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Efforts to curb the spread of the coronavirus will focus on targeted mass testing of essential workers and on keeping schools 

operational this week, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said on Monday morning, after meeting the operative body responsible 

for handling the epidemic. “We are fighting in schools and kindergartens so that they can remain open,” Orbán said in a 

video posted on Facebook. He said the public education system had “withstood the challenges last week, and we hope 

it will do so this week too.” 

The majority of the 47,000 employees in social care homes and 191,000 in public education facilities are expected to sign 

up for the testing, which is voluntary, Orbán said. In order to complete such a task, 2,000 university students have been 

employed, he added.

Meanwhile, a daily timeframe for shoppers older than 65 is being reintroduced from Tuesday with the aim of protecting 

the elderly from the coronavirus epidemic.

The prime minister is emphasising the importance of keeping schools and kindergartens 
open.

ORBÁN: MASS TESTING, SCHOOLS IN FOCUS

Parliamentary committees meet

European Parliament holds plenary 
session

Coronavirus updates

M
TI

/G
yö

rg
y 

Va
rg

a

Viola blooming in western Hungary
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SHOPPING HOURS FOR 
ELDERLY REINTRODUCED

A daily timeframe for shoppers 

older than 65 is being reintroduced 

from Tuesday with the aim of 

protecting the elderly from the 

coronavirus epidemic, according 

to the Government Information 

Centre. Between 9am and 11am on 

weekdays and 8am and 10am on 

weekends, customers below that 

age are banned from shopping in 

grocery shops, household chemists 

and pharmacies, the centre said 

in a statement. Senior citizens will 

have the right to shop at any time, 

according to the decree which was 

promulgated after agreement with 

the Council of the Elderly. Senior 

citizens are asked to avoid crowded, 

enclosed spaces and, where possible, 

should ask their relatives or even the 

municipality to help with shopping, 

the statement said.

91 CORONAVIRUS 
FATALITIES, INFECTIONS 
UP 3,334

Fully 91 Covid patients, mostly elderly 

and suffering from an underlying 

illness, have died in the past 24 hours 

and coronavirus infections have risen 

by 3,334 to 177,952, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said. Altogether 3,891 Covid patients 

have died since the appearance of 

coronavirus in Hungary, while 43,339 

have made a recovery. There are 

currently 130,722 active infections 

and 7,461 patients are in hospital, 627 

on ventilators. Fully 42,071 people are 

in official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests stands at 1,518,158.

Altogether 71 schools in Hungary 

have suspended teaching due to 

the coronavirus in Hungary, while 

43 schools are providing education 

online, a government official on 

Monday told the press conference of 

the operative body responsible for 

handling the coronavirus epidemic. 

Another 388 individual classes have 

introduced digital education in 

schools that still provide a portion of 

their teaching in the classroom, State 

Secretary Zoltán Maruzsa said.

Meanwhile, Róbert Kiss, a member 

of the operative body, said that many 

restaurants, bars and shops were still 

flouting mandatory closing times 

imposed last week. Over the weekend, 

the authorities had to close down five 

Budapest shops and restaurants for 

thirty days, he said. 

Chief Medical Officer Cecília Müller 

noted that the targeted testing of 

essential workers started in social care 

institutions on Friday. From Monday, 

health-care workers and teachers are 

also being tested with antigen rapid 

tests, she said.

JUSTICE MIN: EU COURT 
DISCUSSES ‘STOP SOROS’ 
LAW

The European Court on Monday 

discussed some aspects of the 

“Stop Soros” law package in light of 

infringement proceedings launched 

against Hungary in 2018, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said on Facebook. 

Objections raised include provisions 

in the Penal Code that criminalise 

aiding and abetting illegal migration, 

Varga noted. The minister accused the 

European Commission of expecting 

Hungary, thereby, to essentially give 

its support for human trafficking. Varga 

said it had been apparent since 2015 

that Brussels wanted to deprive EU 

member states that refuse to take in 

illegal migrants of their funding. She 

said the court procedure was “yet 

another shining example” of this. She 

vowed that the Hungarian government 

would “continue to protect the 

borders of Hungary and Europe and 

do everything in its power” to stop 

international migrant corridors from 

being established.

