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Gergely Gulyás told a regular government press briefing that vaccination is being provided on a voluntary basis, but he 

urged that as many people as possible register. He said over 500,000 people a day could be inoculated if there was a 

sufficient supply of the vaccine. “This means that we could complete vaccination in two weeks if we had enough doses.” 

All government members, including the prime minister, will get inoculated “in due course”, he said, adding that health-care 

staff, the elderly in care homes, and people older than 60 and with chronic illnesses were first in line. 

Gulyás said there was a “good chance” Hungary would obtain the vaccine from China, in addition to other sources. He said 

that supplies via the European Union were slow, with weekly amounts received below 100,000 doses. At this rate it would 

take around 30 weeks to vaccinate 3 million people. He said exact figures are not yet available, but the number of people 

who have registered for coronavirus vaccination in Hungary has so far approached 1.5 million.

The government is launching a campaign to encourage residents to receive the 
coronavirus jab, the prime minister’s chief of staff announced.

GOVT LAUNCHES VACCINATION CAMPAIGN
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HUNGARY PREPARING TO 
RECEIVE CHINESE VACCINE

The first shipment of up to 1 million 

doses of the Sinopharm vaccine “only 

depends on the speed of Hungary’s 

licensing”, Gergely Gulyás, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff, told a 

government press briefing. So far, 

129,860 vaccine doses have arrived 

from the EU, and 91,600 people 

have received their shots, while the 

government has reserved 19.7 million 

doses via EU channels, Gulyás said. He 

added that Britain, Israel and China had 

been “more successful” in producing 

or obtaining the vaccine than the EU. 

Gulyás said that the pandemic was 

being reined in, but warned that it 

could pick up again if restrictions 

were not observed. Restrictions could 

only be eased if the number of active 

infections is “significantly” lower or 

vaccination of the population is high 

enough to guarantee that the most 

vulnerable can no longer be infected, 

he said, adding that around 90,000 

more people died in 2020 than a year 

earlier, and the deaths were Covid-

related.

In response to a question concerning 

whether Hungary had ordered any of 

the Chinese Sinovac vaccine which 

proved to be only 50% effective in 

Brazil, he said no orders had been 

placed but negotiations were ongoing 

with a broad range of suppliers. He said 

that among the Chinese vaccines, most 

likely Sinopharm would be purchased, 

which is reported to be around 80% 

effective -- and even possibly above 

90%, according to some sources.

In response to a question concerning 

what people should expect when 

planning their spring and summer 

holidays, he said, realistically, holidays 

should not be planned before the 

summer period, but if Hungary 

manages to acquire vaccines from 

sources outside the EU, and current 

regulations continue to be respected, 

then a relaxation of restrictions may 

be possible earlier than the summer.

He said the government is in talks with 

representatives of various economic 

sectors on ways to reduce the damage 

caused by the epidemic. The tourism 

agency is currently in talks with gym 

owners, and it is open to consultations 

with festival organisers, he said, adding 

however that it was currently difficult 

to make responsible projections 

concerning summer festivals.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said vaccination 

certificates would most probably 

guarantee a number of sensible benefits 

throughout Europe, such as exemption 

from quarantine in connection with air 

travel. The Hungarian government will 

wait and see whether uniform European 

regulations are introduced and will create 

national rules based on those, he said.

In response to a question about 

when private companies would be 

allowed to purchase vaccines -- and 

asked to comment on a report that a 

company had promised vaccination 

for a 5,000 forint registration fee -- 

he said that for the time being states 

were getting exclusive access to the 

vaccine. If any private company offers a 

coronavirus vaccine, it is most probably 

a “fake”, he said, and advised people 

aware of such advertisements to report 

them to the police.

GOVT READY TO PURCHASE 
VACCINES FROM BEYOND 
EU

The government considers the 

European Union’s procurement 

and supply of vaccines coordinated 

from Brussels to be too slow and 

inadequate in volume, so it is ready to 

turn elsewhere to purchase vaccines, 

the government information centre 

has said. The government is ready 

to provide the financial resources 

for the acquisition of additional 

vaccines, and has commissioned 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó to 

oversee the procedure, the centre 

said in a statement. In line with a 

government decree, the government’s 

aim is to procure as much safe 

vaccine as possible under the current 

extraordinary circumstances of supply 

and demand, the statement added.

Hungary has made orders for 19.7 

million doses of western vaccines from 

various producers, including Pfizer-

BioNTech, Moderna, AstraZeneca, 

Janssen and CureVac, but so far only 

Pfizer-BioNTech’s and Moderna’s 

vaccines have been given approval 

by the European Medicines Agency. 

