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Péter Szijjártó said the broader sanctions should not be delayed until after the next formal meeting of the Foreign Affairs 

Council in a month’s time, the V4 ministers agreed. Rather, the sanctions should be imposed as soon as possible through 

a written decision-making process, they agreed.  During a break in the informal meeting of EU foreign ministers, Szijjártó 

added that any uncertainty may strongly call into question the seriousness of the EU.

He noted in a statement to public media that EU member states have agreed to expand the list of sanctions to cover the 

heads of the Electoral Commission of Belarus and police leaders.

Szijjártó said the member states’ foreign ministers had agreed that change in Belarus should come about in line with the 

constitution and with an utmost respect for the country’s sovereignty and the people’s will. However, the solution should 

also consider geopolitical factors such as neighbouring Russia, he said. The European Commission and OSCE might emerge 

as the mediators all parties accept, he added. 

Referring to an EU decision to impose further sanctions on a wider group of people in 
Belarus in connection with the disputed election there, the Hungarian foreign minister 
said in Berlin that Visegrad Group foreign ministers had met separately and decided to 
ask the EU’s top diplomat Josep Borrell to act swiftly on the matter. 
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Archaeologist Dávid Bartus with mural portrait found at the ancient Roman 
city Brigetio (now Komárom)
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MORE gOVt POLItICIANs 
ENtER QuARANtINE

Two more government politicians 

have entered into home quarantine 

after attending a private event where 

one of the participants later tested 

positive for the novel coronavirus, the 

parliamentary group of ruling Fidesz 

said.

Initial tests for novel coronavirus 

came back negative for Csaba 

Hende, a deputy speaker of 

parliament who is also Fidesz’s 

deputy group leader, and Lőrinc 

Nacsa, a spokesman for the co-

ruling Christian Democrats, the 

Fidesz group said in a statement.

Six  senior  government 

p ol i t ic ians  including the  head 

of  the  Pr ime Minis ter ’s  O f f ice 

and the  jus t ice  minis ter  sa id 

on T hursday  that  they  went 

into  quarant ine  af ter  at tending 

the  pr ivate  event  on Saturday 

and coming into  contac t  with 

Is t ván Hol l ik ,  F idesz ’s  head 

of  communicat ions .  Hol l ik 

sa id  ear l ier  that  he  had tes te d 

positive for Covid-19 af ter feeling 

i l l  a f ter  at tending the  event .

Meanwhile, Fidesz MEP László 

Trócsányi has tested positive for 

coronavirus. The former minister of 

justice told MTI on Friday that he 

is currently in of ficial quarantine 

and has taken all necessary 

precautions. He said he will 

continue to work from home until 

his recovery.

REgIstERED 
CORONAVIRus 
INFECtIONs uP BY 132  
IN HuNgARY 

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has risen by 

132 to 5,511 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday 

morning.

The number of fatalities remained 

unchanged at 614, and 3,759 people 

have made a recovery. There are 1,138 

active infections and 78 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in hospital 

for Covid-19, 7 on a ventilator. Fully 

8,008 people are in official quarantine 

and 414,645 tests have been carried 

out.

The site warned Hungarians to 

observe social distancing guidelines 

and hygiene regulations. Those 

experiencing symptoms similar to 

those of Covid-19 should self-isolate 

and notify their GP, the website said. 

Those under official quarantine are 

required to abide by the regulations, 

it said. 

A ban on gatherings of more than 

500 people is still in force in order to 

avoid a flare-up of the epidemic. As a 

general rule people must wear a face 

mask in shops and on public transport, 

the website said.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,398), followed by Pest 

County (793) and the counties of Fejér 

(413), Komárom-Esztergom (323) and 

Zala (279). Békés County has the fewest 

infections (21).

gOVt WEBsItE: sCHOOL 
YEAR tO stARt As NORMAL

The government plans the new school 

year to start in a normal classroom setting 

next week, without restrictions related 

to the novel coronavirus epidemic, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday, citing 

advice to teachers and parents.

