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Compared with Hungary, the status of the epidemic is worsening in most countries, Orbán said in his weekly interview 

with public broadcaster Kossuth Radio, adding that his earlier remark that the biggest threat facing Hungary is the import 

of the virus from abroad was now “even more valid than before”. The prime minister said the epidemic response measures 

imposed in the spring had saved tens of thousands of lives. “So we have some knowledge about how to defend against 

the virus and it’s primarily this experience that we’ll have to build on in the autumn.” Orbán said travel restrictions based 

on the classification of countries according to the prevalence of Covid-19 that the government introduced in the summer 

would no longer be sufficient from Sept. 1, adding that restrictions on foreign travel would have to be tightened. The 

prime minister asked the public not to book any trips to countries to the south of Hungary after Sept. 1, as doing so would 

“interfere with our border protection measures”.

Because the import of the novel coronavirus from abroad remains the biggest threat 
facing Hungary, the government will need to enact further restrictive measures, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán said.

ORBÁN: FURTHER RESTRICTIVE MEASURES NEEDED
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ORBÁN: HUNGARY WELL-
EQUIPPED TO HANDLE 
POTENTIAL SURGE  
IN CORONAVIRUS CASES

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, when 

asked in a radio interview if Hungary’s 

health-care sector was prepared to 

deal with a surge in the number of 

coronavirus cases, said that in March 

Hungary had acquired the tools 

necessary to defend against the 

epidemic which would be put to use 

in the autumn. “Everyone can rest easy. 

We have all the tools we need,” he said. 

Orbán added that Innovation and 

Technology Minister László Palkovics 

and Human Resources Minister 

Miklós Kásler had “devised a plan for 

how we can use our own production 

capacities to manufacture our own 

equipment instead of having to 

procure everything [from abroad] next 

time”. Hungary is a leader in ventilator 

production, he said, adding that 

there would come a time when every 

ventilator in the country is produced 

locally. “Hungary has good reason to 

be in a much more balanced state of 

mind ahead of the second wave of the 

epidemic than we were in March.”

The prime minister also said that he 

had received all the help he needed 

from Hungarian experts during the first 

wave of the epidemic. “The culture of 

national service in the scientific and 

medical world dealing with health 

care is remarkably strong,” he said. “I 

think this is one of the prerequisites of a 

successful defence [against the virus].” 

Orbán added that in the spring experts 

had said that until there was a vaccine 

against the virus the current state of 

uncertainty would remain. The world 

today is closer to finding a vaccine and 

there is a good chance that one that 

provides some level of protection will 

be available to the masses, so Hungary 

has “opened its taps in every direction, 

as it did in the spring”, he added.

ORBÁN: ONLINE 
CLASSES NOT WITHOUT 
DRAWBACKS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in a 

regular radio interview, said that 

though he believed the transition 

to digital classes had gone better 

than expected in the spring, such 

an arrangement was not without its 

drawbacks. Orbán said more than 10% 

of students had “simply disappeared 

from the education system” because 

they only rarely took part in online 

classes or not at all. “When classes 

start in September it’s likely that there’ll 

be greater knowledge gaps within 

classes than there were before the 

outbreak of the epidemic,” Orbán said. 

He added that although it would be 

more challenging for teachers to put 

together material that is suitable for the 

whole class, he believed they would be 

able to manage. Orbán cautioned that 

digital education should not be seen as 

equivalent to in-person classes, saying 

that classroom instruction was still the 

most suitable method for achieving 

educational goals. “Therefore we must 

do everything we can to avoid having 

to transition to an unconventional 

form of classes and protect traditional 

classroom instruction,” the prime 

minister said.

ORBÁN: NEW PLAN 
TO BOOST GROWTH 
EXPECTED BY MID-SEPT

The government expects to be ready 

with a new two-year plan to boost 

economic growth by mid-September, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public 

broadcaster Kossuth Radio. In his 

regular weekly interview, the prime 

minister said he discussed economic 

policy measures with the relevant 

ministers and experts and asked them 

to combine their individual proposals 

drafted over the past several weeks to 

form a “logical growth plan containing 

dozens of measures” by mid-

September. He said he expected the 

two-year plan which the government 

will implement starting with the 

fourth quarter of 2020 to pass “all the 

necessary political and government 

forums” by the middle of next month. 

Orbán said his government’s economic 

policy up until now had been focused 

on saving jobs. “This is not something 

we’ll shelve, we won’t give up on this 

goal,” the prime minister said.

