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Orbán got the jab at a vaccination point in the Hungarian Armed Forces Medical Centre. After receiving the vaccine, he 

said vaccination was the only possible protection against the coronavirus epidemic. Orbán said on Facebook that “we are 

being attacked by the third wave of the coronavirus epidemic which will be stronger than the previous two”. He asked all 

Hungarians to register and get vaccinated. Orbán said it was “worth listening to those who know better”, adding that he 

was vaccinated after Chief Medical Officer Cecília Müller had decided that the members of the body in charge of epidemic 

prevention should also be vaccinated. A video posted on Facebook showed Orbán being vaccinated after receiving a 

medical examination including a temperature check. After getting vaccinated, Orbán said in his office that he had no 

complaints at all and encouraged people not to fear vaccination.

He added that tens of thousands of ethnic Hungarians had received the Chinese vaccine in Vojvodina and several thousand 

people in Hungary. He called on people to trust Hungarian professionals.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has been vaccinated with the Chinese Sinopharm vaccine, 
photographs posted on his Facebook page showed.

ORBÁN VACCINATED WITH SINOPHARM
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PRESIDENT ÁDER 
RECEIVES FIRST SHOT OF 
SINOPHARM

President János Áder has received 

the first dose of the Chinese 

Sinopharm vaccine against 

Covid-19. The president urged the 

public to follow suit and register 

for vaccination as early as possible, 

and turn up to receive the jab once 

notified by their GP. “Let us trust 

our doctors, our health system,” the 

president said, adding he hoped 

that “we will soon have the epidemic 

behind us.”

ORBÁN SLAMS EPP FOR 
REVIEWING INTERNAL 
REGULATIONS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

sent a letter to Manfred Weber, the 

head of his ruling Fidesz’s party 

family in the European Parliament, 

slamming the European People’s 

Party for seeing the review of internal 

regulations as “a matter of urgency” 

during a pandemic. Fidesz will leave 

the EPP if the party group votes in 

favour of the changes accepted by 

the leadership on Friday,  Orbán said. 

Fidesz’s membership in the EPP was 

suspended in March 2019, due to the 

Hungarian party’s critical stance and 

“alleged violation” of EPP values.

The EPP’s leadership and national 

delegation heads on Friday accepted 

a proposal which Orbán said would 

“facilitate the exclusion of our MEPs 

from the party family.” In the letter, 

Orbán said the EPP had been facing 

a “crisis of leadership and policy 

direction”. Since 2019, the EPP 

kept promising “in-depth internal 

discussions about our visions of 

the party’s future”, Orbán said. He 

noted his December 6 letter to 

Weber where he proposed a new, 

looser type of cooperation. “These 

promises have not been kept, nor has 

my letter been answered,” he said. 

Instead, the EPP tabled a motion to 

rewrite internal regulations “at record 

speed and aiming to facilitate the 

exclusion,or as this would not get 

required majority either, creating 

the hastily defined and legally 

questionable exclusion of our MEPs 

from the EPP Group”. “The message 

is clear and duly noted,” Orbán said. 

“If Fidesz is not welcome, we do not 

feel compelled to stay in the Group,” 

he said.

Orbán noted that the coronavirus 

pandemic had claimed the lives of 

hundreds of thousands of Europeans 

and the third wave was hitting 

the bloc, taking a toll in human 

lives and causing unprecedented 

economic damage. Such times call 

for cooperation, joint action, tolerance 

and patience, he said. It is therefore 

hard to accept that Weber and the 

EPP group find the review of long-

standing regulations their most 

pressing task, he said. Furthermore, 

retroactively changing regulations 

or imposing sanctions is contrary to 

the rule of law, Orbán said. He said 

the recent amendments were “tailor 

made to sanction Fidesz”. “As you did 

not have the sufficient votes to punish 

us, you are now trying to change the 

rules and apply them to an ongoing 

procedure,” he said. As Fidesz’s leader, 

Orbán said he had the duty to ensure 

full representation of their voters. 

Therefore, he said he could not accept 

the curbing of MEPs rights necessary 

to fulfil their duties. Such a step would 

be “profoundly undemocratic,” he 

added.

Fidesz MEPs have been elected 

by over 1.8 million Hungarians, or 

52% of the votes, he said. They are 

the strongest delegation in the 

EPP in that regard. “Setting them 

aside would means neglecting 

the democratic decision of almost 

two million Hungarian citizens and 

further weakening our political 

family,” he said. Should the EPP adopt 

the regulations accepted by the 

leadership and the heads of national 

delegations on Friday, Fidesz will leave 

the EPP, Orbán said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 72 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
NUMBER OF INFECTIONS 
RISES BY 4,469

Fully 72 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, and 

4,469 new coronavirus infection 

have been registered over the 

past 24 hours, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Sunday. The number 

of infections has risen to 428,599, 

while the death toll has increased 

to 14,974. The number of recoveries 
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stands at 321,128. There are 92,497 

active infections, while hospitals 

are caring for 5,482 Covid patients, 

524 of whom are on ventilators. 

