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Even business people must understand that viral variants must be radically curbed, even for business trips beyond Europe’s 

borders, the prime minister said, adding that many people were planning trips to “exotic destinations” which were getting 

more affordable in the current circumstances, noting that some of the more infectious virus mutations were from Africa. 

Orbán also noted that the operative body responsible for handling the epidemic ordered hospitals to ramp up their level 

of preparedness at its meeting this morning, and this level would be the same as during the critical phases of the epidemic 

in April and November last year. During the past 24 hours, 4,668 new infections were reported, he said, and the number of 

infections is expected to increase drastically in the weeks ahead, putting an increased burden on the health-care system, 

Orbán added. 

Orbán warned that in the third wave of the epidemic many tens of thousands could lose their jobs. He noted that 55,000 

fewer people have a job than a year ago, adding that at least as many jobs must be created in the coming months.

Hungary’s borders must be tightened and stricter travel rules introduced in light of the 
big escalation of the coronavirus epidemic, Viktor Orbán said in an interview to public 
radio.

OrbÁN FLaGS STrICTer TraVeL ruLeS

Two-day meeting of eu heads of state 
wraps up in brussels
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OrbÁN urGeS 
HuNGarIaNS TO reGISTer 
FOr Jab

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

appealed to Hungarians to register to 

receive the coronavirus vaccine, saying 

that all applicants would receive their 

first dose by Easter. This would result 

in the highest vaccination rate in the 

European Union. Orbán also said 

in an interview to public radio that 

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler had acted wisely by stopping 

certain hospitals from returning to 

normal operations because these can 

join the fight against the epidemic. 

Commenting on press reports about 

Hungary not tapping the entire 

amount of Moderna vaccine available, 

he said “we are good at tapping 

resources”, with 17 million doses of 

vaccine reserved by the country. 

However, vaccines ordered by the 

European Union are arriving at a slower 

rate than projected and “without the 

Russian and Chinese vaccines we 

would not have enough.” The Chinese 

vaccine will soon become available 

to those overseeing the protective 

efforts, he said. He slammed certain 

politicians for being “irresponsible”, 

insisting that the left wing was 

involved in spreading fake news and 

uncertainty, and trying to discourage 

people from getting vaccinated when 

this was the only chance to improve 

the situation.

Asked about possible EU 

infringement proceedings in 

connection with partial border 

closures, Orbán said Brussels was 

worried about the European economy 

being immobilised by curbs on freight, 

but now was not the time to hold 

each other accountable amid the 

Covid crisis, he added. Every country 

must protect itself and also maintain 

the flow of goods needed to run the 

economy, he said.

Orbán said that whereas he would 

prefer to defend the European 

Commission, the body deserved 

censure for wasting time by trying 

to obtain a vaccine cheaper, but 

ultimately its procurement efforts 

should be supported. He insisted that 

Hungary’s strategy of sticking by its 

national right to licence vaccines was 

correct. The prime minister said the 

country’s vaccination drive was being 

run “rather well” and was progressing 

accordingly. More people could be 

vaccinated at the same time if more 

vaccines were available, he said.

Regarding recent cyberattacks on 

government sites, he said the attacks 

came from “the international arena” 

as well as internally, the latter being 

political in nature. Protection systems 

need constant improvement, he 

added.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: aDDITIONaL 
500,000 DOSeS OF 
CHINeSe VaCCINe TO 
arrIVe IN MarCH

An additional 500,000 doses to Chinese 

vaccine will arrive in Hungary in March, 

Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó said 

after phone talks with China’s Minister 

of Commerce Wang Wentao. Szijjártó 

said on Facebook that Wentao, 

appointed last year, had highlighted 

the fact that Szijjártó was the first 

European minister in charge of trade 

that he had got in contact with.

“He even highlighted that since 

the outbreak of the pandemic, I was 

the first European foreign minister 

to visit China,” Szijjártó added. While 

global trade decreased by 9% last 

year, Hungary-China trade turnover 

increased by 20%, he said. Last year 

Chinese companies brought the 

highest value of investments to 

Hungary and following the China 

visit in August, five large companies 

announced Hungarian investments 

totalling 105 billion forints (EUR 292m), 

he said. The entry of Hungary’s OTP 

to the Chinese market has given 

new impetus to economic relations 

between the two countries, he added. 

An air bridge was set up between 

Hungary and China last spring, 

bringing more than 100 million items 

of protective health gear to Hungary, 

he said. “We are the second in Europe 

and the first in the European Union 

who could buy vaccines from China”, 

Szijjártó said.

