculate the elderly referred to 

those facilities by their GPs. Doctors 

at vaccination points will inoculate 

patients under the age of 60 with 

chronic illnesses using the 74,000 

doses of AstraZeneca received last 

week, he added.

HUNGARY RECORDS 130 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
NUMBER OF INFECTIONS 
UP BY 2,764

Fully 130 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, have 

died over the past 24 hours, and 

2,764 new coronavirus infections 

have been registered, koronavirus.

gov.hu said. The number of 

infections has risen to 435,689, 

while the death toll has increased 

to 15,188. The number of recoveries 

stands at 324,202. There are 96,299 

active infections, while hospitals 

are caring for 6,071 Covid patients, 

581 of whom are on ventilators. 

Fully 35,023 people are in official 

home quarantine, while the number 

of tests carried out has increased 

to 3,693,390. Altogether 721,677 

people have been vaccinated so 

far, with 252,847 having received a 

second shot. Most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (82,044) 

and Pest County (56,346), followed 

by Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén (24,903), 

Győr-Moson-Sopron (24,545) and 

Hajdú-Bihar counties (24,150). 

The county least affected by the 

infection is Tolna (9,722).

ANOTHER 115,000 DOSES 
OF PFIZER-BIONTECH 
VACCINE ARRIVE  
IN HUNGARY

The latest, 11th, shipment of Pfizer-

BioNTech vaccine -- almost 115,000 

doses -- arrived in Hungary on 

Tuesday, bringing the total Pfizer 

jabs delivered to Hungary to over 

850,000. The first shipment of 

the Comirnaty vaccine, the first 

to receive conditional approval 

in the European Union, arrived in 

Hungary on Dec. 26. New batches 

have arrived every week since, the 

manufacturer’s Hungarian arm said 

in a statement.
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GOVT PORTAL: NEXT 
CHINESE VACCINE 
SHIPMENT TO ARRIVE  
IN HUNGARY IN MID-
MARCH

Hungary is set to take delivery of the 

next shipment of the Chinese Covid-19 

vaccine in mid-March, the government 

coronavirus information portal said 

on Tuesday. A large consignment of 

Russia’s Sputnik V is soon to arrive in 

the country, it said. Hungary has so 

far ordered 31 million doses of Covid 

vaccines, 7% of which has already been 

received.  Fully 24 million vaccines 

come from EU purchases and 5 percent 

of them including the Pfizer-BioNTech, 

Moderna and AstraZeneca vaccines 

has been delivered. Of Sputnik V and 

Sinopharm, 13% has been delivered, 

the portal said. It said that the Janssen 

and CureVac vaccines are expected 

to receive a licence by the European 

Medicines Agency (EMA) in mid-March. 

Hungary has ordered 4.36 million 

doses of the single-dose vaccine, 

Janssen, which is enough to inoculate 

the same number of people, the portal 

said.

HUNGARY ALLOWS 
UNRESTRICTED ENTRY  
FOR BUSINESS 
TRAVELLERS FROM 13 
STATES

Hungary has lifted coronavirus-related 

restrictions on business travellers 

entering the country from 13 states, the 

government website said. Citizens, or 

those holding a residency permit and 

travelling on business, from the United 

States, China, Russia, India, Indonesia, 

Israel, Japan, South Korea, Turkey, 

Ukraine, Singapore, Bahrein or the 

United Arab Emirates will be allowed 

into Hungary without restrictions, 

kormany.hu said.  The foreign minister 

and the interior minister are also 

compiling a list of countries from 

which Hungarian citizens travelling 

on business will be able to return to 

Hungary without restrictions, kormany.

hu said.

MPS REFUSE TO DEBATE 
PÁRBESZÉD’S PROPOSAL 
FOR HUNGXIT ONLY 
BACKED BY REFERENDUM

Parliament’s justice committee did 

not accept for debate a proposal 

by opposition party Párbeszéd 

that Hungary should only exit the 

European Union on the basis of 

a valid referendum in favour of 

such a move. Párbeszéd MP Tamás 

Mellár said the party’s co-leader, 

Tímea Szabó, had submitted the 

proposal on Dec. 8 because “signs 

were aplenty that the Orbán 

government was moving in the 

direction of leaving the European 

Union”, noting that the government 

had mooted vetoing the EU budget 

at the time. He said the proposal 

still had relevance, insisting that 

the government was breaching 

European regulations in connection 

with vaccination passports. He 

added that the government had 

licenced coronavirus vaccines that 

were not approved by the EU and 

would issue vaccination certificates 

that do not state the type of vaccine 

administered, with implications 

concerning free travel in the bloc. 

