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Wherever there is an electronic cash register, electronic payments will be available, a measure that expands e-payments by 

50,000-60,000 points while reducing cash usage by tens of billions of forints, Mihály Varga said after attending a meeting 

of the operative body in charge of coronavirus-related measures. Noting that the new arrangements build on proposals 

made by the Hungarian Banking Association and the ministry, he said buildout of e-banking services will also serve to 

simplify financial management for businesses and the general public. Also, the land office will handle real-estate transactions 

electronically, streamlining 130,000 cases a year. In addition, the valuation of real estate could, in a third of cases, become 

free of charge as banks will have access to a central database for generic valuations, saving clients tens of thousands of 

forints, he said. Varga said a new digital documentation system is being introduced in order to bolster security for the 6.5 

million Hungarians with bank accounts, he said.

Hungary’s authorities have adopted various measures designed to make payments 
and navigating red tape easier and cheaper, the finance minister said.
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CABINET OFFICE CHIEF: 
NATL CONSULTATION 
SURVEYS KEY TO GOVT 
POLICY

The government’s policies are 

informed by the National Consultation 

public surveys and “points of 

agreement” found with the public, 

Antal Rogán, the cabinet chief, said. 

In his annual hearing in front of 

parliament’s judiciary committee, 

Rogán said the most important points 

of agreement, which appeared in 

several surveys, concerned the job-

based economy, family protection, 

border protection and national 

sovereignty. The last survey regarding 

coronavirus measures was conducted 

in the summer and gave Hungarians 

an opportunity to give responses 

to questions about the handling of 

the first wave. The government thus 

shaped its response to the second 

wave in agreement with the Hungarian 

people, Rogán said. Accordingly, the 

shopping timeframe dedicated to 

elderly customers was reintroduced 

on Monday, he noted. That step was 

supported by 62% of respondents 

in the survey, he said. The survey 

also indicated that Hungarians want 

the country to remain functional for 

as long as possible, and supported 

measures such as wearing face 

masks, closing the borders and other 

protective measures, Rogán said.

Addressing the subject of 

government communications, Rogán 

said the lion’s share of communication 

spending in 2020 was on providing 

information about the government’s 

coronavirus measures. Meanwhile, 

a campaign to get consumers to 

buy Hungarian-made products 

was funded in support of domestic 

economy, he added. Campaigning 

targeting foreign tourists was 

suspended during the epidemic, 

while Hungarians were encouraged 

to spend their holidays at home, to 

help preserve jobs, Rogán said.

GOVT ANNOUNCES  
HUF 7 BN TENDER  
TO SUPPORT FASHION, 
DESIGN INDUSTRY

The government has announced a 

7 billion forint (EUR 19.4m) tender 

to support the competitiveness 

of Hungary’s fashion and creative 

industry, in view of the sector’s 

growing role in international 

markets and its “world-class 

quality”, a government official has 

said. Fashion and design firms can 

apply for funding between 5 and 

150 million forints for technological 

developments, wage subsidies as 

well as marketing and legal services, 

Balázs Rákossy, the state secretary 

for the utilisation of EU funding, 

told MTI. The government will 

waive repayment of the funding if 

the company fulfils predetermined 

targets, Rákossy said. The scheme 

is expected to help some 200 

companies, he added. Applications 

will be accepted from January 5, 

2021, he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: CROATIA 
LNG TERMINAL LAUNCH 
KEY STEP FORWARD  
IN HUNGARY GAS SUPPLY

The inauguration of Croatia’s LNG 

terminal on the island of Krk is an 

important step forward in securing 

Hungary’s gas supply, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said after a 

videoconference with European 

energy commissioner Kadri Simson. 

Hungary is set to receive an annual 

one billion cubic metres of liquefied 

natural gas from January 1, 2021, the 

minister told MTI. He noted that the 

European Commission contributed 

100 billion euros to the construction of 

the LNG terminal. Szijjártó expressed 

hope that Croatia would consider 

expanding the capacities of the 

terminal if its targets are met, adding 

that LNG could then play an even 

larger role in in Hungary’s energy 

supply. He also noted that Hungary’s 

gas delivery agreement signed with 

Shell is the country’s first long-term 

energy deal that does not involve 

Russian energy suppliers. Szijjártó 

said his talks with Simson also touched 

on the construction of Hungary’s 

Paks 2 nuclear power plant. Hungary 

believes the European Union’s Green 

Deal goals and targets to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions can only 

be met if nuclear power is counted 

as an environmentally friendly energy 

source, he said. This is a matter of 

constant debate within the EU, he said, 

noting that half of the bloc’s member 
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states use nuclear energy while the 

other half oppose it. “The facts are on 

our side,” the minister said. “Nuclear 

energy is a clean, cheap and safe form 

of energy.” The Paks 2 project complies 

with all European laws and Hungary is 

in constant consultation with the EC 

during the construction, he said.

