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Hungary is the first European Union country where vaccination can be started with these two vaccines, Origo said.

The AstraZeneca vaccine is already in use in Britain but the EU medicine authority is not expected to approve it before the 

end of January. The vaccine developed by Oxford University and AstraZeneca is cheaper and easier to transport than Pfizer 

and BioNTech’s similar products. A total of 200 million doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine were produced in 2020 and once 

the necessary licences are issued, monthly output can total up to 200 million, the website said. The vaccine is based on a safe 

and well-known method of injecting modified chimpanzee adenovirus in the body which is completely safe for humans.

Origo also noted that some 1.5 million people have been vaccinated with the Sputnik V shot in Russia and it has been 

registered in six countries including Serbia. It is based on two human adenoviruses containing the gene that encodes the 

spike protein to stimulate an immune response.

Origo added that the two manufacturers have been in talks on cooperation since Dec. 8.

Hungarian authorities have approved Russia’s Sputnik V and the Oxford/AstraZeneca 
Covid-19 vaccines, news portal Origo reported.
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Eu leaders hold video conference

Coronavirus updates

PM’s office head, govt spox hold 
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Budapest’s Korányi Pulmonary Hospital receives new batch of Pfizer-BioNTech 
Covid vaccine
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HunGary GETS DraFT 
COnTraCT TO PrOCurE 
ruSSIan COVID VaCCInE

Hungary has received a draft 

contract to procure Russia’s Sputnik 

V Covid-19 vaccine, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said. Szijjártó spoke to 

MTI after phone talks with Mikhail 

Murashko, the Russian health 

minister. “Time is of the essence,” 

Szijjártó said, adding that Hungary 

was in need of a swift supply of a 

large quantity of safe and effective 

vaccine against coronavirus.

Experts of Hungary’s National 

Institute of Pharmacy and Nutrition 

(OGYÉI) are currently in Russia 

analysing the manufacturing 

process of the vaccine, he said. On 

Thursday, they are scheduled to 

hold talks with representatives of 

Russia’s health authority, he added. 

Meanwhile, lawyers of the National 

Public Health Centre (NNK) and the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

are also hard at work in connection 

with the draft purchase agreement 

for the Russian Covid vaccine which 

the Russian Direct Investment 

Fund has sent to Hungary, he said. 

If after inspecting the vaccine’s 

manufacturing process and 

reviewing its documentation OGYÉI 

grants approval for emergency 

use of the vaccine in Hungary, the 

government can sign the contract 

and agree on the supply of a 

large quantity of it to the country, 

Szijjártó said.

OrBÁn COnGraTuLaTES 
BIDEn On InauGuraTIOn

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

has congratulated Joe Biden on his 

inauguration as the 46th president 

of the United States, the PM’s press 

chief said on Wednesday. In his 

congratulatory letter, Orbán said the 

last four years had demonstrated the 

potential of the friendly and mutually 

beneficial cooperation between 

Hungary and the US, Bertalan Havasi 

said. The prime minister said this period 

had opened up new perspectives in 

bilateral relations in the areas of security, 

energy policy and the economy. Orbán 

assured Biden of Hungary’s continued 

commitment to strengthening bilateral 

ties on the basis of mutual respect and 

goodwill. Hungary also seeks to build 

on its alliance with the US within NATO, 

its commitment to the fight against 

terrorism and the two countries’ joint 

efforts to secure alternative energy 

sources for central Europe. The prime 

minister wished Biden success and 

good health for his term in office.

CLOSE TO 1.8 M rEGISTEr 
FOr COVID VaCCInE

So far 1,755,000 people in Hungary 

have registered for the coronavirus 

vaccination online and by mail, 

according to a government official. 

Those who have opted in will be kept 

informed of the latest developments, 

Csaba Dömötör, a Prime Minister’s 

Office parliamentary state secretary, 

said in a Facebook video. He noted that 

vaccinations have been taking place 

over the past few weeks with priority 

given to health-care staff and people in 

nursing homes. People above the age of 

89 will be vaccinated in the next round.

