
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U  ¬  W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

January 18, 2021
MOrnInG ISSuE

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

aM

Lukács said the experts had conducted a Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) inspection of the plant set up last May to 

produce the vaccine by Sinopharm’s subsidiary China National Pharmaceutical Group (CNBG). The Hungarian experts 

reviewed the entire production line and obtained the full documentation on production processes, he said. Lukács praised 

the open attitude demonstrated by CNBG. “Everything we wanted to see, we got to see,” he added. In response to a question, 

Lukács said the vaccine can be stored at a temperature of between 2 and 8 degree Celsius, making safe delivery “easy to 

ensure”. He added that production is carried out in a modern factory under safe conditions.

Gergely Gulyás, who heads the Prime Minister’s Office, said at a press briefing on Thursday that Hungary had “practically 

reached an agreement” on a delivery of the Sinopharm vaccine. He added that the first shipment could be as large as one 

million doses, pending approval by Hungarian medicines authorities.

Experts of the National Institute of Pharmacy and Nutrition (OGYEI) have reviewed 
production of the Sinopharm Covid-19 vaccine in Beijing, department head Ferenc 
Lukács told MTI by phone on Saturday.
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OrBÁn COnGraTuLaTES 
nEW CDu HEaD

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán on 

Saturday congratulated Armin Laschet 

in a letter on his election as the leader 

of Germany’s Christian Democratic 

Union (CDU), the PM’s press chief said. 

“I am convinced that the long-standing 

cooperation between Fidesz and the 

CDU has greatly contributed over the 

past two-and-a-half decades to the 

development of Hungarian-German 

ties and the outstanding economic 

success of our countries,” Bertalan 

Havasi quoted the prime minister as 

saying in the letter. “In this spirit, I am 

looking forward to working together 

in the future and I can assure you that 

you can rely on me and on Fidesz’s 

support to advance our pragmatic 

cooperation based on mutual respect,” 

Orbán said. He expressed hope that 

there would be an opportunity to 

personally discuss in the near future 

the challenges facing the two political 

communities as well as Hungary and 

Germany.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: OECD SHOuLD 
HELP raTHEr THan 
‘LECTurE’ MEMBErS

The incoming secretary general of 

the OECD should ensure that the 

organisation “helps rather than 

lectures” its member states, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said. Szijjártó 

noted that Cecilia Malmström used 

to serve as trade commissioner of 

the European Union, and said that 

they had developed “good personal 

ties”.  The Hungarian government also 

expects the OECD “to acknowledge 

that economic policy decisions are a 

national competency”, he said.

DEuTSCH: EurOPEan LEFT 
WInG nOW aCKnOWLEDGES 
HunGary’S EPIDEMIC 
DEFEnCE

The European left wing, which “raced to 

see who could devise lies faster to shame 

Hungary and the Hungarian government” 

in the spring, now acknowledge positively 

the country’s epidemic defence, MEP 

Tamás Deutsch said on public radio on 

Sunday. Deutsch told Kossuth Radio that 

the Hungarian left wing still “remains in 

the state of mind they were in the spring”.

Deutsch said MEPs of governing 

Fidesz-KDNP had discussed attacks by 

the Hungarian and European left wing 

at a meeting with Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán on Monday. The talks also touched 

on fighting the epidemic, migration 

pressure, the distribution of European 

Union funding and Fidesz’s future in the 

European People’s Party (EPP), he added.

CHIEF MEDICaL OFFICEr: 
nO CHanGES PLannED TO 
VaCCInaTIOn rOLLOuT

There are no changes planned to 

the Covid-19 vaccination rollout in 

Hungary, the chief medical officer said 

on public radio on Sunday. 

Cecília Müller told Kossuth Radio that 

vaccine deliveries in the coming week 

would probably be smaller, for technical 

reasons, as Pfizer readies to ramp up 

production. European Commission 

President Ursula von der Leyen said on 

Friday that hitches can be expected 

in European deliveries of Pfizer and 

BioNtech vaccines in the weeks ahead 

but the companies offered assurances 

they will make all contracted deliveries 

by the end of the first quarter. Pfizer 

said temporary interruptions could be 

expected as a result of the expansion 

of a plant in Puurs, Belgium, but would 

result in a significant increase in 

production capacity.

COrOnaVIruS - 77 
FaTaLITIES, 1,241 MOrE 
InFECTIOnS

Fully 77 Covid patients, generally 

elderly and suffering from an 

underlying illness, died over the past 

24 hours, while 1,241 new infections 

were officially registered, bringing the 

total number of infected to 349,149, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Sunday. 

The death toll has risen to 11,341, while 

228,615 people have made a recovery. 

The number of active infections 

stands at 111,872, while there are 4,345 

hospitalised Covid patients, 329 on a 

ventilator.

