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Kásler said that school development projects worth a combined 100 billion forints (EUR 280m) were under way, financed 

from European Union funds and with a 10 billion forint contribution by the Hungarian government. 

Kásler said that families were “a national asset”, and added that 106,000 poor schoolchildren were given free equipment 

this year, purchased from a government allocation of 765 million forints. He added that the government had spent 4.6 

billion forints on revamp projects during the summer in preparation for the school year and to help prevention efforts 

against the coronavirus pandemic. 

Earlier in the day, Kásler told public Kossuth Rádió that schools would open in the traditional way but warned that coronavirus-

related restrictions must be taken “very seriously”. He said that children must keep a distance from one another, wear face 

masks and frequently wash their hands. Kásler said that classes could be sent home and shift to digital education should 

one or more children be infected, and added that in the unlikely case that “the infection appears in all classes” the school 

would be closed. 

The 2020-21 academic year will be “a year of schools, gyms, swimming pools and 
major renovation projects”, Miklós Kásler, the human resources minister, said at 
the central ceremony opening the school year, held this time in Kecskemét, in 
southeastern Hungary, on Sunday.
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Day and Night Open Festival in Szentendre, north of Budapest
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GULYÁS: HUNGARY TO 
CLOSE BORDERS TO 
FOREIGNERS FROM SEPT 1

The Hungarian government 

has decided to close borders to 

foreigners starting on September 

1, re-introducing the border 

protection measures in force during 

the first wave of the coronavirus 

epidemic, Gergely Gulyás, the head 

of the Prime Minister’s Office, told a 

press conference.  

Military convoys and business or 

diplomatic trips can be exempted 

from the regulations, he said. 

He added that the humanitarian 

corridor for commuters transiting 

Hungary would remain open. 

Sports events will be governed 

by strict regulations, the minister 

said. Hungarians returning from 

abroad will have to self-quarantine 

for 14 days, or until they produce 

two negative tests taken two days 

apart, he said. The measures are 

designed to ward off infections 

from abroad, Gulyás said. Hungary 

will have to prepare to protect its 

elderly citizens, children preparing 

for the start of the academic year 

and ensure continued economic 

performance, he said. 

Gulyás noted that the second 

wave of the pandemic had started 

in Europe, and the number of 

infections has also increased in 

Hungary. He added, however, that 

the situation was still better in 

Hungary than elsewhere. He said 

that the possibility of importing 

the virus was the greatest danger, 

but through closing the borders, 

wearing masks, social distancing 

and frequent disinfection of 

hands the virus could be kept 

under control. Gulyás said that the 

government has decided to send 

50 ventilators to Transcarpathia, 

and distribute them among local 

hospitals.  Concerning his own 

health, Gulyás said that he had 

tested negative for coronavirus 

twice, after which he was allowed 

to attend Friday’s government 

meeting. Gulyás had been 

quarantined since Wednesday, after 

attending a private event where one 

participant subsequently tested 

positive for Covid-19.

Concerning school opening 

celebrations, Gulyás said that the 

human resources ministry had not 

banned but did not recommend 

such events. The government was 

working to ensure conditions that 

schools are not closed down, but 

respective authorities will have 

the right to close a school down if 

necessary. 

Answering a question whether 

the government was mulling re-

introduction of restricted shopping 

hours for people over 65, Gulyas 

said that such restrictions were 

not planned for at least another 

month. New decisions will be made 

after the government’s “National 

Consultation” survey results are 

evaluated in mid-September, he 

said. 

Answering another question, he 

said that people travelling abroad 

will continue to meet the cost of 

a coronavirus test on returning 

home. “If someone travels abroad 

voluntarily, the cost of their tests 

should not be born by taxpayers,” 

he said.  He said that contacts of 

coronavirus patients could leave 

their quarantine if they have two 

negative tests, adding that the cost 

of those tests would be reimbursed. 