He noted that the government 

had imposed a moratorium on loan 

repayments which had allowed 

hundreds of thousands of families 

to focus on stabilising their finances. 

Businesses have also been able to 

retain their employees as they “broke 

free from the grip of banks”, Orbán said. 
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The government also introduced job 

protection schemes and launched 

development plans aimed at job 

creation, he added. The government 

has succeeded in saving jobs, Orbán 

said, arguing that employment was 

up compared with January. He added, 

however, that there was more work 

to be done, as employment figures 

were still down compared to June 

2019. He said the government had 

also done a good job in preparing its 

economic growth plan as a part of the 

funds earmarked for the coronavirus 

response measures had been used to 

finance future investments. Hungarian 

investors will launch the projects 

they invested in with the help of the 

government’s 100 billion forint (EUR 

286.3m) investment support scheme 

as early as next year, the prime minister 

added.

ORBÁN: FOCUS SHOULD 
BE ON ‘DEEPER POLITICAL 
QUESTIONS’

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in his 

weekly radio interview, said political 

thinking in Hungary over the past 

100-150 years had been “public law-

oriented” but “we had 850 years when 

it wasn’t like this and we could focus 

on deeper political questions instead 

of minor details related to public 

law.” These, Orbán said, included 

questions like Hungary’s location, its 

size, its population compared to its 

neighbours, the size of the area in 

which the Hungarian population can 

live and defend, identifying who is a 

threat, determining whether Hungary’s 

neighbours should be considered 

threats or if Hungary could get along 

with them, who the closest major 

powers are “and whether or not they 

want to step on our throats, whether 

we can avoid conflicts or have to 

engage with them in the way we had 

to with the Turks”.

“Hungarian politics had a 

geopolitical dimension back then 

which has faded and I would like this 

way of thinking to make a comeback,” 

he said. Orbán said central European 

nations now had a chance to build 

themselves up. Central European 

nations should not be thinking about 

how to find “protectors that are much 

bigger than them as they have in the 

past 100-150 years”, he said. “We now 

have an opportunity to join forces, to 

try to work together, try to organise 

ourselves and to somehow combine 

that fantastic life opportunity that 

makes up central Europe in knowledge, 

spirit, energy and economic potential 

while preserving our sovereignty,” the 

prime minister said.

“This requires a command ship and 

that ship is Poland,” he added. Orbán 

said Poland with its population of 

around 40 million was a fast-growing 

country with a considerable military, 

“huge economic potential” and diverse 

interests in the region. “If we get our 

own ships in the right formation and 

organise our forces around those of 

Poland and can reach an agreement 

with them, central Europe will be 

much better suited to protecting our 

interests, we’ll be richer and we’ll grow 

faster than if we looked for protectors 

from the outside,” he said.

TWO PATIENTS 
DIE, REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS CASES 
INCREASE BY 52  
IN HUNGARY

Two elderly patients suffering from 

underlying illnesses died and the 

number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has gone 

up by 52 to 5,098 over the past 24 

hours, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Friday. The number of fatalities has 

increased to 611, while 3,681 people 

have made a recovery. There are 806 

active infections and 58 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in hospital 

for Covid-19, six on ventilators. Fully 

7,543 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of tests 

carried out stands at 393,431.

New restrictions on entering the 

country came into force on July 12, 

with the aim of preventing the import 

of infections from abroad. Foreign 

countries have been classed into three 

categories: red, yellow, green. The 

authorities are screening arrivals and 

taking action based on the severity of 

the infection rate in each country. This 

can include ordering home quarantine 

for 14 days and compulsory testing. 

The site said that most new infections 

can be attributed to people ignoring 

symptoms and attending family 

gatherings or smaller events with 

friends. It noted that the operative 

board coordinating Hungary’s 
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response to the epidemic will propose 

stricter restrictions on foreign travel at 

next week’s cabinet meeting. A ban on 

gatherings of more than 500 people 

is still in force in order to avoid a flare-

up of the epidemic. As a general rule 

people must wear a face mask in shops 

and on public transport.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,215), followed by Pest 

County (747) and the counties of Fejér 

(393), Komárom-Esztergom (315) and 

Zala (279). Békés County has the fewest 

infections (19).