COrONaVIruS - 123 
FaTaLITIeS, NuMber OF 
INFeCTIONS rISeS by 
4,668 

Fully 123 patients, generally elderly 

with an underlying condition, and 

4,668 new coronavirus infections 
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have been registered over the past 

24 hours, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Friday. The number of infections has 

risen to 419,182, while the death toll 

has increased to 14,795. The number of 

recoveries stands at 317,899. There are 

86,488 active infections, while hospitals 

are caring for 5,027 Covid patients, 451 

of whom are on ventilators. Fully 35,303 

people are in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried out 

has increased to 3,604,898. Altogether 

521,283 people have been vaccinated 

so far, with 240,622 having received 

a second shot. Most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (78,485) 

and Pest County (53,497), followed by 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén (23,946), Győr-

Moson-Sopron (23,377) and Hajdú-Bihar 

counties (23,370). The county least 

affected by the infection is Tolna (9,387).

MÜLLer: HuNGary TO 
INTrODuCe CHaNGeS TO 
VaCCINaTION PLaN

Hungarian authorities will make some 

changes to the country’s vaccination 

plan to ensure that “as many people as 

possible” receive at least the first shot, 

and obtain “if not full but significant” 

protection against Covid-19, the chief 

medical officer said. Cecília Müller 

told an online briefing held by the 

board coordinating efforts against the 

pandemic that “the first jab of almost 

all vaccines yields 50-75% protection”, 

which she said was sufficient to 

prevent serious Covid symptoms, 

complications, or death. Müller said 

that the protocol of administering 

the second jab of the AstraZeneca 

vaccine could be changed. She also 

said that the South-African variant of 

the coronavirus had been detected 

in a Hungarian patient. The patient 

had contacted a colleague who had 

visited Zambia, she added.  Müller 

warned that the number of new cases 

was increasing exponentially, but the 

appearance of new variants in Hungary 

was slower than elsewhere. The new 

variants, she added, were stronger and 

more infectious, with a 70% higher 

reproduction rate than earlier variants. 

They can also cause a more serious 

illness, she said, calling on “everybody 

to do their own job to break the third 

wave”.  Müller added that the Brazilian 

and South African variants were more 

resistant to antibodies, which could 

result in reinfection. On Thursday, 

the British variant was identified in 

418 Hungarian samples, Müller said. 

The British variant causes a longer 

illness with somewhat more serious 

symptoms, while the patient also 

stays infectious longer, she said, added 

however that the current vaccines have 

been found to be effective against 

it. Müller said that those who had 

registered for vaccination would get 

at least the first shot before Easter.

PaLKOVICS: DOMeSTIC 
PrODuCTION OF VaCCINe 
TO STarT aT eND-2022

Domestic production of a coronavirus 

vaccine will start in Debrecen at the 

end of next year, the minister of 

innovation and technology told a 

press conference. The plant will be 

set up for the production of vaccines 

against coronavirus, László Palkovics 

said. A vaccine under development 

will be produced in cooperation with 

the University of Debrecen (DE) and 

the National Public Health Centre, 

he said. The cost of the investment is 

expected to total 55 billion (EUR 153m) 

forints, with the coronavirus vaccine 

plant costing 6.7-7 billion, he said at 

the event held at the Hajdú-Bihar 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

The government has declared the 

investment to be of high economic 

importance with a view to speeding 

up construction and launching 

production as quickly as possible, the 

minister added.

KarÁCSONy: buDaPeST 
STOOD TeST OF FIrST, 
SeCOND WaVeS 

Budapest stood the test of the first 

and second waves of the coronavirus 

to a great extent thanks to the 

cooperation of the city’s residents, 

Mayor Gergely Karácsony told a 

meeting of the Covid 2021 opposition 

assessment committee. He insisted 

that the local government’s “brave and 

forward-thinking steps and inclusive 

communication” had contributed to 

Budapest residents demonstrating 

discipline in observing the restrictions. 

The municipal council introduced all 

epidemiological restrictions earlier 

than the government, including 

protective measures for social 

institutions, mask-wearing rules 
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and testing programmes, he added. 

Karácsony said current information 

showed that it is necessary to prepare 

for a third wave of the epidemic, and 

the next two or three weeks would 

be “hellishly difficult”. He also told the 

meeting that if Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán’s remark that the success of 

protection can be measured by the 

number of lives saved at face value, 

then “the protection campaign has 

failed”.