Fully 33,353 people are in official 

home quarantine, while the number 

of tests carried out has increased 

to 3,660,342. Altogether 677,682 

people have been vaccinated so 

far, with 249,499 having received a 

second shot.  Most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (80,316) 

and Pest County (55,029), followed 

by Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén (24,618), 

Győr-Moson-Sopron (24,095) and 

Hajdú-Bihar counties (23,792). 

The county least affected by the 

infection is Tolna (9,600).

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
HERD IMMUNITY MUST 
BE URGENTLY ACHIEVED 
WITH VACCINATION

A surge in new coronavirus infections 

calls for urgent action to achieve 

herd immunity through wide-

spread vaccination, Hungary’s chief 

medical officer has said. Cecília 

Müller said the government wanted 

to vaccinate registered persons 

quickly and effectively. Altogether 

2.5 million people have registered 

so far and they are all slated to be 

inoculated at least with the first 

shot of the vaccine approximately 

by Easter, she added. All figures 

show an intensive upward trend 

in the coronavirus epidemic, with 

significant increases in the number 

of new infections and deaths, she 

said. The third wave of the epidemic 

is caused by new virus variants that 

are much more infectious than 

previous variants, she said. At the 

same time, contrary to past periods, 

“we are now not unarmed” because 

five types of vaccines are available 

in Hungary that can be used in an 

intensive vaccination drive, she 

added. The government is speeding 

up the vaccination drive because 

significant protection can develop 

already after the first shot and this 

could prevent serious complications 

and deaths, Müller said. Based on 

professional consultations this week, 

Müller proposed again that persons 

involved in managing the protection 

efforts should get inoculated as 

soon as possible. She said she had 

specifically recommended that 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán should 

get vaccinated, which would also 

set an example to the public and 

encourage people to accept the 

vaccine. Vaccinating members of 

the government and the body in 

charge of epidemic prevention is 

also important, she said. The vaccine 

gives hope that fatalities in the third 

wave can be kept to a minimum, and 

to see a speedy end of the pandemic, 

she said. Protecting the health of 

those overseeing the protection 

efforts is key for the country to 

be able to combat the third wave, 

she added. The vaccination of 

health workers has practically been 

completed and the residents and 

staff at old people’s homes have 

also mostly received at least their first 

shot, she said. People aged above 

80 receive Pfizer-BioNTech shots at 

vaccination points and the available 

stocks of Russian Sputnik V vaccines 

have also been used up, with more 

to be become available soon. The 

British-Swedish AstraZeneca vaccine 

and the Chinese Sinopharm are 

currently used to vaccinate persons 

aged between 18-60 with underlying 

conditions and senior citizens who 

had registered for the vaccine, she 

added.

DK: GOVT ‘SUBJECTED 
VACCINATION TO ANTI-EU 
CAMPAIGN’

The Democratic Coalition (DK) 

has accused the government 

of “politicising the issue of the 

coronavirus vaccine and subjecting it 

to its anti-European Union campaign.” 

Gergely Arató, DK’s deputy group 

leader, insisted that the government 

had “on purpose” refrained from 

contracting the Moderna vaccine 

assigned for Hungary by the EU, 

“because Pfizer-BioNTech offered 

better prices and delivery conditions”. 

“It is outrageously irresponsible that 

the government cited high prices 

when failing to order enough safe 

vaccines approved by the European 

Medicines Agency, and then 

proceeded to buy the Chinese vaccine 

at double the price,” Arató said. “It 

is now clear that the Hungarian 

government’s priority is to [find 

excuses to] slam Brussels rather than 

caring for the health of Hungarians,” 
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Arató said. Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony called on the government 

to tap all available Moderna vaccine, 

deliver the necessary amount to 

Budapest and allow the municipality 

to manage the inoculation of its 

citizens. “Most large cities are very 

likely to be just as ready to take on the 

task,” he added. Karácsony also called 

for increasing testing and for free 

coronavirus tests until the inoculation 

has gained momentum. Warning that 

businesses in several sectors were 

dipping into the last of their savings, 

Karácsony called for “new, targeted, 

swift subsidies free from any form 

of discrimination”. Facilitating work 

from home should also be a priority, 

he said.

Gergely Gulyás, the prime minister’s 

chief of staff, in response called the 

“vaccine policy” of DK and Karácsony 

“dishonest”, and insisted they were 

misleading the people on purpose. 