ORBÁN: HUNGARIANS 
‘CHAMPIONS OF SURVIVAL’

One hundred years after Hungary’s 

defeat in the first world war and the 

post-war Trianon Peace Treaty “we 

Hungarians stand on the stage of 

European history as the champions 

of survival”, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said at the inauguration of 

the National Cohesion Memorial on 

the national holiday celebrating St. 

Stephen, Hungary’s first Christian king. 

“There is no other nation in the world 

that would have survived a century 

like this,” Orbán said at the memorial 

at Budapest’s Kossuth Square before 

a class of graduate military officers. 

Hungary’s reckoning over the Trianon 

Treaty on the centenary of its signing 

this past June has allowed the nation 

to declare an end to “the era of 

Hungary’s hundred years of solitude”, 

the prime minister said. After the 

collapse of Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia 

and the Soviet Union, Hungary 

became the largest economy and most 

populous state in the Carpathian Basin, 

he said, adding that “this comes with 

responsibilities that we can’t shy away 

from”.

“We cannot ignore the lessons of 

the past one hundred years,” the 

prime minister said. Orbán said this 

was the reason why his government 

had enacted the laws of the “nation-

minded policies of the new era”, 

declared Hungary’s interests and 

intention to participate in a central 

European alliance based on national 

sovereignty, freedom and common 

interests.

“On August 20 we must remind 

ourselves that independent statehood 

that guarantees a nation its own 

homeland … is more of an exceptional 

state of being than a natural one,” 

Orbán said. “A people that desires 

its own homeland and wants to live 

its life according to its own laws and 

customs – like the Hungarian people 

– must fight for its sovereignty and 

freedom every minute of its existence,” 

he added. “We must remember the 

strength, determination, talent, blood, 

sacrifices and valour required for us to 

be able to stand here today.”

Addressing the graduate officers, 

Orbán said few of them knew the 

role they would play in shaping the 

future of “a Hungary that is in the 

process of regaining its self-esteem, 

breaking free of the hundred years 

of captivity of Trianon … and ridding 

itself of the miserable gown of 

defeatism and subservience.” Orbán 

said the “simple truth” that “life is a 

duty” was what would give life to the 

country’s economic prosperity and 

offer guidance to new generations. 

“Selfishness has ensnared European life 

but those who aim to fulfil their duties 

will never lose their way,” he added. 

Orbán said he believed that the new 

graduate officers embodied the “idol of 

the Hungarian soldier ready to use his 

weapon, or if need be, lay down his life 

to perform his duty”. The fewer people 

there are who perform their duties 

the harder others will have to work to 

perform theirs, he said, adding that this 

was the mission awaiting Hungarian 

military officers.

Concerning the newly-inaugurated 

National Cohesion Memorial, Orbán 

said it was worthy of completing 

“the panorama of the nation’s main 

square”. The prime minister said his 

government had fulfilled the duty it 

had undertaken on the occasion of 

the 100th anniversary of the Trianon 

Treaty. The centenary of the treaty’s 

signing was declared the year of 

national cohesion and the anniversary 

was commemorated, although the 

threat posed by the pandemic made 

it impossible to organise a complete 

event. The lessons to be learned 

from the past century and the loss of 

Hungary’s territories were analysed 

and confronted by academics, 

representatives of Hungary’s cultural 

life, ethnic Hungarian communities 

beyond the border, churches and 

politicians, he said. Orbán said Hungary 

now not only had to declare that it has 

survived but also that “flying its flags 

high and having regained its self-
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esteem, it stands on the verge of great 

times and ready to win”.

Hungary is a safe home that is 

prepared to welcome everyone back 

who wants to be a part of building 

the nation, the prime minister said. 

“After a hundred years we’ve finally 

understood that Hungarians can never 

again afford themselves the luxury 

of weakness.” Orbán said the seven 

tenets of Hungary’s nation-minded 

policies in the 21st century were that 

the homeland exists only as long as 

there is someone there to love it, every 

Hungarian child is a new “lookout”, 

truth is worth little without power, 

Hungarians will only get to keep what 

they can defend, “every match lasts 

until we win”, it is the country, not the 

nation that has borders and that no 

Hungarian is alone.

