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Europe has a hard time understanding that, unlike the United States and China, it is incapable of “fundamentally changing 

the rules of the game”, Viktor Orbán told the 15th annual Bled Strategic Forum. One reason for this is that Europe still does 

not have a joint military supported by science and innovation hubs that could serve as “the engines of technological 

advancement”, he said. Answering a question, the prime minister said Hungary’s political scene was characterised by 

a “battle for intellectual sovereignty”, adding that his government was fighting to enforce its Christian Democratic and 

conservative approach to democracy as against liberalist views. “We’re fighting so that European institutions and politics 

can be looked at from more than one point of view and so that we can engage in debates on ideas such as family, nation, 

cultural traditions, religion and migration,” Orbán said. Hungarian democracy “is at least as good as German or Italian 

democracy”, and it complies with European norms, the prime minister added.

Europe “is in trouble” as it has still not managed to define its new place in the global 
economy, the Hungarian prime minister said at an international foreign policy forum 
at Lake Bled, in Slovenia.
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Leaders at Bled Forum: Boyko Borisov, Andrej Plenković,  Aleksandar Vučić, 
Janez Jansa, Viktor Orbán, Andrej Babiš , Mateusz Morawiecki
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ORBÁN: EUROPEAN ONLY 
SUCCESSFUL IF NATIONAL 
STATES STRONG

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said at the 

Bled Strategic Forum that solidarity 

led to shared success, but European 

countries could not be successful 

together if they were not successful 

on their own. The economic and 

political success of individual European 

nations is not the antithesis of shared 

European success but rather one of its 

preconditions and building blocks, he 

insisted. Orbán said the key elements 

to the European Union’s future success 

would be its capacity to form a joint 

military, the accession of Serbia to the 

bloc and the creation of a competitive 

economy spearheaded by central 

Europe.

The forum in Bled, in north-western 

Slovenia, is a major foreign policy 

event bringing together the heads 

of state and government and foreign 

ministers of several countries. The main 

topics on this year’s agenda are the 

challenges and opportunities faced by 

Europe in light of the novel coronavirus 

pandemic and Brexit.

ORBÁN: CENTRAL EUROPE 
LED BY POLAND  
PROMISES SUCCESS 

Europe has failed to make decisions 

in recent years to boost its 

competitiveness, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán told Hungarian journalists at 

Lake Bled, in Slovenia, on Monday. 

But central European economies, at 

least, are primed to become success 

stories, he added.  Participants in the 

Bled Strategic Forum agreed on three 

priorities, Orbán said. Serbia should be 

allowed to join the European Union 

as soon as possible. “The structure of 

Europe’s security is incomplete without 

Serbia,” he said, noting that the country 

is a transit route for migrants. He said 

the EU was to blame for leaving Serbia 

hanging. “Everybody knows that Serbia 

is important, but Europe’s leadership 

lacks political courage ... to make 

decisions that cross this important 

threshold.”

The forum also focused on the link 

between security and the economy, 

Orbán said, arguing that “the US and 

China have left the EU behind because 

they have the military capacity to 

ensure continuous scientific renewal.” 

He said landmark achievements were 

usually rooted in military research in 

today’s world. Europe will catch up 

with world powers only if it creates a 

joint defence coupled with scientific 

research, he said. 

The competitiveness of European 

products was also discussed, Orbán 

said, adding that those goods are 

no longer as attractive because 

“their quality is not as good, they are 

overpriced, the taxes are too high and 

there is too much red tape”. Europe’s 

economy needs streamlining to be 

competitive, he said. “The problems 

have long been identified but action 

has not been taken,” he added.

“The good news”, he said, was 

that under Poland’s leadership, the 

economies of the Visegrad Group 

and the region as a whole were 

hugely promising. Notwithstanding 

the pandemic and a need to fight hard 

for jobs and investments, the region’s 

prospects in terms of international 

competitiveness appeared brighter 

than those of the rest of the EU, he 

insisted.

Orbán said he looked forward to 

working with Slovenia’s government, 

now there was a right-wing, nationalist 

administration in power. He noted that 

the two governments were working 

out the details of a scheme under 

which the Slovenian government 

financially supports the Hungarian 

national minority in Prekmurje 

(Muravidek) while the Hungarian 

government does the same in 

Rabavidek. In other words, he said, 

there was a personal commitment by 

the two countries’ respective leaders 

to improving the fate of Slovenians 

in Hungary and vice-versa. Orbán 

said the left wing in both countries 

were attacking the policies of their 

respective nationalist governments. 

Generally, he added, Hungarian-

Slovenian cooperation was better 

than ever.

