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Szijjártó reacted to comments by Germany’s Minister of State Michael Roth in which Szijjártó said the official had accused 

Hungary of anti-Semitism.

“Our Jewish compatriots have no reason to be afraid,” Szijjártó said. “Their cultural festivals don’t require the presence of 

soldiers armed to the teeth, their synagogues and cemeteries were rebuilt with state funding and we were the proud hosts 

of the European Maccabi Games last year.”

The minister said he had “engaged in many fierce debates” with Roth between 2012 and 2014 when they were both foreign 

ministry state secretaries. “Roth took every opportunity he got to attack Hungary and Poland,” he said. “And does so to this 

day.” “So his attacks tend to go ignored these days,” he said, adding that Roth had now accused Hungary of something 

“that can’t go unanswered”.

Szijjártó called on Roth to “stop making demeaning attacks on Hungary” and recommended that the minister of state “take 

a look around his own backyard” the next time he addressed “such a serious issue”.

The German ambassador has been summoned to the foreign ministry by Monday.

The Jewish community is safe in Hungary, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 
on Facebook.

sZIJJÁRtÓ: JEWIsH COMMuNItY sAFE IN HuNgARY
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Great egret released in Hortobágy after treatment in veterinary hospital
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gOVt OFFICIAL: HuNgARY 
HAs REgAINED FINANCIAL 
sOVEREIgNtY

Hungary has regained its financial 

sovereignty over the past ten years 

thanks in large part to the elimination 

of the black economy, finance ministry 

state secretary András Tállai said in 

an interview with the daily Magyar 

Nemzet on Saturday.

Since the summer of 2018, 

businesses have sent information 

on some 80 million invoices to tax 

authority NAV via the online invoice 

system, Tállai told the paper. This has 

allowed the authority to be able to 

map out virtually a complete picture 

of the state of the Hungarian economy, 

he added. Almost 900,000 businesses 

have joined the online invoice system 

and the development of the system 

reached a new stage this summer, 

the state secretary said. Up until now, 

transactions with VAT of over 100,000 

forints (EUR 285) were the ones that 

had to be reported to NAV, but since 

July 1, all transactions have to be 

reported, he noted. Tállai added that 

NAV will not penalise non-compliance 

until the end of September.

He said it was the novel coronavirus 

epidemic that had indicated that 

black economy activities were down 

significantly compared with 2010, 

adding that according to estimates, the 

government lost out on a quarter of 

its total potential VAT revenues during 

the 2008-2009 financial crisis because 

of the black economy.

Tállai said the damage done to the 

economy by the epidemic was no less 

serious than the impact of the 2008 

crisis. “The difference is that Hungary’s 

economy is stable now, a large share 

of its creditors are households and the 

state has a source of revenue even in a 

time of crisis,” he said.

BAKONDI: BORDER 
CONtROLs MOst 
EFFECtIVE WAY OF KEEPINg 
CORONAVIRus Out

Imposing border controls is the 

most effective way to prevent the 

import of the novel coronavirus from 

abroad, the prime minister’s chief 

security advisor said. The epidemic is 

worsening across Europe, including 

countries close to Hungary and this 

forces the government to tighten 

border restrictions from September, 

Gyorgy Bakondi told public news 

channel M1. These measures will not 

be new to the public, he said, noting 

that similar restrictions were imposed 

during the height of the epidemic in 

the spring. “The important thing is for 

Hungarians to be aware that such a 

plan is in the works and for them to 

arrange their trips in a way that they 

comply with tightened border controls 

which could create difficult situations 

when one is leaving or entering the 

country,” Bakondi said.

The government will do everything 

in its power to keep the virus outside 

the country and prevent its import 

from abroad either by Hungarians 

or foreigners, he added. To this end, 

border controls, screenings and 

quarantine rules must be tightened 

and the government must review its 

classification of countries according to 

the prevalence of Covid-19, Bakondi 

said.

CORONAVIRus - tWO DIE, 
REgIstERED INFECtIONs 
IN HuNgARY uP BY 22

Two elderly Covid-19 patients with 

an underlying illness have died and 

the number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has gone up 

by 22 to 5,155 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Sunday 

morning.

The number of fatalities increased 

to 613, while 3,695 people have 

made a recovery. There are 847 

active infections and 59 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in hospital 

for Covid-19, seven on ventilators. 

Fully 7,420 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of tests 

carried out stands at 397,092.

New restrictions on entering the 

country came into force on July 12, 

with the aim of preventing the import 

of infections from abroad. Foreign 

countries have been classed into three 

categories: red, yellow, green. The 

authorities are screening arrivals and 

taking action based on the severity of 

the infection rate in each country. This 

can include ordering home quarantine 

for 14 days and compulsory testing.

The site said that most new 

infections can be attributed to people 

ignoring symptoms and attending 
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family gatherings or smaller events 

with friends.  It noted that 

the operative board coordinating 

Hungary’s response to the epidemic 

will propose stricter restrictions on 

foreign travel at next week’s cabinet 

meeting. A ban on gatherings of more 

than 500 people is still in force in order 

to avoid a flare-up of the epidemic. As 

a general rule people must wear a face 

mask in shops and on public transport.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,246), followed by Pest 

County (754) and the counties of Fejér 

(393), Komárom-Esztergom (316) and 

Zala (279). Békés County has the fewest 

infections (19).

CHRIstDEMs: RAtE OF 
PREVENtABLE DEAtHs 
DOWN IN HuNgARY

Though there is still much to be done, 

it is clear that the rate of preventable 

deaths is down in Hungary, deputy 

leader of the co-ruling Christian 

Democrats Bence Rétvári said, citing 

a Eurostat study.

