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The prime minister said he had met a group of mathematicians on Thursday to discuss epidemiological trends the country 

could expect over the coming days and weeks. “I have a whole lot of bad news,” Orbán said in a video posted on Facebook. “It 

appears that we are on the brink of the hardest two weeks of the pandemic yet. The emergence of the new mutant variants 

of the virus has led, and will continue to lead, to a sharp rise in infections.” Hospitals will have to withstand as yet unseen 

levels of pressure, he said, adding that the health-care system will be in need of all of its doctors, nurses and ventilators.

Orbán asked the public to continue to observe the regulations and guidelines issued by the operative board coordinating 

the response to the pandemic. “We’re in a race against time,” he said. “If many people register for a vaccine ... it will help 

shorten this difficult period. If few people register, this period of enormous pressure will be longer.”

Hungary is set to face its hardest two weeks of the coronavirus pandemic yet,  
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said, encouraging the public to register for a vaccine.

HuNGary FaCeS ‘HarDeST TWO WeeKS’ OF PaNDeMIC

Coronavirus updates

Stats office report on jobs, 
unemployment in Jan 2021
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Candles at the House of Terror Museum on the Day of Remembrance  
for the Victims of Communism
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GuLyÁS: ParTIaL 
LOCKDOWN TO STay  
IN PLaCe uNTIL MarCH 15 

The government will maintain the 

current restrictions introduced due to 

the coronavirus pandemic until March 

15, the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office told a weekly press briefing. 

Gergely Gulyás said that the third wave 

of the pandemic had hit Hungary and 

numbers could “worsen dramatically” 

in the coming weeks. “The next two 

weeks will be particularly difficult,” he 

added. 

There are a number of new variants 

present in the country, spreading faster 

than earlier ones, Gulyás said, adding 

that the vaccines currently available 

provided protection against each of 

them.

Gulyás said that hopefully the 

current lockdown was the last of its 

kind, in view of the mass inoculation 

of people now under way. He said 

that the vaccination process would 

be accelerated in the next two weeks, 

with “more people receiving the jabs 

than the total number inoculated so 

far”. The restrictions could be eased 

in a couple of weeks, he said, adding 

that the government would make 

relevant decisions in consideration of 

the results of a National Consultation 

survey on the subject. He also said 

that the government would define 

authorisations attached to the 

vaccination certificates issued to 

people inoculated and those who have 

recovered from Covid-19. 

The minister slammed the left wing 

for being “anti-vaxxers”, blaming” 

Ferenc Gyurcsány and his party, the 

Democratic Coalition” in particular. 

He insisted that their actions were 

contrary to the interests of the country, 

accusing them of “playing with lives”. 

The leftist parties refused to vote for 

an extension of the special legal order 

and criticised the vaccination plan, 

Gulyás said, insisting that “the only 

reason could be that they expect a 

prolonged pandemic and think 

they would therefore have a better 

chance of snatching power”. He also 

said leftist mayors had recently “called 

for a boycott of vaccines licenced in 

Hungary”, calling this “unacceptable”.

Concerning the inoculation of senior 

officials, including the prime minister, 

Gulyás said that while politicians had 

been among the first to be vaccinated 

in many other countries, the Hungarian 

government did not believe it would 

have been right for them “to be at the 

front of the line”. The government is 

convinced that “this is the right way 

to do things” even if those in charge 

of the epidemic response measures 

have an interest in being among 

the first to get the jab, Gulyás said. 

He added that Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán is expected to be vaccinated 

with the Sinopharm jab next week. 

Asked which vaccine he would prefer, 

Gulyás said he was “not going to be 

picky” and would accept whichever 

one he was offered. Gulyás dismissed 

as “untrue” Democratic Coalition MP 

Gergely Arató’s claim that Hungarians 

were not free to choose which vaccine 

they wanted and were “relegated to 

the back of the line” if they did not 

accept an Eastern jab.  “The vaccine 

is voluntary and free of charge, and 

everyone has a right to decide whether 

or not they want the vaccine that is 

available,” he said. “If someone doesn’t 

accept [the vaccine they are offered] 

then they will have another chance to 

get inoculated once their preferred 

vaccine is available.” The Hungarian 

authorities have assessed the vaccines 

in use in Hungary and the state bears 

full responsibility for their safety and 

effectiveness against the coronavirus, 

Gulyás said.

