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The foreign minister said the vaccine will be delivered in three stages, with Hungary receiving doses for 300,000 people in 

the first month, 500,000 in the second month and 200,000 in the third. After talks with Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov in 

Moscow, Szijjártó called the agreement a great achievement “in a situation where vaccine shipments to Hungary are slow 

and the epidemic is claiming 100-150 lives a day...” Lavrov said cooperation in the fight against the epidemic represented 

a new area of bilateral ties. He added that Sputnik V had proven effective in Hungary and the Hungarian experts had 

approved its use accordingly.  Meanwhile, the prime minister announced that the government has ordered the construction 

of a vaccine plant capable of producing a range of vaccines. The plant is to be built in Debrecen, in eastern Hungary. The 

country needs as much vaccine as possible since lives depend on it and “every life counts”, Viktor Orbán told public radio, 

adding that restrictions could not be lifted until mass vaccinations have taken place.

Hungary is purchasing two million doses of Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine, sufficient to 
inoculate one million people, Péter Szijjártó has announced.

ruSSIan JaB EnOuGH TO InOCuLaTE 1 MILLIOn

Coronavirus updates
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An Indian rhino in the new India House of the Nyíregyháza Zoo
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OrBÁn: TOO EarLy TO 
LIFT rESTrICTIOnS

“It’s too early to talk about lifting 

restrictions,” Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said in an interview to public 

radio. “It’s important that everyone 

follows the rules.” Around 400,000 

Hungarians have either contracted 

the coronavirus infection or have 

been inoculated against it, which is 

a low number, Orbán told Kossuth 

Rádió. Life can return to normal only 

after the vaccine is provided to health 

workers, people in social care homes, 

the elderly, those above the age of 60 

and those with underlying conditions, 

as well as people involved in 

protection against the virus, including 

government members, he added. 

Discussion of lifting restrictions can 

only take place after these people are 

inoculated, he said. “It all depends on 

how much vaccine can be acquired,” 

he said. Orbán, he added.

Commenting on European vaccine 

licensing, Orbán said competition 

between manufacturers was limited 

as long as only one or two types were 

licensed. “If there is competition, then 

the manufacturers will get a move on,” 

he added.

Orbán noted the foreign minister is 

in Moscow procuring vaccines, and 

negotiations with China are at an 

advanced stage. Also, negotiations are 

ongoing in respect of the AstraZeneca 

jab, he said. Next week a decision 

will be made about giving higher 

vaccination priority to teachers and 

students. The prime minister noted 

that the government can order the 

special legal order for two weeks. The 

spring session of parliament will then 

begin and the government will turn 

to lawmakers regarding the matter, 

he said.

Meanwhile, he said Hungarian 

crisis management revolved around 

protecting jobs, tax cuts and 

investments rather than austerity, 

adding that left-wing governments 

insisted on rescuing companies and 

banks and taking resources away from 

the people in the form of austerity 

and tax increases to do so. The Fidesz 

government, by contrast has cut taxes, 

is reintroducing the 13-month pension, 

and giving employees below the age 

of 25 a tax holiday, Orbán said.

He noted the government had 

accepted a proposal on wage hikes 

for hospital staff put forward by the 

chamber of doctors, and now the 

salaries of other doctors and GPs, as 

well as dentists, were also being raised. 

COrOnaVIruS - 98 
FaTaLITIES, 1,311 MOrE 
InFECTIOnS

Fully 98 Covid patients, generally 

elderly and suffering from an 

underlying illness, died over the past 

24 hours, while 1,311 new infections 

were officially registered, bringing the 

total number of infected to 356,973, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday. The 

death toll has risen to 11,811, while 

237,362 people have made a recovery. 

The number of active infections stands 

at 107,800, while there are 3,959 

hospitalised Covid patients, 274 on a 

ventilator. Altogether 19,908 people are 

in official home quarantine, and the 

number of tests carried out has risen 

to 3,018,389.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (66,525) and Pest County 

(44,361) so far, followed by the counties 

of Hajdú-Bihar (20,205), Győr-Moson-

Sopron (20,133) and Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén (19,916). The county least 

affected by the infection is Tolna 

(7,661).