ORBÁN: EUROPE’S 
POSITION ON GLOBAL 
POLITICAL STAGE 
DECLINING

While Hungarians celebrate their 

national cohesion, “Europe’s ship has 

become stranded and its position on 

the global political stage and in global 

trade has taken a hit,” Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said at the inauguration 

of the National Cohesion Memorial 

on the national holiday celebrating 

St. Stephen, Hungary’s first Christian 

king. The “uncontestable advantage” 

of European nations, the European 

spirit and technology is no more, the 

prime minister said. Orbán questioned 

whether European leaders were up to 

the task of reinventing the continent’s 

politics and economy and whether the 

nations of Europe would understand 

this and accept the effect it had on 

their lives and find their way back 

to “the world of hard work, sensible 

management and a responsible 

lifestyle”. Orbán said western Europe 

had given up on the vitality that lay 

behind the “greatness” and success 

it enjoyed for the past thousand 

years, the “spiritual depth of life”, the 

happiness afforded by marriage and 

having offspring and the “spiritual 

energy of national cultures”. 

“In other words, western Europe has 

given up on Christian Europe,” Orbán 

said. “Instead it’s experimenting with 

a godless cosmos, with the rainbow 

reshaping of families, with migration 

and with open societies.” Meanwhile, 

the nations of central Europe 

honour their ancient life instincts, 

the liberating power of Christianity, 

respect for work, national pride and 

their responsibility for their children 

and parents, he said. “This is why we 

protect our borders and leave our 

homeland to our own children instead 

of migrants.” Orbán said the West had 

lost its appeal to central Europeans, 

while “they don’t consider central 

Europe a desirable world either”. 

Europe must find a way forward in 

which neither half forces its way of 

life and worldview onto the other, he 

said, adding that this was “the alpha 

and omega” of European unity today.

He said the newly-inaugurated 

National Cohesion Memorial was a 

call, even an urgent cry to central 

European nations that envision their 

life in a reinvented Christian world that 

they must find a path to cooperation 

and find a way forward that guarantees 

their own national independence and 

an alliance among central European 

nations while also contributing to 

European unity. “For this, it must be 

made clear that central Europe must 

be shaped by central Europeans,” 

the prime minister said. Leaving it to 

foreigners to shape the life of central 

Europe will only lead to divisions, 

hostilities and subservience, he added. 

“It will allow others to reap the benefits 

of our valuable labour and world-class 

intellectual accomplishments and use 

it to increase their own power.” He said 

it had been centuries since central 

European countries last had as good 

a chance as they do now to shape 

their own fates. Hungarians must 

now prepare to cooperate and remind 

their friends that “the stars won’t be 

aligned in our favour forever”, he said. 

Orbán said the memorial symbolised 

that Hungarians were the heirs to 

“everything our ancestors built in the 

Carpathian Basin and contributed 

to humanity in the world of culture, 

science, the economy and sport”.

ÁDER: ‘ETERNAL 
HUNGARY’ MUST BE 
ENRICHED IN TIMES  
OF TRIAL

“Difficult months lie ahead of us, but 

whatever trials await us, we must enrich, 

build and serve eternal Hungary,” 

President János Áder said at a swearing-
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in ceremony of officers marking the 

August 20 national holiday in front of 

the parliament building on Thursday. 

Áder stressed that this August 20 

holiday is different from those before 

as “we are filled with concern and 

uncertainty”. 

“Just as was our Easter holiday this 

year, today’s holiday also requires self-

discipline amidst restrictions,” he added. 

“A holiday such as this, stripped of its 

usual adornments can make us aware 

of how eternal Hungary, established 

by St. Stephen, was built and – in spite 

of difficulties – continues to be built 

today, too,” Áder said. In times like these, 

he said the work of those who serve 

the common good becomes more 

apparent: the perseverance of doctors, 

nurses and caregivers; the patience of 

teachers, instructors and educators; the 

discipline of soldiers, the police and the 

border patrol.

HUNGARIANS MARK 
AUGUST 20 NATIONAL 
HOLIDAY

Hungarians celebrated on Thursday 

the August 20 national holiday, 

commemorating the founding of the 

state of Hungary in the year 1000 A.D. by 

Saint Stephen, Hungary’s first Christian 

king. The celebrations officially started 

in the morning with the hoisting of the 

national flag by a ceremonial guard 

in front of the parliament building. 

President János Áder, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán, House Speaker László 

Kövér, Defence Minister Tibor Benkő; 

representatives of the government, the 

state and the military; and diplomats, 

as well as several hundred onlookers 

participated at the ceremony. Other 

programmes traditionally held to mark 

the holiday, such as an air show and a 

fireworks display, were cancelled this 

year because of the novel coronavirus 

epidemic.