Between December 26 and January 

12, four shipments of Pfizer-BioNTech 

and Moderna vaccines were received 

by Hungary, including enough vaccine 

to inoculate 129,860 people. The 
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majority has already been taken up at 

hospital vaccination points, and elderly 

care homes are now the focus of jab 

programmes, the centre said.

GULYÁS: EPP IN 
‘LEADERSHIP CRISIS’

The European People’s Party 

is suffering a leadership crisis, 

recording its worst performance of 

the past twenty years in the latest 

European parliamentary elections, 

the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office said on Thursday in response 

to a question about whether ruling 

Fidesz representatives planned 

to quit the party family. Gergely 

Gulyás told a regular government 

press briefing that Fidesz was the 

strongest and best-organised 

member of the EPP, representing the 

values of the EPP’s founding fathers. 

He said Fidesz was willing to help the 

EPP if there were demand for it. “It 

also has other political opportunities 

and political alternatives,” he added. 

In response to a question concerning 

Germany’s CDU electing a new 

leader, he said the election was 

important not only for Germany but 

for the whole of Europe, considering 

that the CDU’s leader would be in 

pole position among the candidates 

for chancellor. He expressed hope 

that the CDU would get a leader who 

sought pragmatic cooperation with 

central Europe, despite potential 

differences of opinion.

Meanwhile, asked about Hungarian 

government preparations for a new 

period of relations with the United 

States after the inauguration of 

Joe Biden, Gulyás called the US 

“Hungary’s ally”, adding that the 

government planned to continue 

cooperating with the new US 

administration accordingly. “We, for 

our part, are ready for that,” he said.

Commenting on the opposition’s 

demand for Hungary to introduce the 

single EU currency in an effort to boost 

the country’s competitiveness, Gulyás 

noted that Hungary committed to this 

obligation when it joined the bloc in 

2004.  “Our experience gained over the 

past decades is that membership of 

the euro zone has gone hand-in-hand 

with rising prices and an incredible 

deterioration in the competitiveness 

of southern member states. We are not 

in any hurry; Hungary has a free hand 

in pursuing its financial policy and is 

enjoying the benefits of this freedom.”

Asked about suggestions 

concerning possible “interventions 

from abroad” in Hungary’s 2022 

general elections and “whether there 

are concrete signs” of such attempts, 

Gulyás said it would depend on how 

the concept of “intervention” were 

interpreted. “If we interpret it as 

attempts by various media outlets, 

NGO-s and social organisations ... 

financed from abroad to discredit the 

Hungarian government ... then we 

can say Hungary has been subject to 

such attempts for more than a decade,” 

Gulyás said. “Hungarian voters are, 

however, wise enough to recognise 

where the wind is blowing from,” 

he added. Gulyás said he expected 

such attempts “to be fiercer than ever 

before”. “The Hungarian opposition is 

weak, and would not be capable of 

governing the country; this is why the 

opposition asks for -- and expects to 

receive -- help from abroad. But the 

majority of voters cannot be fooled, 

and I hope this remains the case in 

future,” Gulyás said.

Regarding the 80% increase 

of domestic co-financing of EU 

agricultural subsidies over the next 

seven-year community budget 

period, Gulyás noted this would cost 

Hungary’s central budget about 400-

600 billion forints (EUR 1.14-1.67bn) per 

year. The government’s position is that 

the competitiveness of the country’s 

agricultural sector must be ensured 

over that period, which requires 

the allocation of national resources 

allowed by EU rules.

Meanwhile, Gulyás branded as 

“fake news” press reports of a bid 

by László Palkovics, the innovation 

and technology minister, to offer his 

resignation.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: RESTRICTIONS 
TO STAY DUE TO EU’S 
‘APPALLINGLY SLOW’ 
VACCINE PURCHASES 

Hungary’s coronavirus-related 

restrictions cannot be lifted due 

to the European Commission’s 

“appallingly slow vaccine purchase 

procedures”, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó told a press conference. “In 

the wake of Brussels’s pledges at the 

end of last year and at the beginning 
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of 2021 it was expected that the 

EU would start vaccination with 

enormous speed, and restrictions in 

member countries could be eased,” 

Szijjártó said, but added that “it 

has not happened out of the EC’s 

fault”. The minister also insisted that 

vaccines developed using EU funds 

“are the slowest to reach just the EU”, 

adding that residents in Britain, the 

US and Israel were being inoculated 

“at lightning speed”. “This has created 

a scandalous situation, especially in 

light of the EC launching continuous 

attacks on countries, including us, 

trying to obtain vaccines from other 

sources,” Szijjártó said.