Eu VaCCInE DELIVErIES 
nOT EnOuGH FOr HaLF a 
MILLIOn PEOPLE By EnD-
MarCH

Deliveries of Covid-19 vaccine Hungary 

is getting from a joint European Union 
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order will be enough to vaccinate 

fewer than 500,000 people by the end 

of March, public television learnt from 

government sources. In a broadcast on 

Saturday, news channel M1 reported that 

the cabinet considers the procurement 

of coronavirus vaccine from the joint EU 

order to be “flawed” and “impossibly 

slow”. The government calculates that 

if Hungary relies only on vaccine from 

the EU order, restrictions will not be lifted 

before the end of September, M1 said. 

For this reason, the cabinet has decided 

that Hungary will not wait for Brussels, it 

added. The prime minister has instructed 

the Finance Ministry to earmark “tens of 

billions of forints” to procure Covid-19 

vaccines outside of the joint EU order, 

and the foreign minister has been 

mandated to conduct talks on acquiring 

those vaccines, M1 said.

In addition to China, Hungary is also 

in talks with Russia on the matter.

M1 learnt that Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó will soon travel to Moscow.

The Russian and Chinese vaccines 

are considered to be effective and 

safe in government circles, as both 

have been used to inoculate several 

million people.

The Chinese and Russian vaccines 

are being used in the UAE and in 

Bahrein, and Hungary has learnt from 

authorities in both countries of positive 

experiences using the Sinopharm 

and the Sputnik V vaccines. People in 

government circles believe Hungary 

could get enough Covid-19 vaccine 

outside of the joint EU order by March 

to inoculate as many as two million 

people, M1 said.

KÁSLEr: VaCCInE nOT 
a MaTTEr OF ParTy 
POLITICS

The vaccine against the 

coronavirus is not a matter of 

par ty politics, Human Resources 

Minister Miklós Kásler said on 

Sunday.

Immunit y result ing f rom mass 

inoculat ion is  the only  way to 

s top the pandemic,  Kásler  said 

on Facebook .  “ I r responsibly 

incit ing a host i le  atmosphere 

around var ious vaccines wil l 

undermine a process that 

could result  in  the l i f t ing of 

lockdowns and restr ic t ions ,”  he 

said. “Statements made by some 

public  f igures and poli t ic ians 

are not  only  shock ing but also 

dangerous,”  he added.

Kásler said that in his capacity as 

a medical doctor and a minister, 

he condemned “fear-mongering 

for business or political interests, 

relativising facts, and conjecture 

that causes uncertainty”.  He said 

that over a hundred thousand 

Hungarians had been inoculated, 

but the European Union’s joint 

procurement of vaccines from 

Pfizer and Moderna had proven 

to be too slow. As a result,  the 

government has star ted talks on 

acquiring other vaccines, but they 

will  only become available once 

the authorities issue approval, 

ensuring their ef fectiveness and 

safety, he added.

MEnCZEr: EurOPE ‘LInInG 
uP’ FOr CHInESE VaCCInE

Europe is “lining up” in China for vaccine, 

state secretary Tamás Menczer said on 

his Facebook page on Sunday. Menczer 

said in a video message that within a few 

hours after news was made public on 

Thursday that the Hungarian government 

is in advanced talks on acquiring a 

Chinese Covid-19 vaccine, 14 European 

countries had made their own enquiries at 

the manufacturer of the Chinese vaccine. 

“By now, all of Europe is probably lining 

up in China, again,” he said. Menczer 

asked the left wing and the press not 

to “hamper” the work of expediting the 

procurement of Covid-19 vaccines “with 

fake news and misinformation” in a post 

on his Facebook page on Saturday.

VaCCInaTIOn COnTInuES 
aT nurSInG HOMES

The vaccination against Covid-19 of 

residents and staff at nursing homes is 

continuing at the weekend, in line with 

the inoculation plan, the Coronavirus Press 

Centre told MTI on Saturday. The Covid-19 

vaccine developed by Moderna will be 

administered to about 3,400 people at more 

than 30 nursing homes, the centre said.

GOVT InFO CEnTrE: Eu 
VaCCInE DELIVErIES ‘nOT 
FaST EnOuGH’

“Brussels is not delivering vaccine fast 

enough nor is it delivering enough 

vaccine to Hungary,” the Government 
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Information Centre said in a statement 

sent to MTI on Sunday, responding to 

press conferences by left-wing parties.

“If we only count on the Brussels 

procurement, then the restrictions and 

the curfew cannot be lifted,” the centre 

said. “That’s why the government is 

working to get various vaccines from 

many sources, making them available to 

Hungarians as soon as possible,” it added.