Gulyás said the government had 

no final scenario concerning the 

upcoming world soccer cup in 

Budapest, adding that it cannot 

be foreseen what the epidemic 

situation will be in four weeks’ 

time. Testing will continue as it 

has been done so far, along WHO 

guidelines, Gulyás said. Unlike in 

the spring, the healthcare system 

is now prepared to handle the 

epidemic, with 8,000 beds ready 

to receive coronavirus patients, 

he said. Starting September 1, 

the Hungarian authorities will 

only accept Hungarian tests, he 

said. Foreign students will have 

to produce negative tests to be 

allowed to study in Hungary, he 

said.  

Regarding the procurement of 

ventilators, Gulyás noted that the 

“market was turbulent” during the 

first wave, with “prices far from 

usual market prices”. The ventilators 

are marketable assets, and the 

Hungarian government would have 

been remiss in caution had it not 

bought as many as possible, he said. 
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ORBÁN REVIEWS BORDER 
PROTECTION MEASURES 
WITH OPERATIVE BOARD 

The border control action group within 

the national board coordinating efforts 

against the coronavirus pandemic 

reviewed technical details of newly 

introduced “strict border protection 

measures”, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said on Facebook on Saturday 

morning. 

Orbán warned that reining in the 

second wave of the epidemic called 

for “serious measures” in Hungary, 

adding that “if we cooperate as we 

did during the first wave, we will be 

able to stop the second,” which is 

“knocking on the door”. The prime 

minister said that the measures were 

primarily aimed at preventing the 

virus from being imported from other 

countries, and added that “we are still 

in time”.

REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
UP BY 292 IN HUNGARY 

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has risen by 

292 to 5,961 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Sunday 

morning.

The number of fatalities remained 

unchanged at 614, and 3,759 people 

have made a recovery. 

There are 1,588 active infections 

and 90 coronavirus patients are being 

treated in hospital for Covid-19, 7 on 

ventilators. Fully 8,633 people are in 

official quarantine and 424,270 tests 

have been carried out.

The site warned Hungarians to 

observe social distancing guidelines 

and hygiene regulations. 

The government has decided to 

close borders to foreigners starting 

on September 1, re-introducing 

border protection measures in force 

during the first wave of the epidemic. 

Under the decision Hungarians 

returning from abroad will have to self-

quarantine for 14 days, or until they 

produce two negative tests taken two 

days apart, said the site.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,603), followed by Pest 

County (854) and the counties of Fejér 

(429), Komárom-Esztergom (328) and 

Zala (283). Békés County has the fewest 

infections (22).

MÜLLER: LOW COVID-19 
DEATH RATE DESPITE 
MORE INFECTIONS DUE TO 
YOUNGER PEOPLE FALLING 
ILL

The low death rate despite an increase 

in the number of novel coronavirus 

infections over the past week was 

due to predominantly younger people 

catching the virus, the chief medical 

officer told MTI. Cecília Müller said a 

second wave of the epidemic was 

under way with cases rising all over the 

world. Hungary’s latest figures showed 

292 new infections and this resulted 

mostly from imported cases and 

community infections, she said. Müller 

added that wearing masks remained 

compulsory in shops and on public 

transport but it was recommended 

in all locations where people cannot 

keep a distance of at least 1.5 metres.

DK RAISES CONCERN OVER 
HOLDING SUPER CUP

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has accused the government 

of “giving priority” to the European 

Super Cup soccer match to be held 

in Hungary over the health of local 

residents. 

DK spokesman Balázs Barkóczi 

told an online press conference that 

DK considered it unacceptable that 

thousands of foreign football fans 

will be allowed to enter Hungary if 

they show negative coronavirus test 

results taken in their home country. At 

the same time, Hungarians returning 

from abroad must pay for expensive 

testing in Hungary and are not 

allowed to present test results taken 

abroad, he added. He said DK had 

contacted UEFA to find out who had 

approved the Super Cup and what the 

organisation would do to guarantee 

fans’ security.