“Parents and teachers now bear an 

even greater responsibility to avoid 

endangering each other’s health, the 

operation of schools or the jobs of 

parents,” the website said. 

It advises parents and teachers to 

familiarise themselves with symptoms 

of Covid-19, such as fever, fatigue, a sore 

throat, diarrhoea and difficulty breathing, 

as well as the loss of taste or smell, and 

it asks parents not to allow students 

to attend school if they exhibit any of 

these symptoms. They are accordingly 

advised to contact their GP by phone.  If a 

student exhibits symptoms at school, the 

school doctor and their parents must be 

informed immediately and steps taken 

to isolate them.

According to the protocol sent to 

schools and nurseries, the authorities 

will conduct contact tracing in the 

event of an infection being discovered 

in the school setting.

gOVt OFFICIAL CALLs 
ON MAYOR tO stOP 
‘PENALIsINg’ MOtORIsts 
IN CAPItAL

Balázs Fürjes, the state secretary in 

charge of development projects in 
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and around Budapest, has called on 

the city’s mayor to reopen road lanes, 

accusing the mayor of waging a war 

on motorists. 

In a letter to Gergely Karácsony, 

Fürjes called on the metropolitan 

leadership to “stop stigmatising and 

condemning” motorists. He said the 

lanes should be freed up for vehicles 

in time for the start of the new school 

year.

“We agree with the mayor on the 

need to find a balance between public 

transport, car traffic and bicycle and 

pedestrian traffic in Budapest,” 

Fürjes said. At the same time, he 

said it was important not to consider 

transportation by car and motorists 

themselves “enemies”.

Fürjes said that by keeping lanes 

closed in Budapest’s busiest areas, 

the city council risked causing “chaos, 

traffic jams and accidents” in those 

places once the new school year gets 

under way.

“Travelling by car in a big city is not 

deviance or a crime,” Fürjes said.

MINIstRY: HuF 36 BN 
sPENt ON sHORtENINg 
HOsPItAL WAItINg LIsts 
sINCE 2010

The government has spent 36 billion 

forints (EUR 101.0m) on shortening 

hospital waiting lists since 2010, the 

human resources ministry said.

The Budapest city council’s 

programme to reduce waiting 

times for cancer diagnostic tests 

announced earlier this week will 

also be carried out with 2 billion 

forints of government support, the 

ministry told MTI. It underscored the 

importance of patient safety and 

making sure that people are tested 

according to the proper medical 

standards, adding that it expected 

Budapest’s metropolitan council to 

adhere to these principles as well.

Under its Healthy Budapest 

Programme (EBP), the government 

will spend more than 700 billion forints 

on upgrading hospitals and outpatient 

clinics in Budapest and Pest County, 

the ministry said.

MANAgERs OF 
CHILDREN’s RAILWAY 
susPEND OPERAtIONs 
AFtER YOuNg 
LEADER CONtRACts 
CORONAVIRus

After a young leader of the 

Children’s Railway in the Buda 

hills of the capital tested positive 

for coronavirus on Thursday, 

the railway’s management has 

suspended operations for a 

period of two weeks. The youth in 

question had taken part in a camp 

organised for youth leaders and 

was not present at an inauguration 

ceremony held the previous day, 

national railway company MÁV told 

MTI. The trains running on narrow-

gauge tracks will not run between 

Hűvösvölgy and Széchenyihegy 

until Sept. 11 as a preventative 

measure to protect the company’s 

young workers and passengers.

HuNgARY 3-MONtH 
JOBLEss RAtE 4.8%  
At END-JuLY

Hungary’s three-month rolling average 

jobless rate was 4.8% in July, up 0.2 of 

a percentage point from the previous 

month and 1.4 percentage points from 

twelve months earlier, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said.

The rate covers unemployment 

among those between the ages of 15 

and 74.

