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“Our position is set in stone,” he added. The EU now should focus on granting the necessary funding for member states in 

need and to “get the seven-year budget off the ground,” Orbán said. Hungary and Poland “have been saying since July” 

that the rule of law conditions cannot be tied to funding, he added.

Meanwhile, Orbán said “the protagonist, [financier] George Soros, is weaving his web in the background.” Soros proposed as 

early as 2015-2016 that member states unwilling to accept migrants should be “punished financially”, Orbán said. Accepting 

the EU’s current proposal would mean “part of our budget could be taken away if we refuse to allow migrants in,” he said. 

The European Parliament is now a sounding board for Soros’s proposal, Orbán said, adding “it was wrong of the European 

Council to bow to that pressure.”

Meanwhile, Orbán said the government will decide in the next 8-10 days on the coronavirus rules to be followed during 

Christmas and the New Year. The prime minister noted that an increasing number of people are in hospital and he warned 

citizens to be vigilant.

Hungary and Poland’s votes are key to passing the EU’s multi-annual financial 
framework and its Next Generation EU recovery package, Viktor Orbán said in an 
interview with public radio.
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Coronavirus updates

Natl security services hold 
cybersecurity conference online

Christmas tree erected in Parliament 
Square
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Gingerbread installation in the shape of a heart in City of Debrecen (E) hospital
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orbÁN: reGISTrATIoN 
For vACCINe mAY STArT 
NeXT WeeK 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán on Friday 

said online and postal registration for 

the coronavirus vaccine is expected 

to start next week. The registration 

would also serve as an indicator of 

demand for the vaccine once it is 

publicly available, Orbán told public 

broadcaster Kossuth Rádió. The 

inoculation protocols were drafted 

weeks ago, designating 13,000 

venues for voluntary vaccinations 

and outlining which groups, such as 

frontline workers and the vulnerable, 

should have priority, he said. Orbán 

said lives were being saved in hospitals 

while schools were saving jobs, since 

if children cannot go to school, their 

parents cannot to go to work.

Orbán said the government will 

decide in the next 8-10 days on the 

rules to be followed during Christmas 

and the New Year. The prime minister 

noted that an increasing number of 

people are in hospital and he warned 

citizens to be vigilant, and he appealed 

to Hungarians not to book skiing 

holidays abroad.

Meanwhile, he said central Europe 

had huge potential thanks to its 

flourishing collaboration and countries 

in the region were defending their 

national sovereignty. “We’re able 

to protect our own countries from 

immigration,” he said. Western Europe, 

he said, was already composed of 

“immigrant countries”. Central Europe, 

too, is protecting Christian traditions 

and way of life, while the West “is 

already multicultural,” he said. Orbán 

declared that central Europe was in 

the midst of a renaissance, and the 

next ten years would witness the 

cooperation of the central European 

states.

Commenting on Project Syndicate’s 

decision not to publish the prime 

minister’s reply to Soros’s recent article 

on the left-wing website, Orbán said 

their refusal was a sign of the state 

of freedom of opinion on the left. 

“There’s always space for their own 

voice; people who argue with them 

are silenced.”

rUSSIA oFFerS To 
INvITe HUNGArIAN 
eXPerTS To vACCINe 
mANUFACTUrING PLANT

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó on Friday met Mikhail 

Murashko, the Russian health minister, 

and said Russia has offered to invite 

Hungarian experts at its vaccine 

manufacturing plant to study the 

production of the Sputnik coronavirus 

vaccine. Szijjártó told a joint press 

conference after the talks that the 

Hungarian government was working to 

give Hungarians access to a vaccine as 

soon as possible. He thanked Murashko 

for choosing Hungary as the first 

country to send samples to. Hungarian 

experts may travel to Russia as soon 

as next week, Szijjártó said. Murashko 

said Hungarian experts were welcome 

to study vaccine manufacturing and 

quality assurance protocols in the 

Russian plant.

