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Deutsch said that the aim is to force Hungary into letting in migrants and recognising same-sex marriages, while hiding 

behind the rule of law in a manner that is “untruthful and vexing”. A fundamental condition of ensuring equal rights for 

member states is that everyone’s opinion matters on the most important issues and that everyone’s interests and positions 

are respected, he said. The EU is founded on the effective cooperation of nation states, and the badge of this success can 

only be to remain on this path, he said. It is by no accident that the EU Treaties require unanimity of member states’ heads 

of government and state on the most important decisions, he added. If a member state vetoes a decision, it is simply 

exercising its right to communicate that there is still no unanimity.

Deutsch said a consensus must be reached for the start of the EU’s next seven-year budget and the 750 billion euro recovery 

fund, “so a consensus will be reached no matter how contentious many are at present”.  He said there is no way around 

Hungary’s and Poland’s veto. 

By linking European Union funding to the criteria of rule of law, an EU tyranny could 
take the place of the decades of communist tyranny, Tamás Deutsch, an MEP of ruling 
Fidesz-KDNP, said on public radio on Sunday.

DeUTSCH: eU TYrANNY CoULD TAKe PLACe oF 
CommUNIST TYrANNY

eU foreign ministers meet in brussels

Coronavirus updates

Parliament meets
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Ice coated plants in Sátormeg Stream in northern Hungary



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

November 23, 2020
morNING ISSUe AM

GovT DeCLAreS Free 
overNIGHT PArKING AT 
CommerCIAL GArAGeS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán signed a 

new government decree on Saturday 

evening that makes parking easier 

during the coronavirus state of 

emergency, the PM’s press chief told MTI.

The decree, which comes into force 

on November 23, makes commercial 

P+Rs, parking garages and parking lots 

in residential areas free of charge from 

7:00 in the evening until 7:00 in the 

morning, Bertalan Havasi said. Operators 

must provide for use of the parking 

areas free of charge during that period, 

he added. A separate government 

resolution will make parking in public 

areas owned by budget-funded 

institutions and the state open to the 

public, free of charge, between 7:00 in 

the evening and 7:00 in the morning.

In the resolution, the government 

asks local councils to do the same for 

municipality-owned parking areas and 

inform residents of the measure within 

48 hours.

bUDAPeST mAYor 
ANNoUNCeS CoST-
CUTTING meASUreS

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony on 

Friday announced a series of measures 

aimed at reducing the municipal council’s 

expenditures. The measures include the 

merger of five city council-run companies 

and reducing the number of city council 

committees, Karácsony said on Facebook. 

Municipal parks manager Főkert, the 

Budapest Funeral Institute, metropolitan 

chimney sweeping company FŐKÉTÜSZ, 

Budapest’s public works company FKF, 

district heating company Főtáv and the 

Budapest City Administration Holding 

Company (BVH) will be merged into a 

single public works company, the mayor 

said. The company’s CEO will be Imre 

Mártha effective January 1, 2021, he 

added. Karácsony also said that Katalin 

Walter will be appointed CEO of Budapest 

transport authority BKK effective Jan. 1.

CoroNAvIrUS - 111 
FATALITIeS, INFeCTIoNS 
UP 4,320

Fully 111 Covid patients, mostly elderly 

and suffering from an underlying 

illness, have died in the past 24 hours 

and coronavirus infections have risen 

by 4,320 to 174,618, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Sunday. Altogether 3,800 Covid 

patients have died since the appearance 

of coronavirus in Hungary, while 

42,915 have made a recovery. There 

are currently 127,903 active infections 

and 7,278 patients are in hospital, 618 

on ventilators. Fully 42,370 people are 

in official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests stands at 1,502,847.

FIDeSZ-KDNP To CALL 
eLDerLY SUPPorTerS, 
oFFer ASSISTANCe

Representatives of ruling Fidesz-KDNP 

and their volunteers will start calling 

elderly supporters, who have agreed to 

be contacted, to ask if they need help 

or just a few words of encouragement 

during the coronavirus epidemic, 

Fidesz’s communications director 

said in a video message on Saturday. 

