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Under the revised protocol, those who have been called to take up their first Pfizer jab are slated to receive their second 

shot not 21 but 35 days later, the chief medical officer, Cecília Müller, said. Recipients of AstraZeneca will be called back 

for their second jab on the 12th consecutive week, the maximum timeframe period allowed under the manufacturer’s 

protocol. Those who have already received their first jab are required to return for their second shot on the day indicated 

on their vaccination card, Müller said.

Hungary has expanded the number of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines it is contracted to purchase to 10,870,000 doses from 6.5 

million, she told an online briefing. Also, a large shipment of Russia’s Sputnik V containing 100,000 doses of the vaccine’s first 

component and 180,000 doses of the second one is on its way to Budapest. She said 685,247 people have been vaccinated 

so far, with 251,691 having received a second shot. “These data show that Hungary’s inoculation rate is the third highest 

in Europe.”

Under a revised national vaccination protocol, the phasing of the administering of the 
Pfizer and the AstraZeneca vaccines has been modified to ensure that as many people 
as possible get a first jab.

HUNGARY CHANGES VACCINE SCHEDULE

Stats office releases Q4, 2020 GDP, 
Jan industrial producer prices

Coronavirus updates
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The Hungarian Maltese Charity Service’s ambulance service marks  
its 30th anniversary
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HUNGARY SEES STEEP RISE 
IN COVID CASES

Cecília Müller, the chief medical 

officer has warned that Hungary is 

experiencing a steep rise in Covid-19 

cases. “We have difficult weeks 

ahead,” she told an online briefing. 

“The situation is serious and we must 

devote all of our efforts to bringing 

this epidemic under control.” Citing 

worsening transmission statistics, 

Müller advised Hungarians to observe 

epidemic rules and accept whichever 

jab is offered to them. “Those who 

cherry-pick according to their 

personal preference may lose weeks 

in getting protected against the virus, 

they should in the current epidemic 

situation think twice about whether or 

not to wait that long,” she said, adding 

that traces of the virus are on the rise 

in the waste water of cities, including 

in Budapest, Békéscsaba, Pécs, 

Kecskemét and Szekszárd, indicating 

that a further deterioration can be 

expected in the epidemic situation.

At the same press conference, a deputy 

leader of Hungary’s operative board 

responsible for handling the coronavirus 

epidemic noted the government decision 

under which coronavirus-related border 

control and protection measures have 

been extended until midnight on March 

15 at Hungary’s EU Schengen borders. 

The measure serves to protect the life 

and health of Hungarian citizens in light 

of the third wave of the coronavirus in 

the country, Lieutenant Colonel Róbert 

Kiss said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARIAN 
EXPERTS HAVE SOLE RIGHT 
TO DECIDE ON JABS

Hungary’s government will not let 

either Brussels or the Hungarian left 

wing contest the ability and right 

of Hungarian experts to decide 

what vaccines could be used in the 

country in the case of an emergency, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said. 

As vaccines offer the only solution 

to the coronavirus epidemic, there 

is a pressing need to obtain the 

highest quantity of vaccines possible, 

Szijjártó told a press conference after 

meeting his Austrian, Czech, Slovak 

and Slovenian counterparts in Brdo 

pri Kranju, in Slovenia. There are clear 

European rules in place concerning 

who is authorised to decide whether 

a vaccine is safe or not. The European 

Medicines Agency -- or, in the case 

of an emergency, the national 

authorities -- may make such decisions. 

Challenging the right of the latter to 

decide is a non-European approach 

that runs counter to the European 

rules, Szijjártó said.

CORONAVIRUS - 
BUDAPEST POSITIVE TEST 
RATE FOUR TIMES HIGHER 
THAN IN DEC

The Budapest municipal council’s latest 

round of free coronavirus testing saw a 

positive test rate of 2.53%, almost four 

times higher than in the December 

test campaign, the Mayor’s Office 

said on Monday. The city organised 

free Covid tests for some 10,000 

residents between Feb. 18 and 27 at 

two locations, the office told MTI. The 

positivity rate indicates “that the virus 

is here”, it said, urging the public to 

continue to observe social distancing 

guidelines and hygiene regulations. 

The Budapest municipal council had 

more than 5,000 people tested free of 

charge in December.

CORONAVIRUS - 84 
FATALITIES, NUMBER OF 
INFECTIONS RISES BY 4,326

Fully 84 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, and 

4,326 new coronavirus infection have 

been registered over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Monday. 

The number of infections has risen 

to 432,925, while the death toll has 

increased to 15,058. The number of 

recoveries stands at 322,956. There are 

94,911 active infections, while hospitals 

are caring for 5,679 Covid patients, 537 

of whom are on ventilators. Fully 34,716 

people are in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried out 

has increased to 3,680,572. Altogether 

685,247 people have been vaccinated 

so far, with 251,691 having received a 

second shot.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (81,316) and Pest County 

(55,740), followed by Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén (24,848), Győr-Moson-Sopron 

(24,402) and Hajdú-Bihar counties 

(24,038). The county least affected by 

the infection is Tolna (9,684).
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SOCIALISTS PROTEST 
OMITTING VACCINE ORIGIN 
FROM INOCULATION 
CERTIFICATE

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi has 

demanded the immediate withdrawal 

of a government decree under which 

the origin of the coronavirus vaccine 

used to inoculate individuals should 

not be indicated on their official 

certificate. Under the decree published 

on Saturday, not even the central 

registry should show which vaccine is 

used in the process, which, Ujhelyi said, 

was crucial in terms of side-effects or 

later diseases. Most European countries 

agree that they would only accept 

vaccines licenced by the European 

Medicines Agency, and Hungarians 

travelling abroad on business would 

face restrictions, Ujhelyi said, adding 

that Hungarians inoculated with 

EMA-approved vaccines would also 

be affected as their certificate would 

not indicate that fact.

