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Gulyás tested negative for the virus on Wednesday, the statement said. However, the minister will not attend Friday’s 

government meeting or the regular press conference afterwards unless his second test also comes back negative, it said. 

Another four government politicians said on Thursday that they moved into home quarantine. Judit Varga, the justice 

minister, announced on Facebook that she will continue working from home after learning that she came into contact 

on Monday with a person confirmed to be infected with the Covid-19 virus. She said she had no symptoms and her first 

test taken on Thursday morning for the virus came back negative. The other three politicians are Zoltán Kovács, Hungary’s 

state secretary for international communications, Csaba Dömötör, a state secretary of the Prime Minister’s Office and Örs 

Farkas, spokesman of the government information centre (KTK). They all met István Hollik, the head of communications 

for ruling Fidesz, at an event on the weekend. Hollik said earlier that he had tested positive for Covid-19 after feeling ill after 

attending a private event on Saturday.

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime Minister’s Office, and Balázs Orbán, his deputy, 
went into quarantine on Wednesday after attending a private event where one of the 
participants later tested positive for the novel coronavirus

MINISTERS ENTER QUARANTINE
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meeting in Berlin 
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU MUST STOP 
ITS ‘ANTI-ISRAEL POLICY’

The European Union should stop 

pursuing its “unilateral anti-Israel 

policy” and put emphasis on 

partnership, the Hungarian foreign 

minister said in Berlin on Thursday 

at an informal meeting of EU foreign 

ministers attended by Gabi Ashkenazi, 

Israel’s foreign minister. Speaking to 

public media on the sidelines of the 

meeting, Péter Szijjártó insisted the EU 

had three tasks with regard to Israel. 

It should seek partnership and scrap 

its policy of perpetual condemnation 

and criticism of the country, he said. 

Also, it should urgently convene the 

EU-Israel Association Council which 

last met eight years ago, he said. 

Most importantly, the EU should 

immediately stop providing financial 

support to NGO-s that threaten Israel’s 

internal security, the minister said.

Szijjártó said another key topic of 

the two-day meeting was EU relations 

with Turkey. He said there were “big 

problems” in this regard. Every country 

involved in the conflict over the 

extraction of natural gas fields in the 

eastern regions of the Mediterranean 

is an ally of Hungary, he said. “Greece 

and Cyprus, our allies in the EU, and 

Greece our ally in NATO, are on one 

side, as opposed to Turkey, another 

NATO member, on the other,” Szijjártó 

said. “Knowing the importance of 

national sovereignty and territorial 

unity, Hungary proposes that the 

EU adopt a very careful approach 

when considering measures against 

Turkey,” Szijjártó said, arguing that 

“Europe’s security today, from the 

point of view of migration, is in 

the hands of that country and its 

president.” “Should Turkey decide to 

let the few million migrants staying in 

the country leave, they would arrive 

at Hungary’s southern borders in no 

time,” he said. The EU, he added, had 

done “nothing, or very little, to protect 

itself against migration”.  Szijjártó said 

Hungary urges “dialogue instead of 

sanctions” when it comes to the EU’s 

approach to Turkey, insisting that 

another “wave of migrants” would 

pose an “unmanageable health risk” 

to the continent in the midst of the 

coronavirus pandemic.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY  
TO BACK UAE’S ELECTION 
TO UN SECURITY COUNCIL

Hungary will support the election 

of the United Arab Emirates to the 

United Nations Security Council and 

the Human Rights Council, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said, adding 

that he had spoken with UAE Foreign 

Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan on the phone to discuss, 

among other things, the Middle 

Eastern country’s agreement to 

normalise ties with Israel. Szijjártó 

congratulated his counterpart on 

his role in drafting the “historic” 

agreement.

“This agreement can fuel the hope 

in everyone that an era of peace 

can one day truly be ushered in 

the Middle East,” the minister said. 

He said Hungary considers both 

Israel and the UAE a friend and a 

valuable partner and supports their 

aspirations in international forums 

as well. The minister said he had also 

assured Sheikh Abdullah of Hungary’s 

support for the UAE’s election to the 

UN Security Council and the Human 

Rights Council.  He added that the 

two countries have concluded their 

talks on an agreement on the mutual 

protection of investments, which 

he said reflected the interests of 

Hungarian companies doing business 

in the region and would constitute a 

“significant step forward in economic 

cooperation”.

KÁSLER: OVER 10,000 
TEACHERS TO RECEIVE 
HUF 500,000 BONUS

Some 10,500 teachers will receive a 

one-off bonus payment of 500,000 

forints (EUR 1,412) for their work 

helping pupils catch up in their 

studies in 400 disadvantaged 

localities, the human resources 

minister said. As the health situation 

related to the coronavirus epidemic 

began to improve at the beginning 

of June, several pupils got the 

opportunity to catch up with the 

curriculum in form of individual 

online learning or in small study 

groups, Miklós Kásler said in a video 

message posted on Facebook. 

But many pupils did not have the 

opportunity to follow suit, he said. 