Asked about the Health Scientific 

Council’s decision to reject a proposal 

to reopen the country, Gulyás said 

the government could only see as 

far ahead as March 15, but would like 

certain services to reopen after that 

date. The prime minister has consulted 

with mathematicians, virologists and 

professors of medicine who all agreed 

that Hungary’s Covid numbers were 

expected to deteriorate significantly 

over the coming weeks due to the UK 

variant of the virus. 

Gulyás added that concerts and 

events with large crowds would only 

be permitted once herd immunity is 

achieved. The evening-night curfew 

will have to be among the first 

measures to be lifted, he said, arguing 

that it was “the main restriction 

disrupting people’s lives”.

Around 2.5 to 3 million vaccines will 

have to be administered to ensure 

that the most vulnerable age group 

is protected, he said. Gulyás said he 
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was hopeful that 1-1.2 million elderly 

people would soon be vaccinated. 

Those who are already vaccinated 

or have recovered from the infection 

will begin receiving their immunity 

certificate from March 1, Gulyás said. 

Then the government will have to 

decide on the sort of exemptions, 

besides quarantine rules, that 

certificate-holders will be entitled to, 

he said.

Meanwhile, Gulyás ruled out the 

possibility of getting the vaccine 

for a fee at a private practice. The 

government has a vaccination 

programme in place and is handling 

the procurement of vaccines, he said, 

adding that it was certain that the 

National Public Health Centre (NNK) 

would not grant any other entity 

permission to administer vaccines.

The PM’s chief of staff was also 

asked about a recent ruling by the 

Constitutional Court declaring that 

the government has a duty to provide 

funding to local councils that is 

proportional to the tasks they have to 

carry out, and Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony’s call for local councils to 

be compensated in full for their lower 

business tax revenues. Gulyás said the 

debate was not about the funding 

of local council responsibilities but 

rather about whether a part of the 

business tax should be left with small 

businesses or go to local councils. The 

government believes that the best way 

to create and save jobs is by leaving 

these monies with businesses, he said.

The government does not deny that 

local councils are in a difficult situation 

but is ready to talk to them and provide 

help wherever it can, Gulyás said.

Asked about the three-week 

timeframe required by the National 

Institute of Pharmacy and Nutrition 

(OGYEI) to test Russia’s Sputnik V 

vaccine compared with the shorter 

period of time in the case of the 

Chinese Sinopharm which arrived 

in Hungary only last Tuesday, but 

is already in circulation, Gulyás said 

samples of Sinopharm had been 

purchased earlier to make it available 

for testing by the National Public 

Health Authority (NNK). The licencing 

took more than a month from the time 

the first sample arrived in Hungary, 

Gulyás said. The NNK also assesses 

every new vaccine shipment, he 

said, adding that this was a quicker 

procedure. OGYEI’s experts will 

begin testing the Russian vaccine 

produced in a Saint Petersburg plant 

on Thursday, he added. Asked about 

the possibility of producing the 

Russian vaccine in Hungary, Gulyás 

said that due to a lack of sufficient 

capacity, the local company, Fluart 

Kft, cannot be involved in such a 

project. He noted the government’s 

recent decision, however, to give 

preferential investment status to a 

national vaccine plant to be set up 

in Debrecen, in eastern Hungary. As 

regards Sinopharm, China delivered 

50,000 more doses in February than 

the expected 500,000, Gulyás said. 

Two additional shipments of 500,000 

doses are expected in March and April, 

respectively, and a third one of 3.5 

million in May, he added.