Eurostat has been compiling statistics 

on deaths from preventable diseases 

per 100,000 inhabitants in the under-75 

age group since 2011, Rétvári said in a 

statement. The statistical office looks 

at treatable mortalities that could have 

been avoided with health-care systems 

offering timely and effective treatments 

and preventable deaths which could 

have been avoided through optimal 

quality health care, he said.

The proportion of treatable deaths 

that indicate the effectiveness of the 

health-care system has gone down 

from 198 to 179, an improvement of 

10%, Rétvári said. The proportion of 

preventable deaths which shows the 

effectiveness of personal prevention and 

screening has dropped from 358 to 327, 

which is a 9% improvement, he added.

“The left-wing media and left-wing 

politicians were remarkably silent 

on the fact that Hungary has made 

considerable progress concerning 

both indicators,” Rétvári said. “All they 

talked about was that Hungary was 

towards the bottom of the various 

rankings, which is true, but is not 

due to the trends of the past several 

years but rather the legacy of the past 

decades.” “But once again, the left is 

not concerned with Hungary’s results 

because it wants to use everything to 

attack the government,” he said.

Over the past ten years the 

government has increased the health-

care budget by 76% and has upgraded 

91 hospitals and 51 outpatient clinics, 

he said. It introduced daily physical 

education classes in schools, launched 

schemes to support sporting activities 

and introduced the public health 

product tax, he noted.

Citing the same study, the 

opposition Democratic Coalition last 

week said that proportionally more 

people die from preventable diseases 

in Hungary than anywhere else in 

the European Union. It insisted the 

situation was largely due to a health-

care system that had “broken down 

over the past ten years”, as doctors had 

“fled abroad” and those who stayed 

received “humiliating salaries”.

LMP tO suBMIt 
AMENDMENt PROPOsAL 
ON VAt Cuts ON BAsIC 
FOODstuFFs

Opposition LMP will submit an 

amendment proposal to parliament 

that would require a 5 percent VAT 

rate on basic foodstuffs to be written 

into law, the party’s co-leader said in 

an online press conference.

The party has also launched a 

signature drive aimed at the reduction 

of the VAT rate on basic food products 

to 5% from the current 27%, Erzsébet 

Schmuck said. “It’s the price of fruits 

and vegetables in particular that has 

become unreasonably expensive,” 

Schmuck said, adding that they 

had become unaffordable to many 

families.

Also, with a view to improving the 

situation of pensioners, LMP is calling 

on the government to raise pensions 

if inflation exceeds annual pension 

hikes by more than 1 percentage point, 

Schmuck said. The party is also calling 

on the government to reintroduce the 

13th month pension with immediate 

effect, rather than gradually, she 

added.

tOROCZKAI RE-ELECtED 
LEADER OF MI HAZÁNK

László Toroczkai was re-elected 

leader of the radical nationalist 

non-parliamentary Mi Hazánk (Our 

Homeland) party at its congress in 

Budapest.
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Delegates to the congress also 

elected the board that will lead 

the party’s 2022 general election 

campaign, Toroczkai told reporters 

during a break in the meeting.

Dóra Dúró and Előd Novák have 

been re-elected as the party’s deputy 

leaders and they will be joined 

in their roles by MP István Apáti, 

Zoltan Pakusza, Mi Hazánk’s Miskolc 

representative, and Dávid Dócs, 

mayor of the village of Cserháthaláp 

in northern Hungary.

Concerning his party’s future 

directions, Toroczkai said the 

delegates had approved the political 

direction Mi Hazánk has pursued 

up to this point. The party does 

not want to be a part of either the 

“united left-liberal bloc or the power 

centre around [ruling] Fidesz”, he 

added. “Instead, Mi Hazánk wants to 

build a Hungarian national economy 

that benefits the Hungarian people 

rather than foreigners or oligarchs,” 

Toroczkai said.

tRIANON MEMORIAL 
INAuguRAtED  
IN KONDOROs

Local and central government 

officials unveiled a monument 

commemorating the Treaty of Trianon, 

100 years after it was signed, in 

Kondoros, in the southeast of Hungary.

“In solidarity there lies enormous 

strength, as is shown by the historical 

past of the Hungarian people and 

the inauguration of this monument 

today,” Defence Ministry state secretary 

Szilárd Németh said at the ceremony. 

He said Hungarians had suffered many 

hardships, but had always kept their 

faith in freedom, national values and 

Christian culture intact. “That faith as 

well as patriots who can create unity 

are necessary today, too,” he added.

A letter from Deputy Prime 

Minister Zsolt Semjén was read at the 

inauguration in which he wrote that 

the Treaty of Trianon is “a wound, a 

stigma and a mission”. “The monument 

is a declaration of national solidarity 

and a path to the future,” he added.

The monument was erected with a 

grant from the manager of the Bethlen 

Gabor Fund, local council funding and 

donations from Hungarians living 

inside and outside of the country.

gOVt tO LAuNCH 
CAMPAIgN PROMOtINg 
HuNgARIAN PRODuCts

The government will launch a 

campaign in days to promote 

Hungarian products, state secretary 

Csaba Dömötör said in a video 

message posted on his Facebook 

page. “Choosing Hungarian products 

protects Hungarian jobs,” Dömötör 

said. He added that buying Hungarian 

products also reduces the country’s 

dependency, strengthens its economy 

and is better for the environment as 

foreign products may travel thousands 

of kilometres to reach Hungary.