The government has decided to 
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launch a programme with a budget 

of more than 6 billion forints to help 

the education of these children by 

supporting local teachers for their 

work, Kásler said, adding that the 

scheme is scheduled to conclude 

by Jan. 31 next year. Commenting 

on the current Covid-19 situation 

in Hungary, Kásler said the number 

of active infections was rising in 

several neighbouring countries, 

posing a threat that the virus may 

be imported. “We must maintain 

the state of preparedness, which 

means that the government will 

keep monitoring the circumstances 

of the epidemic and will be swift 

in implementing the necessary 

measures,” the minister said.

The Hungarian teachers’ union 

PSZ called on the government to 

ensure that all teachers helping 

disadvantaged students after 

coronavirus-related lockdowns will 

receive the bonus earmarked for 

those working in small localities. 

In its current form, the six-billion 

forint scheme leaves by the 

roadside the teachers providing 

the same help in towns and other 

localities, the union said. Such 

a measure would “cause further 

friction within the community 

of education professionals”, the 

union said. PSZ sent a proposal to 

the government in January, urging 

a 25-50% permanent wage hike for 

teachers working with disabled 

or disadvantaged children, the 

statement noted. Due to the ageing 

of teachers in Hungary, schools are 

set to face a severe lack of workforce 

unless the profession’s prestige is 

lifted, it warned.

REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS UP BY 91 

The number of registered 

coronavirus infections in Hungary 

has risen by 91 to 5,379 over the past 

24 hours, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Thursday morning. The number of 

fatalities remained unchanged at 

614, and 3,757 people have made 

a recovery. There are 1,008 active 

infections and 69 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in 

hospital for Covid-19, eight on 

ventilators. 

The site warned Hungarians to 

observe social distancing guidelines 

and hygiene regulations. Those 

experiencing symptoms similar 

to those of Covid-19 should self-

isolate and notify their GP, the 

website said. Those under official 

quarantine are required to abide 

by the regulations, it said. A ban 

on gatherings of more than 500 

people is still in force in order to 

avoid a flare-up of the epidemic. As 

a general rule people must wear a 

face mask in shops and on public 

transport, the website said. Most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest (2,346), followed by Pest 

County (782) and the counties of 

Fejér (403), Komárom-Esztergom 

(321) and Zala (279). Békés County 

has the fewest infections (21).

NEARLY QUARTER  
OF CORONAVIRUS 
FATALITIES LINKED  
TO ELDERLY CARE HOMES

Since the start of the novel coronavirus 

epidemic, 142 of the fatalities, nearly 

25%, occurred in elderly care homes, 

the koronavirus.gov.hu website said. 

So far, 38 retirement homes have 

reported infections, 14 in Budapest 

and 24 outside the capital, the website 

said. Altogether 923 residents and 148 

employees have been registered as 

infected. Fully 142 residents have died 

and 875 recovered so far, the website 

said. Of the fatalities, 99 occurred in 

care homes in Budapest and 43 in the 

countryside.  Most fatalities occurred 

in a care home on eastern Budapest’s 

Pesti Road, where 313 residents 

and 26 employees had contracted 

the virus. Of that number, 55 have 

died, all residents, the website said.  

The operative body and Hungary’s 

epidemiological services continue to 

monitor the situation in elderly care 

homes carefully, the website said.

BUDAPEST ASSEMBLY APPROVES 

TWIN CITY ACCORD WITH KOSICE

The Budapest Assembly has 

approved a twin city agreement 

between Budapest and Kosice (Kassa), 

in southern Slovakia. The agreement, 

which was accepted unanimously 

during Thursday’s assembly, focuses 

on cooperation in cultural projects, 

tourism, youth exchange programmes, 

sustainable city development and 

promoting participatory democracy. 
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Kosice has also pledged support for 

the Alliance of Free Cities launched 

by Budapest, Bratislava, Warsaw 

and Prague, the capital cities of the 

Visegrad Group, and the initiative 

pushing for direct European Union 

funding for cities. 

At the meeting, the assembly also 

decided to mount street cameras near 

Budapest memorials to the Jewish and 

Roma victims of the Holocaust, with 

the aim of preventing vandalism.  

The assembly also voted for the 

municipality to join the alliance of 

local governments MOSZ, with 18 

votes in favour, 10 against and 2 

abstentions. Zsolt Láng, a councillor 

of ruling Fidesz party, slammed the 

decision, complaining about its annual 

17 million forint (EUR 14,000) budget 

in exchange for “very little, as the city 

is already a member of the alliance of 

Budapest’s local councils”. He added 

that MOSZ head György Gémesi had 

done “his share in the fight against the 

government during the campaign”.

The councillors voted for Hungary 

to again participate in the European 

Mobility Week, held every year 

between September 16 and 22. The 

campaign promotes sustainable 

transport for local governments and 

informs the public about alternative 

means of transport.

Meanwhile, in a Facebook post, 

Budapest’s mayor, Gergely Karácsony, 

commented on an initiative to hang 

a flag representing a campaign to 

promote births on the facade of City 

Hall, saying that supporting families 

should not be a party political issue. 

“It is in all our interest that we live in a 

city that encourages having children 

and a place where residents are glad 

to have family,” he said, adding that his 

administration welcomed cooperation 

with the relevant NGO that promoted 

the issue.

