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Referring to a Facebook post by Michael Roth, Germany’s Minister of State for Europe, Varga said she had responded to the 

accusations in an official letter. “The fact is that the Hungarian government has declared zero tolerance for anti-Semitism 

... unlike other European countries,” she said, accusing Roth of operating “double standards” as well as of “putting pressure 

on the democratically elected governments of several EU member states” with reference to common European values. 

Varga said the consequences of politicising the rule of law and linking “such vague concepts” to budgetary sanctions 

were “now becoming clear”. She said Roth’s comments called into question his commitment to honest cooperation while 

undermining mutual trust and solidarity between member states. As the current president of the EU, Germany should 

recognise the importance of unity and cooperation, she added. Hungary, Varga said, remains a reliable partner in finding 

joint responses to the challenges facing the EU. “But our position is clear: dialogue concerning the rule of law must be 

based on facts,” she added.

The government has taken effective steps against anti-Semitism, Justice Minister Judit 
Varga said in response to a statement by a German government official accusing 
Hungary of tolerating anti-Semitism.

GOVT STEPS AGAINST ANTI-SEMITISM ‘EFFECTIVE’
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Exhibition featuring the milestones of Hungarian history opens at the 
National Archives
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: CHINA, 
HUNGARY WORK  
TO RESTART ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said China and Hungary strove to 

restart economic cooperation after 

a setback due to the coronavirus 

pandemic this spring. Szijjártó told 

a joint online news conference 

with his Chinese counterpart that 

cooperation was valued on both 

sides. The talks during his visit 

focused on setting up a schedule to 

restart cooperation, he said. China 

is Hungary’s second most important 

source of imports, and Chinese 

companies have invested over five 

billion dollars in the country so far, 

the minister noted. Bilateral ties 

are key to the Hungarian economy 

making a speedy recovery, he said.

Cooperation between the two 

countries’ national banks will be 

expanded to boost financial stability, 

he said. The Chinese development 

bank is set to become the fourth 

Chinese bank to open a representation 

in Hungary, he said. New investments 

are also in the pipeline, Szijjártó 

said. Chemical company Wanhua is 

planning to invest 300 billion forints 

(EUR 853.8m) in Hungary over the next 

five years, he said. 

Szijjártó thanked China for its help 

during the pandemic. The delivery of 

more than 90 million masks, 40 million 

protective suits and 800,000 doses of 

medication on 185 planes from China 

were key in Hungary’s successful 

defence against the pandemic, he said.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 

Yi said Szijjártó was the first foreign 

minister to visit China after the 

lockdowns due to the pandemic. The 

visit is of great importance in restoring 

cooperation, he said. Hungary and 

China see each other as important 

partners, and both are committed 

to boosting mutually beneficial 

cooperation, he said.

ELECTION CTTEE REJECTS 
SOCIALIST  
REFERENDUM BID  
ON PROTECTING LAKES

The National Election Committee 

(NVB) rejected a submission by the 

opposition Socialists on holding 

a referendum concerning the 

protection of Hungary’s natural lakes. 

The Socialists had intended to ask 

citizens whether public beaches on 

natural lakes should be accessible 

free of charge and whether parliament 

should ban the sale of public beaches. 

A third question concerned whether 

construction projects on them should 

be banned.

The NVB rejected the first question 

on the ground that it was aimed 

at amending the constitution. The 

committee said in its justification 

that the matter of public beaches 

should be handled locally either by 

the local council or by way of a local 

referendum. The committee rejected 

the question concerning a ban on 

construction projects at public beach 

sites on the ground that the matter did 

not fall within parliament’s jurisdiction 

and was therefore ineligible to be put 

to a nationwide referendum. The NVB 

also said the bans constituted an 

infringement of the constitutionally 

guaranteed ownership rights of 

local councils. The third question 

concerning a proposed ban on the 

sale of public beaches was rejected 

on the same grounds as the other 

questions and due to a lack of legal 

clarity. The NVB’s decisions are not 

legally binding and can be appealed 

at the Kuria, Hungary’s supreme court, 

within 15 days.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY 
UKRAINE’S PARTNER  
IN GOOD NEIGHBOURLY 
COOPERATION