CHIeF MeDICaL OFFICer: 
eVeryONe WHO’S 
reGISTereD TO GeT Jab 
by eaSTer

Hungary’s chief medical officer has said 

that the authorities want to speed up 

the rate of vaccinations, and the aim 

is for everyone who has registered 

in advance to receive the vaccine by 

Easter. Cecília Müller told a briefing on 

Thursday that the working group in 

charge of the vaccination drive was 

continually examining professional 

innovations and experiences from 

other countries with a view to 

speeding up Hungary’s vaccination 

schedule. She said the number of 

people in Hungary who have received 

a shot exceeded half a million.

DK aCCuSeS GOVT OF 
reJeCTING eu VaCCINeS 

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) on Thursday accused the 

government of intentionally snubbing 

the European Union’s offer of certain 

vaccines to suit its “anti-EU agenda”. 

DK MEP Klára Dobrev told an online 

briefing that Hungary was entitled 

to far more EU vaccines than it is 

currently receiving, and accused the 

government of having committed to 

far less from the EU than the country 

would otherwise get based on the 

size of its population. Hungary’s 

vaccination rate is currently below 

that of Romania, Poland, Slovakia and 

Slovenia, even though these countries 
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only accept vaccines approved by the 

EU, she added. Dobrev accused the 

government of risking the health and 

lives of Hungarians on the back of its 

“political games”. She also underlined 

that DK was pro-vaccination and she 

said everyone should get inoculated 

“with EU-approved vaccines”.

In response, ruling Fidesz called on 

Hungary’s left-wing parties to stop 

their “anti-vaccination campaign and 

lies”. The party said in a statement 

that DK leader Ferenc Gyurcsány and 

the entire left wing were hindering 

anti-epidemic efforts, “spreading 

fake news ... and purposely trying to 

create uncertainty about vaccines”.  It 

added that Dobrev had lied about the 

availability of vaccines, and “contrary to 

her claim, Hungary has actually tapped 

all available vaccines”.

HuNGary reCOrDS 120 
COrONaVIruS FaTaLITIeS, 
4,385 NeW INFeCTIONS

Fully 120 Covid patients, generally 

elderly and suffering from an 

underlying illness, died over the past 

24 hours, while 4,385 new infections 

were officially registered, bringing the 

total number of infected to 414,514, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Thursday. 

The death toll has risen to 14,672, while 

315,781 people have made a recovery. 

The number of active infections 

stands at 84,061, while there are 4,836 

hospitalised Covid patients, 411 on a 

ventilator. Altogether 29,389 people 

are in official home quarantine, and 

the number of tests carried out has 

risen to 3,577,770. Fully 508,073 people 

have been vaccinated so far, with 

211,073 having received the second 

jab. The government has extended 

coronavirus-related restrictions 

until March 15. Also, parliament 

has prolonged the special powers 

granted to government during the 

pandemic by another three months. 

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (77,583) and Pest County 

(52,779) so far, followed by the counties 

of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén (23,541), 

Hajdú-Bihar (23,183) and Győr-Moson-

Sopron (23,071). The county least 

affected by the infection is Tolna 

(9,278).

JuSTICe MIN: GOVT TO 
CONTINue ‘PrOTeCTING 
bOrDerS OF HuNGary, 
eurOPe’

The government will continue to 

protect the borders of Hungary and 

Europe, and will make every effort to 

prevent the creation of international 

migrant corridors, Justice Minister 

Judit Varga said in reaction to an 

opinion of an Advocate General of 

the Court of Justice of the European 

Union on Thursday. Commenting in 

a post on Facebook in connection 

with Athanasios Rantos’s opinion 

that the court should partially uphold 

proceedings by the European 

Commission against certain elements 

of the Stop Soros package of laws, 

Varga said: “Again, another example 

of how the Western thought bubble 

works.” “It is clear that no matter 

how cooperative the Hungarian 

government may be, it is again 

easier for the Brussels elite to initiate 

proceedings against Hungary by 

hiding behind well-used mantras and 

magic words,” she said. 