Szijjártó said that vaccines were 

being developed “both in the East 

and in the West” and it was yet to be 

seen which one would be available in 

sufficient quantities. He added that “it 

would be irresponsible to give up any 

of those possibilities”. He also added 

that the government would not “give 

in to any business lobby even if they 

hire politicians in Hungary, in Brussels, 

or elsewhere.”  “We’ll keep an eye on 

all opportunities because that is in 

the interest of Hungarian people”, the 

minister said. 

Meanwhile, Szijjártó said that the 

government was working to diversify 

Hungary’s energy supplies, but added 

that Russia would continue to play an 

important role. Hungary’s long-term 

gas supply contract with Russia will 

expire in 2021, he noted, adding that 

talks would soon start concerning the 

next period.  Szijjártó said that seven 

Hungarian companies were currently 

implementing investment projects in 

the areas of agriculture, health, and the 

chemical industry, while Hungarian 

and Russian companies are jointly 

making railway carriages for Egypt as 

part of “the largest order for Hungarian 

vehicle manufacture so far”. 

CoroNAvIrUS - 135 
FATALITIeS, CASeS UP 
6,393

Fully 135 Covid patients, generally 

elderly and suffering from an 

underlying illness, have died over the 
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past 24 hours, while 6,393 more virus 

cases have been officially registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday.

The total number of cases since 

the first outbreak in the country has 

risen to 198,440, while the death 

toll now stands at 4,364. Fully 52,126 

people have made a recovery. Active 

infections number 141,950, while there 

are 7,591 hospitalised patients, 647 on 

ventilators. Fully 49,549 people are in 

official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests carried out has risen 

to 1,601,203.

So far, most coronavirus cases have 

been registered in Budapest (44,276) 

and Pest County (25,964), followed by 

the counties of Győr-Moson-Sopron 

(13,065), Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 

(11,677) and Hajdú-Bihar (10,405). Tolna 

(2,818) has the fewest cases.

mAerT / DIASPorA 
CoUNCIL - SemJÉN: FINAL 
DeCLArATIoN APProveD 
UNANImoUSLY

The Hungarian Permanent 

Conference (Máért) and the 

Hungarian Diaspora Council 

unanimously approved the 

closing declaration of their online 

conference on Thursday, Zsolt 

Semjén, the deputy prime minister 

in charge of policy for Hungarian 

communities abroad, noted. The 

various parties, he said, had formed 

a strong consensus concerning the 

policies and issues facing Hungarian 

communities in the Carpathian Basin 

and around the world. He noted that 

the opposition Democratic Coalition, 

however, had not been represented 

at the meetings, though it had 

received an invitation to attend.

Noting that parliamentary elections 

will be held in Romania on Dec. 

6, Semjén said it was vital that the 

Hungarian Democratic Alliance of 

Romania (RMDSZ) should strongly 

represent Hungarian interests in the 

Romanian parliament, and he urged 

Hungarians in Romania and diaspora 

Hungarians with Romanian citizenship 

to vote for it. 

He said RDMSZ represented 

Hungarian values and Hungarian 

interests.

János Árpád Potápi, the state 

secretary of the Prime Minister’s 

Office in charge of policies for 

Hungarian communities abroad, 

noted the declaration referred to 

the centenary of the Trianon peace 

treaty, arguing that not a single 

nation had been forced to endure the 

kind of hundred years “that are now 

behind us Hungarians”. “We have 

shown that, notwithstanding all the 

tribulations of the twentieth century, 

we are united as the Hungarian 

nation in spite of its fragmentation,” 

the final declaration states. Over the 

past ten years, everything has been 

done to ensure that Hungarians 

abroad legally become part of the 

Hungarian nation again, he noted. All 

Hungarians can decide on the most 

important issues affecting the fate of 

the nation together, thanks to their 

right to vote, Potápi said, quoting 

the declaration. Being Hungarian in 

the Carpathian Basin is no longer a 

disadvantage but its opposite, he 

said, adding that all Hungarians in 

the Carpathian Basin should proudly 

declare their Hungarianness and 

their mother tongue in the censuses 

conducted in several countries next 

year. Members of the Hungarian 

nation have regained their self-

esteem, respecting and preserving 

their Christian national values, the 

document states. “We declare that 

2021 will be the year of national 

renewal.”