OrbÁN reaFFIrMS 
WILLINGNeSS TO 
COOPeraTe WITH ITaLy’S 
OPPOSITION brOTHerS 
OF ITaLy 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

reaffirmed his willingness to 

cooperate with Italy’s opposition 

party Brothers of Italy (FdI) in a 

letter addressed to party leader 

Giorgia Meloni. The letter published 

by the party late was received 

after FdI refused to join the new 

government of Prime Minister Mario 

Draghi. Orbán said in the letter 

that after spending sixteen years 

in the opposition, he had learned 

that victory was “never final” and 

defeat “never fatal”. “Only one thing 

matters: whether we are ready to 

continue the fight,” he added. He 

said it was necessary to have “reliable 

companions in battle who have a 

common vision of the world and give 

similar responses to the challenges 

of our times.” Orbán expressed hope 

that cooperation between Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz and the Brothers of 

Italy would continue in the future, 

and “we will be able to maintain 

our friendly relations based on the 

policy of common sense as well as on 

Christian and conservative values.” 

Meloni, who is also the president 

of the European Conservatives 

and Reformists Party, visited Orbán 

during the 2018 parliamentary 

election campaign in Italy and Orbán 

addressed an FdI meeting in Rome 

in September 2019.

SZIJJÁrTÓ MeeTS 
MONTeNeGrIN 
COuNTerParT, DISCuSSeS 
PeaCe IN W baLKaNS 

Ensuring peace and stability in the 

Western Balkans is in Hungary’s 

interest, Péter Szijjártó, the minister 

of foreign affairs and trade, said 

after talks with Đjorđje Radulović, 

his Montenegrin counterpart, in 

Budapest. Integrating the region 

into the European Union is crucial for 

achieving that end, the minister said, 

adding that Hungary “most resolutely” 

supports the accession of the Western 

Balkans to the EU, which, he added, 

was also in the bloc’s interest.

The Western Balkans is a focal point 

of Hungarian foreign policy, he said, 

adding: “Hungary, a neighbour of that 

region, knows the difference between 

peace, stability, calm, and prosperity 

there and when the opposite is 

happening.” He insisted that if Balkan 

countries were “weak”, illegal migrants 

could easily reach Hungary’s southern 

borders, that is why strengthening the 

region and integrating it with the EU 

was crucial for European security. 

Hungary will do everything to 

support European integration, Szijjártó 

said, adding that “Montenegro should 

be in the EU already”. He also called 

on the EU’s Portuguese presidency to 

speed up accession talks. Hungary’s 

Eximbank has opened a 55 million 

euro loan credit line to finance 

cooperative projects by Hungarian 

and Montenegrin companies, Szijjártó 

said. He added that Hungarian retail 

bank OTP was a market leader in 

Montenegro, while low-cost airline 

Wizzair was making preparations 

to open a new base in that country. 

Hotel chain Hunguest will refurbish 

one of its hotels in Montenegro, 

with the Hungarian government 

contributing one billion forints (EUR 

2.8m) to the project worth 2 billion 

forints, the minister said. Radulović 

said that bilateral ties were excellent, 

and expressed his country’s gratitude 

for Hungary’s continuous support 

for EU enlargement in the Western 

Balkans. Montengro wants to join 

the EU as soon as possible, he added. 

The Montenegrin minister welcomed 

Hungary’s economic support and 

assistance in coping with the impacts 

of the coronavirus pandemic. The 

two officials agreed to reinforce 

bilateral cooperation in the areas of 

the economy, tourism, health, security, 

and education, he said. Answering 

a question, Szijjártó said Hungary 

would receive another 500,000 doses 

of China’s Sinopharm vaccine by the 
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end of next month, but added that 

he hoped the shipment would be 

delivered sooner, facilitating earlier 

vaccinations and an earlier removal 

of restrictions. 

On the subject of ties with China, 

he also said that while the global 

economy had contracted by 9% last 

year, bilateral trade turnover was up 

by over 20%, and Hungary received 

the largest part of its FDI from that 

country.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: NeW POWer 
reLaTIONS IN ‘braVe NeW 
WOrLD’ 

A “brave new world” has begun 

in politics and economics, with 

new power relations heightening 

competition, Péter Szijjártó, the 

foreign minister, told a meeting of 

Hungarian ambassadors. Two kinds 

of competition had emerged: one 

to procure vaccines and the other 

for the global redistribution of 

economic capacities, he said. “This 

competition will determine the tasks 

of Hungary’s diplomacy and foreign 

mission heads in the years ahead,” 

