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By closing its maritime border six years ago, Egypt has since shown the falsity of the claim of Brussels officials and pro-

migration politicians that migration waves cannot be contained along sea routes, he told a press conference in Cairo after 

talks with his Egyptian counterpart Sameh Shoukhry.

“Egypt is doing a great service for the whole of Europe, especially now that illegal migration involves major health risks. 

For this reason it deserves every possible assistance from the European Union,” he said.

Szijjártó also criticised the European Commission for setting conditions for Egypt’s access to EU funds. He noted that last 

year 60 million dollars due to Egypt “had got stuck” because of political disputes.

Szijjártó said that the two countries had always based their cooperation on mutual trust and refrained from interfering with 

one another’s internal affairs. In response to a question, the minister, noting the “sensitive issue” of gas supplies in central 

Europe, said: “This is why we have launched talks with Egypt on the purchase of liquefied natural gas.” 

Egypt deserves unconditional support from the European Union as it has proven 
that illegal migration can be halted at sea as well as on land, Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s 
foreign minister, said in Cairo. 

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS ON EU TO BACK EGYPT 
UNCONDITIONALLY
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SZIJJÁRTÓ HAILS 
DELIVERY OF FIRST 
RAILWAY CARRIAGES  
TO EGYPT

Delivering the first railway carriages 

assembled by Hungary’s Dunakeszi 

Járműjavító has been a “milestone” as 

well as “an excellent example of the 

cooperation between Hungary, Russia 

and Egypt”, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in Alexandria. 

At a press conference held online 

on Facebook, Szijjártó said that the 

Egyptian order for 1,300 carriages 

to be completed by a Hungarian-

Russian consortium and worth one 

billion euros, had so far been one 

of the largest export orders in the 

history of Hungary’s industry. He said 

that 624 carriages were scheduled to 

be completed in Russia and 676 in 

Hungary. So far, the first 259 have been 

delivered to the customer. 

Concerning ties with Egypt, Szijjártó 

said that the turnover of bilateral trade 

had increased by 2.5 times in the past 

ten years, adding that last year alone 

Hungarian exports to Egypt were 

up by 43% despite the impact of the 

coronavirus epidemic.

ORBÁN MEETS HEALTH 
COUNCIL OVER PANDEMIC

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met 

leaders of the Scientific Health Council, 

as part of a series of consultations 

concerning the coronavirus situation, 

the PM’s press chief said. 

In a video published on Facebook 

after the meeting, the prime minister 

quoted the participants as warning 

that “we must be careful in view of an 

increasing number of cases in a third 

wave of the epidemic and do all we 

can to ensure that as many doses of 

vaccines as possible are received and 

the most people get inoculated”. The 

Council also advised against easing 

restrictions, Orbán said, adding that 

“the time for that will come once we 

have a higher number of vaccinated 

residents”. The prime minister will 

have a next round of consultations 

on Wednesday.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: 100,000 DOSES 
OF SPUTNIK V ARRIVE  
IN HUNGARY

A delivery of 100,000 doses of 

Russia’s Sputnik V coronavirus 

vaccine arrived in Hungary late on 

Monday, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign 

minister, said. The vaccine was taken 

to the National Public Health Centre, 

Szijjártó said on Facebook, noting 

that the authority has approved its 

distribution.

“Speed is of the essence ... as 

advancing the inoculation plan by 

a single day would save the lives of 

100-150 people,” he said. Further, the 

infection of some 2,000 people would 

be prevented while the loss to the 

Hungarian economy of 10-15 billion 

forints (EUR 27.8-41.8m) would also be 

spared, he added. “We are working to 

ensure that all approved vaccines arrive 

in Hungary as fast as possible,” he said.

Szijjártó announced on Jan. 22 that 

Hungary had procured two million 

doses of Sputnik V, enough for the full 

inoculation of one million people.

CORONAVIRUS - 103 
FATALITIES, 1,628 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Fully 103 Covid patients, generally 

elderly and suffering from an 

underlying illness, died over the past 

24 hours, while 1,628 new infections 

were officially registered, bringing the 

total number of infected to 407,274, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Tuesday. 

The death toll has risen to 14,450, 

while 310,848 people have made 

a recovery. The number of active 

infections stands at 81,976, while there 

are 4,582 hospitalised Covid patients, 

396 on a ventilator. Altogether 

26,549 people are in official home 

quarantine, and the number of tests 

carried out has risen to 3,528,862. Fully 

457,096 people have been vaccinated 

so far, with 205,720 having received 

the second jab.

The government has extended 

coronavirus-related restrictions until 

March 1. Parliament has prolonged the 

special powers granted to government 

during the pandemic by another three 

months.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (76,075) and Pest County 

(51,444) so far, followed by the counties 

of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén (23,164), 

Hajdú-Bihar (22,769) and Győr-Moson-

Sopron (22,694). The county least 

affected by the infection is Tolna (9,117).
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HUNGARY TO HAVE 
INOCULATED 800,000  
BY END OF WEEK

By the end of this week, the number of 

people vaccinated against coronavirus 

may well have exceeded 800,000, 

István György, a state secretary at the 

Prime Minister’s Office, said.

