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The accreditation of vaccines falls under the purview of experts of Hungary’s pharmaceutical authority rather than politicians 

or parties, Szijjártó said. Currently, nearly 100 people with coronavirus infection die every day in Hungary, while the loss 

incurred by the Hungarian economy comes to 10-15 billion forints (EUR 29-45m) daily, he said.  Regarding the agreement 

to import Russian vaccines, which he signed on Friday, Szijjártó said Hungary will receive enough of Sputnik V to inoculate 

one million people. Szijjártó compared the race for vaccines to last spring’s rush for ventilators, protective gear and masks. 

Now, “the whole world is trying to buy safe and effective vaccines,” he said. The vaccines, however, are only available in 

small quantities and manufacturing is lagging, he said. Meanwhile, people are dying and the restrictions threaten jobs 

every day, he said.  The question is whether the vaccine will be available quickly or only in a few months in large quantities, 

the minister said.

Speeding up coronavirus vaccination is in Hungary’s national interest, Foreign Minister 
Péter Szijjártó told public broadcaster Kossuth Radio.
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Gripens fly over Budapest, in memory of First Lieutenant Endre Frankó, the 
last fighter jet pilot who had fought in World War 2
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
PREPARES TO ACCREDIT 
CHINESE VACCINE

Hungary has “done everything in its 

political and diplomatic power” to 

procure vaccine from China next to 

its other sources, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó told public broadcaster 

Kossuth Radio. An agreement has 

already been drafted, to be signed 

when the drug authority allows the use 

of the Chinese vaccine, just as it was 

with the Russian and British vaccines, 

he added. He said tens of millions of 

people had already been vaccinated 

in China and this vaccine had also 

been used for mass inoculation in the 

United Arab Emirates and Bahrein. 

Szijjártó said he had talked to the 

foreign ministers of both countries, 

who said the results were satisfactory, 

and Hungarian experts also spent days 

in China studying the production site. 

According to the report, the Chinese 

technology and the expertise of the 

people involved in the manufacturing, 

development and research is beyond 

reproach, he said.

FIDESZ GROUP ABSTAINS 
AT EP VOTE ON GENDER 
EQUALITY REPORT

The European parliamentary group 

of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz-Christian 

Democrats (KDNP) has abstained from 

voting on a report examining the impact 

of the Covid-19 pandemic on women, as 

the report called for the ratification of 

the Istanbul Agreement, which is “driven 

by ideological issues,” the EP group 

said. The report, which also proposed 

measures to protect women’s rights and 

promote gender equality, was adopted 

with 485 votes in favour, 86 against and 

108 abstentions on Thursday. “While 

Fidesz is committed to supporting 

steps bolstering gender equality, it also 

recognises that there isn’t a cure-all for 

such issues,” the group’s statement said. 

Hungary has been fighting relentlessly 

to eliminate violence against women 

for ten years, the statement said. 

However, the parliamentary group will 

not support “documents infringing on 

member states’ competencies,” it said. 

The EP should rather work to adopt 

on a European level measures such as 

Hungary’s home purchase subsidies 

for families, car purchase support for 

large families and the PIT exemption of 

mothers raising three or more children, 

the statement said. Meanwhile, the 

Fidesz-KDNP EP group voted in favour 

of a report on closing the digital gap 

between genders. The group sees 

eliminating educational and professional 

disadvantages early on as a means to 

create equal opportunities to evolve 

and to promote gender equality, it said.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
HUNGARY EXPECTS 
PORTUGUESE EU 
PRESIDENCY TO ACT AS 
MEDIATORS

Hungary expects the Portuguese 

presidency of the European Union 

to act as “fair mediators, to execute 

the financial agreement, and not to 

give in [to] the tricksters of the rule 

of law mechanism”, Justice Minister 

Judit Varga said on Facebook. Varga, 

who also published her interview 

with daily Magyar Hirlap, said the 

economic policy ensuring wage 

growth should remain within the 

competence of member states as 

different “recipes” are needed in 

the individual economic situations 

of each member state. The justice 

minister, who also published 

her post in English, asked the 

Portuguese presidency to be open 

to the different approaches of nation 

states to migration. “Instead of more 

Europe, let’s focus on building a 

smart Europe,” Varga said.