Varga said the EC and the Advocate 

General “unfortunately” agreed 

that it was “completely acceptable 

to support, facilitate and organise 

illegal migration.” Conversely, the 

Hungarian criminal code classifies 

such activities as a criminal offence, she 

added. “According to the Hungarian 

Government, the Commission 

misunderstands the factual situation 

and scope of the punishable offense, 

on the other hand, the Brussels board 

has not been able to substantiate its 

argument with any evidence,” Varga 

said, adding that it was still possible 

for asylum seekers to submit “a letter 

of intent to lodge an asylum claim” at 

Hungarian foreign missions.

SZIJJÁrTÓ DISCuSSeS 
MIGraTION, eCONOMIC 
COOPeraTION WITH 
TurKISH COuNTerParT

It is in the interest of Hungarian 

security policy, health care, the 

economy and energy policy to 

strengthen ties with Turkey, Péter 

Szijjártó, the minister of foreign affairs 

and trade, told a press conference after 

talks with Turkish counterpart Mevlüt 

Çavuşoğlu. Szijjártó noted that Turkey 

currently hosts four million migrants. 

“If they all broke out for Europe at the 

same time, we would all be in serious 
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trouble,” he said, adding that illegal 

migration now posed health risks too. 

He called on European politicians to 

“consider that when they decide to 

criticise Turkey.”

The global fight against the 

coronavirus depends on vaccines, 

Szijjártó said. Countries with enough 

vaccines will be able to save their 

citizens’ lives and their economies, he 

added. Turkey is currently funding 17 

vaccine development projects, with 

the most advanced soon entering the 

third test phase, Szijjártó said, adding 

that Hungary would cooperate in this 

endeavour. 

Szijjjarto said cooperation between 

Hungary and Turkey stood on firm 

economic foundations. While world 

trade has shrunk by 9%, trade between 

the two countries has grown by 6%, he 

said. The first significant outsourcing of 

Hungarian production will be based in 

Turkey, where an 800 million forint (EUR 

2.2m) plant manufacturing neonatal 

medical equipment will be built, he 

said, adding that talks were advancing 

rapidly on a 70 billion forint Turkish 

project slated to create 330 jobs in 

Hungary. Cooperation is also bearing 

fruit in Ghana, where Hungarian and 

Turkish companies are providing 

oncological equipment to seven 

hospitals, he said. 

Szijjártó said energy supply security 

had always been a topical issue in 

central Europe. This October, a corridor 

delivering natural gas to Hungary from 

the South will open through Turkey, 

Bulgaria and Serbia, delivering some 

6 billion cubic meters of gas annually 

from a new source, the minister said. 

Further, Hungary and Turkey have 

decided to hold a joint cultural season 

in 2023-2024, he said.

Çavuşoğlu praised Hungary as a 

strategic partner of Turkey, and noted 

he was scheduled to meet Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán later in the day.  

He called Hungary one of Turkey’s 

most important partners, adding 

that cooperation on national security 

and other issues was constantly 

developing. Turkey is soon taking over 

the presidency of the Turkic Council 

in which Hungary has observer status, 

Çavuşoğlu noted. He invited Orbán 

and Szijjártó to the Council’s summit. 

He praised the two countries’ mutual 

help given during the pandemic, and 

noted Hungary’s readiness to deliver 

raw pharmaceutical materials to Turkey.

OrbÁN DISCuSSeS 
PaNDeMIC, bILaTeraL 
TIeS WITH TurKISH 
FOreIGN MINISTer

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán discussed 

bilateral relations, the coronavirus 

pandemic as well as a range of global 

and regional issues with Turkish 

Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu in 

Budapest on Thursday, the PM’s press 

chief said. Çavuşoğlu is on an official 

visit to Hungary at the invitation of 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó. At the 

meeting at the Castle District premises 

of the Prime Minister’s Office, Orbán 

and Çavuşoğlu discussed every aspect 

of Hungarian-Turkish relations and also 

touched on topical regional and global 

issues. The two officials also shared 

their countries’ experiences regarding 

the handling of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Orbán briefed Çavuşoğlu 

on Hungary’s vaccine procurement 

strategy, saying that the country’s 

purchase of a wide variety of jabs 

had meant that it was ahead of most 

European Union member states in 

terms of vaccinations.

