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The prime minister wrote that many believed “economic criminal” Soros was not worthy of a response because his financial 

speculation had ruined the lives of millions of people, while the financier had held national economies to ransom. “Yet 

now I am compelled to do so, because in an article appearing on the Project Syndicate website on 18 November … Soros 

issued open commands to the leaders of the European Union … to severely punish those Member States that do not want 

to become part of a unifying European empire…,” the prime minister wrote.

“[H]istorical experience tells us that Europe will be great again if its nations become great again, and resist all forms of 

imperial ambition,” he wrote.

“The Soros network, which has woven itself through Europe’s bureaucracy and its political elite, has for years been working 

to make Europe an immigrant continent. … The goals of the network are obvious: to create multi-ethnic, multicultural 

open societies by accelerating migration, and to dismantle national decision-making, placing it in the hands of the global 

elite,” the prime minister wrote.

Europe must not succumb to the Soros network, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán wrote in 
an English-language post on his official website in reply to a recent article by financier 
George Soros.
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DEUTSCH: BRUSSELS 
PREPARING TO 
IMPLEMENT ‘SOROS PLAN’

Fidesz MEP Tamás Deutsch said 

Brussels was getting ready to 

implement an alleged plan by US 

financier George Soros to import 

migrants into Europe. In a video 

message on Facebook, Deutsch said an 

action plan unveiled by the European 

Commission on Tuesday “is none other 

than the implementation of the Soros 

plan”.  Deutsch said the plan “for a mass 

admission of migrants” into Europe had 

three key elements.

The MEP cited the EU home affairs 

commissioner as saying during the 

unveiling of the plan that the bloc 

was in need of more migrants. “In other 

words, Brussels has openly admitted 

that it wants to turn Europe into a 

continent of immigrants and wants 

to break down all physical and legal 

barriers standing in the way of the 

tens of millions of migrants on their 

way to Europe,” he said. Deutsch said 

the second important element of 

the plan was granting voting rights 

to immigrants. “The left and the pro-

migration forces want to create an 

open society purely out of political 

interest,” he insisted. “In other words, 

they want a mixed society and to build 

up a voter base made up of migrants 

all across Europe.” The third key 

element, he said, was Brussels’s plan 

to provide “all kinds of welfare benefits 

to migrants” from European taxpayer 

money.

Deutsch said that tying the payment 

of EU funds to member states to 

political conditions was “a part of 

Brussels’s blackmail”. “This is another 

issue in which Brussels is fulfilling 

Soros’s order,” he said. “Soros gave the 

order to deprive member states that 

refuse to take in migrants of funds as 

early as 2015.” Deutsch said Brussels 

and “the pro-migration forces” were 

preparing to settle millions of migrants 

in Europe and force that plan onto 

member states. “The government 

of Viktor Orbán, Fidesz, the Christian 

Democrats and all of us Hungarians 

who oppose immigration are standing 

in the way of the Soros plan, which is 

why they’re bringing everything they 

have against us,” he said.

KOVÁCS: ITALY DAMAGED 
BY EU, NOT BY HUNGARY

The receipt of European Union 

recovery funding urged by Italy is not 

being hindered by Hungary’s veto 

but by the EU’s use of the rule of law 

as a “political whip”, Zoltán Kovács, 

the state secretary for international 

communications, said in an interview 

published in Italian daily Libero. Kovács 

said Italy was getting damaged by the 

EU, not by Hungary, because Brussels 

was responsible for freezing post-

pandemic support for economic 

recovery. Commenting on Italy, 

which is slated to receive more than 

200 billion euros, the highest amount 

of support, Kovács said Hungary’s 

government did not intend to neglect 

member states in a difficult situation. 

Kovács said it was not Hungary that 

had changed its position after the 

agreement of EU heads of state and 

government in July. Rather, Brussels 

had resorted to “political blackmail”. 

Funding linked to the rule of law, he 

said, were being used as “a political 

whip against those that refuse to stand 

in line”. “They are blackmailing us 

because we refuse to take in migrants,” 

he said. The issue of the rule of law 

gets new impetus every time sides in 

the EU claiming to be progressive and 

pro-migration try to force their will on 

member states that oppose migration, 

he added. “The European ... veto was 

caused not by Hungary but those 

that generated this situation,” Kovács 

said. At the same time, Kovács did not 

exclude the possibility of finding a 

compromise with the EU by applying 

“exclusively legal and non-political 

criteria”.