GOVERNMENT 
LAUNCHES SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAMME FOR YOUNG 
DIASPORA HUNGARIANS

The government has launched a 

scholarship scheme for young people 

living in Hungarian diaspora worldwide 

with the aim of strengthening their 

Hungarian identity and bonds with 

Hungary, the foreign minister said 

MTI. Applications can be submitted 

for bachelor’s, master’s and 

doctoral degree education in 1,300 

programmes at 28 Hungarian higher 

education institutions, Péter Szijjártó 

said. The language of education 

will be Hungarian or English and 

applications for the first 2021/2022 

school year can be submitted by 

January 24, 2021, he said. “Upon 

completion of the programme, we 

expect young graduates to return 

to their communities and engage in 

community work for two years helping 

the preservation of Hungarian culture, 

language and identity,” Szijjártó 

said. The programme is available for 

Hungarian diaspora members living 

in any country outside the European 

Union, the Republic of Serbia and the 

Transcarpathia region of Ukraine. 

KÁSLER: HUNGARY 
EUROPEAN LEADER  
IN CULTURE SPENDING

Hungary spends more per GDP on 

culture than any other European 

country, Miklós Kásler, the human 

resources minister, said at his annual 

hearing in parliament’s cultural 

committee. The government spent 

472 billion forints (EUR 1.3bn) on 

culture in 2019, 91 billion more than 

the previous year, Kásler said, adding 

that local councils had allocated 181 

billion forints towards cultural projects. 

Special attention has been devoted to 

the upgrade of cultural institutions, the 

minister said. Over the last ten years, 

the government has invested 530 

billion forints in 100 culture-related 

projects, he said, adding that it had 

another 440 billion set aside for such 

purposes. Public employees working 

in the cultural sector have been given 

employment status and their wages 

are set to increase by 6%, Kásler said.

The government last year created 

clear conditions around the funding of 

theatres, specifically local council-run 

ones, he said. By April of this year, the 

government reached agreements with 

every local council on the status of 

their theatres, Kásler said, adding that 

under the deals, eight Budapest-based 

theatres and 30 outside the capital had 

been reorganised to operate under a 

mixed funding scheme involving both 

the state and the local council.

The government also devotes close 

attention to the research of the nation’s 

roots as well as the preservation of its 

identity, the minister said. The Institute 

for Hungarian Studies set up in January 

2019 published several studies and 

organised multiple conferences and 

exhibitions this year, he said.

INDAMEDIA BUYS BACK 
INDEX SHARES

Online media group Indamedia 

Network has bought back the shares 

of news portal Index, according 

to a statement on the website. Pál 

Szombathy is stepping down as the 

website’s CEO by mutual agreement 

with Indamedia’s board. László Bodolai, 

head of the supervisory board of the 

foundation that operates the site, 

will continue to support the group’s 

operations as a media lawyer, the 

statement said. Indamedia Network 

decided to buy back Index’s shares 

after approving the company’s 

medium-term strategy and talks with 

the Foundation for Hungarian Progress, 

the site’s operator. Indamedia’s board 

said it was crucial to integrate Index 

into the network in order to ensure 

its future operations and that its 

finances remain secure. Indamedia 

board member Ákos Starcz has been 

tasked as CEO with assessing how the 

website’s integration into the network 

can be speeded up and with stabilising 

its finances as quickly as possible, the 

statement added.

Index’s finances hit turbulence after 

several failed attempts to stabilise the 

company’s operating costs over the 

course of the year, the statement noted. 
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This past summer, Index’s editorial 

board and most of its staff members 

quit after Szabolcs Dull was fired as 

editor-in-chief. The statement said 

Szombathy had since rebuilt Index’s 

editorial board and the website had 

managed to build back a readership. 

Indamedia’s decision to integrate 

Index into its network will create the 

conditions to stabilise the website’s 

finances, the statement added.

FIDESZ OFFICIAL  
CALLS ON KARÁCSONY  
TO PROBE BUDAPEST 
TRANSPORT BUS LEASING 
ARRANGEMENTS

The head of Fidesz’s group in the 

Budapest assembly has called on 

the city’s mayor, Gergely Karácsony, 

to launch an investigation into 

transport company BKV’s bus 

leasing arrangements. Zsolt Láng 

said BKV was set to rent buses from 

an offshore company with a single 

employee registered just a week 

before the tender was announced. 

Tamás Leisztinger, the former partner 

of Kata Tüttő, a deputy mayor, headed 

the company, he added. He called 

on Karácsony to take swift action, 

“because if the leadership of the 

capital goes off in this direction ... the 

consequences would be very serious.” 

The company does not have any buses, 

Láng said, adding that with its offshore 

background, it would not qualify 

for a public procurement tender in 

Hungary. Lang added that his side was 

considering taking legal action.

117 CORONAVIRUS 
FATALITIES, 3,929 NEW 
CASES

Fully 117 Covid patients, mostly elderly 

with an underlying illness, have 

died over the past 24 hours, while 

there were 3,929 newly registered 

coronavirus cases, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Tuesday. Since the first 

outbreak in the spring, 181,881 people 

have been officially diagnosed with 

the virus and 4,008 fatalities, while 

44,020 people have made a recovery. 