Mellár vowed to continue pressing 

their proposal and would “return to 

the issue in 2022” (an election year).

STRASBOURG COURT: 
HUNGARY SHOULD 
PAY IRANIAN, AFGHAN 
ASYLUM-SEEKERS 
COMPENSATION 

The European Court of Human 

Rights has ruled that the Hungarian 

state must pay compensation 

to five Iranian and four Afghan 

asylum-seekers who appealed 

to the court over bad conditions 

during their asylum proceedings in 

Hungary’s transit zone at Röszke. The 

complainants applied for asylum to 

Hungarian authorities in the summer 

of 2017 after arriving in Hungary from 

Serbia, according to the judgement 

of the case, released by the 

Strasbourg court. In its judgement, 

the court said that conditions in the 

transit zone were insufficient with 

special regard to a pregnant woman 

and a child. Food supplies available 

for them were also insufficient, 

the court said. The court said that 

the Hungarian state had violated 

the right to free movement and to 

appropriate conditions set in the 

European human rights convention.
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NATL HOSPITAL CHIEF: 
ALMOST ALL HEALTH 
WORKERS HAVE SIGNED 
NEW CONTRACT

More than 95% of Hungary’s health-

care workers have signed their new 

contract establishing their new legal 

status, the national director-general 

of hospitals said. Hungary’s health-

care system employs more than 

110,000 people, most of whom have 

accepted their new contracts, Zoltán 

Jenei told a press conference, adding 

that as many as 96% of them could 

end up signing the contract. Jenei 

said the new legal status of health-

care personnel would help maintain 

or even improve the quality of health 

care across the country. Health workers 

had until Sunday to decide whether 

or not they wanted to work under 

the law governing their legal status, 

with the new contracts entering into 

force on Monday, he said. During 

the talks, workers raised a number 

of questions and expressed several 

concerns, which the National Hospital 

Directorate-General is continually 

discussing with hospital directors, 

Jenei said. The directorate-general is 

open to discussing how to continue 

improving the quality of health care, 

he added. Jenei expressed his respect 

for the health-care personnel who had 

decided to remain in the public health-

care sector during the coronavirus 

pandemic.

Meanwhile, parties of the 

opposition have demanded that 

the government should postpone 

signing the employment contracts 

in the health sector. Representatives 

of the Democratic Coalition, Jobbik, 

LMP, Momentum, the Socialist 

Party and Párbeszéd said in a joint 

statement sent to MTI said that the 

government had “again opted for 

power rather than fairness”. They 

insisted that the new contracts had 

not been preceded by meaningful 

negotiations, and demanded that 

the government should restore the 

legal status of health employees and 

the deadline for signing the contracts 

should be postponed until after the 

coronavirus epidemic was over. They 

also demanded that the government 

should start substantive talks with 

employees and unions.

DK ACCUSES GOVT  
OF TANKING HEALTH-CARE 
SYSTEM

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has accused the government of 

“tanking” Hungary’s health-care system 

with “a decade of budget cuts” and 

the law governing the legal status of 

health-care workers.

Citing reports of “the collapse of the 

health-care system”, DK politician Imre 

László told an online press conference 

that several hospital departments 

across the country were hemorrhaging 

staff and struggling to maintain their 

regular operations. László, who is the 

mayor of Budapest’s 11th district, 

blamed these developments on 

the new law on the legal status of 

health-care personnel. “Here we 

are, knee-deep in the third wave [of 

the pandemic], but it’s not the virus 

or an overload of patients, but the 

government that has crushed the 

health-care system,” László said. 