UNION ASSOC MASZSZ 
REJECTS 4% MINIMUM 
WAGE HIKE

Union association MASZSZ will reject 

a 4% minimum wage hike offered 

by employers and government 

representatives for 2020. Another 

two workers’ organisations have 

said they would sign the agreement 

when it is debated on Monday, the 

organisations said.  Calculated for the 

whole year, the offer would come to a 

3.69% raise, while surveys show that 

food prices go up by an average 9.1% 

annually, MASZSZ warned. For low-

income workers, who spend most 

of their earnings on food, this would 

mean their wages wouldn’t even 

preserve their current value, MASZSZ 

leader László Kordás said. Meanwhile, 
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Takarékbank has projected an 8.4% 

rise of average wages in Hungary, 

which would further increase the 

gap between average and low wages, 

Kordás said. “A trade union can’t agree 

to that,” he said. He also called on all 

unions to stand together, to improve 

the position of low-income workers.

64 FATALITIES, 1,257 MORE 
INFECTIONS

Fully 64 Covid patients, generally 

elderly and suffering from an 

underlying illness, died over the past 

24 hours, while 1,257 new infections 

were officially registered, bringing 

the total number of infected to 

359,574, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Sunday. The death toll has risen to 

11,968, while 241,472 people have 

made a recovery. The number of 

active infections stands at 106,134, 

while there are 3,793 hospitalised 

Covid patients, 254 on a ventilator. 

Altogether 18,929 people are in 

official home quarantine, and the 

number of tests carried out has 

risen to 3,052,068. Hungary started 

rolling out the coronavirus vaccine 

in December. So far, 145,257 people 

have been inoculated, and 8,135 have 

also received their second jab.  Most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest (66,917) and Pest County 

(44,693) so far, followed by the 

counties of Hajdú-Bihar (20,344), 

Győr-Moson-Sopron (20,218) and 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén (20,091). The 

county least affected by the infection 

is Tolna (7,747).

SOCIALIST MEP: 
NO HUNGARIAN 
MINISTRY ‘SHOULDERS 
RESPONSIBILITY’ FOR 
INOCULATION PLAN

Hungary has yet to have a body 

responsible for its coronavirus 

vaccination plan, as no ministry has 

taken on the responsibility to handle 

the data, Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi 

said. Ujhelyi told an online press 

conference he had “conducted 

extensive correspondence” with 

various ministries in the past two 

months, trying to determine which 

was responsible for the vaccination 

plan. He said he had talked to the 

Human Resources Ministry, the 

Prime Minister’s Office, the Interior 

Ministry and the Foreign Ministry.  

Herd immunity achieved by mass 

inoculation is key to reopening the 

country, and to provide a much-

needed boost to SMEs, Ujhelyi said. 

Ujhelyi noted that the European 

Union published its inoculation 

programme in October and 

concluded framework agreements 

on vaccine distribution with the 

member states soon after. While 

Spain, Germany and the United 

Kingdom have published detailed, 

comprehensive programmes, the 

Hungarian public inoculation plan “is 

shorter than a lottery ticket,” Ujhelyi 

said. He insisted that the Hungarian 

government was “dispensing what 

little information it has according to 

its political interests”. He called on 

the government to “stop lying” and 

publish a detailed, comprehensive 

and full inoculation plan.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
80% OF REGISTERED 
HEALTH-CARE WORKERS 
INOCULATED

Fully 80% of the health-care workers 

who had registered for the coronavirus 

vaccine have already received their 

first jabs, and 8,000 have been fully 

vaccinated, the chief medical officer 

said. Vaccination has started in many 

social care facilities too, Cecília Müller 

said. The recently procured vaccines 

will go to senior citizens, primarily 

to those above the age of 89, Müller 

said. They will receive the jabs in 

their homes, she added. Meanwhile, 

Hungarian scientists have successfully 

propagated cells of the “UK variant” 

of the coronavirus, a fast-spreading 

mutation first registered in the 

United Kingdom late last year. That 

is an extremely important step in the 

domestic development of a vaccine, 

Müller said. Hungary aims to produce 

a vaccine that is effective against all 

variations, she said.