FILM, DRAMA UNIVERSITY 
LEADERSHIP RESIGNS 
OVER ‘LOSS  
OF AUTONOMY’ 

The senate and leadership of 

Budapest’s University of Theatre and 

Film Arts (SZFE) announced their 

resignation, saying the foundation 
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set to take over the university on 

Tuesday under a government 

decree had deprived them of “all 

essential powers”. The outgoing 

officials said “any appearance of the 

leadership’s independence can only be 

maintained by making unacceptable 

compromises”. They vowed not to 

take up any position at the helm of 

the university “until its autonomy is 

restored”.

László Upor and Eszter Novák, 

both outgoing deputy rectors of 

the university, said the university’s 

leadership was being forced to operate 

“without any relevant information or 

real options” at their disposal during 

the transition period. Among other 

issues, they complained of not 

receiving any official notification of 

changes in the regulations of the SZFE’s 

operating body, and said their own 

proposals on key areas of supervision 

and management had been rejected 

out of hand, Novak said.  Autonomy 

is key in an effective cooperation, 

and the recently re-written statutes 

of the SZFE exclude that, they said. 

Gábor Németh, the rector’s advisor, 

said the new documents curb 

the university’s independence in 

leadership and organisational issues, 

in finance, economy, as well as in 

staffing. Academic and educational 

freedom are also in danger, he said. 

The Innovation and Technology 

Ministry announced in June that the 

SZFE’s operations will be taken over 

by a foundation from Sept. 1, in line 

with a broader scheme under way to 

place certain universities under the 

authority of semi-private foundations. 

Attila Vidnyánszky, the director of the 

National Theatre, has been appointed 

to head the institution’s supervisory 

board, sparking protests from many 

teachers and students.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: C EUROPE 
POISED FOR COMPETITIVE 
ADVANTAGE IN COMING 
YEARS

The central European region is in a 

position to gain a big competitive 

advantage in the coming years, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told 

Hungarian reporters on the sidelines 

of the 15th Bled Strategic Forum, in 

north-western Slovenia.

The novel coronavirus pandemic 

presents a historic challenge for 

the European Union, Szijjártó said, 

adding, at the same time, that the 

coming years “could be all about 

central Europe”. The controversial but 

“extremely sensible” economic and 

immigration policies pursued by the 

central European countries would give 

the region a competitive advantage in 

terms of security, political stability and 

economic growth “that could allow 

us to be more successful in the global 

economic competition than Europe on 

average”, he said.

He said the coronavirus has triggered 

fierce competition for a redistribution 

of global economic capacities, noting 

that the pandemic had forced leading 

multinational companies to close 

down many of their plants and service 

centres around the world.  Future 

competition will be about attracting 

more investments and preserving 

jobs in the most effective way, Szijjártó 

said. Hungary is poised to enter 

that competition “with great self-

confidence and a clear hope of success”, 

as a member of a central European 

cooperation, he said.  As a result of its 

reasonable economic policy, including 

continued tax cuts, Hungary has 

become one of the most competitive 

investment locations in Europe, Szijjártó 

said, adding that the country’s aim was 

to maintain a high rate of investments 

and attract an increasing number of 

investment projects by multinational 

companies. Talks “with excellent 

prospects” are under way with several 

potential investors, he said, pledging 

to announce concrete projects in the 

next months. “Close cooperation with 

countries in central Europe will boost 

Hungary’s values and strength, and their 

success is also in Hungary’s interest,” 

Szijjártó said, adding that he discussed 

this objective with his Polish, Croatian 

and Slovenian counterparts in Bled.

DECREE BANS FOREIGN 
ENTRY TO HUNGARY

A decree issued by the prime minister 

banning entry to Hungary by foreign 

nationals, with some exceptions, has 

been published in the official gazette 

Magyar Közlöny. The ban, taking 

effect on Sept. 1 to contain the spread 

of the coronavirus, was announced 

on Friday. Exceptions to the ban 

are made for foreigners on official 

business involving state organisations, 
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those certified to receive health care, 

students with a certification from an 

educational institution, lorry drivers 

returning home, visitors taking part in 

family events such as weddings, and 

participants of international sporting, 

cultural or church events. Foreigners 

whose applications for entry are 

approved must go into a mandatory 

14-day quarantine which may be 

lifted only after two negative Covid-19 

tests taken at least 48 hours apart. The 

decree allows for the unrestricted entry 

by foreign executives or employees 

of Hungarian companies as well as of 

foreign companies registered in some 

designated countries. A separate 

decree issued by the interior minister 

specifies those designated countries 

as “any country”. Foreign commuters 

residing no more than 30km from the 

Hungarian border are allowed entry into 

the country for periods of no more than 

24 hours. Foreign travellers in transit are 

also allowed entry into the country if 

they can certify their destinations and 

reasons for travel. They must remain 

on designated travel routes and must 

leave the country within 24 hours. 