FINANCE MINISTER: GOVT 
MEASURES TO FACILITATE 
MANAGING FINANCIAL 
MATTERS

The government would soon take 

steps to make managing financial 

matters easier and cheaper, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga said on 

Facebook. Varga said 20 measures, 

based on recommendations of the 

economic operative corps, the body 

coordinating Hungary’s response 

to the fallout of the coronavirus 

pandemic, could be codified soon. 

Cutting back on the use of cash and 

expanding online administrative 

services will support economic 

recovery, he said.



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu3

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Zoltán Straky (Duna)

NOVEMBER 24, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

SZIJJÁRTÓ INAUGURATES 
INFORMATION OFFICE 
CRISIS MANAGEMENT 
CENTRE

The new crisis management 

centre of the Information Office 

(IH), Hungary’s civilian intelligence 

agency, shows the technological 

and organisational development 

under way in the sector, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said at the 

inauguration event in Budapest. 

Szijjártó said that a “new world order 

is emerging” which will set new tasks 

for the intelligence services.

After “a financial crisis, natural 

disasters, migration waves and 

unprecedented terrorist threat” 

experienced in Europe in the past 12 

years, the coronavirus pandemic in 

2020 posed “the greatest challenge 

ever faced,” he said. The health-care 

systems of “even the largest, richest 

countries are bursting at the seams,” 

and the world economy is facing 

severe setbacks, he said.

Terrorism has gained momentum 

recently, Szijjártó said. The digital 

solutions in public education due 

to the pandemic offer terrorists an 

opportunity to launch cyber-attacks 

and to spread extremist views more 

effectively, Szijjártó added.

The number of cyber-attacks has 

grown by 30% in the first half of 2020, 

with some of those attacks targeting 

critical infrastructure, he said. 

The new state-of-the-art crisis 

management centre operating 

around the clock gives Hungary 

the opportunity to give a real time 

response, he said. 

The 1.5 billion forint (EUR 4.1m) 

centre “is a good investment, because 

modern intelligence services are 

inconceivable without such a facility,” 

Szijjártó said. In his speech, Szijjártó 

noted that IH’s education and training 

centre had been inaugurated in May, 

and two centres within six months “is 

a good indicator of the development 

of the sector”.

DILIGENT TO BUILD 
PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 
CENTRE IN BUDAPEST

US software company Diligent is 

building an 11.3 billion forint (EUR 

31.2m) global product development 

centre in Budapest, Péter Szijjártó, 

the foreign affairs and trade minister, 

said on Monday. The Hungarian 

government is supporting the 

investment, which will create 300 

jobs, with a 2.8 billion forint grant, 

Szijjártó said. The company is looking 

to hire software developers, ERP 

developers as well as IT service and 

support professionals, the minister 

said. Hungary entered the global race 

for job-creating investments at just the 

right time, Szijjártó said, adding that 

the competition was getting tougher. 

The success Hungary has enjoyed so 

far indicates that thanks to its efforts 

over the last ten years, the Hungarian 

economy is among the winners of 

the new era of the global economy, 

he added.

LMP PROPOSAL TO 
PROTECT LOCAL COUNCILS 
AGAINST SUSPENSION  
OF BUSINESS TAX

Opposition LMP will submit a bill to 

parliament to support local councils, 

which the party said “would collapse” 

if the government went through 

with the planned suspension of the 

local business tax. Speaking at a press 

conference, party group leader László 

Lóránt Keresztes noted a proposal by 

the chamber of commerce and industry 

on scrapping local business tax, a 

source of revenue for local authorities. 

Keresztes insisted that Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s “certain speeches” had 

confirmed the government’s intention 

to act on the plan. Due to cuts to their 

funding, local councils are already 

struggling to provide basic services 

such as road maintenance, lighting and 

drinking water, he said.

LMP’s bill defines the duties of 

local councils during a pandemic and 

obliges the government to provide 

funding, Keresztes said. It also calls 

on the government to withdraw 

restrictions already affecting local 

councils, he added. Keresztes said the 

party had consulted 130 local mayors. 

Even mayors of ruling Fidesz rejected 

the chamber’s proposal, he said.