FIDESZ: EP DEBATE ON 
MEDIA INTERFERENCE 
‘SMEAR CAMPAIGN’ 
AGAINST HUNGARY

A Fidesz MEP has slammed a debate 

held in the European Parliament on 

Hungarian influence in Slovenian 

and North Macedonian media as a 

“smear campaign” against Hungary. 

The debate was triggered by a 

report by a Slovenian news site on 

an alleged intelligence operation 

involving Hungarian leaders and 

Slovenian banks and other key 

figures. According to the report, the 

international operation was aimed at 
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gathering intelligence information 

and support for media platforms 

linked to North Macedonia’s VMRO-

DPMNE party. The alleged goal of the 

operation was to oust the government 

of Macedonian Prime Minister Zoran 

Zaev in April’s general election and 

to terminate the Prespa Agreement 

that saw Macedonia change its name 

to North Macedonia. The report said 

the operation involved Hungarian 

media outlets linked to Slovenia’s 

ruling SDS party that were financed 

by companies with ties to Hungarian 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán. In the 

debate, Fidesz MEP Balázs Hidvéghi 

said that under the EU’s principle of the 

free movement of capital, European 

businesses had a right to invest 

wherever they wanted on the bloc’s 

single market, of which Hungary and 

Slovenia are both members. He argued 

that Sweden could also be criticised for 

its influence on the Slovenian media 

scene, noting that the country’s largest 

business daily, Finance, was owned 

by Swedish media company Bonnier 

Business Press. Hidvéghi called on 

Hungary’s left-wing parties to also 

protest the involvement of the United 

States and Germany in the Hungarian 

media scene.

Věra Jourová, the European 

commissioner for justice, consumer 

protection and equal opportunities, 

said the European Commission 

considered it important for all EU 

citizens to have access to independent, 

strong and objective media platforms. 

She said the media today was weak 

and was becoming increasingly 

vulnerable to political and economic 

pressure all across the bloc. Jourová 

said media pluralism and freedom was 

also crucial in the case of EU candidate 

countries, emphasising its importance 

in preventing outside interference in 

elections. The EC has numerous ways 

of safeguarding European values, she 

said, adding that it was prepared to 

launch infringement procedures or 

approve new legislation if necessary. 

The commissioner also touched on the 

issue of media transparency, saying 

both Hungary and Slovenia could 

have problems meeting this criterion 

when it comes to election campaigns. 

Opposition Democratic Coalition MEP 

Csaba Molnár said Orbán had “no 

qualms about spending Hungarian 

taxpayer money to gain influence in 

other European countries”. He accused 

Orbán of attempting to meddle with 

the national sovereignty of other 

countries.

106 COVID FATALITIES, 
CASES UP 3,806

Fully 106 Covid patients, generally 

elderly and suffering from an 

underlying illness, have died over 

the past 24 hours, while 3,806 more 

virus cases have been officially 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said. 

The total number of cases since the 

first outbreak in the country has 

risen to 185,687, while the death toll 

now stands at 4,114. Fully 44,020 

people have made a recovery. Active 

infections number 137,553, while there 

are 7,718 hospitalised patients, 656 on 

ventilators. Fully 41,558 people are in 

official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests carried out has risen 

to 1,548,318. So far, most coronavirus 

cases have been registered in 

Budapest (42,454) and Pest County 

(24,439), followed by the countries of 

Győr-Moson-Sopron (12,522), Borsod-

Abaúj-Zemplén (11,040), Hajdú-Bihar 

(9,716) and Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg 

counties (9670). Tolna (2,572) has the 

fewest cases.

MEDICAL OFFICER: 
POSSIBLE TURNAROUND 
AS HUNGARY RECORDS 
FEWER NEW INFECTIONS 

Last week’s data indicate a flattening 

of Hungary’s coronavirus curve, as a 

drop in coronavirus infections was 

registered, the Chief Medical Officer 

has said. The number of new infections 

with a positive test result dropped by 

7%, or 2,177, last week, compared with 

the preceding week, Cecília Müller said. 