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

expressed support for Ukraine’s 

sovereignty and good neighbourly 

relations, as well as his readiness 

to discuss open issues in a letter 

to Denys Shmyhal, his Ukrainian 

counterpart. In his letter, marking 

Ukraine’s independence day, Orbán 

said that “Hungary has supported 

Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 

integrity from the beginning, and 

will continue to do so in future”, and 

welcomed the Ukrainian government’s 

readiness to discuss issues in bilateral 

relations. Orbán said he trusted that 

open issues could be resolved through 

high level political and technical 

dialogue, respecting the right of ethnic 

minorities. The Hungarian government 
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will be partner in efforts aimed at 

building cooperation on a basis of 

mutual trust and good neighbourly 

relations, the prime minister added.

GOVT MARKS MEMORIAL 
DAY OF VICTIMS  
OF TOTALITARIAN 
REGIMES

At an event marking Black Ribbon 

Day, the European Memorial Day 

remembering the victims of totalitarian 

regimes, a government official said it 

was “our duty” to “reveal the sins of the 

20th century for younger generations 

and to make sure they will never be 

repeated”. Deputy State Secretary 

Vince Szalay-Bobrovniczky said the 

event is held in remembrance of 

the victims of both Nazism and 

Communism. Both regimes had 

destroyed “many communities in 

Europe by collectively stigmatising 

groups of people and creating a new 

ruling elite which then perfected the 

art of denunciation and controlled the 

whole of society”. This day remembers 

those who survived dictatorships with 

deep psychological wounds as well as 

those who were killed because of their 

race, religion or political views, he said.

“We cannot forget the millions 

of Jews killed under the rule of a 

mad ideology in world war 2 ... nor 

the suffering communism inflicted 

on central and eastern European 

countries, by making discrimination, 

torture and murder legal and a part 

of everyday life.” Black Ribbon Day 

is marked in Hungary since 2011 on 

August 23, the anniversary of the 

Molotov-Ribbentrop pact, a 1939 

non-aggression pact between Nazi 

Germany and the Soviet Union.

REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS UP BY 36

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has gone up by 

36 to 5,191 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Monday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

remained unchanged at 613, while 

3,695 people have made a recovery. 

There are 883 active infections and 

59 coronavirus patients are being 

treated in hospital for Covid-19, nine 

on ventilators. Fully 7,917 people are 

in official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests carried out stands at 

398,550.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,256), followed by Pest 

County (757) and the counties of Fejér 

(394), Komárom-Esztergom (316) and 

Zala (279). Békés County has the fewest 

infections (19).

ALMOST ONE-FIFTH  
OF HUNGARIANS SWITCH  
TO E-BILLING BECAUSE  
OF PANDEMIC

About 19% of Hungarians made 

the switch to digital billing while 

the country went into temporary 

lockdown in the spring to contain 

the spread of the novel coronavirus, 

a survey commissioned by electronic 

billing service provider Díjnet 

shows. About 28% of Hungarians 

say they would prefer to pay their 

bills electronically, according to the 

representative survey of people 

between the ages of 20 and 69. Even 

so, 55% of respondents continue 

to use paper postal cheques to pay 

their bills. Díjnet noted that e-bills 

account for about 69% of mobile 

telecommunication service providers’ 

billing, while three-quarters of 

Hungarians still pay their water bills 

using postal cheques. Díjnet, a unit 

of state-owned postal company 

Magyar Posta, has more than 767,000 

registered users.

THIRD POLISH-
HUNGARIAN SUMMER 
UNIVERSITY OPENS  
IN KRASICZYN

The Waclaw Felczak Institute of 

Polish-Hungarian Cooperation 

opened its third summer university 

in Krasiczyn, in southern Poland, 

on Monday. As part of the five-

day event, some 200 Polish and 

Hungarian students will get to 

attend podium discussions, debates 

and book presentations on Polish 

and Hungarian history and culture. 

Speakers will include Polish and 

Hungarian academics, politicians 

and authors, among others.

In order to comply with physical 

distancing rules implemented because 

of the novel coronavirus epidemic, 

presentations this year will be held in 

the garden of the Krasiczyn Castle.