The Diaspora Council said in 

its closing declaration that the 

Hungarian nation had reunited in the 

last ten years. Thanks to preferential 

citizenship and the right to vote in 

Hungarian parliamentary elections, 

diaspora Hungarians have also 

become Hungarian citizens again 

and can take part in making the 

most important decisions concerning 

Hungary, the declaration said. 

“Hungarians are now a global nation.” 

Members of the Diaspora Council are 

active in advancing protections for 

Hungarians living in the Carpathian 

Basin, it said. “No Hungarian is alone,” 

it declares. Finally, the council also 

agreed that 2021 should be the year 

of national renewal.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: UZbeKISTAN 
‘KeY PArTNer’ IN 
CeNTrAL ASIA 

Uzbekistan is Hungary’s “key 

economic partner” in Central Asia, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 
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affairs and trade, said on Friday after 

a video conference with the Uzbek 

minister for investment and foreign 

economic relations.

The Uzbek market is of interest 

for many Hungarian businesses and 

they are served well by excellent 

political relations between the 

two countries, Szijjártó said. A 

“significant” deal was reached last 

week on simplifying and speeding 

up registration of Hungarian 

medicines on the Uzbek market, 

he said. Referring to Hungarian 

drug company Richter, he noted 

that Richter has been present on the 

Uzbek market for 25 years and 80 of 

its products have been registered 

there. Now, additional drugs are 

planned to enter the Uzbek market, 

adding to pharma exports worth 12 

million US dollars in the first half of 

the year, he said. 

Also, a Hungarian company 

financed by Eximbank is supplying 

3,000 Hungarian ATMs to Uzbek 

banks, while preparations are afoot 

to advance three joint Hungarian-

Uzbek investments in the food and 

farming industries related to cattle 

breeding, cereal processing and 

the construction of a vegetable oil 

plant, he said. Uzbekistan plans to 

build a nuclear power plant with the 

involvement of Russia’s Rosatom, 

he noted, adding that Hungary 

will participate in the training of 

future Uzbek nuclear engineers 

and specialists. The number 

of scholarship students from 

Uzbekistan studying in Hungary will 

increase to 100 a year from next year, 

he added.

Szijjártó said Hungary supports 

Uzbekistan’s talks with the European 

Union on expanding its partnership 

agreement as well as the country’s 

accession to the World Trade 

Organisation. He noted that bilateral 

trade grew by 21% in the first eight 

months of this year.

FINANCe mINISTrY: 
eXPorTS To KAZAKHSTAN 
UP 70%

Hungary’s exports to Kazakhstan 

increased by 70% in the first eight 

months of 2020, despite the 

coronavirus pandemic, the finance 

ministry said in a statement after an 

online meeting of the Hungarian-

Kazakh intergovernmental economic 

cooperation committee on Friday.  

Bilateral trade between Hungary 

and Kazakhstan “continues on solid 

foundations” and Hungarian products 

are popular there, the statement quoted 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga as saying.

The government expects 

Hungary’s economy to return to 

growth in 2021, he said, adding that 

Hungary “awaits Kazakh investors 

with good economic prospects, a 

skilled workforce and an attractive 

location”.  On the sidelines of the 

meeting, members of the two 

countries’ joint business councils 

and nuclear energy teams also met 

to review topical issues and discuss 

further areas of cooperation, the 

statement said.

LmP DemANDS 
DeTAILS oF PLANNeD 
CUTS ImPACTING 
mUNICIPALITIeS 

Opposition LMP has called on the 

government to “come clean” and reveal 

how much funding it is planning to 

“take away from local councils”. LMP co-

leader Máté Kanász-Nagy said on Friday 

that the government should also drop 

plans to suspend the local business 

tax and provide substantial help for 

municipalities and households instead. 