he said in his speech posted on 

Facebook. The current competition 

for vaccines is similar to that for 

ventilators, protective gear and face 

masks in the spring, he said. Initially, 

everyone said that products made in 

the East were of inferior quality and 

should not be imported, but then 

within a short time “we saw that the 

whole of Europe was buying masks, 

ventilators and protective clothing 

for doctors and nurses from China”, 

he added. The reason for such 

criticism has not changed since the 

launch of the government’s opening 

to the East: “those already present 

in this market do not want to face 

competition.” “Not to mention that 

as long as we can be attacked for 

making purchases from the East, it 

is possible to avoid answering such 

questions as: what is the reason for 

the European Union making fewer 

and slower vaccine acquisitions 

than originally expected,” Szijjártó 

said. “We have a national interest” 

to protect people’s lives, health 

and jobs, he added. Szijjártó said 

Hungary’s partial lockdown caused 

15 billion forints (EUR 43m) of losses 

to the national economy each day 

and some 100-150 people were dying 

every day. “So nobody should tell the 

government from where it should 

and shouldn’t buy vaccines.”

He added that whereas 114 million 

people had lost their jobs globally 

during the pandemic, in Hungary 

the number of jobholders was 

currently the same as before the 

crisis. He said Hungarian exports 

exceeded 100 billion euros last 

year, the 34th highest figure 

globally, whereas Hungary has 

the 94th biggest population. He 

urged participants at the meeting 

to remember “the battles that the 

government had to fight” in order 

to pursue its economic policy 

instead of handing out money for 

redistribution. The target for the 

next year is to make Hungary and 

Hungarians “winners of the new 

global economic era”, he said, 

adding that national interests must 

determine Hungarian foreign policy. 

FÜrJeS: GOVT aIMING ‘TO 
KeeP eVeryONe aFLOaT’ 

The government is “working to 

keep everyone afloat”, including 

local governments, Balázs Fürjes, 

the state secretary at the Prime 

Minister’s Office responsible for 

the development of Budapest 

and its agglomeration, said after 

meeting the mayor of Budapest 

and its districts. Fürjes saod the 

coronavirus pandemic was putting 

local governments under strain, 

adding, however, that “there can 

be no question of austerity or 

tax increases”. “Our recipe is tax 

cuts, investments, and support 

for businesses and families.” 

Investments must get priority as 

these help to maintain jobs while 

aiding businesses and families, he 

said. Thursday’s meeting, he said, 

was “good-natured” and the first 

of a series of talks aimed at solving 

the problems of Budapesters. 

He said the government awaited 

written responses from the mayors 

regarding revenue losses caused by 

the cut of the business tax. Fürjes 

said he had agreed with Gergely 

Karácsony, Budapest’s mayor, that 

the next meeting of the Budapest 

Public Development Council (FKT) 

will be held on March 18. Talks will 

focus on possible compensation for 
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the loss of income in the capital, 

the launch of new developments, 

as well as consultations on the use 

of European Union recovery fund 

resources in the capital, he said. 

Fürjes indicated that large amounts 

of monies would be available to 

spend on the development of 

Budapest in the next EU budget 

cycle. Karácsony told a briefing 

afterwards that the negotiations 

on compensation for lost revenues 

had ended unsuccessfully. “It ’s 

hard to keep in good faith,” he 

said, adding that even under 

the threat of the dismantling of 

Budapest’s municipalities, “we 

are partners in every conciliation”. 

Karácsony said the Budapest 

local governments had made four 

demands: automatic compensation 

for the loss of business tax revenues, 

the abolition of free parking, the 

demand that opposition-led local 

governments receive previously 

promised but withdrawn subsidies, 

and that the government enter 

into meaningful negotiations with 

local governments on the use of 

the EU recovery fund. He said the 

metropolitan council had lost 12 

billion forints and the districts 10 

billion forints due to the business 

tax rebate granted to businesses. 

Meanwhile, the central government 

decree on free parking enacted 

during the pandemic caused 

traffic chaos in the city and put yet 

another financial burden on local 

governments due to further lost 

revenues, he said.

FIDeSZ MeP: NaTIONaL 
ParLIaMeNTS aLLIeS 
IN eurOPeaN PubLIC 
DebaTeS

National parliaments should be viewed 

as engines of European public life and 

partners in the European political 

space because they are natural allies 

in the bloc’s debates about public life, 

ruling Fidesz MEP László Trócsányi said. 

Trócsányi said national parliaments 

played an important role because they 

were close to citizens and exercised 

control over significant resources. 

The MEP attended a meeting of the 

European Parliament’s Committee on 

Constitutional Affairs (AFCO), telling 

the meeting that the key to success for 

a conference on Europe’s future would 

be to ensure that national parliaments 

participate as real and equal partners. 