Altogether there are 133,853 active 

infections, while 7,598 Covid patients 

are hospitalised, 638 on ventilators. 

Fully 41,557 people are in official home 

quarantine, and the number of tests 

carried out stands at 1,528,302. So far 

most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (41,741) and Pest County 

(23,873), followed by the counties of 

Győr-Moson-Sopron (12,410), Borsod-

Abaúj-Zemplén (10,744), Hajdú-Bihar 

(9,571) and Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg 

counties (9,449). Tolna County has the 

least number of infections (2,565).

GOVT OFFICIAL: 
‘IRRESPONSIBLE’ TO 
POLITICISE PROCUREMENT 
OF VACCINES

The procurement of coronavirus 

vaccines should not be politicised, a 

foreign ministry official said, adding 

that doing so was “irresponsible and 

foolish”. “Those suffering from the 

virus only want to be cured and those 

who are healthy want to stay healthy. 

This isn’t politics,” Tamás Menczer, the 

state secretary for communications 

and international representation, has 

said. Hungary is participating in every 

European Union-based coronavirus 

vaccine research programme and has 

procured 12 million doses of vaccines, 

Menczer noted. “Though we can now 

see the light at the end of the tunnel, 

no one can say for certain when we’ll 

get a vaccine or when it’ll be mass-

produced,” he said. The state secretary 

said it was for this reason that Hungary 

should “also look to the East” and 

cooperate with China and Russia when 

it comes to developing a Covid-19 

vaccine. He noted that Hungary was 

the first European country to receive a 

sample of Russia’s coronavirus vaccine, 

which was now being analysed by 

experts. Hungary is also in contact 

with three Chinese vaccine developers, 

he said, adding that the state-run 

Sinopharm Group was in a position to 

complete the third phase of the clinical 

trials of its vaccine before the end of 

the year. All decisions on the vaccines 

will be made by Hungarian experts, 

Menczer said. 

JOBBIK: ACADEMIC 
FREEDOM THREATENED 
BY ‘ANTI-DEMOCRATIC 
TENDENCIES’

Academic freedom and institutional 

independence is threatened by anti-

democratic tendencies in several 

European states, including Hungary, 

Koloman Brenner of the opposition 
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Jobbik party said, citing a resolution 

adopted by the Council of Europe’s 

Parliamentary Assembly (PACE). 

Brenner, the author of the report 

the PACE resolution was based 

on, told a press conference that 

Hungary was one of the European 

countries that regularly ranked low 

in surveys of academic freedom and 

autonomy, along with Azerbaijan, 

Russia and Turkey. 

Freedom of education is one of 

the most important conservative 

values, Brenner said. Brenner said 

the tendency to revamp educational 

systems on a “purely neoliberal, 

economic basis” was a wide-spread 

negative trend in Europe. Regarding 

Hungary, Brenner criticised the 

recent restructuring of tertiary 

education and the separation of 

certain research institutes from 

the main body of the Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences. He said that 

whereas the government’s policy 

of placing the operation of some 

higher-education institutions into 

the hands of foundations was not 

in itself wrong in principle, the 

Hungarian implementation of the 

method involved the foundations 

making all the decisions that, in a 

democracy, were usually delegated 

to university representatives. 

HI-RES X-RAY IMAGE SENT 
THROUGH VODAFONE’S 5G 
NETWORK

A Hungarian electrical engineering 

student has become the first in the 

country to send a high-resolution X-ray 

image electronically through a 5G 

network with the support of medical 

device producer Innomed Medical, 

Vodafone and the Hungarian media 

authority NMHH. The innovative data 

transfer initiated by Róbert Varga of 

Győr’s Széchenyi István University is set 

to open up “new horizons” in distance 

diagnostics, Innomed president 

Endre Dévai told a press conference. 

Dévai called Varga’s project “vital” for 

the quick medical analysis of X-ray 

images. Janka Aranyos Börcs, the 

director-general of NMHH, noted 

that 5G mobile networks are capable 

of transferring data at speeds that had 

not been possible until now. Varga 

said the time saved by being able to 

transfer large files almost immediately 

could end up saving lives.

AIR QUALITY WORSENS  
IN HUNGARIAN CITIES

Air quality has deteriorated across 

Hungary due to a high concentration 

of airborne particulates, the National 

Public Health Centre (NNK) has 

said. NNK declared air quality to be 

“dangerous” in Putnok, in northeast 

Hungary. Air quality has deteriorated 

to unhealthy levels in several towns 

and cities nationwide, including 

Kazincbarcika, Miskolc, Pécs and 

Várpalota, NNK said.   Concentrations 

of particulates are also considered to 

be too high in the cities of Budapest, 

Székesfehérvár, Veszprém, Győr, 

Sopron and other towns, NNK said. 

NNK advised vulnerable groups such 

as children, people suffering from a 

chronic illness and the elderly in those 

cities to spend less time outdoors as 

no improvement in air quality is likely 

over the next few days.