GOVT OFFICIALS 
TEST NEGATIVE FOR 
CORONAVIRUS 

Several government officials have 

received their second negative 

coronavirus test results and have been 

released from official home quarantine. 

Zoltán Kovács, state secretary 

for international communications, 
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Justice Minister Judit Varga and State 

Secretary Balázs Orbán, as well as 

ruling Fidesz MP Csaba Hende and 

Csaba Dömötör, state secretary at 

the prime minister’s cabinet, had 

attended a social event a participant 

of which was later found infected. 

DK DEMANDS EXTENSION 
OF EXPIRING AID TO 
COMPANIES 

The opposition Democratic 

Coalition demands that the 

government extend a subsidy 

programme aimed at helping 

companies impacted by the 

coronavirus crisis, deputy party 

leader Csaba Molnár told an 

online press conference on 

Saturday. Molnár insisted that 

unless the government renews the 

programme, scheduled to expire in 

two days, “thousands of Hungarian 

companies will go bankrupt and 

tens of thousands of Hungarians 

could lose their jobs from one week 

to the next”.

In other European countries, 

such as Germany and France, those 

programmes have been extended, 

with the Hungarian government 

being “the only one in the EU to 

cut that tiny bit of aid on August 

31”, he said. Molnár said the current 

programme budget of 50 billion 

forints (EUR 140.7m) “won’t go far”, 

insisting that “at least ten times 

as much will be needed to help 

companies pay wages and retain 

jobs in the next few months”.

LMP CONGRESS ELECTS 
SCHMUCK, KANÁSZ-NAGY 
LEADERS 

A congress of opposition LMP 

elected Erzsébet Schmuck and 

Máté Kanász-Nagy co-leaders of 

the party on Sunday, for a two-

year term. Péter Ungár was elected 

secretary of the party’s national 

board, for two years. In the next 

two years, LMP will work to topple 

the incumbent government and 

build cooperation with other 

opposition parties to set up a new 

government, with a programme 

including green values and efforts 

to fight climate change, Schmuck 

said. LMP will work to field joint 

opposition candidates against 

ruling party nominees in the 2022 

election, she said. 

SOCIALISTS DEMAND 
RELEASE OF GOVT’S 
CLASSIFIED HEALTH 
REFORM DRAFT

The opposition head of parliament’s 

welfare committee on Saturday 

demanded that the government 

should release to the body the draft 

of a health-care reform plan which 

has been classified. The plan has 

been prepared by an international 

consulting firm on the basis of 

its survey among 140,000 sector 

workers but has been classified for 

the next ten years, Socialist lawmaker 

Lajos Korózs told an online press 

conference. The same firm prepared 

neighbouring Slovakia’s health 

reform programme which however 

fell through despite a broad-scale 

consultation, he noted.

SCHOOL OVERSIGHT 
BODY: TEACHERS, AIDS 
AUTOMATICALLY ELIGIBLE 
FOR HUF 500,000 BONUS

The Klebelsberg centre (KLIK) 

operating Hungarian public schools 

on Saturday decried media reports 

claiming that teachers will have to 

apply for a bonus supporting teachers 

who gave extra lessons to children 

from poor families. 

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler said on Wednesday that teachers 

in small localities who supported 

disadvantaged students with extra 

classes after school restrictions had 

been lifted when the first wave of the 

epidemic subsided will receive a one-

off 500,000 forint (EUR 1,400) bonus. 

In a statement to MTI on Saturday, 

KLIK said the teachers’ union PSZ had 

falsely claimed that the bonus was tied 

to a tender and teachers had to apply 

for it. 

Teachers, special needs 

teachers and employees “directly 

helping education” who tutored 

disadvantaged children are 

automatically eligible for the bonus if 

they work in the institutions tapped for 

the project, the statement said.

The project will support some 

10,500 professionals working in 400 

disadvantaged localities nationwide.