The largest increase in the number of 

infections, 86%, was recorded last 

week in Zala County, in south-western 

Hungary, while the biggest drop, 55%, 

was registered in Nógrád County, in 

northern Hungary, she said. In terms 

of a breakdown of infections by age, 

data reflect no change, she said, noting 

that the pandemic has affected people 

aged between 40 and 49 more than 

any other age group, accounting for 

23% of the total, while the proportion 

of those aged above 65 is 16%. In the 

age group of those younger than 15 

their proportion is 4.1%, Müller said.
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ÁDER SENDS LAW ON 
SMALL FARMLANDS BACK 
TO PARLT

President János Áder has sent the law 

on small farmland regulations back to 

parliament for further consideration, citing 

data protection concerns. Parliament 

passed the law aiming to ease the 

bureaucratic burden on small farmland 

owners on November 17. In a letter posted 

on parliament’s website, Áder said the law 

was passed without consulting Hungary’s 

data protection authority (NAIH), a body 

with oversight over legislation pertaining 

to storing and handling data under the 

freedom of information act. Furthermore, 

the law fails to specify the purpose 

of handling the data and orders the 

publication of protected personal data 

such as full names and others, Áder said.

GOVT SUBMITS 
AMENDMENT PROPOSAL 
ON PRISONER 
COMPENSATIONS

The justice ministry has submitted an 

amendment proposal to parliament 

aimed at eliminating abuse in connection 

with compensation payments to 

prisoners who sued the state over 

conditions in overcrowded prisons. State 

Secretary Pál Völner said the reform will 

“stop the prison business, which has 

become a multi-billion forint industry”. It 

will also put the focus on helping crime 

victims and promoting their interests, 

he said. The original legislation on 

compensations, passed in 2017, proved 

to be inadequate when perpetrators 

“of outrageous crimes” clinched hefty 

compensations citing poor conditions in 

overcrowded prisons, while crime victims 

“could barely be compensated”, Völner 

said. “Inmates and their lawyers have 

successfully sued the state for over ten 

billion forints [EUR 27.3m] in the past three 

years,” Völner insisted. In response, the 

government suspended the payments 

of all compensations on March 7, and 

ordered the legislation to be amended, 

he said. Meanwhile, the government has 

built new prison complexes housing 

some 3,000 inmates, bringing the 

occupancy rate down to 96%, he added. 

The Hungarian government continues to 

exercise zero tolerance against criminals 

and stands on the victims’ side, Völner 

said.

JUSTICE MINISTER: TWO 
NEW VICTIM SUPPORT 
CENTRES TO OPEN IN DEC

Two new victim support centres will open 

in December in Szeged and Kecskemét, 

increasing the total number of such 

centres in Hungary to six, Justice Minister 

Judit Varga said, marking International 

Day for the Elimination of Violence 

against Women. Varga said on Facebook 

that under a scheme the justice ministry 

announced early this year, the number of 

victim support centres has doubled. Victim 

support helplines received 9,693 calls in 

the first ten months of this year and 1,723 

visits were made to the centres for help, she 

said. Government offices also offer a victim 

support service which has been used by 

1,042 clients this year so far, she added.

FIDESZ, OPPOSITION 
DIVIDED ON EU RULE-OF-
LAW MECHANISM IN EP 
PLENARY SESSION

Hungarian MEPs were divided in their 

views on the introduction of a mechanism 

that links payouts of EU funding to 

member states’ observance of the 

principles of the rule of law in a plenary 

session of the European Parliament on 

Wednesday, with ruling Fidesz opposing 

such a mechanism and the opposition 

parties backing it. Fidesz’s Tamás Deutsch 

said his party was in agreement with 

leading members of the European People’s 

Party who oppose the introduction of a 

rule-of-law conditionality mechanism.

Deutsch cited EPP leader Donald Tusk 

as saying that the allocation of EU funds 

should not be subject to purely political 

criteria. He also cited former European 

Commission president Jean-Claude 

Juncker as saying that “making threats” 

was not a sufficient way of enforcing 

respect for the rule of law. Deutsch 

referred to German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel’s comments regarding the need 

for unanimity among member states on 

the issue of the bloc’s next budget and 

post-pandemic recovery fund. Fidesz 

and the Christian Democrats support 

the EPP’s opposition to all means of 

political blackmail, he said.