Hungary has contracted over 12 

million doses of vaccines form the EU, 

Gulyás said, more than 150 percent 

of the country’s entire population, 

Gulyás said. The government 

has tapped all the vaccines that 

manufacturers pledged to deliver 

until October, he said, adding that 

Moderna would not deliver before 

December.  The “mayor of the anti-

vaccination left may want to start 

vaccinating in December, but vaccine 

procurement is, thank goodness, not 

the leftist parties’ job,” Gulyás said. “If 

the Left was on government, fewer 

people were protected and more 

would die,” he said.

PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIAL: 
SECOND JAB OF PFIZER-
BIONTECH, ASTRAZENECA 
TO BE PUSHED BACK

The second jabs of the Pfizer-

BioNTech and AstraZeneca vaccines 

will be pushed back as much as 

professional, clinical and scientific 

standards allow, to ensure as many 

people as possible get the first 

coronavirus shot, an official of the 

National Public Health Centre (NNK) 

said. Ágnes Galgóczi told public 

news channel M1 that the second 

Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine would be 

pushed back to the 35th day after the 

first jab, instead of the 21st day as it 

was administered so far. The second 

AstraZeneca shot will be administered 

at the latest date specified in the 

instructions, 12 weeks after the first 

jab, she said.  Giving at least one shot 

of the vaccine to as many people 

as possible is expected to curb the 

spread of the pandemic, Galgóczi 

said, adding that the authorities 

hoped to reach a vaccination level 

providing “real protection to the 

community” by late spring or early 

summer. So far, over 670,000 people 

have been vaccinated in Hungary, 

and trust in the vaccine is growing, 

she said. Two new variants of the 

coronavirus have already been 

detected in Hungary. As the variant 

first discovered in the UK is spreading 

in the community already, with 400 

infections registered, the number of 

infections is expected to grow further 

in the coming days, she said. A variant 

first detected in Brazil has not yet 

been discovered in Hungary, Galgóczi 

said, adding that curbing travel may 

prevent that further variants are 

dragged into the country. She called 

for discipline and for people to accept 

the vaccine when offered, to prevent 

the third wave of the pandemic from 

escalating.

OPPOSITION ACCUSES 
GOVT OF ‘ABANDONING’ 
GPS, LOCAL COUNCILS

Hungary’s government has 

“abandoned” general practitioners 

and local councils in the midst of the 

coronavirus pandemic, the opposition 

parties said. Addressing a joint press 

conference after a meeting of the 

Covid 2021 opposition assessment 

committee, Socialist Party co-leader 

Ágnes Kunhalmi said the body had 

heard from GPs and the mayors of 

Budapest, Szombathely and Baja 

about the difficulties they had 

faced during the pandemic. “The 

government doesn’t see GPs or 

mayors as partners,” Kunhalmi said. 

She said that while GPs were becoming 

increasingly overburdened, Hungary’s 

local councils had been “much better 

prepared for the second wave of the 

pandemic” and would do everything 

they could to help residents “weather 

the government’s austerity measures”. 

Katalin Cseh, an MEP of the liberal 

Momentum Movement, said that the 

government was “not only helpless 

against the pandemic, but also evil 
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for not wanting to help GPs and local 

councils”. Cseh insisted that even those 

who administer the Covid vaccines 

were unfamiliar with the government’s 

vaccination plan, and demanded that 

the government outline its plan. Bence 

Tordai of the liberal Párbeszéd said that 

while the government was imposing 

“hasty and amateurish” pandemic 

response measures, the local councils 

were managing the crisis with 

professionalism. “Hungary may not 

have a responsible government right 

now, but it does have responsible local 

council leaders,” he said. Democratic 

Coalition MP Zoltán Varga said the 

country was “looking back on a surreal 

year”. “The panic government’s weak 

and cowardly prime minister spends 

half a billion forints a day on his own 

hobby, sports,” he said. Varga accused 

the government of rejecting half of the 

“safe Western vaccines” purchased by 

the European Union that Hungary 

would be entitled to and instead 

wanting to inoculate the public using 

“potentially fake Eastern vaccines dug 

up from here and there”. Jobbik deputy 

leader László György Lukács said that 

while the weight of the pandemic had 

been thrust onto the shoulders of GPs, 

the government had “abandoned” 

them. He said the government had also 

failed to understand the importance of 

testing the elderly who are discharged 

from hospital and moved back into 

retirement homes. Antal Csárdi, 

LMP’s deputy group leader, accused 

the government of undermining 

opposition-led localities. He said 

many of the government’s pandemic 

response measures “serve no other 

purpose than to draw funds away 

from local councils, making it harder 

for them to function”.