Speaking at a press conference 

of the central board responsible for 

containing the virus, György said that 

Hungary’s vaccination rate was above 

the European Union average. So far, 

over 457,000 people have received 

their first shot and 206,000 people are 

fully inoculated, he said.

In the next few days GPs will use 

275,000 doses of the Chinese Sinopharm 

vaccine to inoculate registered elderly 

patients, while 41,000 people below 

the age of 60 with chronic illnesses 

will receive AstraZeneca shot. Another 

52,000 registered elderly are set to 

receive the Pfizer jab at inoculation 

centres, György said.

PRIME MINISTER MEETS 
HUNGEXPO OPERATOR 
CHIEF 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met 

Olivier Ginon, the head of French 

event organiser group GL events, to 

discuss plans of rebooting Hungary’s 

event sector as part of the country’s 

post-pandemic economic recovery 

package, Orbán’s press chief said on 

Tuesday. After their talks, Orbán and 

Ginon visited Budapest’s Hungexpo 

fairgrounds, operated by the French 

group, which is currently being overall 

refurbished under a 55-billion forint 

(EUR 153m) government project.

JUSTICE MINISTER 
ATTENDS EU GENERAL 
AFFAIRS COUNCIL SESSION

Effective cooperation in Europe 

requires continuous dialogue 

between member states, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said after a 

session of the European Union’s 

General Affairs Council on Tuesday, 

and expressed Hungary’s readiness 

to be a partner in such dialogues. 

The meeting touched upon the 

European Democracy Action Plan, 

Varga said on Facebook, but added 

that “contentious issues remain”, 

such as ones around measures to 

promote democratic participation. 

She mentioned the Minority SafePack 

initiative as an example, which she 

said the European Commission had 

rejected despite the more than 

1 million signatures it attracted. 

“In order to address the migration 

challenges more effectively, we 

consider it essential that the EU pays 

special attention to the Western 

Balkans region,” Varga said.

SOCIALISTS LAUNCH 
CONSULTATION ON EU 
RECOVERY FUNDS

The Socialists are launching a 

consultation with trade unions on 

the use of the European Union’s 

coronavirus recovery fund, an MEP of 

the opposition party said.

István Ujhelyi told an online press 

conference that Hungary was slated 

to receive over 5,000 billion forints 

(EUR 13.9bn) from the EU funds raised 

to offset the fallout of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Spending is tied to “strict 

conditions and concrete goals”, and 

the monies will have to be accounted 

for, he noted. Member states are 

required to prepare reform plans 

after consulting with local authorities, 

civil organisations and trade unions, 

“to make sure that the European 

community is not forced to fund 

certain governments’ pet projects,” 

Ujhelyi said.

The Hungarian government 

published the call for consultation 

on a “hidden little website”, asking 

social partners’ opinion on a “sketchy 

document a few pages long”. “This is 

not consultation; the government is 

shunning its work,” Ujhelyi said.

Deputy party leader Imre Komjáthi 

said the party was turning to trade 

unions in a letter, seeking their 

opinions and proposals on how to 

spend recovery monies. Ujhelyi will 

then forward the letters to “EU officials 

in charge” with the hope that funding 

goes towards job protection and 

Hungarian families, Komjáthi said.

PARLT APPROVES 
MODIFIED WASTE 
MANAGEMENT LAW

Parliament has approved legislation 

on waste management modified 
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to address concerns raised by the 

Constitutional Court. The law was 

modified to allow compensation for 

companies for the value of scrap they 

generate.

The legislation, which lawmakers 

initially approved in December, was 

changed after President János Áder 

asked for a review of problematic 

provisions by the Constitutional Court. 

Áder referred the amendment to the 

Constitutional Court in December, 

raising concerns over the lack of 

provisions to compensate market 

players when the government takes 

possession of valuable industrial 

waste.

Last week parliament’s legislation 

committee accepted an amendment 

to the draft that allows large 

companies to process their own waste, 

and ensures compensation. The law 

is expected to come into effect on 

March 1.

FINMIN CONFIRMS HUF 
198.8 BN BUDGET SURPLUS 
IN JAN

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, had a 198.8 

billion forint (EUR 553.6m) surplus in 

January, the Finance Ministry said.

The ministry said the January surplus 

is “not uncommon” and attributed it to 

seasonal effects. The central budget’s 

surplus in January came to 180.5 billion 

forints, while the separate state funds 

were 22.4 billion in the black, while the 

social insurance funds ran a deficit of 

4.1 billion.

The ministry confirmed that the 

budget is expected to finish the year 

with a deficit equivalent to 6.5% of 

GDP, calculated according to the 

European Union’s accrual-based 

accounting rules.

ETUC LAUNCHES 
CAMPAIGN FOR EUROPEAN 
MINIMUM WAGE

The European Trade Union 

Confederation (ETUC) has launched a 

campaign to convince member states 

to stand by a European-level regulation 

of the minimum wage, an MEP of 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK) 

said.