Katalin Cseh of the Momentum 

Movement said there was no need for 

unanimity on the rule-of-law mechanism. 

The EP will not back down on this issue, 

she insisted. “Any intent that points in the 

opposite direction is a historic mistake 
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and political weakness,” she said. Cseh 

said the “attempt to pacify autocrats” 

was a “grave error”, and urged European 

conservatives to stand up for European 

values and the European people. Jobbik’s 

Márton Gyöngyösi said the EU needed 

ways to ensure that its laws are enforced 

by member states, “otherwise Europe will 

never be strong”. He said Hungarian Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s government was 

“dividing Europe from within”, adding that 

the bloc’s existing divisions could only 

be healed by unity. István Ujhelyi of the 

Socialist Party said it would be a “historic 

crime” if EU leaders “once again stabbed 

the European Parliament representing 

the will of nearly 450 million European 

citizens in the back” by “making deals 

with mobsters”. “Fidesz sees the issue of 

the veto against the EU budget and virus 

recovery fund as a battle between central 

and eastern Europe and the West,” Ujhelyi 

said in a statement. “I see it as common 

sense and European honesty versus petty 

mob bosses.”

GREEN NGO LEVEGŐ 
MUNKACSOPORT REFUSES 
FOR BUDAPEST AWARD

The green NGO Levegő 

Munkacsoport (Clean Air Action 

Group) has refused the Budapest 

metropolitan council’s For Budapest 

award because it had failed to achieve 

a reduction in the “severe level of 

pollution” in the capital city. The 

NGO said in a statement that despite 

more than three decades of efforts 

for cleaner Budapest air, they were 

getting “further away from achieving 

their goal”. The level of pollution is 

regularly above what is considered 

to be acceptable in terms of human 

health. Measurements by Levegő 

Munkacsoport and Greenpeace 

have shown that the situation is 

much worse than the data delivered 

via official measuring stations would 

suggest, the statement said.

European Environment Agency 

figures show that more than 13,000 

Hungarians die prematurely each year 

due to air pollution, losing ten years 

of their lives on average. A recent 

study in the professional magazine of 

the European Society of Cardiology 

showed that a quarter of coronavirus 

deaths was also linked to poor quality 

air, it added. András Lukács, Levegő 

Munkacsoport’s director, said in the 

statement that despite several of 

their proposals to the government 

and local municipality making their 

way to official documents over the 

decades, little progress had been 

made and several setbacks had 

occurred. “We haven’t managed to 

achieve our goal and we believe 

this failure must not be awarded,” 

he said. He added that the NGO 

would be glad to accept the award 

if the concentration of air pollution 

remained below the permitted level 

at all air-quality measuring points 

over the period of a year. At the same 

time, the Levegő Munkacsoport has 

offered its cooperation to Budapest 

representatives to achieve “an 

improvement in air quality within a 

relatively short time at acceptable 

costs”.

BUDAPEST MAYOR: GOVT 
LOOKING TO PRIVATISE 
WASTE MANAGEMENT, 
MOBILE PAYMENT SYSTEM

The government has submitted two 

legislative proposals to parliament aiming 

to turn the state-run waste management 

holding and the national mobile payment 

systems into concessions, Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony said. The revamp would 

“upend the municipality’s plans”, Karácsony 

said in a Facebook post, adding that local 

authorities could fulfil the tasks “well and 

cheaply”. “Selling the whole thing because 

the slapdash state-run companies couldn’t 

cope” would harm citizens’ interests, he 

said. Karácsony insisted that the state-

run waste management company had 

“pocketed Budapest citizens’ payments ... 

and the Budapest municipality had to eat 

the loss.” Waste management should be 

in the hands of the local authority, he said. 

Budapest will fight to “protect the revenues 

of [city sanitation company] FKF”, and to 

prevent waste management fees from 

rising, Karácsony said. 