HENS SLAUGHTERED AT 
C HUNGARY FARM AFTER 
BIRD FLU IDENTIFIED

Hungarian food safety authority Nébih 

on Thursday said had slaughtered 

101,000 laying hens at a farm in 

Kerékegyháza, in central Hungary, 

after bird flu was identified there. 

The authorities have also set up a 

3km protection zone around the site 

as well as a 10km surveillance zone. 

Nébih said migrating birds continued 

to pose a heightened threat to 

poultry. It has asked farmers to keep 

their farms covered up and observe 

epidemiological regulations. The chief 

veterinary officer has informed partner 

countries about the new cases. Last 

Wednesday, the authority reported 

that bird flu had been reported from 

turkey farms in Komárom-Esztergom 

County, in northern Hungary.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY  
TO ASSIST IN REBUILDING 
IN AZERBAIJAN

Hungary will assist in rebuilding in 

Azerbaijan in the aftermath of the 

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said on 

Facebook, adding that it was a realistic 

target for Hungary to buy Azeri gas 

starting from the mid-2020s. He said 

he had held a video conference with 

Sahil Babayev, minister of labour who 

is the co-head of the Hungarian-Azeri 

economic mixed committee.

Besides the coronavirus pandemic, 

the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict was 

clearly another important event in the 

international press in recent weeks, he 

said. “Hungary has always stood up 

for Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity, and 

we support the resolution of conflicts 

through talks,” he said. He added that 

his talks with Babayev focused on ways 

for Hungarian companies to participate 

in the rebuilding of former war-torn areas. 

Exim Bank has opened a 100 million dollar 

credit line for Hungarian companies that 

wish to participate, he noted, adding that 

the Hungarian government has offered 

a 25,000 euro contribution for clearing 

landmines in the country.

Hungarian companies have increased 

their presence in the Azeri market to 

a large degree in the recent period, 

with oil and gas company MOL having 

carried out a record investment, Wizz Air 

ready to relaunch flights, Hell holding 

25% of the Azeri market, while beef 

exports have been relaunched, he said.

Szijjártó said gas supplies were 

critically important for central Europe. 

“It is important for us that we are able 

to buy gas from as many sources as 

possible,” he added. A direct gas 

transport link has been established 

between Azerbaijan and Europe, and 

Hungary’s MVM has started preparing 

contractual ties with the Azeri gas 

company. It is realistic to expect that 

Hungary will buy gas from Azerbaijan 

from the middle of the current decade, 

he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
EXPORTS TO UZBEKISTAN 
UP 36% IN 2020

Hungary’s exports to Uzbekistan 

rose by 36% in 2020, well exceeding 

100 million dollars, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said on Facebook after 

phone talks with Sardor Umurzakov, 

the Uzbek minister of investment and 

foreign trade. Szijjártó attributed the 

rise in exports to Uzbekistan’s move 

to streamline the registration of 

Hungarian drugs on the local market. 

The two countries are also in talks on 

Hungarian businesses investing in 

Uzbekistan’s agriculture, energy and 

financial sectors, he added.

Szijjártó also said that Umurzakov 

will pay a visit to Budapest next month, 

noting that Hungary and Uzbekistan 

have convened a meeting of an 

inter-governmental economic mixed 

committee for mid-February. “We 

met a number of times over the past 

several years and have established a 

friendly relationship, which also helps 
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with the development of bilateral 

ties,” Szijjártó said of Umurzakov. The 

minister added that some 500 Uzbek 

university students have expressed 

interest in applying for a scholarship 

to study in Hungary from September.

118 COVID FATALITIES, 
1,926 MORE INFECTIONS

Fully 118 Covid patients, generally elderly 

and suffering from an underlying illness, 

died over the past 24 hours, while 1,926 

new infections were officially registered, 

bringing the total number of infected 

to 347,636, koronavirus.gov.hu said. 

The death toll has risen to 11,066, while 

220,304 people have made a recovery. 

The number of active infections stands at 

116,266, while there are 4,689 hospitalised 

Covid patients, 344 on a ventilator.

Altogether 25,646 people are in official 

home quarantine, and the number of 

tests carried out has risen to 2,898,998.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (65,206) and Pest County 

(43,298) so far, followed by the counties 

of Hajdú-Bihar (19,800), Győr-Moson-

Sopron (19,740) and Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén (19,433). The county least 

affected by the infection is Tolna (7,325).

KARÁCSONY: EMPLOYERS, 
EMPLOYEES LOOKING  
TO GOVT TO COMPENSATE 
BUDAPEST FOR LOST 
REVENUES 

The coordination council of 

employers, employees and municipal 

representatives (Főét) has suggested 

that Budapest should be compensated 

from central coffers for lost business 

tax revenues so that “it can perform 

its public tasks at a high level”, Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony said on Facebook. 