István Hollik said that in these difficult 

times lending an ear, showing some 

concern and offering to help is of 

special significance. “Let’s watch out 

for each other and especially for the 

elderly, because every life counts!” he 

added.

DK UrGeS eC To bLoCK 
HUNGArY From USING 
rUSSIAN vACCINe

The opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) is calling on the 

European Commission to prevent 

the Hungarian government from 

“experimenting” on Hungarians 

with the Russian Covid vaccine, the 

party’s MEP said at an online press 

conference on Saturday.

“We will not be the guinea pigs 

of the Russians or any other power,” 

Sándor Rónai said, adding that they 

would not allow an experiment 

on Hungarian people using an 

“unknown and risky” vaccine. 

“Beyond that the Hungarian testing 

of the vaccine undermines trust 

in vaccines,” he said, the Russian 

vaccine could find its way to other 

European countries, without any 

European inspection or licence. He 

acknowledged the importance to 

DK of getting a vaccine as soon as 

possible, but said more important is 

that the vaccine should work and be 

safe. Rónai said “it is more important 
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for [Prime Minister] Viktor Orbán to 

be in the good graces of dictators 

than the health of the Hungarians”.  

He said it is not only a problem that 

many participants in the Russian 

experiments got the coronavirus 

after they were vaccinated, but that 

without clinical trials, the side effects 

of the vaccine are not known.

rULING PArTIeS: GeorGe 
SoroS GUIDeS THe 
HUNGArIAN LeFT WING, Too

US financier George Soros has set the 

direction of the Hungarian left wing 

as well as of European Union leaders: 

“first calling local sources of fake news 

brave, then backing a joint left-wing list 

of candidates”, a KDNP MP said in the 

name of the ruling Fidesz-KDNP in a 

video message on Saturday.

Lőrinc Nacsa, the spokesman for 

the parliamentary group of KDNP, 

said Soros had once again made a 

public declaration that steps against 

Hungary must be taken. “Thus the 

Soros list is prepared: the leader 

of the left wing Ferenc Gyurcsány 

draws up the list on the instruction 

of George Soros, and starting with 

[opposition] DK to MSZP to Jobbik 

to LMP and to Momentum, all the 

way to [Budapest Mayor] Gergely 

Karácsony’s party, all will sign up for 

the list,” Nacsa said. He said the left-

wing parties are bound together by 

their support for immigration, “just 

as George Soros attacks Hungary, 

because the Hungarians have said 

no to immigration,” he added.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY 
GeTS FAvIPIrAvIr  
From JAPAN

Another delivery of 1 million 

tablets of medicine with the active 

ingredient favipiravir, a drug used to 

treat coronavirus patients, arrived in 

Hungary on Saturday, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in a video posted 

on his social media page on Saturday. 

He stressed the importance of keeping 

inventories of the drug well-stocked, 

and said supplies of favipiravir are 

coming from Asia.

bKK: bUDAPeST PUbLIC 
TrANSPorT rUNS AT FULL 
CAPACITY IN PeAK HoUrS 

In line with a request by the Budapest 

government office, all public transport 

services of the Budapest Transport 

Centre (BKK) have been running at 

full capacity during morning and 

afternoon peak travel periods since 

mid-November, BKK said in reaction to 

complaints by the government office.

The office said on Friday that 

BKK had not complied with the 

government decision to increase 

service frequency, adding less than 

3 % to capacity on just 24 lines. The 

office also said BKK had failed to 

submit documentation on those 

measures that could be evaluated. 

BKK said late on Friday that contrary 

to the government office’s claims, 

the frequency of 28 services had 

been increased and that the relevant 

documents had been submitted 

to the government office. Changes 

have been implemented in two steps 

since September 1, it added. During 

the afternoon peak hours of 3pm to 

7pm, BKK operates the highest number 

of services in its core network, the 

transport centre said.