The decree stipulates that Hungarians 

returning from abroad must also go into 

a mandatory 14-day quarantine. The 

quarantine may be lifted only after the 

arrival produces two negative Covid-19 

tests taken at least 48 hours apart.

Czech citizens with negative 

coronavirus tests will be allowed into 

Hungary after Sept. 1, if the test results 

are not older than five days, Foreign 

Minister Peter Szijjarto said in a post 

on Facebook on Monday. Czech Prime 

Minister Andrej Babis and Hungarian 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán had talks 

in Bled, Slovenia, on Monday, and 

agreed to exempt from the ban Czech 

citizens who had already booked 

their accommodation in Hungary for 

September, Szijjártó said. 

ONE PATIENT DIES, 
REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
UP BY 178 IN HUNGARY

An elderly Covid-19 patient has died, 

while the number of registered 

coronavirus infections in Hungary 

has risen by 178 to 6,139 over the past 

24 hours, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Monday morning. The number of 

fatalities has increased to 615, and 3,761 

people have made a recovery.

There are 1,763 active infections and 

103 coronavirus patients are being 

treated in hospital for Covid-19, seven 

on ventilators. Fully 8,982 people are in 

official home quarantine and 428,150 

tests have been carried out.

The site warned Hungarians to 

observe social distancing guidelines and 

hygiene regulations. The government 

has decided to close borders to 

foreigners starting on September 

1, re-introducing border protection 

measures in force during the first wave 

of the epidemic. Under the decision 

Hungarians returning from abroad will 

have to self-quarantine for 14 days, or 

until they produce two negative tests 

taken two days apart. Most infections 

have been registered in Budapest (2,700), 

followed by Pest County (869) and 

the counties of Fejér (435), Komárom-

Esztergom (334) and Zala (286). Békés 

County has the fewest infections (25).

PÁRBESZÉD CALLS FOR 
MASS CORONAVIRUS 
TESTING FREE OF CHARGE

The opposition Parbeszed will submit a 

draft resolution to parliament aimed at 

introducing mass testing for the novel 

coronavirus free of charge, as well as at 

ensuring that the upcoming UEFA Super 

Cup soccer match is held in Budapest 

behind closed doors, group leader Tímea 

Szabó said.  Referring to the rapidly 

increasing number of infections, Szabó 

urged measures to prevent “complete 

the closure of the country and seizure 

of the economy”.  According to the 

proposal, people in official quarantine 

and their contacts could be tested so 

that they “do not have to sit at home for 

14 days”. The tests should be provided 

free of charge because “a family of four 

could pay up to 240,000 forints (EUR 674) 

to get tested”, she added.  Also, people 

in quarantine should be able work from 

home rather than being given sick leave, 

she added. Meanwhile, the Párbeszéd 

politician called on the government to 

order the next UEFA match to be played 

behind closed doors rather than in 

the presence of “6,000 foreign fans” in 

Hungary.

KOVÁCS: RESTRICTIONS 
AIMED AT PROTECTING 
HEALTH, SAFETY

Restrictions effective in Hungary from 

Tuesday in connection with an uptick 
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in coronavirus cases are aimed at 

protecting the health of Hungarians 

and ensuring their safety, the state 

secretary in charge of international 

communications and relations said. 

Zoltán Kovács said the government is 

working to take timely action based 

on its own experiences during the 

first wave of the novel coronavirus 

epidemic as well as lessons learnt 

from international experience. Kovács 

said that a mobile application of 

koronavirus.gov.hu would be available 

from Tuesday to ensure better access 

to public information. 

László Balázs, head of the Border 

Police, said traffic will be checked at 

67 border crossings from midnight. 

As a general rule, only Hungarian 

citizens will be allowed to enter the 

country, but they will also be required 

to enter quarantine for a period of 

two weeks. People could be released 

from quarantine earlier if they present 

negative results of two tests taken in 

Hungary, within 48 hours. The results 

of tests taken in other countries shall 

not be accepted, he added.  Non-

Hungarians wishing to enter can apply 

to the police for a permit at police.hu, 

Balázs said.

MATOLCSY OUTLINES 
2020S CHALLENGES

The government can turn a blind eye 

to deficit and public debt targets for 

a couple of years but these targets 

must be restored from 2022, György 

Matolcsy, the governor of Hungary’s 

central bank, has said. “Hungary has 

financial resources from the [European 

Union], the NBH, the banking system, 

and the savings of households and 

businesses that are unmatched in 

the country’s economic history,” 

the National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

governor said in an article published 

by Novekedes.hu. These resources will 

tide the country over for a while, but 

in the longer term the “temptation” to 

veer away from the proven recipe of 

“balance and growth” must be resisted, 

he added.