The meeting also touched on the 

Hungarian government’s action 

plan for restarting the economy, 

including its wage support provided 

to businesses, the moratorium on loan 

repayments, tax cuts and interest-free 

loans for SMEs. According to Turkey’s 

foreign ministry, Çavuşoğlu’s visit 

is aimed at preparing for the fifth 

meeting of the Hungarian-Turkish high 

level strategic council set to be held in 

Ankara this year. The meeting will be 

chaired by Orbán and Turkish President 

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan.

JuSTICe MINISTer 
aDDreSSeS GerMaN 
FOreIGN aFFaIrS 
SOCIeTy’S DebaTe  
ON ruLe OF LaW

It is never a problem to have an 

independent opinion, Justice Minister 

Judit Varga said in an online debate on 

the rule of law organised by Germany’s 

foreign affairs society DGAP. Varga said 

on Facebook after the debate that 

at the event she had “tried to invite 

the ‘champions of comfort’ into the 

Hungarian ring, encouraging them to 

break out from the bubble, to open 
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up to other opinions, to be brave to 

know the other side’s arguments”. 

Most importantly, she said, she had 

challenged them “to dare to face 

the mainstream, because it is never 

a problem to have an independent 

opinion”. The minister said that in 

the past decade there had not been 

a single debate, panel discussion, 

conference or international interview 

“for which the arguments or questions 

on the rule of law and liberties of 

liberal politicians, narrators and 

journalists were not possible to be 

known in advance”. The minister 

said that not a “single new thought”, 

question or context had been 

conveyed at any of those forums. “It 

is such a comfortable pose since 10-20 

NGOs and 10-20 global media outlets 

will always tell you exactly what to 

think and what to represent in these 

matters anyway,” Varga said. Over the 

past decades, this sort of political and 

ideological “laziness” has “created a 

huge bubble for the West in which you 

don’t have to think”, just simply recite 

“the usual mantras and magic words 

after which you will be a ‘good man’ 

and avoid the civilized world’s curse”, 

she said. This is why, Varga said, she 

had always considered it “an exciting 

challenge” to take part in discussions 

and debates on the rule of law.

MINISTerS MarK Day OF 
COMMuNISM VICTIMS 

“Suffering caused by communism 

and heroic defiance against 

dictatorship is a part of our 

national identity,” Gergely Gulyás, 

the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, said marking Hungary’s 

day of the victims of communist 

dictatorships in a video posted 

on Facebook.  Gulyás said the 

February 25 memorial day was an 

occasion to pay tribute to hundreds 

of thousands of Hungarians 

and “over 100 million people 

murdered in communist regimes 

worldwide”. “Today’s free Hungary 

is thanks to their heroism, their 

sacrifice,” he added. “There cannot 

be a compromise with those 

seeking excuses for the crimes of 

communism and the perpetrators 

of those crimes,” he said, adding 

that “there will be no compromise 

with those constantly worried about 

freedom, even though they used to 

be collaborators in a dictatorship of 

mass murderers”. 

Justice Minister Judit Varga 

marked the memorial day of the 

victims of communism in a bilingual 

Facebook post. Varga hailed those 

who had suffered under communist 

dictatorship as Hungarians who 

“built our current independence and 

freedom through personal sacrifice”. 

“We remember them, the victims of 

communism!” she added. Hungary’s 

parliament declared February 25 

the memorial day of the victims of 

communist dictatorships in 2000, 

to commemorate Béla Kovács, head 

of the Independent Smallholders’ 

Party, who was arrested on that day 

in 1947 and later deported to the 

Soviet Union.