DK LaunCHES PETITIOn 
aGaInST CHInESE 
VaCCInE

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) is launching a petition against 

allowing inoculation in Hungary 

with a Chinese Covid-19 vaccine 

that has not been approved by 

the European Medicines Agency 

(EMA), the spokesman for the party’s 

parliamentary group said at an online 

press conference on Saturday.

The government, Zoltán Varga 

said, has “apparently decided” on 

mass inoculation in Hungary using 

a Chinese vaccine that has not been 

scrutinised by the EMA and that 

has uncertain effectiveness. “This is 

obviously dangerous and irresponsible,” 

he said, adding that the step not 

only puts human lives in danger but 

could undermine the “already shaky” 

confidence in coronavirus vaccines. 

Varga said DK is launching an online 

petition on Saturday with the statement: 

“I protest against the inoculation in 

Hungary with a Chinese vaccine that 

has not been reviewed by the European 

Medicines Agency”.

SOCIaLIST MEP 
rEQuESTS GOVT VaCCInE 
COnTraCTS

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi will file 

a request for public information to 

obtain contracts the government has 

signed on acquiring Covid-19 vaccines.

In an online press conference 

on Saturday, Ujhelyi said the 

government is “lying” about the 

circumstances of a joint European 

Union procurement of vaccines 

and about the EU’s responsibility 

in the matter. “If they can’t resolve 

an issue, they quickly look for an 

enemy. In this case, they have again 

found that enemy in the European 

Union,” he said. Ujhelyi stressed that 

vaccine makers had signed contracts 

directly with the governments 

of member states, not with the 

European Commission, so the Fidesz 

government “knows exactly” the 

delivery timeframe and volume for 

the joint EU vaccine order.

LMP: PM SHOuLD ‘LET 
MEDICInES auTHOrITy 
DO THEIr WOrK’

Opposition LMP is calling on Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán to “let the 

medicines authority do their work”, 

the party’s co-leader said at an online 

press conference on Sunday. Máté 

Kanász-Nagy said the prime minister 

had made several statements recently 

that “put serious pressure” on national 

medicines authorities to approve 

Covid-19 vaccines developed in Russia 

and China.

“LMP does not believe that kind of 

goading is appropriate; no form of 

political influence can be tolerated 

with regard to the approval of 

vaccines,” he said. He reaffirmed that 

LMP backs inoculation against the 

coronavirus, but with the “appropriate 

vaccines and public confidence”.

PÁrBESZÉD: CHInESE 
VaCCInE IS ‘GaMBLE’ 
WITHOuT ‘THOrOuGH 
aPPrOVaL’

Opposition Párbeszéd believes using 

a Chinese Covid-19 vaccine for mass 

inoculation in Hungary is “a gamble” 

without subjecting it to a “thorough 

approval process”, the party’s European 

Union expert, Benedek Jávor, said at 

an online press conference on Sunday.

Jávor acknowledged that Hungary 

has the opportunity to issue 

emergency approval for the Chinese 

vaccine, but said that shouldn’t 

happen until all uncertainty is cleared 

up. He said the Chinese vaccine uses 

“extremely old technology” and 

contains killed pathogens that come 

with “serious health risk”.

MInISTry ISSuES ‘CODE 
rED’ aLErT TO PrOTECT 
HOMELESS In EXTrEME 
COLD

Minister of Human Resources Miklós 

Kásler has issued a “code red” alert 

to protect homeless people from 
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extremely cold weather forecast for 

the coming days, a ministry official 

said on Saturday.

State secretary for social affairs 

Attila Fülöp told a press conference 

in a temporary shelter operated by 

the Hungarian Charity Service of the 

Order of Malta that the “code red” 

alert requires any residential care 

institution to accommodate homeless 

people if the network of homeless 

shelters fills up.

The alert will be in force from 

Sunday noon until Tuesday at 10am 

as evening temperatures are forecast 

to drop under 10 degrees Celsius, he 

added.

BuDaPEST PuBLIC 
SErVICE FIrMS urGED TO 
LOOK OuT FOr HOMELESS 
aS TEMPEraTurES DrOP

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

has instructed public service 

companies whose employees 

work outdoors during the night 

curfew to be on the lookout for 

homeless people at risk of the 

dangerously cold temperatures 

expected in the capital over the 

coming days. Organisations looking 

after Budapest’s homeless will be 

expanding their capacities in the 

next few days, Karácsony said, 

adding that he has ordered all public 

service companies and institutions 

whose employees are on the streets 

at night to immediately report any 

rough sleepers they find to the 

relevant services.

DK: DISTrICT MayOrS 
InFOrM rESIDEnTS OF 
‘GOVT auSTErITy’

District mayors of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) are 

informing residents of “austerity 

measures with which the Orban 

government is burdening local 

councils”, Budapest deputy mayor 

Erzsébet Gy Németh said at a 

press conference on Sunday. “The 

frustration caused Fidesz by the 

loss in municipal elections the year 

before last and their inability to 

govern, which has lasted for months, 

has driven the government to fight 

not against the coronavirus or the 

economic crisis, but to wage war 

against local councils,” Németh said.