Preserving social cooperation 

and political stability is the “most 

important” challenge at hand, he 

said. But a strategy for achieving 

convergence with the rest of the 

European Union is also needed while 

maintaining fiscal discipline, he said, 

adding that Hungary should aim to 

reach Austria’s level of economic 

development and quality of life by 

2030. “This may not happen by 2030, 

but a clear timetable must be followed 

in the coming 20-25 years: lacking this, 

we face the historical risk of never 

fully implementing convergence.” To 

achieve convergence, he proposed a 

“revolution of competitiveness” and 

a strategy that is “clear, deployable, 

achievable and flexible”.

KARÁCSONY: BUDAPEST 
RING ROAD TO RECEIVE 
PERMANENT BIKE LANE

Budapest’s Ring Road linking Petőfi 

Bridge and Margaret Bridge, a main 

thoroughfare in the city centre, will 

be revamped to provide a permanent 

bike lane and two lanes for cars 

on the most frequented stretch, 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said. In a compromise “designed 

to give everyone something”, the 

southern half of the Ring Road will 

have two lanes for cars and bike lanes 

on either side, but no parking area 

on the edge of the road, Karácsony 

said. From Blaha Lujza Square to 

northern Margaret Bridge, cars will 

have one lane in each direction, 

alongside bike lanes and parking 

areas, he added. The municipality 

set up a temporary bike lane on Ring 

Road between Váci and Üllői Streets 

in April, during the first wave of the 

coronavirus lockdown. Car traffic was 

restricted to one lane in that area. 

Karácsony said the municipality had 

conducted widespread consultation 

on cycle lanes in Budapest, adding 

that the number of cyclists in the city 

was larger than ever. The Budapest 

Mobility Plan, accepted during the 

mayoralty of Karacsony’s predecessor, 

István Tarlós, had aimed to raise cycle 

traffic within the city to ten percent, he 

said. “We have taken big steps in that 

direction in recent months,” he said. 

Earlier on Monday, Balázs Fürjes, the 

state secretary for the development 

of Budapest and the suburbs, called 

on Twitter for similar measures, adding 

that deliveries for shops and parking 

for the disabled should be maintained.

Samu Balogh, Karácsony’s cabinet 

office chief, said the changes will 

be implemented in the first half 

of September. The municipality 

will start planning extensive 
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developments along the Ring Road 

this autumn in terms of its role 

regarding the city’s trade, culture 

and image, he said.

CHARGES RAISED AGAINST 
MEMBERS OF INTL HUMAN 
SMUGGLING RING

The Budapest chief prosecutor has 

charged 14 people who, for several 

months, allegedly smuggled illegal 

immigrants from Romania to western 

Europe via Hungary. According to 

a statement by the prosecutor’s 

office, a 46-year-old Jordanian and 

a 48-year-old Slovak national who 

had been living in Hungary for years 

ran a criminal organisation between 

October 2017 and March 2018, 

allegedly smuggling illegal migrants 

from outside the European Union 

from Romania to western Europe via 

Hungary. The two men hired drivers 

and other workers whom they tasked 

with hiding the mainly Iraqi and Iranian 

migrants until they could be moved to 

their next destination.  The Budapest 

chief prosecutor is seeking prison 

sentences, expulsion, fines and bans 

from participating in public affairs for 

the defendants.

KSH CONDUCTS TEST 
CENSUS IN PREP FOR 2021

The Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said it launched a representative pilot 

census in preparation for a full-fledged 

national survey in 2021. The survey 

running until Oct. 7 covers 14,000 

households in 72 localities. Participants 

will be asked about their place of 

residence, internet use practices and 

data protection knowledge. The 2021 

national census will be conducted 

between May 1 and June 28, KSH said 

in a statement.

KSH: HUNGARY 
INVESTMENT VOLUME 
DECLINES 9.9% IN Q2

Investment volume in Hungary 

contracted by an annual 9.9% in the 

second quarter, data released by the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) show.

In absolute terms, investment 

volume came to 2,298.4 billion 

forints (EUR 6.4bn). Private sector 

investments dropped by 12.1% to 

1,317.3 billion forints, while public 

sector investments dropped by 19.1% 

to 309.2 billion. KSH attributed the 

decline in public sector investments 

to a slowdown in European Union-

funded projects, while corporate 

investments were impacted by the 

unfavourable economic environment 

due to the pandemic.

KSH: HEALTH-CARE BONUS 
BOOSTS WAGE GROWTH 
TO 15.6% IN JUNE

A 500,000 forint (EUR 1,400) bonus 

for health-care professionals 

acknowledging their performance 

during the novel coronavirus epidemic 

lifted average wage growth in June 

to 15.6%, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said.

Wage growth accelerated from 

9.4% in May. In absolute terms, the 

average gross monthly wage stood 

at 421,700 forints. The average 

net wage was 280,500 forints. 

Calculating with twelve-month CPI 

of 2.9% in June, real wage growth 

stood at 12.3%.