UKRAINE RED-LISTS 
HUNGARY

Ukraine has re-classified Hungary as 

high-risk regarding the coronavirus 

epidemic, Ukrainian news agency 

UNIAN said. Travellers entering Ukraine 

from “red-zone” countries are required 

to self-quarantine for two weeks, or 
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show negative test results no older 

than two days upon entry. They can 

also leave the quarantine if their PCR 

tests come back negative, the news 

agency said. All entrants must have 

health insurance covering treatment 

for Covid-19, UNIAN said.

AGRICULTURE MINISTER 
URGES GREATER SUPPORT 
FOR LOCAL PRODUCERS AT 
GLOBAL FOOD FORUM

István Nagy, Hungary’s minister 

of agriculture, highlighted the 

importance of supporting local 

producers by shortening supply chains 

at the 13th Global Forum for Food and 

Agriculture this week, the agriculture 

ministry has said in a statement. 

The past year has shone a light on 

the significance of the agricultural 

and food sectors and how vital the 

work of farmers and producers is, 

the ministry cited Nagy as saying in 

a letter addressed to the forum held 

on January 18-22. The minister also 

pointed out that farmers were the 

ones most impacted by the effects of 

climate change, adding that he was 

convinced that the challenges facing 

the sector could only be overcome by 

getting them involved. The forum’s 

participants issued a joint declaration 

emphasising the importance of the 

role of biodiversity, pollinators and 

modern irrigation systems as well as 

the positive effects of afforestation in 

mitigating climate change, the ministry 

said. The document also highlights the 

need for using modern technologies 

to boost the productivity of the food 

industry.

ORBÁN MARKS PASSING 
OF LAST HUNGARIAN 
PUMA WAR PILOT

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

marked the passing of First Lieutenant 

Endre Frankó, the last World War 

2 veteran who had served as a 

fighter jet pilot in the 101. Puma Air 

Defence Unit, a legendary unit of the 

Hungarian Armed Forces. Frankó was 

deployed as a fighter pilot in 1944, 

at the age of 19. He flew in eight 

missions before he was taken prisoner 

by the US forces in 1945. He died on 

December 30. The Armed Forces 

paid tribute to Frankó by flying three 

Gripens over the city in formation 

during his memorial service. Orbán 

marked his passing by posting “Our 

guidance is Courage, our companion 

Luck”, the Puma unit’s motto, on his 

Facebook page, with the words: 

“Farewell to First Lieutenant Endre 

Frankó, the Puma’s hero now flies in 

the heavenly formation. May he rest 

in peace!”

VESZPRÉM, 
BALATONFÜRED PLAN 
JOINT CULTURAL CAPITAL 
PROGRAMMES

The towns of Veszprém and 

Balatonfüred in western Hungary are 

planning to host joint events in 2023, 

when Veszprém will be one of the 

Cultural Capitals of Europe (ECC), the 

government commissioner responsible 

for the event told a press conference. 

The two towns hosted a successful 

film picnic in 2020, and plan to expand 

the event for the ECC and hold a film 

festival alongside it, Tibor Navracsics 

said. Centuries-old good relations 

between the towns, and a strong 

bond between Veszprém and the Lake 

Balaton region, are a good starting 

point for such cooperation, Navracsics 

said. Balatonfüred Mayor István Bóka 

said events are planned for the 

entire year, along with the necessary 

infrastructural development. They also 

hope to keep the new programmes 

up in the years after 2023, he added.