Defence Minister Benkő asked 

the soldiers to serve in a way that 

wins acknowledgement of their 

commitment to creed and to sacrifice, 

to be examples of patriotism, loyalty 

and allegiance to country, bravery, 

heroism, devotion, modesty and 

humility.

Speaking at an awards ceremony at 

the Carmelite monastery in Budapest 

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén 

said the transcendent goal of the state 

is the preservation of the Hungarian 

nation and the improvement of their 

quality of life. He added that the 

transcendent goal of the state can 

only be achieved if there are people 

from all walks of life who serve the 

preservation of the nation.

SOCIALISTS GATHER OVER 
100,000 SIGNATURES IN 
SUPPORT OF REFERENDUM 
ON PROTECTION OF LAKES

The opposition Socialist Party has 

collected over 100,000 signatures in 

support of its initiative for a referendum 

on protecting natural lakes in Hungary, 

lawmaker Ágnes Kunhalmi said. The 

party’s goal is to protect Lake Balaton 

and other natural lakes, and to prevent 

public beaches from being inundated 

with construction, Kunhalmi told an 

online press conference. “[Ruling] 

Fidesz is on its own on this issue,” 

she said, arguing that the matter of 

protecting Lake Balaton transcended 

partisan leanings. “It’s now oligarchs 

linked to Fidesz versus the rest of the 

country.” She added that the National 

Election Committee (NVB) will decide 

on whether or not to greenlight the 

party’s referendum bid on Monday.

Socialist Party leader Bertalan 

Tóth said the party expects the NVB 

to maintain a standard that is not 

“cowardly” and to give the people a 

chance to decide on whether Fidesz’s 

“colonisation” of the area around 

Lake Balaton should be stopped. 

If the referendum questions are 

approved, the Socialists will invite the 

other opposition parties to join the 

referendum campaign, Tóth said.

The Socialists’ referendum bid 

contains three questions. The first will 

ask people whether public beaches 

on natural lakes should be accessible 

free of charge. The second and third 

questions will ask whether parliament 

should impose a ban on selling public 

beaches and undertaking construction 

projects on them.

CARDINAL ERDŐ: ST. 
STEPHEN BUILT  
HIS COUNTRY, LIFE  
ON ROCK OF CHRIST

Saint Stephen, Hungary’s first 

Christian king, built his country and 

his life “on the rock that is Christ”, 

Cardinal Péter Erdő, Archbishop of 
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Esztergom-Budapest, said in a mass 

delivered at St. Stephen’s Basilica in 

Budapest on Thursday, marking the 

August 20 national holiday. “When we 

celebrate King Saint Stephen it is not 

just the past that we commemorate,” 

the cardinal said. “We also give thanks 

to God for the survival of Stephen’s 

people and ask that we may continue 

our journey with renewed strength 

and hope.” The mass, normally held 

on the square in front of the Basilica 

with tens of thousands of pilgrims 

present, was limited to the inside of 

the church this year due to restrictions 

on mass gatherings imposed because 

of the novel coronavirus epidemic. 

The service was attended by President 

János Áder and Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán.

In an interview with public 

broadcaster Kossuth Radio aired 

on Thursday, Erdő said the lesson 

Christians had learnt in the recent 

period was that although God had 

entrusted mankind to be “good 

stewards of the world”, that doesn’t 

entail “full power over creation”. “The 

more we come to know the forces 

of nature and the mysterious ways 

in which the world works … the 

more we come to realise that even 

with all our abilities, organisation 

and scientific knowledge we’re still 

too small to have control over every 

process,” Erdő said.

LMP: GOVT TOURISM 
DEVELOPMENTS DON’T 
SERVE HUNGARIANS’ 
NEEDS

János Kendernay, the co-

leader of opposition LMP, said 

the government’s tourism 

developments serve global tourism 

interests rather than the needs of 

Hungarian tourists, speaking at 

an online press conference. At 

the press conference streamed 

on Facebook, Kendernay said the 

novel coronavirus epidemic could 

have provided an opportunity for 

changes to the vision for Hungarian 

tourism. He said more money 

should have gone to support small 

and medium-sized enterprises; 

instead the government was 

spending billions of forints on the 

construction of big hotels and 

“pouring cement all around Lake 

Balaton”. Kendernay said every 

Hungarian ought to have the 

opportunity to take a two-week 

summer vacation in country, and 

that would support local businesses.