POLICE APPREHEND 
HUNGARIAN SMUGGLING 
24 ILLEGAL MIGRANTS  
IN TRUCK 

The police detained a Hungarian 

driver on his way to Austria early 

on Thursday after they found that 

he was transporting 24 migrants 

without travelling documents in 

his truck, local police in western 

Hungary said. The passengers are 

believed to be Syrian and Afghan 

nationals, while one person said he 

was coming from Grande Comore 

Island. Legal proceedings have been 

initiated against the smuggler, while 

the migrants will be returned to the 

border, the police website said.

HALF MILLION HOMES  
TO BE RENOVATED  
IN COMING YEAR 

About half a million homes, almost 

13% of all dwellings in Hungary, could 

undergo renovations or upgrades in 

the coming year, according to a survey 

conducted by economic research 

institute GKI with the support of listed 

building materials maker Masterplast. 

The representative survey, conducted 

each quarter, shows about 16% of 

detached homes could be renovated 

in the coming year, while just 8 percent 

of flats in pre-fabricated Socialist-era 

housing could be upgraded. About 

11% of homes in the capital could be 

renovated and 13% homes in county 

seats and other cities. Some 16% of 

homes in smaller settlements could 

be renovated, the ratio perhaps 

supported by government subsidies 

for home purchases and upgrades in 

villages.

ITM: ALMOST THIRD OF EU 
FUNDS TO BE SPENT  
ON ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
INNOVATION

More than 50 billion euros are at 

Hungary’s disposal in the 2021-2027 

EU budget period, 30 percent of 

which can be spent on economic 

development and innovation with a 

view to boosting the competitiveness 

of Hungarian enterprises, a Ministry 

of Innovation and Technology (ITM) 

official said on Thursday. The next 

seven year period will see more 

funding for Hungary than in any 

previous period, Balázs Dobos, the 

deputy state secretary for economic 

development, said at an event in 

Szombathely, in western Hungary. “It 

will be a great responsibility to make 

good and purposeful use of this 

money,” he said. He noted a ministry 

roadshow around the country aims to 

inform micro, small and medium-sized 

enterprise leaders about applications 

and economic development tools 
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planned by the ministry in the next 

budget period as well as to get their 

feedback.

ECUMENICAL CHARITY  
TO ASSIST ISADVANTAGED  
SCHOOL CHILDREN 

Hungary’s Ecumenical Charity will 

provide schoolchildren in poor families 

with packages of school equipment, 

using funds raised through the 

organisation’s donation drive, the 

deputy head of the charity said. Kristóf 

Gáncs said that the plan was to send 

12,000 children packages worth 10,000 

forints (EUR 28) each, and encouraged 

viewers to join the initiative aimed at 

collecting 20 million forints. Gáncs 

noted that the coronavirus outbreak 

had created a difficult situation for 

many families.  The packages will be 

distributed before the end of August.

FORINT DROPS  
TO NEAR ALL-TIME LOW

The forint traded at 356.56 to the euro 

at 5:30 in the evening on Thursday’s 

interbank market, softening from 

356.05 late on Wednesday.  The forint 

weakened to 302.24 from 301.21 

against the dollar. It was quoted at 

332.55 to the Swiss franc, compared 

to 331.62 earlier.

WAGE SUPPORT 
SCHEMES HELPED VIABLE 
COMPANIES

Companies that made use of the three 

wage support programmes launched 

by the government in the spring 

were typically viable companies with 

relatively low debt with temporary 

liquidity problems, according to 

an analysis by the National Bank of 

Hungary.

The government launched three 

programmes -- one giving wage 

support for those working reduced 

hours, another giving wage support 

for staff working in R+D+I and a 

third subsidising job creation -- in 

the spring to fight and reduce the 

effects of the coronavirus pandemic 

on employment. Fully 9% of the 

applications came from medium-size 

and big companies which, however, 

employed 74% of the applicants’ total 

staff. While 93% of the participating 

companies were domestically owned, 

their share was only 57% in terms of 

employment of the applicants. The 

share of big companies and foreign-

owned ones was highest in the R+D 

scheme, in line with their higher ratio 

in the field.

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT 
IN BUDAPEST FALLS  
TO HUF 156,000  
IN Q2 - KSH

The average monthly rent in Budapest 

fell to 156,000 forints (EUR 437) at 

the end of the second quarter from 

175,000 forints at the start of the 

year, a new joint research project of 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

and realtor Ingatlan.com shows. The 

average monthly rent in major counties 

was 108,000 forints at the end of Q2 

and 138,000 in cities.  The average flat 

on offer was 53-60sqm in the first half 

of 2020. In Q2 the average per square 

meter price was 3,100 forints in the 

capital, 2,200 in cities and 2,000 in 

major counties. 

KSH noted that the proportion of 

rentals in the Hungarian housing 

market is extremely low by European 

comparison, with micro census data 

from 2016 showing that only 6.7% of 

residential properties, some 260,000 

homes are used by renters. In 2018 

around 4.8% of the population lived 

in rented properties compared to 

the 21% EU average.