SZIJJÁrTÓ: GaS 
COnTraCT WITH ruSSIa 
EXPanDED

Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter 

Szijjártó told MTI that  Hungary and 

Russia have agreed to extend a long-

term gas supply contract set to expire 

in October this year. Szijjártó said he 

had signed a political agreement to 

extend the 26-year supply deal with 

Deputy Prime Minister Alexander 

Novak. The details of the deal 

concerning volume and pricing will 

have to be agreed between Gazprom 

and the Hungarian companies 

involved, he added. Also, Hungary 

will carry on with the construction of a 

15km gas pipeline linking the Hungary-

Serbia border to Hungary’s gas pipeline 

network, he said. From October, the 

pipeline will be capable of delivering 6 

billion cubic metres of gas to Hungary 

from the south, the minister added. 

This, he said, could give Hungary a 

chance to diversify its energy supplies, 
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noting that the new pipeline will be 

linked to the Trans Adriatic Pipeline 

that will bring gas from Azerbaijan to 

Europe. “It’s important for us to have 

stable cooperation with the Russians 

when it comes to gas supply, because, 

although we’ve booked regasification 

capacities at the Krk LNG terminal 

in Croatia, because of how the 

infrastructure is and because of the 

situation in the region, Russia remains 

a key player on the regional energy 

market,” Szijjártó said. “So it’s good 

news that we’ve signed the political 

agreement under which Russia will 

continue supplying gas to Hungary 

beyond October.”

HunGary BuDGET 
DEFICIT SWELLS TO 
arOunD 9 % / GDP In 2020

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget 

deficit, excluding local councils, was 

5,548.6 billion forints (EUR 15.5bn) at 

the end of 2020, the Finance Ministry 

confirmed in a detailed reading of 

data. Based on the EU accounting 

rules, the government expects the 

deficit to be “around 9%” of GDP in 

2020. In December alone, the budget 

produced a shortfall of 2,250.5 billion 

forints. The central budget ran a 

4,953.5 billion forint deficit for the full 

year, while separate state funds had 

a 46.7 billion surplus and the social 

insurance funds were 641.8 billion in 

the red. The ministry said spending on 

medical equipment related to Covid 

came to 614.7 billion forints. Year-end 

expenditures were also lifted by 1,200 

billion on taking over hospital debt and 

economic protection measures among 

other spending. Government payouts 

linked to projects which receive EU 

funding came to 2,025.4 billion forints, 

while transfers from Brussels came to 

1,684.2 billion.

HuMan rESOurCES 
MInISTEr MarKS 
HunGarIan CuLTurE Day  

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler has marked the Day of 

Hungarian Culture in an online 

ceremony. In his address, Kásler 

highligthed Ferenc Kölcsey’s Himnusz 

(Hymn), Hungary’s national anthem, 

which the poet completed on January 

22, 1823. The lines of that poem have 

become “a prayer for all Hungarians 

because they embody the nation’s 

traditions, history, and strong faith”, 

he said. It is those traditions and 

faith that have “lent strength and 

showed the way to the nation ... to 

withstand dictatorships”, the minister 

added.  State Secretary Péter Fekete 

noted that the coronavirus epidemic 

had heavily impacted culture, with 

“theatres, museums, concert halls 

and libraries suddenly emptied of 

their audiences”. He paid tribute to 

those working to “warm up shivering 

souls ... the librarian reading online 

from his armchair, the popular 

artist holding an online course, a 

chamber orchestra making music 

in a square or a symphony orchestra 

playing while wearing masks, or the 

ballet dancer dancing in front of her 

kitchen counter”.  Meanwhile, Socialist 

deputy leader István Hiller called for 

a rescue package for culture with a 

view to the pandemic’s impact on the 

sector. Representatives of culture are 

“in great trouble, because theatres, 

cultural centres and concert halls 

are closed and there are no festivals 

or exhibitions”. Hiller insisted that 

the government’s measures so far, 

including tax cuts and subsidies 

for certain events were insufficient, 

and criticised the government for 

providing more assistance to sports 

than to the cultural sector.

HunGary DOnaTES 
VEnTILaTOrS TO uKraInE

The Hungarian government is 

donating fifty ventilators to Ukraine 

with a view to assisting the country 

in its defence against coronavirus, the 

foreign ministry said. The ministry said 

in a statement that it is partnering with 

the Hungarian Ecumenical Aid charity 

to deliver the ventilators to Uzhhorod 

(Ungvar), in western Ukraine, from 

where they will be sent to 46 health 

institutions across the country. The 

ventilators were shipped to Ukraine 

on Friday, the ministry said.


