
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U   W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

January 15, 2021
aFTErnOOn ISSuE

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

PM

Orbán said Hungary is in a position to obtain a Chinese vaccine in large quantities but first the Hungarian health authorities 

must approve it. He added that hopefully the authority would provide a clear response within the next few days. “We’re 

unable to move faster with inoculating people not because Hungarian health care is incapable of carrying out mass 

vaccinations rapidly but because we have a shortage of vaccine supplies,” the prime minister said in an interview with 

public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió. He noted that so far 105,728 people have been vaccinated in Hungary, whereas post-

Brexit Britain has already vaccinated some 4% of its population. “The vaccination rate in the EU is below 1% due to the fact 

that there are not enough vaccines here,” Orbán said. 

Meanwhile, Orbán announced that Hungarians below the age of 25 will not have to pay personal income tax from January 

1, 2022. The measure will cost the budget 130-150 billion forints (EUR 363-420m). The full tax break would apply to up to 

the threshold of an average salary.

Vaccinations in Hungary may accelerate if the authorities approve the Sinopharm vaccine, 
a decision which could be made within days, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said.

OrBÁn: CHIna JaB KEy

Coronavirus updates
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Snow near Nyíradony, in eastern Hungary
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OrBÁn: 2nD WaVE 
CurBED In HunGary

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told 

public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió 

that it appeared the second wave 

of the epidemic had been reined in 

and recoveries outnumbered new 

infections. At the same time, he 

referred to a “third wave” in other 

parts of Europe as “bad news”. Orbán 

said confidence among Hungarians 

concerning vaccinations was steadily 

growing. Soon, more than 1.7 million 

people over the age of 60 with chronic 

illness will receive the vaccine, he 

said, adding that vaccines would be 

in plentiful supply once approval 

were given for the Chinese vaccine. 

He said vaccination of around 1.5 

million people was possible in a single 

weekend. 

Referring to a request by Stella 

Kyriakides, EU commissioner for health 

and food safety, that member states 

should not negotiate separately with 

vaccine manufacturers, Orbán said 

that more than a hundred Hungarians 

were dying every day. “A Greek 

commissioner shouldn’t tell me what 

to do,” he said.

He said it would be possible to get 

“our old lives back” long before the 

summer if the Chinese vaccine were 

approved.

Meanwhile, commenting on the 

increase in industrial output, Orbán 

said people were keen to work and 

make a living from working. Amid 

the economic crisis, the government, 

he added, was combining tax cuts 

with job retention measures and 

investments. “More people had a 

job in December than a year earlier,” 

he said, adding that the moratorium 

on loan repayments had left 3,000 

billion forints with households and 

companies. As well as the phased 

reintroduction of the 13-month 

pension, the government also 

launched “the biggest ever housing 

renovation and home-building 

scheme”, he said.

The prime minister said that the 

country had pulled away from the 

brink of a crisis in 2010 and that it 

was possible to repeat the same 

feat. “We know what Hungarians like 

and don’t like”, he said, adding that 

the government’s understanding 

of its citizens was key to successful 

crisis management. Orbán said that 

success this year would be based on 

understanding that people want to 

work, and this would require a tax cut.

COrOnaVIruS - 111 
FaTaLITIES, 1,513 MOrE 
InFECTIOnS

Fully 111 Covid patients, generally 

elderly and suffering from an 

underlying illness, died over the past 

24 hours, while 1,513 new infections 

were officially registered, bringing the 

total number of infected to 349,149, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday. 

The death toll has risen to 11,177, while 

225,021 people have made a recovery. 

The number of active infections 

stands at 112,951, while there are 4,600 

hospitalised Covid patients, 337 on a 

ventilator. Altogether 25,678 people 

are in official home quarantine, and 

the number of tests carried out has 

risen to 2,918,096.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (65,375) and Pest County 

(43,434) so far, followed by the counties 

of Hajdú-Bihar (19,870), Győr-Moson-

Sopron (19,806) and Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén (19,515). The county least 

affected by the infection is Tolna 

(7,383).