HUmAN reSoUrCeS 
mINISTer PAYS TrIbUTe 
To HeALTH-CAre 
WorKerS

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler paid tribute to the staff of 

health-care and social institutions 

for their outstanding performance 

facing the challenge of the epidemic 

in a message on his social media page 

on Sunday

“The heroic performance of the 

doctors, nurses and social caregivers 

working for the most vulnerable of our 

compatriots maintains the hope of our 

society in the present and even more 

so in the future,” Kásler said. He said 

frontline health-care workers are the 

“embodiment of the greatest ideal of 

the state of Hungary’s thousand-year 

history: perseverance and the noble 

struggle for survival”.

bUDAPeST LAUNCHeS CT-, 
mr-SCAN ProGrAmme

Budapest has launched a CT- and MR-

scan programme that will shorten 

waiting lists and result in faster 

diagnoses, the Mayor’s Office said on 

Sunday.
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The office noted that the central 

government earlier pledged 50 

billion forints (EUR 139m) for health-

care developments to Budapest as 

a condition for getting the capital’s 

approval for the construction of an 

athletics stadium.

Now 2 billion forints of that support 

has arrived and is being used to cover 

additional orders for 31,770 CT scans 

and 9,846 MR scans. Those numbers 

are up 88% and 62%, respectively, from 

a year earlier, the office noted. 

A “7+3-days” rules has also been 

introduced, ensuring patients 

suspected of having tumours can get 

a scan in seven days and the results 

within three days after that.

The Mayor’s Office said Hungary 

has the highest tumour rate in the 

European Union, according to data 

from Eurostat. Cancer is the second 

leading cause of death in Hungary, 

it added. The office said every fourth 

death could be prevented or treated. 

Last year, cancer was the cause of 5,488 

of the 21,000 deaths in Budapest.

LmP: GovT WANTS To 
‘CHoKe’ LoCAL CoUNCILS

Opposition LMP believes the 

government doesn’t want to help 

small- and medium-sized enterprises 

by suspending the local business tax, 

rather it wants to “choke” local councils, 

the party’s co-leader said at an online 

press conference on Facebook on 

Sunday. Máté Kanász-Nagy said that 

even though Hungarian Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry chairman 

László Parragh, “the government’s 

shadow minister”, brought up the 

idea, it was really Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán who thought it up with the 

intention of avenging the opposition’s 

success in municipal council elections. 

He said that waiving the local business 

tax would create an 800 billion 

forint (EUR 2.2bn) shortfall for local 

governments, making the provision 

of municipal services impossible.

LMP continues to press for wage 

support, waiving social insurance 

contributions and introducing 

preferential credit for sole proprietors, 

Kanász-Nagy said. The government 

ought to offer direct subsidies to SMEs, 

instead of multinationals, he added.

momeNTUm CoUNTY reP 
JoINS DK

Szilveszter Benedek, a representative 

of Veszprém County, in the northwest 

of the country, is leaving opposition 

Momentum to join the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) and will 

guide the party’s farm policy in future, 

DK chairman Ferenc Gyurcsány said at 

a press conference on Facebook on 

Sunday.

Gyurcsány said Benedek, a 33-year-

old agricultural engineer, would join 

DK from Sunday. Benedek, who also 

joined the press conference, said he 

decided to switch parties because 

he felt that he could do far more 

to achieve a successful and fairer 

farm policy with DK. Benedek said 

today’s system often treats people 

who really live from the land the 

worst, which is why he wants equal 

opportunity in the sector and seeks 

to further boost its international 

competitiveness, too.

e-bIKe SUbSIDY 
APPLICATIoNS ACCePTeD 
From moNDAY

The ministry of innovation and 

technology is inviting applications 

for 1 billion forints (EUR 2.8m) in grant 

money to support the purchase of 

bicycles with auxiliary electric motors 

from Monday. The first round of the 

tender will run from November 23 until 

27, the ministry said. Another round 

will follow each month until next 

October or until the allocation runs 

out, it added.

As the scheme primarily aims to help 

individuals commute to work, using 

environmentally transport, applicants 

must certify they are employed or have 

a source of regular income. The grants 

cover up to half of purchases cost up to 

90,000 forints for e-bikes with cadence 

sensors and 150,000 forints for e-bikes 

with torque sensors.