Karácsony said Főét had held a 

meeting earlier in the day where 

participants discussed possible 

ramifications of the government 

suspending the business tax as a result 

of the coronavirus pandemic. He said 

that losing further revenues could 

“force the local government to take 

steps that would significantly impact 

the infrastructure and public services 

for businesses and residents”. 

The government should pay full 

compensation to local councils for 

their losses in local business tax 

revenue, Karácsony said after talks 

between government representatives 

and local government alliances on 

Thursday. As part of its coronavirus 

crisis relief, the central government has 

halved the local business tax this year 

for companies with annual turnover 

of under 4 billion forints (EUR 11.1m) 

and fewer than 250 people on payroll. 

Karácsony, who is a co-leader of the 

alliance of local governments MÖSZ 

and head of the alliance of Budapest 

local councils BÖSZ, told an online 

press conference that at the meeting 

both alliances had represented the 

position that local governments 

should be compensated.

The technical details of this are 

close to being finalised in the cases of 

municipalities with fewer than 25,000 

residents, the mayor said, adding 

that there was “no reason” why larger 

municipalities could not also receive 

compensation. He noted, however, 

that the government had yet to 

respond to the proposal. Budapest 

is asking for compensation because 

it does not want to risk a drop in 

the quality of the public services it 

oversees, Karácsony said. Therefore, 

Budapest is asking companies that 

can afford it to pay the full business 

tax, he added.

In response to a question about 

whether the government would be 

willing to satisfy Karácsony’s demands, 

Gergely Gulyás, the prime minister’s 

chief of staff told a government press 

briefing that there was an openness 

on the government side for talks 

with the metropolitan council and 

other city leaders. He added that 

Budapest maintained a very costly 

office in Brussels which was involved 

in lobbying for direct support from the 

European Union. “If the government 

can help in this area, it is at Karácsony’s 

service,” he added. Gulyás said the 

government was “not treating the 

capital as a stepchild”, insisting that 

Budapest was the biggest winner of 

developments over the past decade.

GE TO INVEST HUF 3.3 
BN TO EXPAND DIGITAL 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRES 
IN HUNGARY

GE will invest 3.3 billion forints 

(EUR 9.2m) to expand its digital 

development centres in Budapest 

and in Szeged, in southern Hungary, 

the minister of foreign affairs and trade 
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said. The government is supporting 

the investment, which will create 45 

engineering jobs, with a 675 million 

forint grant, Péter Szijjártó told a press 

conference. Endre Ascsillán, GE Global’s 

CEE vice-president, said GE Healthcare 

would launch a new research project 

with the investment, focusing on 

artificial intelligence-based solutions 

for global markets.

INFLATION STEADY  
AT 2.7% IN DEC 

Hungary’s inflation rate was 2.7% in 

December, level with the rate a month 

earlier, the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. Upside pressure on inflation came 

from food, spirits and tobacco products, 

while vehicle fuel prices dropped. Food 

prices rose by 4.9% and the price of 

spirits and tobacco products went up 

by 8.8%. Prices in the category of goods 

which includes vehicle fuel fell by 0.5% 

as vehicle fuel prices dropped by 4.5%.

The Hungarian central bank said 

headline inflation in December was 

“driven by a stronger price growth of 

alcohol and tobacco products”. Pricing 

decisions, it added, showed “higher 

volatility” and “an unusual seasonal 

pattern” in recent months because of 

the pandemic, noting higher repricing 

in the summer months followed by a 

strengthening of disinflationary effects 

from September.

Commenting on the data, the 

(Socialist) head of parliament’s welfare 

committee accused the government 

of using the higher inflation indicator 

as reference point when it came to 

collecting revenues and the lower 

figure in calculating benefits for 

pensioners. Lajos Korózs told an online 

press conference that the price of 

vegetables and fruit had seen a 22% 

increase, while cooking oil had gone 

up by 13%, hitting pensioners hard. 

“While the number of pensioners in 

the lowest income bracket was 26,000 

in 2010, their number reached 270,000 

last year,” he said, adding that the 

old-age pension minimum of 28,500 

forints (EUR 79) had stagnated over the 

past 12 years and about 1.7 million of 

Hungary’s 2.5 million pensioners 

received less than 200,000 forints per 

month.

KSH: CONSTRUCTION 
SECTOR EXPANDS FOR 
FIRST TIME SINCE START 
OF CRISIS

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector rose by an annual 5.0% in 

November, rising for the first month 

since the start of the coronavirus crisis, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. Output of the buildings segment 

climbed 7.7% and civil engineering 

output increased by 2.2%. In a month-

on-month comparison, output rose 

by a seasonally and working day-

adjusted 12.1%.