KarÁCSONy ISSueS 
DeCree ON ruLeS OF 
buDaPeST CITIZeNS’ 
INITIaTIVe

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

has issued a decree detailing the 

rules of a citizens’ initiative which the 

capital’s residents can draw up with 

a view to initiating consultations with 

the city’s leadership or shaping the 

agenda of the municipal assembly. The 

decree notes that the city assembly 

approved the rules of the Budapest 

citizens’ initiative last January and 

voted to have it enter into force 

one year later. A petitioner whose 

initiative garners the support of 1,000 

Budapest residents will be invited 

to consult with the mayor, a deputy 

mayor or another municipal leader. 

An initiative backed by at least 10,000 

residents will be brought before the 

municipal assembly for a debate, which 

the petitioner will also be invited to 

address. Petitioners and co-petitioners 

must be over the age of 14, according 

to the decree. Citizens’ initiatives can 

be filed and signed in person or online 

and are assessed and approved by the 

chief notary. The decree enters into 

force on March 1.

WaGe GrOWTH uP 10.6% 
IN DeC

Wage growth in Hungary was up at 

an annual 10.6% in December, up 

from 8.6% in the previous month, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 
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said. In absolute terms, the average 

gross monthly wage for full-time 

employees stood at 449,400 forints 

(EUR 1,250). The average net wage 

was 298,900 forints. Calculating 

with a 2.7% twelve-month CPI in 

December, real wage growth stood 

at 7.7%. In 2020, wages grew 9.7% 

on average, KSH said. Real wages 

grew by 6.2%, against a 3.3% rise in 

consumer prices, it said. Excluding 

the 90,100 Hungarians in fostered 

work programmes -- who earned 

on average a gross 81,900 forints 

in December -- the average gross 

monthly wage in Hungary was 

461,700 forints. 

raTe OF NaTuraL 
POPuLaTION DeCLINe uP 
IN JaN

The rate of natural decline in the 

population increased in January, with 

a 9.8% decrease in births and a 9.6% 

increase in deaths compared with 

the same month in 2020, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. In January, 

7,302 children were born, 793 fewer 

than in the same period last year, while 

12,916 people died, 1,136 more than 

in January 2019. The population loss 

for January was 5,614, compared to 

3,685 in January last year. Meanwhile, 

the number of marriages somewhat 

decreased from January last year, by 

83 to 2,780 couples in the first month 

of 2021.

HuNGarIaN-uKraINIaN 
eDuCaTION TeaM HOLDS 
FIrST MeeTING

The Hungarian-Ukrainian working 

group on education held its first 

meeting on Wednesday, with a view to 

finding a solution to the situation after 

Ukraine passed a public education law 

severely curbing the use of minority 

languages, the foreign ministry 

said. The leader of the Hungarian 

delegation, Orsolya Pacsay-Tomassich, 

said the delegation was briefed 

in detail on Ukrainian educational 

reform and Ukraine’s views on the 

future of public education in minority 

languages. In turn, the Hungarian side 

“came up with practical proposals 

respecting [Ukrainian] reality, which we 

hope will be acceptable for all parties,” 

the ministry cited Pacsay-Tomassich as 

saying.

HuNGary, eSTONIa 
MarK CeNTeNary OF 
DIPLOMaTIC reLaTIONS

Hungary and Estonia marked the 

centenary of their diplomatic 

relations, the anniversary of Hungary 

recognising Estonia as an independent 

state in 1921, the foreign ministry 

said. Since then, the two countries 

have built wide-ranging relations, 

“endowed with a special significance 

thanks to our languages’ shared Finno-

Ugric roots”. In the past two decades, 

Hungary and Estonia have become EU 

and NATO allies, with the Hungarian 

Armed Forces participating in the 

aerial defence of Baltic air space in 

2015 and 2019. The next such mission 

is scheduled for 2022.  High-level 

meetings have also strengthened 

mutual ties, including visits of 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó and House Speaker László 

Kövér to Estonia, and Estonian Foreign 

Minister Urmas Reinsalu to Budapest, 

the statement said, adding: “We trust 

that the next hundred years will bring 

unhampered development in political, 

economic and cultural ties.”