Klára Dobrev, a Vice-President of 

the European Parliament, told an 

online press conference that draft 

legislation on a European minimum 

wage was ready. “We still have a lot to 

do” before the directive is accepted 

as a mandatory decree, she added. 

Dobrev called it “dramatic” that while 

food prices grew by 9% in Hungary, 

employees were offered a 3.6% wage 

rise for 2021. EU regulation of the 

minimum wage “would mean that 

agreements on the minimum wage 

cannot be ignored or played down 

with empty excuses”, Dobrev said. 

Strong trade unions would not be 

sidelined, and the Hungarian minimum 

wage could not be one of the lowest 

in Europe, she said.

László Kordás, the head of the 

Hungarian Trade Union Confederation, 

said talks on the Hungarian minimum 

wage had been lengthy due to 

“the government’s idleness and 

helplessness”. The 3.6% deal achieved 

was “significantly lower than what was 

achievable,” he insisted. If the directive 

on the European minimum wage was 

in effect, minimum wage talks would 

take 50% of the average wage or 60% 

of the median wage as a starting point, 

he said.

The ETUC campaign also aims 

to have as many EU employees as 

possible protected by collective 

agreement, Kordás noted. Currently, 

some 20% of Hungarian employees 

have a collective agreement, while 

the directive says the aim should 

be 70%, he said. The government, 

employers and trade unions are 

equally responsible for that goal, he 

said.

In response, ruling Fidesz accused 

Dobrev of “tricking” her voters, 

saying that her words about the 

European minimum wage had been 

denied, even in Brussels. While in 

power, the left presided over the 

shedding of 200,000 jobs and it 

deprived employees of an amount 

worth a monthly wage, it said. “It 

was solely [ex-premier Ferenc] 

Gyurcsány and the left wing that 

brought about mass unemployment 

and economic decline in Hungary,” 

Fidesz said.

HUNGARIAN FARMERS 
PROTEST EU-MERCOSUR 
TRADE DEAL

The Hungarian Agriculture 

Chamber (NAK) is joining a 
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campaign by COPA-COGECA, 

Europe’s biggest interest group 

for farmers, against a free trade 

agreement the European Union has 

negotiated with South American 

trade bloc Mercosur.

NAK told MTI that in its present 

form the agreement could bring a 

flood of food products of unknown 

origin into Europe and put already 

vulnerable European farmers 

at a disadvantage. NAK said the 

agreement would clear the way for 

the import of sugar and ethanol 

produced in factories that do 

not meet European standards. It 

added that Brazilian farmers use 27 

insecticides and pesticides that are 

banned in Europe.

Talks on ratification of the EU-

Mercosur trade deal were re-started 

after Portugal took over the rotating 

presidency of the Council of the EU 

on January 1.

HUNGARY CBANK KEEPS 
RATES ON HOLD

Hungarian central bank (NBH) rate-

setters kept the base rate at 0.60% at 

a scheduled meeting on Tuesday. The 

interest rate corridor was also kept at 

the same level.

PURCHASING POWER  
OF WAGES UP 40% IN PAST 
FIVE YEARS

Real wages in Hungary have risen 

by almost 40% over the past five 

years largely thanks to the wage deal 

reached between the government and 

employers in 2016, according to the 

business daily Világgazdaság. Since 

2013, wages have seen the longest 

sustained growth since the change in 

political system in 1989-1990.

Last November, full-time employees 

earned 438,200 forints (EUR 1,220) 

before tax, 9.6% more than a year earlier, 

while the increase in salaries in real 

terms last year may have reached 6%.

MONGOLIA RECOGNISES 
HUNGARIAN OFFICIAL  
FOR PROMOTING TIES 

István Joó, deputy state secretary 

at the foreign ministry, has received 

Mongolia’s Order of the Polar Star 

for promoting relations between 

Hungary and Mongolia. The order, 

the highest Mongolian honour given 

to foreign nationals, was handed over 

by Zeneemyadar Batbayar, Mongolia’s 

ambassador to Hungary, in Budapest 

on Tuesday, the foreign ministry said 

in a statement.

PANEL ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE TO COMPILE 
LATEST NATIONAL 
RESEARCH RESULTS

The newly set-up Hungarian Panel on 

Climate Change (HuPCC) will compile 

Hungarian aspects of new knowledge 

and research results on climate change 

and it plans to hold its first scientific 

conference in April, the body’s leaders 

said. HuPCC has been set up as a 

national scientific advisory forum for 

the United Nations’ Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change(IPCC).

Deputy leader Diána Ürge-Vorsatz told 

an online press conference that since the 

IPCC was set up 30 years ago, demand 

has developed in Hungary for a similar 

organisation that compiles the results of 

work carried out in the country in this 

field. HuPCC leader László Szekér said the 

first Hungarian scientific conference on 

climate change between April 12 and 15 

will represent the first interdisciplinary 

professional dialogue in Hungary. 

HuPCC said in a statement that its aim 

was to present a detailed assessment of 

the current situation and a vision for the 

future based on scientific knowledge.


