
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U  ¬  W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

AUGUST 26, 2020
MORNING ISSUE

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

AM

Miklós Kásler said, however, that the coronavirus situation in neighbouring countries was changing rapidly, adding that 

schools must be prepared to implement protection and prevention measures. He noted that schools have been provided 

with the necessary guidelines and protocols. The guidelines include methods to avoid congestion at the gates at the start 

and end of the day, and suggestions regarding the size of classrooms and social distancing, he said. All schools will undergo 

thorough disinfecting ahead of the start of the academic year and will be disinfected daily afterwards, he said. Principals 

will be tasked with preventing the spread of the virus and providing for students who potentially become infected, he 

said. Their background institutions will provide all necessary support, he said.

The minister also noted that this year, for the first time ever, all school children will be provided textbooks free of charge, 

adding that some 13.5 million textbooks will have been delivered to over 4,000 schools nationwide by August 28.

The school year can start in the traditional classroom setting in Hungary on 
September 1, the human resources minister said.

SCHOOL TO START IN CLASSROOMS ON SEPT 1
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A stem cell storage facility at Budapest’s St László Hospital
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FINANCE MIN OFFICIAL: 
ECONOMIC TURNAROUND 
EXPECTED NEXT YEAR

The government expects the economy 

to start recovering next year, with 

growth of above 4% and a budget 

deficit below 3%, a finance ministry 

official said in an interview with public 

radio. Whereas the budget deficit is likely 

to be 7-9% of GDP this year on the back 

of additional spending on protection 

measures, a gradual turnaround is 

probable in 2021, state secretary Péter 

Benő Banai told Kossuth Rádió. Around 

500 billion forints (EUR 1.4bn) will be 

spent on measures to protect the 

economy in the second half of the year. 

Hungary’s economic prospects are 

largely tied to European developments, 

he said. As yet, the 2021 budget is 

uncertain, and much depends on the 

course of the coronavirus in the country 

and the epidemiological situation in 

export markets. The government is 

monitoring these developments closely 

and is ready to respond accordingly, he 

added. He noted that Hungary is the 

only EU country that has reduced its 

public debt as a share of GDP every year 

since 2011, so it is well placed to handle 

temporarily higher deficits.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS FOR 
CONTINUED ROAD 
DEVELOPMENTS

Hungary must continue developing 

its road infrastructure to increase 

its competitiveness, the minister of 

foreign affairs and trade said at the 

inauguration of a new, four-lane 

road section between Debrecen 

and Hajdúsámson, in eastern 

Hungary. Péter Szijjártó said that 

500kms of motorways have been 

built in Hungary since 2010 and 

over 6,000kms of roads have been 

renewed. According to the minister, 

214 road projects will be completed in 

2020, while a total 5,000 billion forints 

(EUR 1,4bn) will be spent on railway 

and road developments in the next 

four years. Concerning Debrecen, 

Szijjártó said that 25 local companies 

had indicated plans to create further 

developments worth a combined 

12 billion forints, adding that those 

projects would help save some 2,900 

jobs. The government will contribute 

6 billion forints to the schemes, he 

said. 

ONE CORONAVIRUS 
PATIENT DIES, REGISTERED 
INFECTIONS UP BY 24

An elderly Covid-19 patient with an 

underlying illness has died, while the 

number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has risen by 

24 to 5,215 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Tuesday 

morning. The number of fatalities has 

increased to 614, and 3,716 people 

have made a recovery. There are 885 

active infections and 57 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in hospital 

for Covid-19, seven on ventilators. 

Fully 7,284 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of tests 

carried out stands at 400,442. Most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest (2,267), followed by Pest 

County (761) and the counties of Fejér 

(394), Komárom-Esztergom (316) and 

Zala (279). Békés County has the fewest 

infections (19).

HUNGARIAN CBANK KEEPS 
BASE RATE ON HOLD

Hungarian rate-setters kept the 

central bank’s base rate on hold at 

0.6%. They also kept the interest rate 

corridor unchanged at their regular 

rate-setting meeting. At their last 

meeting in July, the board cut the 

base rate by 15 basis points. The 

Council also decided to leave the 

O/N deposit rate at -0.05% and the 

O/N and one-week collateralised loan 

rates at 1.85%.