OPPOSITION PRIMARY 
ELECTION TO START MID-
AUGUST 

The opposition primary ahead of 

the 2021 general election will start 

in mid-August and will involve 

electing individual candidates for 

constituencies in a sinlge round and 

a prime ministerial candidate in two 

rounds, the parties of the opposition 

cooperation said. The statement 

issued by DK, Jobbik, LMP, Momentum, 

the Socialists and Párbeszéd said 

that a draft of the joint opposition 

programme would be submitted for 

social debate in May. Voters will decide 

in the primary who they consider the 

most suitable candidate to defeat 

ruling Fidesz in all 106 constituencies, 

the parties said. The primary will 

take several weeks from mid-

August because of the coronavirus 

epidemic and all Hungarians who 

turn 18 by April 2022 can participate, 

the statement added. Running in 

the primary requires collecting at 

least 400 supporting signatures for 

individual candidates and 20,000 for 

prime ministerial candidates. The six 

organising parties said they would set 

up a national committee for managing 

the primary within the next few days. 

Non-party members can also run for 

candidacy if they declare which of 

the six organising parties’ group they 

would join in parliament. This will be 

the first primary election in the history 

of Hungary, the parties said. “Voters’ 

wisdom will guarantee that starting 

in 2022, we will not only change the 

government but also start a new era, 

creating a democratic, socially fair and 

environment-conscious and climate 

conscious Hungary characterised by 

cohesion,” they added.

FIDESZ LAWMAKER: V4 
COUNTRIES TO FIGHT 
JOINTLY FOR POST-
PANDEMIC POSITION IN 
EUROPE

The Visegrad Group countries have 

the opportunity to cooperate in the 

fight for the region’s position in a 

post-pandemic Europe, the head of 

parliament’s foreign affairs committee 

told an international conference. Zsolt 

Németh told a discussion at the Europe 

of the Carpathians conference that 

the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland 

and Slovakia were the engines of 

infrastructure development in the 

larger central European region. The 

Hungarian stretch of the Via Carpathia 

international road network is slated 

to be completed this year, he said.  

Another important issue will be the 

region’s ability to bounce back after 

the coronavirus pandemic, and the 

position it can acquire in the European 

Union’s industry policy, its green 

agreement, and in key economic areas 

like digitalisation and the rehabilitation 

of production lines, Németh told the 

conference held in Przemyśl, southern 
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Poland, which he attended online due 

to the pandemic.  Central Europe has 

a chance to “take huge leaps forward” 

in those issues, Németh said. The 

Visegrad Group should advocate jointly 

for the interests of its member states 

in the EU, and “create unity within 

variety” in debates on the future of 

the bloc to protect the role of nation 

states, he said. Another important 

task is to show solidarity with non-EU 

countries in discussions on the bloc’s 

enlargement, and to support aspiring 

EU members in the fight to curb the 

coronavirus pandemic, he said.  

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
DEVELOPMENT IN 
UGANDA ENTERS FINAL 
PHASE

Hungarian companies are about 

to complete the development of 

a security system in Uganda, the 

largest Hungarian development 

project abroad, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade said. The security 

system, worth 1.5 billion forints (EUR 

4.1m), will protect the IT systems of 

the country’s banking and private 

sectors, Péter Szijjártó said. Hungarian 

companies have invested significant 

monies in East Africa in the past years, 

earning “references in the African 

market and also contributing to 1.5 

million migrants in Uganda finding a 

livelihood there rather than migrating 

further,” Szijjártó said. Hungarians have 

set up water purifiers at the refugee 

camp in Rwamwanja, ensuring clean 

drinking water for 200,000 people 

daily, he said. “We also developed a 

cyber defence analysis centre, and 

nearly completed the development 

of a refugee registration system,” he 

added. “Our position is that migration 

can only be stopped if we take help 

where the problems are and prevent 

millions of people from setting off,” 

Szijjártó said.

OVER 15,000 ILLEGAL 
MIGRANTS APPREHENDED 
THIS YEAR, SAYS PM 
ADVISOR

Hungarian authorities have 

apprehended 15,300 illegal 

migrants at Hungary’s borders so 

far this year, the prime minister’s 

chief domestic security advisor 

has said. Proceedings have been 

launched against a total of 174 

people smugglers, György Bakondi 

told public news channel M1, adding 

that most of them had been arrested 

on the Hungary-Serbia border. He 

said the European Commission had 

taken action against Hungary in 

connection with a package of laws 

passed in 2018 that criminalised 

aiding people smugglers and illegal 

migrants. Hungary is prepared to 

debate the issue and will assert its 

position on it, he said.