TOP COurT: WaSTE 
ManaGEMEnT LaW 
unCOnSTITuTIOnaL

A provision of Hungary’s waste 

management law is unconstitutional 

because it violates property rights, the 

Constitutional Court ruled after President 

János Áder referred the law to the court. 

Lawmakers passed the law on Dec. 15. 

Áder had raised concern about the 

legislation because it stipulated removal 

of property rights over waste products 

but failed to indemnify producers, 

moreover, allowed an opportunity for 

making them pay for additional costs. 

In its ruling, the top court established 

that the legislation would restrict 

property rights and cause material 

damages to the owners. According to 

the court, legislation must ensure that 

the owners are compensated for but at 

the same time aspects of public service, 

environmental protection and public 

health are promoted and EU regulatory 

requirements are also met.

FInanCE MInISTEr 
CaLLS FOr SPEEDInG 
uP Eu BurEauCraCy In 
rECOVEry FunD PayOuTS

Finance Minister Mihály Varga 

urged European Union bureaucrats 
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to expedite payouts from the 750 

billion euro recovery fund in a video 

message posted on Facebook, after 

a meeting of EU finance ministers. 

The finance ministers discussed how 

to get resources from the fund to 

member states that need it as quickly 

as possible, Varga said.  “Hungary’s 

position is that the EU bureaucracy 

must be accelerated,” he said, urging 

the removal of “all obstacles that slow 

the economic recovery and hurt the 

EU’s competitiveness”.

HunGary OPPOSITIOn 
ParTIES WELCOME STarT 
OF BIDEn PrESIDEnCy

Hungary’s opposition parties have 

welcomed the start of Joe Biden’s 

presidency of the United States, 

calling it an “end to populism” and 

highlighting their common values 

with the incoming US administration.

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

greeted Biden in a statement on the 

occasion of his inauguration saying 

that his presidency “marks a victory 

of temperance, gravity, readiness for 

dialogue and compromise, democratic 

institutions and respect for tradition 

over nationalist populism and violent 

government” in the US. 

Socialist Party co-leader Ágnes 

Kunhalmi said in a statement that 

Biden’s taking over at the helm gave 

rise to hopes that “democracy is again 

able to defy authoritarian, populist 

political trends open to the far right”. 

She warned, however, that the 

incoming leaders would have “no easy 

job” because “though [Donald] Trump 

has failed, Trumpism is still there”.

Márton Gyöngyösi, the MEP 

representing conservative opposition 

Jobbik in a statement highlighted 

“common values” as eclipsing the 

ideological differences between 

Biden and his party. “We trust that 

the new president will be able to give 

the United States new momentum by 

surmounting the battles of the past 

several months and years. We believe 

that, beyond the differences in our 

ideological views, there are values 

such as democratic institutions, the 

rule of law and fair politics that bind 

us,” he said.

Meanwhile, green LMP welcomed 

Biden’s pledge to return to the Paris 

climate accord. The party’s co-leaders 

said in a statement that Biden’s pledge 

was a testament that the US was 

prepared to take on an active role in 

the fight to tackle climate change and 

preserve biological diversity. “And this 

tells LMP … that it is on the right path 

when it centres its vision on green 

ideas,” the statement said.

COrOnaVIruS - 95 
FaTaLITIES, 976 MOrE 
InFECTIOnS

Fully 95 Covid patients, generally 

elderly and suffering from an 

underlying illness, died over the past 

24 hours, while 976 new infections 

were officially registered, bringing the 

total number of infected to 354,252, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Wednesday. 

The death toll has risen to 11,615, while 

233,232 people have made a recovery. 

The number of active infections stands 

at 109,405, while there are 4,218 

hospitalised Covid patients, 294 on a 

ventilator. Altogether 20,170 people are 

in official home quarantine, and the 

number of tests carried out has risen 

to 2,984,748.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (66,138) and Pest County 

(44,065) so far, followed by the counties 

of Hajdú-Bihar (20,100), Győr-Moson-

Sopron (20,006) and Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén (19,803). The county least 

affected by the infection is Tolna (7,569).