Now, he said, many Hungarians 

would remain without health care 

because ruling Fidesz had enacted 

a law affecting the sector without 

consulting doctors and health-care 

staff. “Hungarians will be the ones 

paying he price for the cabinet’s 

indifference towards what happens 

to the health-care system,” he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ AWARDS 
ORDER OF MERIT  
TO OUTGOING RUSSIAN 
AMBASSADOR

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

has handed the outgoing Russian 

Ambassador, Vladimir Nikolaevich 

Sergeyev, the Order of Merit of the 

Republic of Hungary, Middle Cross 

with the Star. At the event, Szijjárót 

said that Hungary aimed to develop 

mutually beneficial ties with Russia 

based on mutual respect. Hungary 

has economic and security interests 

in such ties, Szijjártó said. “Hungary 

has gleaned from history that good 

cooperation between East and West 

is best for the country. Central Europe 

usually loses out if there is a conflict 

between East and West,” he said. The 

minister noted that European Union-

Russia sanctions had dented Hungary’s 

economy but several “success stories” 

also emerged in recent years, among 
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them the Paks nuclear power plant 

project, the International Investment 

Bank’s new headquarters in Budapest, 

the delivery of Hungarian-Russian 

railway carriages to Egypt and Russia’s 

supplies of the Sputnik V vaccine to 

Hungary.

The ambassador welcomed the fast 

development of bilateral relations in 

recent times as well as Hungary’s 

approach to the development of 

Hungary-Russia ties. The state honour 

is a recognition of Sergeyev’s role in 

advancing political, economic and 

cultural cooperation between the 

two countries. Sergeyev also met Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán for a farewell 

meeting after the ceremony, Bertalan 

Havasi, the PM’s press chief, said.

SOLTÉSZ ATTENDING 
BULGARIA STATE 
CELEBRATIONS 

Miklós Soltész, state secretary at the 

Prime Minister’s Office,  is in Bulgaria to 

attend celebrations of the anniversary 

of Bulgaria’s liberation from Turkish rule 

on March 3, 1878. He arrived in Sofia 

at the invitation of Valeri Simeonov, 

deputy speaker of the Bulgarian 

parliament, and Mariyana Nikolova, 

Bulgaria’s deputy PM. After talks with 

the two officials, Soltész told MTI that 

both countries had made a lot of 

efforts to help the ethnic Bulgarian 

community in Hungary, and made 

special mention of the Bulgarian 

government’s contributing one 

million euros to the construction of 

a “unique” Bulgarian municipal and 

education centre in Budapest. Soltész 

said that relations between the two 

governments are strong and hoped 

that the incumbent government 

could continue its work after Bulgaria’s 

parliamentary elections in April. 

AUTOFLEX-KNOTT GETS 
STATE GRANTS  
FOR UPGRADE  
IN HUNGARY, EXPANSION 
IN US

The government is awarding 

Autoflex-Knott, which makes parts 

for trailers, grant money to support 

an upgrade of its plant in Kecskemét, 

in central Hungary, and to set up a 

manufacturing base in the United 

States, Péter Szijjártó, the minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, said. The 

government will award Autoflex-Knott 

277 million forints (EUR 753,000) to 

match a 553 million forint investment 

at its plant in Kecskemét that will 

preserve more than 420 jobs and 

ensure the company maintains its 

leading position on the European 

trailer axles market, Szijjártó said. The 

government will cover half of the 

800 million forint cost of setting up 

a manufacturing base in the US, he 

added.

HUNGARY GDP FALLS 3.6% 
IN Q4, 5% IN FULL YEAR

Hungary’s economy shrank by an 

annual 3.6% in the fourth quarter of 

2020, slowing from a 4.6% decline 

in Q3, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. The drop was revised up 

from 3.7% in a first reading of the data 

released on February 16. Adjusted for 

seasonal and working-day effects, 

GDP fell by 4.1%. For the full year, 

GDP dropped by 5%. In a quarter-

on-quarter comparison, adjusted for 

seasonal and workday effects, GDP 

rose by 1.4%, revised up from 1.1% in 

the first reading.

HUNGARY PPI RISES 6.6% 
YR/YR IN JAN

Industrial producer prices Hungary 

grew by an annual 6.6% in January, 

after rising 6.8% in the previous month, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Prices for domestic sales grew by 3%, 

while export prices increased by 8.4%.