Suspending business tax payments 

would deprive municipalities of 

revenues, “forcing some of them to turn 

off street lighting, close kindergartens 

or stop public transport,” he insisted. 

He also said that small and medium-

sized businesses would benefit more 

from “targeted forms of assistance” 

such as interest-free loans than from 

the business tax exemption. Kanász-

Nagy noted that the idea of suspending 

the business tax had come from the 

chamber of commerce “weeks ago” 

and criticised the government for its 

reluctance to take a clear position on 

the matter. “How long more do they 

want to keep us in uncertainty?” he 

asked.

ANImAL FUr To be 
bANNeD From bUDAPeST 
FAIrS

The Budapest municipality is 

proposing banning the sale of the fur 

of wild animals from the city’s street 
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markets and fairs, the metropolitan 

council said on Friday. The proposal 

is in line with the initiative of the 

Hungarian Anti-Fur League (Magyar 

Szőrmeellenes Liga). Although 

Christmas fairs will be banned this year 

due to the pandemic, the municipality 

is nevertheless proposing that the 

Assembly bans the selling of wild 

animal fur in the city’s public spaces, 

the statement said. Products made 

from the skin and fur of domesticated 

animals are exempt from the measure, 

it said. “The municipality leadership 

is committed to protecting animals 

and preserving nature, and to all 

endeavours aiming to make our 

environment more habitable while 

preserving biodiversity,” the statement 

said.

SUPreme CoUrT 
UPHoLDS SeNTeNCe IN 
reD SLUDGe DISASTer

The Kúria, Hungary’s supreme court, 

upheld the prison sentence of the 

leaders of MAL Zrt, the alumina factory 

at the root of a red-sludge spill in 

October 2010. 

Ten people died and some 200 were 

injured when a reservoir burst at the 

MAL plant in Ajka, in western Hungary, 

and three villages became temporarily 

uninhabitable. MAL was fined 135 

billion forints (EUR 374m) in 2011 for 

environmental damage resulting from 

the spill.

The three men found responsible for 

the disaster worked as MAL’s CEO, its 

deputy CEO and plant manager at the 

time. They are currently serving their 

sentences handed to them by the Győr 

appeals court last year. The Kúria said in 

its ruling on Friday that the procedure 

-- which had been retried once due 

a change in the composition of the 

justice council -- showed no sign of 

procedural errors.

emPLoYmeNT DoWN bY 
0.8% IN AUG-oCT 

The three-month rolling employment 

figure in August-October was down 

0.8% at 4,482,000 from the same 

period a year earlier, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said on Friday. 

In the 15-64 age group, 4,402,000 

were considered employed, an 

employment rate of 70.2%. In October, 

the average monthly number of 

employees was 4,451,000, 31,000 

less than in the previous month and 

72,000 less than in October last year. 

The employment rate of 15-64 year-

olds was 69.6%, down 0.6 percentage 

points from September and down 0.9 

percentage points from October last 

year.

Meanwhile, Hungary’s three-month 

rolling average jobless rate was 4.3% 

in August-October, edging down 

0.1 of a percentage point from the 

previous month, the KSH said. The 

rate covers unemployment among 

people between the ages of 15 and 74. 

In absolute terms, there were 202,200 

unemployed, 6,100 fewer than in the 

previous month, but up 36,600 from 

a year earlier.

Fully 296,500 job-seekers were 

registered in November 2020, up 

50,000 year on year, but even amidst 

the pandemic this number has 

declined for the fifth month in a 

row, the Ministry of Innovation and 

Technology (ITM) said in a statement, 

adding that the government’s 

measures to protect the economy 

had helped to maintain stability on 

the labour market. Job losses have 

been most keenly felt in the transport, 

storage, manufacturing, hospitality 

and public administration sectors, 

while the IT, professional, scientific, 

technical, construction and trade 

sectors have seen jobs growth, the 

statement said.

Whereas the seasonally adjusted 

jobless rate for the 27 member states 

of the European Union grew to 7.5% 

in September, in Hungary the rate was 

just 4.3% -- the fourth lowest jobless 

in the bloc.