In a statement released after the 

meeting the Council reiterated 

its earlier stand on the base rate, 

saying it “supports price stability, the 

preservation of financial stability and 

the recovery of economic growth in 

a sustainable manner”, while pressing 

the importance of maintaining short-

term yields “at a safe distance from 

a range close to zero”. The Council 

announced it would increase the 

amount of government securities the 

NBH buys weekly in the framework 

of an assets purchase programme in 

view of the risks posed coronavirus 

pandemic as well as a higher 

government financing requirement 

due to stimulus spending in the face 

of the Covid-19 crisis. 
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KSH: MORE BIRTHS, FEWER 
DEATHS IN HUNGARY 
BETWEEN JAN-JULY

Hungary’s population decline slowed 

in the first seven months of the year as 

the number of births increased by 4.9% 

and the number of deaths decreased 

by 5.1% compared with the same 

period last year, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) reported. The figures 

show that there were 52,825 births in 

January-July, up 2,488. The number of 

deaths was 74,093, down 3,992 from 

last year, KSH said. The rise in births 

and the drop in deaths means that 

the rate of natural population decline 

slowed by 23% compared with the 

same period last year. The number of 

marriages went up to 34,337, up 2,158 

from last year, KSH said.

GOVT OFFICIAL: GERMANY 
‘HAS NO MORAL BASIS’ 
TO ACCUSE HUNGARY OF 
ANTI-SEMITISM

Germany “has no moral basis” to speak 

of anti-Semitism in connection with 

Hungary “especially when it does so 

as a political attack”, foreign ministry 

state secretary Levente Magyar has 

said. Commenting on a meeting with 

the German ambassador to Hungary 

after Germany’s Minister of State for 

Europe accused Hungary of tolerating 

anti-Semitism, Magyar said that he had 

told the ambassador that the remarks 

made by Michael Roth against Hungary 

were “unacceptable” and “politically 

motivated”.  Magyar said that although 

Hungarian-German relations were 

based on mutual respect, “there is 

a staunch anti-Hungarian grouping 

within the German government whose 

fanatical flag-bearer is Roth; it attacks 

Hungary, and with it the Hungarian-

German relationship as a whole, on a 

regular basis.” Hungary is interested 

in maintaining its “excellent” ties with 

Germany and will work to prevent 

“the Social Democrat anti-Hungarian 

wing of the German government” from 

disrupting bilateral relations, Magyar 

said.

OPPOSITION DK DEMANDS 
ANSWERS ON GOVT 
OFFICIALS’ USE OF 
PRIVATE PLANE, YACHT

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has written to Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán demanding to know 

how many government members have 

been flown by private plane to a luxury 

yacht on the Adriatic. DK spokesman 

Balázs Barkóczi cited press reports 

alleging that the private jet had been 

parked on an island in proximity to a 

luxury yacht used by Péter Szijjártó, the 

foreign minister, and suggested that 

the prime minister himself was also 

sailing on the Adriatic. The opposition 

party’s spokesman insisted use of the 

yacht by several other government 

members, too, had been accepted 

unlawfully. “We’ve got the right to 

know how many billions of public 

money a corrupt Fidesz politician has 

to steal to be entitled to such a trip,” 

he said.

JOBBIK TURNS TO KÚRIA 
OVER LOCAL ELECTION 
CLASH WITH FIDESZ

The opposition Jobbik party has said 

it is turning to the Kúria, Hungary’s 

supreme court, with a demand that 

it uphold free elections in connection 

with a by-election in which the 

opposition’s joint candidate has been 

blocked from running in the Oct. 11 

ballot. Jobbik chairman Péter Jakab 

said the ruling Fidesz party had used 

its majority on the National Election 

Committee (NVB) to uphold a Fidesz 

complaint that the Tiszaújváros 

Election Committee had unlawfully 

registered Jobbik as a nominating 

organisation since its application 

was submitted by a representative 

whose relevant powers had expired. 

NVB decided earlier 6:5 to uphold 

Fidesz’s complaint. The by-election 

will be held in the 6th individual 

constituency of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén County, in north-east 

Hungary, in the wake of the death 

in July of Ferenc Koncz (Fidesz). The 

deadline for announcing candidates 

is 4pm on Sept. 4.