Meanwhile, the opposition 

Democratic Coalition lambasted 

the government for the decision 

to omit the information about the 

vaccine’s type and origin in the 

Hungarian certificate. “This piece 

of information is crucial, one that 

would allow a Hungarian to travel 

to another country,” Balázs Barkóczi, 

the party’s spokesman, told an online 

press conference. He noted that the 

European Commission’s president 

earlier said the EU needed a uniform 

“vaccination passport” with standard 

basic data issued by each member 

state.

Referring to DK led by Ferenc 

Gyurcsány, Fidesz said in response: 

“The Gyurcsany party, while continuing 

to pursue its anti-vaccination 

campaign, is now also trying to 

create uncertainty around the vaccine 

certificate.” In a statement, Fidesz cited 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel as 

saying at a recent EU summit that 

EU member states would introduce 

vaccination certificates at national 

level, and these would be valid 

throughout the EU.

MI HAZÁNK NOMINATES 
PARTY HEAD FOR PM

The non-parliamentary Mi Hazánk 

party has selected party chief 

László Toroczkai as its candidate for 

prime minister in next year’s general 

election, Dóra Dúró, deputy leader 

of the party, told a press conference. 

Mi Hazánk will field a candidate of 

its own in all 106 constituencies 

to demonstrate its “opposition to 

the policies of the past 30 years, 

of wasting national assets and 

waning national sovereignty,” Dúró 

said. She insisted that “the left-

liberal government would cause 

a quick death for Hungary while 

the incumbent Fidesz government 

would cause a slow death.” Both 

Fidesz and the left-liberals “represent 

the same paralytic stance” which 

would lead to “the rich getting 

richer and the poor becoming even 

poorer”, she added.

Mi Hazánk advocates lifting the 

immunity of members of parliament, 

linking voting rights to literacy, 

segregation at school, a referendum 

on Hungary’s EU membership, banning 

“homosexual propaganda” at school, 

and annulling the Trianon peace treaty, 

she said.

INVESTMENT GROWTH 
RETURNS IN Q4

Investment volume in Hungary rose by 

an annual 2.5% in the fourth quarter 

of last year, after three consecutive 

quarters of declines, supported 

by public sector and household 

investments, data released by the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) show. 

For the full year, investment volume fell 

by 3.8%, impacted by the pandemic. 

In a quarter-on-quarter comparison, 

investment volume was up by a 

seasonally-adjusted 4.8%. In absolute 

terms, Q4 investments reached 4,093 

billion forints, while investments for 

the full year came to 10,692 billion 

forints.

Finance Minister Mihály Varga 

said that the real estate, public 

administration, education and health 

sectors had excelled with investment 

growth rates of at least 20%. Varga 

said the government’s investment-

promoting measures, the ongoing 

expansion of capacities, tax cuts and 

a top-notch investment rate within the 

European Union would further boost 

investment this year.

Analysts said the better-than-

expected Q4 investment figures had 
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contributed to a surprisingly high 

GDP figure, adding that the EU funds 

available this year may bring about 

another 6 to 10% rise in investments.

Gábor Regős of Századvég said the 

higher investment rate may promote 

Hungary’s economic recovery if private 

businesses become more active and 

major investment projects become 

less dependent on state subsidies. 

Gergely Suppan of Takarékbank 

said that last year’s investment had 

exceeded the 2010 figure by 80.9% 

and the 2015 figure by 46.6%.

BUDAPEST STARTS 
TESTING UPGRADED BIKE 
SHARE SYSTEM 

The Budapest Public Transport Centre 

(BKK) on Monday said testing of its 

upgraded bicycle-sharing system has 

started. BKK said Hungarian bicycle 

maker Csepel, which won a five-year 

contract to upgrade and operate the 

bicycle-sharing system, has already 

made 100 bicycles for the order and 

will turn out another 400 in the coming 

weeks. At the end of the test period, 

800 bicycles will be ready, with another 

400 to be delivered within four weeks 

after that, by the time the system 

goes live. The contract with Csepel 

covers the delivery of 1,200 bicycles, 

weighing 21.4kg with inflatable tires; 

the operation of 158 docking stations; 

the rollout of a new central software 

system; and the development of a 

user-friendly mobile application.

HUNGARIAN-LED TEAM 
REDISCOVERS DINOSAUR 
SITE IN TRANSYLVANIA

An international team led by Budapest 

palaeontologist Gábor Botfalvai has 

rediscovered a unique dinosaur site 

in Romania’s Transylvanian region, 

the Hungarian Natural History Museum 

said. The fossilised bone fragments 

found in the western part of Hátszeg 

Basin provide a unique insight into 

the late cretaceous period that 

preceded the sudden mass extinction 

of dinosaurs, the museum said in a 

statement.

The site was first mapped just 

before the first world war by 

Hungarian geologist Ottokár Kadic, 

who amassed a particularly rich 

collection of dinosaur and other 

reptile fossils, including the first 

dinosaur species referring to Hungary, 

Magyarosaurus dacus. Under the post-

WWI Trianon peace treaty, the area 

was ceded to Romania, putting an 

end to further exploration work. Even 

the bits of information concerning the 

exact location of the site were lost, it 

said. Most recently, however, the map 

used by Kadic at that time was found, 

enabling the team to exactly identify 

the site, the statement cited Botfalvai, 

a staff member of the Museum and 

the department of palaeontology 

at ELTE University, as saying. The 

team spent several weeks at the site, 

collecting over a hundred vertebrate 

fossils, including the whole backbone 

of a Sauropod and bone fragments 

of crocodiles and turtles, it said. A 

detailed description of the unique 

find was published in the journal 

Cretaceous Research.