Regarding the national mobile 

payment system, currently run by state-

owned Nemzeti Mobilfizetési, Karacsony 

noted that the relevant legislation violates 

the EU’s service directive, according to 

a ruling of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union (CJEU). Its high prices 

are against Budapest citizens’ interests, 

he said. A concession would thwart 

Budapest’s plans to develop its own 

mobile parking system and to “drag the 

e-ticket system [for public transport] out 

of the hole”, Karácsony said.
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GOVT TO DEVELOP TOKAJ-
HEGYALJA REGION WITH 
HUF 150 BN

The government has earmarked 149.5 

billion forints (EUR 416m) towards 

developing the Tokaj-Hegyalja and 

Zemplén region in north-eastern 

Hungary, to help it become the third top 

tourist region after Budapest and Lake 

Balaton, the office of the government 

commissioner for the region’s 

development said. Several development 

projects have been prepared to the point 

that their implementation can begin as 

early as next spring, the office of György 

Wáberer said in a statement. The projects 

have been designed to enrich the region’s 

values as a world heritage site, further 

promote its viniculture and gastronomy, 

the statement said. The region’s transport 

infrastructure will also be developed to 

allow fast and easy access, it said.

GOVT OFFICIAL: BUDAPEST 
LANDMARKS LIT UP IN RED 
TO HIGHLIGHT PLIGHT OF 
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS

Several landmarks in Budapest are 

being lit up in red on Wednesday 

in order to highlight the plight of 

persecuted Christians around the 

world, Tristan Azbej, the state secretary 

for assisting persecuted Christians, 

has said. The initiative dubbed “Red 

Wednesday” is about commemorating 

persecuted Christians around the 

world, including the dozens of people 

killed each day for their Christian faith, 

and to raise awareness of the issue, he 

said. Whenever Christians are killed 

because of their faith, it often leaves 

the public cold, he said. This is why 

the Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) 

international initiative is so important, 

he added. Among the landmarks being 

lit up are Elizabeth Bridge, the statue 

of St. Gellért, the Church of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, the Orthodox Cathedral 

of the Mother of God, the Reformed 

Church in Szilágyi Dezső Square and 

the Lutheran Church of Budavár. The 

state secretary noted that around 3,000 

Christians are killed each year because 

of their faith. “Christianity is currently 

the most persecuted religion in the 

world,” Azbej insisted.

FINMIN: NO FX ISSUES 
NEEDED UNTIL 2023 

Hungary will not have to make any 

more FX bond issues until early in 

2023, Finance Minister Mihály Varga 

has said in a newspaper interview. 

“With the 2.5 billion euro FX bond 

issue in November, we’ve achieved a 

position that doesn’t require us to tap 

FX resources until early 2023,” Varga 

told Wednesday’s issue of business 

daily Világgazdaság, adding that it was 

worth waiting to see how economic 

developments turn out before making 

a decision. Regarding EU funding, he 

said the finance ministry was preparing 

for “various scenarios”. Varga said the 

dispute over the 2021-2027 budget and 

recovery fund may get to the point that, 

with the exception of farm support, EU 

member states “cannot count on any 

funding next year”. Varga noted that 

Hungary this year repaid 1.5 billion US 

dollars of FX debt maturing in 2021 

without having to draw on external 

resources. “We don’t plan further FX 

bond issues, and we haven’t given up 

the goal either of reducing the share 

of FX debt within state debt from 53% 

to under 20%,” he said. He noted that 

financing state debt with retail securities 

such as the popular Plus bond was 

costlier than FX financing, adding 

that “the huge advantage” was that 

“it stabilises the domestic holdings of 

state debt, as Hungarian bond buyers 

know the environment, and Hungarian 

households can also share in the yields 

and income from the financing of that 

debt.”

BIRTH RATE RISES IN 
THE FIRST TEN MONTHS, 
FEWER DEATHS 

In the first ten months of 2020, the 

rate of population decline slowed, 

with the birth rate rising by 4.7% 

and the death rate declining by 1.5% 

compared with the same period last 

year, the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. Fully 77,596 children were born in 

Jan-Oct, 3,499 more than a year earlier. 

Notwithstanding a big increase in 

the number of deaths in October, the 

death rate declined over the period as 

a whole, the KSH noted. Fully 106,723 

people died, 1,583 fewer than in the 

same period last year. Meanwhile, the 

number of marriages increased by 

an annual 2,541 to 60,333 during the 

period.