In absolute terms, there were 

224,300 unemployed, 10,100 more than 

in the previous month and up 66,400 

from a year earlier.

Continuing a practice started 

two months earlier because of the 

coronavirus crisis, KSH released data 

for the month of July alone showing 

the average number of jobless stood at 

218,000, bringing the unemployment 

rate to 4.7 percent. In absolute terms, 

the number of jobless fell by 23,000 

from June but rose by 52,000 from 

the same month a year earlier. The 

unemployment rate for the month 

was down half a percentage point from 

June but up 1.1 percentage point from 

the same period a year earlier.

KSH said it published the July data 

to better show the impact of the 

pandemic on the labour market, 

although it acknowledged that the 

numbers do not share the same 

degree of accuracy as the three-month 

rolling average figures.

KSH noted that data from the 

National Employment Service (NFSZ) 
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show there were 366,000 registered 

jobseekers at the end of July.

The three-month rolling average 

number of employed stood at 

4,438,900 among 15- to 74-year-olds 

in July, 79,000 fewer than in the same 

period a year earlier. The employment 

rate was 59.9%, down from 60.9% a 

year earlier.

The number of employed included 

84,800 Hungarians in fostered work 

programmes and 97,500 working 

abroad. The number of those 

employed on the domestic primary 

labour market edged down 0.8% from 

a year earlier to 4,256,600, while the 

number of fostered workers dropped 

22.7%. The number of those working 

abroad fell by 17.2%.

As with the unemployment data, 

KSH also published employment 

figures for the month of July 

alone. These show the number 

of employed Hungarians rose by 

3,200 to 4,460,000 from June. KSH 

said the employment rate for July 

alone came to 69.6% for the 15-64 

age group, up 0.2 of a percentage 

point from June but down 0.8 of a 

percentage point from the same 

month a year earlier.

Analysts said the data showed that 

the economy was starting to rebound 

but returning to pre-virus employment 

levels could take time.

Századvég economist Gábor Regős 

said that though there had not been 

a significant rise in unemployment, 

it was clear that certain sectors are 

still struggling to return to earlier 

employment levels. He said it would 

take a few more months for the labour 

market to fully recover from the crisis.

K and H analyst Dávid Németh 

said that because of the 

uncertainty around the trajectory 

of the pandemic, the outlook of 

the job market was also uncertain. 

Employment in Hungary can return 

to pre-virus levels in the long run if the 

pandemic subsides and the economy 

starts growing again, he said.

Takarékbank senior analyst Gergely 

Suppan said the fact that there were 

92,000 more people working in July 

than at the low point of the crisis 

in April showed that the labour 

market was making gains. He said 

he did not expect the market to fully 

recover until the second half of next 

year, arguing that certain tourism-

related services would not make a 

comeback until a vaccine is made 

widely available. He projected an 

annual average jobless rate of 4.2% 

compared with last year’s 3.4%.

Péter Virovácz, ING Bank’s chief 

analyst, said the initial shock to the 

jobs market caused by the pandemic 

was starting to subside. Government 

subsidies are expected to dry up by the 

end of the summer, and although the 

government is planning a new stimulus 

package, a new round of restrictions 

cannot be ruled out, he said.

tRADE IN sERVICEs 
sHOWs DOuBLE-DIgIt 
DECLINE ON PANDEMIC 
EFFECt

Hungary’s trade in services fell in the 

double digits in the second quarter 

from the same period a year earlier, 

impacted by the coronavirus crisis, 

data released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) show. Exports of services 

fell by 40.1% to 4.107 billion euros, while 

imports of services dropped 25.2% to 

3.317 billion euros. The surplus of trade 

in services narrowed to 790 million 

euros from 2.424 billion in the same 

period a year earlier.

The data show tourism exports 

-- that is, foreign visitors’ spending 

on tourism services in Hungary -- 

plunged 71.2% to 453 million euros 

as the country went into lockdown to 

contain the spread of the coronavirus.