LMP InITIaTES PETITIOn 
FOr ‘FaIrEr’ PEnSIOn rISE

Opposition LMP is starting a petition 

for a “fairer pension increase that 

exceeds the rate of inflation”, 

the party’s co-chair Erzsébet 

Schmuck said at on online press 

conference on Saturday. She said 

the government’s policy of pegging 

pension increases to the inflation rate 

is “trickery”, alleging they intentionally 

underestimate price increases and 

make a correction only at the end of 

the year. Schmuck said that 600,000 

Hungarian pensioners get less than 

100,000 forints (EUR 278) a month, and 

the minimum monthly pension is still 

28,500 forints. 

TEaCHErS unIOn PDSZ 
PrOTESTS MODEL CHanGE 
In TErTIary EDuCaTIOn

The national board of the PDSZ 

teachers’ trade union issued a 

statement on Sunday protesting the 

model change in Hungarian tertiary 

education.

Reorganising universities to operate 

as foundations causes significant 

labour-law disadvantages to workers 

and the loss of allowances, PDSZ said. 

Additionally, state support stops being 

considered public monies, which 

is a loss to everyone, the statement 

added. The transformation to private 

ownership could result in public 

monies ending up in private pockets 

and universities’ already damaged 

autonomy could suffer more, PDSZ 

said.

JEWISH COnGrEGaTIOnS 
MarK annIVErSary OF 
GHETTO LIBEraTIOn

The Budapest Jewish Congregation 

(BSZH) and the Unified Hungarian 

Jewish Congregation (EMIH) are 

marking the 76th anniversary of the 

liberation of the Budapest ghetto in 

unconventional ways this year because 

of the epidemic.

BSZH said on the website of the 

Federation of Hungarian Jewish 

Communities (MAZSIHISZ) that 

commemorations will take place in 

the Dohány Street synagogue, while 

complying with measures to contain 
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the spread of the coronavirus. Speeches 

will be delivered by BSZH chairman 

Tamás Mester, the synagogue’s chief 

rabbi Róbert Frölich and Israel’s 

ambassador to Hungary Yacov Hadas-

Handelsman. The commemorations 

will conclude with the laying of wreaths 

at a memorial plaque in Wesselényi 

Street. State secretary Balázs Orbán 

will participate with a video message 

and Russian ambassador to Hungary 

Vladimir Sergeev will lay a wreath. The 

video of the event can be seen on the 

websites of BSZH and MAZSIHISZ as well 

as on their YouTube channels.

EMIH told MTI it is organising a 

more than three-day series of online 

programmes, starting Sunday evening, 

that will include conversations with 

Holocaust survivors. Hadas-Handelsman 

and Budapest mayor Gergely Karácsony 

have sent video messages for the 

programme, and Cardinal Péter Erdő, 

Lutheran bishop Tamás Fabiny and 

EMIH chief rabbi Slomó Köves will also 

speak. More than 70,000 people were 

confined to the ghetto, in an area in the 

old Jewish quarter, when it was closed 

off on December 10, 1944. The ghetto 

was liberated on January 18, 1945.

SOCIaLISTS: 
GOVT ‘SuPPOrTS 
MuLTInaTIOnaLS InSTEaD 
OF PrOTECTInG JOBS’

The opposition Socialists believe the 

government is “throwing free money” 

at multinational companies instead of 

defending workplaces under threat because 

of the coronavirus crisis, the party’s deputy 

head said at an online press conference on 

Sunday. Imre Komjáthi said capital-strong 

multinational companies could “dance 

for joy” last year as the government sent 

1,700 billion forints (EUR 4.7bn) of support 

their way. He calculated those subsidies 

are equivalent to 130 million forints per 

workplace at recipients of the subsidies, or 

27 years of average earnings.

LInDE GÁZ InVESTS 
HuF 14 Bn In BOOSTInG 
CaPaCITy

Linde Gáz Magyarország is 

boosting its domestic capacity 

and investing 14 billion forints 

(EUR 39m) in its air separation 

plant in Kazincbarcika, in north-

eastern Hungary, Péter Szijjártó, the 

minister of foreign affairs and trade, 

said. The government is providing 

a 1.9 billion forint grant for the 

project which will help preserve 

430 jobs, the minister said. Linde 

Gáz is one of the leading suppliers 

of industrial, medical and specialty 

gases in Hungary. It provides 

more than 80% of medical oxygen 

needed for coronavirus patients on 

ventilators, Szijjártó said, adding 

that the project would contribute 

to national ef forts to fight the 

pandemic.