BIOnTECH’S KarIKÓ TO 
rECEIVE HOnOrary 
CITIZEnSHIP OF SZEGED

Biochemist Katalin Karikó has been 

nominated to receive this year’s 

honorary citizenship from Szeged, 

in northern Hungary, the local 

government’s press chief told MTI on 

Tuesday. Karikó, who currently lives in the 

US, graduated from Szeged University 

and started her research career in 

the city, according to a laudation 

published on szeged.hu. Karikó is a 

senior vice president of BioNTech. She 

has been instrumental in developing the 

company’s Covid-19 vaccine.

rÉTVÁrI aDDrESSES 
CLOSInG CErEMOny OF 
WW1 COMMEMOraTIOnS

Bence Rétvári, state secretary at the 

human resources ministry, addressed 

the closing ceremony of a series 
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of commemorations marking the 

centenary of the first world war, held 

online. “We need to cherish and 

watch over our national sovereignty 

because others won’t make good 

decisions for us,” the state secretary 

said in his address. Talking about the 

developments that led to the outbreak 

of WW1, Rétvári said that Hungary had 

been against declaring war on Serbia, 

but it was not in a position to promote 

its own interests within the Austro-

Hungarian Monarchy. “This then led 

to the Trianon peace diktat, one of our 

greatest national tragedies,” he said.

FIDESZ BuDaPEST GrOuP 
SLaMS CITy LEaDErSHIP 
OVEr ‘LOST rEVEnuE’

Fidesz’s Budapest group on 

Wednesday slammed the city’s 

“inept” leadership over lost revenue in 

connection with the lease of outdoor 

advertising space provided by the 

public transport network. “The left-

wing Budapest municipality governed 

by Mayor Gergely Karácsony illegally 

blocked outdoor advertising company 

JCDecaux from winning the tender 

called by BKV,” the Fidesz group said 

on Facebook.  The leadership’s 

“arrogance and incompetence” had 

led to the loss of billions of forints, the 

statement said.

BKV turned down the French 

company’s offer after Karácsony 

decided to prohibit municipal 

companies from signing contracts for 

advertising space for periods longer 

than a year. Press reports indicate 

JCDecaux Hungary submitted a bid to 

BKV of 142 million forints (EUR 395,000) 

per month for its outdoor advertising, 

amounting to an annual 1.7 billion as 

part of a four-year contract. 

Fidesz said that instead, BKV received 

55 million forints in 2019 and 62 million 

in 2020 under another contract. The 

loss, it added, amounted to almost 1 

billion forints a year.

EMPLOyErS, unIOnS 
CLOSE TO COMPrOMISE 
On MInIMuM WaGE rISE

The VKF, a forum of employers, unions 

and the government, moved close to 

a compromise on a minimum wage 

rise at a meeting on Wednesday after a 

weeks-long deadlock. Representatives 

of employers and unions told MTI after 

the meeting that the Innovation and 

Technology Ministry would prepare a 

draft agreement raising the minimum 

wage by 4% from February 1. If all 

three employers’ associations and all 

three unions associations approve 

the agreement, it could be signed on 

Monday, they added.

Ferenc Rolek, the deputy head of 

business association MGYOSZ, said 

employers had suggested the 4% 

minimum wage rise as a compromise, 

between their original offer of a 3% 

increase and unions’ demand for a 

5% rise. He expressed hope the sides 

would accept the draft agreement, but 

acknowledged that the compromise 

wouldn’t deliver either side satisfaction.

Melinda Mészáros, who chairs 

unions association Liga, said the 

sides would get the ministry’s draft 

agreement on Thursday or Friday to 

discuss. The agreement would raise 

the gross monthly minimum wage to 

167,400 forints (EUR 466) for unskilled 

workers and to 219,000 forints for 

skilled labourers, she added. She said 

the draft agreement contains a clause 

stipulating that any reduction in the 

payroll tax during the year must be 

matched by a one-percentage-point 

increase in the minimum wage.