“The effective involvement of 

more than 8,500 lower house and 

upper house representatives would 

strengthen the conference on Europe’s 

future, its success and legitimacy,” he 

said.

rOLLING JObLeSS raTe 
4.3% IN NOV-JaN 

Hungary’s three-month rolling average 

jobless rate averaged 4.3% in the Nov-

Jan period, up by 0.2 percentage point 

from the previous month, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said on Friday. 

The rate which covers unemployment 

among people between the ages of 15 

and 74 was 1 percentage point higher 

than the same period a year earlier. In 

absolute terms, 208,900 people were 

unemployed, 13,500 more than in 

the previous month and 48,900 more 

than a year earlier. Citing changed 

methodology from Jan. 1 to fall in 

line with international regulations, KSH 

said that in the month of January, the 

number of jobless came to 238,000, 

54,000 more than in the same period of 

the previous year. The unemployment 

rate rose by 0.8 percentage points to 

5%, KSH said. Meanwhile, the average 

monthly number of employees 

was 4,537,000, KSH said. Citing the 

epidemic and seasonal effects, it said 

the number of employees fell by 97,000 

compared with the previous month 

and by 55,000 from January last year, 

noting the changed methodology. The 

employment rate of those aged 15-64 

was 71.1%, 1.5 percentage points lower 

than in December and 0.7 percentage 

points lower than in January last year.

ING Bank senior analyst 

Péter Virovácz, noting that the 

unemployment rate rose steeply 

in January as a result of the second 

wave of the coronavirus epidemic, 

said that just as during the first wave, 

the negative effects would show 

up in labour statistics with one or 

two months delay. A rather difficult 

first quarter should be expected, 

affecting the economic growth rate, 

too, he said. Takarékbank analyst 

András Horvath said the Hungarian 

labour market proved resilient until 

the end of last year but there was a 

noticeable drop in employment in 

January. Neither government support, 
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nor “changes to business models” 

can sustain the employment level 

that belongs to ordinary business 

operations, he said.

KÁSLer: GOVT urGeS GPS 
TO FOrM COMMuNITy 
PraCTICeS

The government backs the formation 

of family doctor “community 

practices” and is allocating 100 billion 

forints (EUR 280m) more this this year 

to primary health-care services, the 

minister of human resources said. 

Miklós Kásler said that the groups 

will be organised locally by family 

doctors, paediatricians and dentists, 

as well as by doctors of various 

specialisations.  Meanwhile, the 

magnitude of a planned “historic” 

pay rise for doctors, he said, would 

be based on the number of years 

practiced and “the level of practice 

community they choose”. A pay rise 

for nurses and assistants in primary 

care will be determined based on 

the number of years spent in the 

profession only, Kásler said, adding 

that they will benefit from 18 billion 

forints allocated for the purpose. 

Community practice members, 

according to the government’s 

proposal, would be available to 

patients for at least 20 hours a week, 

while they would also agree to fill 

in for other members and provide 

higher level services in general, 

Kásler said.  GPs have been given a 

Feb. 28 deadline to indicate if they 

wish to join a community group.

OVer 130,000 
HuNGarIaNS aPPLIeD TO 
STay IN uK PerMaNeNTLy

More than 130,000 Hungarians have 

applied to stay in the UK permanently, 

according to figures released by 

Britain’s Home Office on Thursday. 

The figures show that by December 

31 last year, over five million European 

Union citizens applied, and in the 

list of countries Hungarians were in 

mid-field, with 131,120 applications. 

At the top of the list were Poles, with 

911,240 applications and Romanians 

with 836,980. Among central and 

eastern European countries, the 

lowest number of applications was 

submitted by Slovenians (4,410). The 

British authorities assessed 4,514,250 

applications by the end of last year 

and rejections were made in less than 

3% of the cases.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: STeLLaNTIS TO 
uPGraDe eNGINe PLaNT 
IN W HuNGary

Car manufacturing conglomerate 

Stellantis will upgrade its plant 

manufacturing petrol engines in 

Szentgotthárd, in southwest Hungary, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade.  The upgrade will 

require tens of millions of euros 

in investment, Szijjártó said. The 

Hungarian government is in talks with 

Stellantis on an individually approved 

government grant, he added. The 

upgraded plant will turn out 200,000 

1.6 liter petrol engines annually, in 

addition to its current production 

of 390,000 1.2 liter engines, Szijjártó 

said. The new generation of 1.6 liter 

engines will be used in hybrid cars, 

giving the Szentgotthárd plant an 

important part in Stellantis’ hybrid 

strategy, he added. The 50% capacity 

boost will also bring a significant 

increase in the plant’s 800-strong 

work force, he added.