SZÁZaDVÉG: MOST 
HunGarIanS SEE VaCCInE 
‘PanaCEa’ 

A majority of Hungarians regard a 

vaccine as the only way to control 

the coronavirus pandemic, and more 

and more people are expressing 

a willingness to get inoculated, 

according to a survey by the Századvég 

Foundation released on Friday. The 

number of people stating a definite 

readiness to get vaccinated has 

gone up this month to 34% from 

24% in December 2020, the survey 

showed. The number of those who 

are somewhat inclined to get the shot 

also increased, to 28% from 25% in the 

previous month. The ratio of sceptics 

is 35%, down from 52% in November 

and 48% in December. Századvég 

attributed the increased willingness 

to reports of a steady growth of 

vaccinations in countries around the 

world. “Hungarians have recognised 

that the vaccines carry no risk and do 

not have major side effects.”
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STaTE auDITOr FInDS 
FauLT WITH LIBEraL 
ParTy’S FInanCIaL 
STaTEMEnTS

The Hungarian Liberal Party’s financial 

statements for 2017 and 2018 fail to 

give a reliable and true picture of its 

finances, the State Audit Office said 

in a statement. The auditor has made 

eight remedy proposals to ensure 

transparency and accountability in 

connection with 95 million forints (EUR 

264,000) of central budget funding. The 

statement said the party had misled the 

public and its own members. The state 

auditor assesses the management of 

parties that receiving regular budget 

support every two years to ensure 

transparency and accountability. 

The auditor said it found lapses in its 

accounting of income and expenses, 

among other issues. The state auditor 

has called on the party’s leader to draft 

an action plan within 30 days, taking 

into account the auditor’s proposals.

In a statement in response, the 

Liberals accused László Domokos, 

the audit office’s head, of doing the 

bidding of “his former party, Fidesz”, 

adding that the auditor’s accusations 

were “totally unfounded”. The party 

insisted that its financial statements 

were transparent and its operations 

complied with Hungarian laws. The 

statement added that investigations 

by the national tax and customs office 

following state audit office reports had 

always confirmed that its operations 

were unimpeachable.

nOV C/a SurPLuS CLOSE 
TO Eur 272 M

Hungary’s current account showed a 

surplus of just under 272 million euros 

in November, preliminary monthly 

data released by the National Bank 

of Hungary (NBH) show. Hungary 

had a 544 million euro trade surplus 

during the month, with a 330 million 

surplus in trade of goods and a 214 

million surplus in trade of services. The 

primary income balance was negative 

140 million euros, impacted by FDI, 

while the secondary income balance 

was negative 131 million. Capital 

transfers from the European Union 

came to 290 million euros.

GuEST nIGHTS FaLL 85% 
In nOV

The number of guest nights 

spent in Hungarian commercial 

accommodation fell by an annual 

85% to 313,000 in November as the 

pandemic continued to impact the 

tourism industry, data released by the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) show. 

The number of guest nights spent 

by domestic tourists fell by 76.3% to 

238,000, while the number spent by 

foreign visitors plunged by 93.1% to 

75,000.

GrEEn LIGHT FOr nEW 
KELETI raILWay STaTIOn 
PaSSEnGEr CEnTrE 

The construction of a sub-platform 

travel centre at Budapest’s Keleti Railway 

Station will get under way following 

a government decree on allocating 

funding to the project, state railway 

company MÁV said. The 1.6 billion 

forint (EUR 4.4m) investment is to be 

co-financed by the European Union 

and state, and the public procurement 

procedure is expected to be concluded 

by the end of the year. The project 

includes amenities for purchasing 

tickets, an information desk and 

disability access. The 1.542sqm travel 

centre will be equipped with 9 ticket 

desks and 2 customer service desks, one 

for the handicapped. It will also have a 

waiting area, a children’s corner and a 

facility for security guards. With a view 

to reducing passenger waiting times, 18 

ticket machines will be installed in the 

centre and on platforms. The project 

includes the installation of an escalator 

and lifts to ensure unhindered access 

to the platforms and the metro lines, 

as well as a luggage storage near the 

passenger centre, MÁV said.