LGBTQ nGO TO COMPLaIn 
aT TOP COurT aBOuT 
GOVT OFFICE CEnSurE OF 
FaIry TaLE BOOK 

Minority rights NGO Labrisz said 

it will submit a complaint to the 

Constitutional Court about a central 

government agency decision to 

censure the NGO in connection 

with a fairy tale book. The consumer 

protection body condemned the 

NGO for failing to alert customers to 

the nature of the book containing 

fairy tales retold to reflect the lives of 

sexual and ethnic minorities. Labrisz 

said Hungary’s constitution prohibited 

discrimination and the NGO would 

turn to the top court about the 

government office’s decision. Labrisz 

added that it expected the top court to 

establish that it was discriminative and 

unconstitutional to condemn works 

that present marginalised groups.

The central government office of 

Budapest argued on Tuesday that 

the NGO had engaged in “unfair 

market practices” by failing to alert 
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readers to “alternative gender roles” 

in the book that sparked controversy 

when it was published in the autumn. 

Customers bought the book on the 

basis of “misleading information”, the 

government office said. Labrisz said 

the consumer protection body had 

failed to define what the “traditional 

gender roles” were that characters in 

the book deviated from.

PM aDVISOr: HunGary 
COuLD BECOME 
FOrErunnEr In rEGIOn

Hungary’s economy could grow by up 

to 6% this year and expand by even 6 

to 7% in 2022, leaving neighbouring 

countries behind to become a 

forerunner in the region, Márton Nagy, 

senior economic advisor to Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán, told commercial 

broadcaster Inforádió.

Nagy attributed a rebound in the 

country’s economic performance 

despite the negative effects of the 

coronavirus pandemic to two factors. 

One concerns the economic policy 

pursued over the past 10 years, as 

a result of which the economy has 

become “shock resistant”, while 

the other concerns a set of crisis 

management measures aimed 

at protecting and revitalising the 

economic sector, he said. Nagy said the 

government’s formula was simple and 

aimed at boosting investments while 

protecting jobs. Nagy highlighted the 

importance of granting wage subsidies 

and introducing a moratorium on loan 

repayments. 

The main focus this year and in 

2022 will be on state investments in 

the economy, which Nagy said would 

“supplement private investments”.  

He said the rule of thumb in using 

resources was to make sure that every 

single forint spent should generate 

an equivalent of at least 1.5 forints in 

contribution to the country’s GDP. The 

focus of industry policy in the next two 

years will be the construction sector 

and the manufacturing of building 

materials, Nagy said.

For the period 2021-2027, a total 

of 50,000 billion forints (EUR 140bn) 

is available for state economic 

development purposes, which is nearly 

100% of Hungary’s annual GDP, Nagy 

said, noting that 30% of that amount 

would come in EU funds and the rest 

in domestic and other resources.

CaTHOLIC BISHOP: COurT 
DECISIOn TO Turn DOWn 
COMPLaInT COnCErnInG 
JESuS CarICaTurE 
‘SHOCKInG’

András Veres, the head of the 

Hungarian Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference, has slammed a court 

decision rejecting a complaint 

over a caricature of Jesus and 

Hungary’s chief medical officer. 

Veres said that the caricature was 

“blasphemous” as it sought to 

ridicule Christian values as well as 

“the Christian chief medical officer 

determined to do her job during the 

pandemic”. The bishop also said he 

was appalled that the court said in 

its reasoning that the drawing was 

“funny” and was not directed against 

the Catholic community, being “a 

tool for political expression”. The 

Bishops’ Conference regards “any 

writing or drawing that violates 

the dignity of Christians or any 

other religious community, as well 

as denigrating their fundamental 

values or symbols, as outrageous 

and discriminative,” Veres said.


