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The president presented this year’s Kossuth and Széchenyi prizes, as well as the Hungarian Order of Merit, Middle Cross, in 

a ceremony postponed from the March 15 national holiday due to the novel coronavirus pandemic.

In his address, Áder commemorated Hungary’s 1848 revolution, which broke out on March 15, and made special mention 

of those working behind the front lines.

“A wonder of Hungarian history is that joint action to achieve a common goal takes on a special significance: to build a 

new homeland and to create its freedom and independence in everyday life,” the president said. The achievements of 

the awardees have made Hungary richer, he said. “They have been teaching, healing, developing, serving, entertaining, 

researching, organising and editing” in a way that is worthy of the heroes of Hungarian history, the president added.

The awarding ceremony was attended by House Speaker László Kövér. Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, who is attending an 

extraordinary summit meeting of the European Union, had to stay away from the event.

President János Áder has handed over high state awards in Budapest.

ÁDER HANDs OVER HIgH stAtE AWARDs

Events commemorating August 20 
national holiday 

Coronavirus updates
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Installation at a light show in Debrecen theatre
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ORBÁN: Eu NEEDs 
gEOstRAtEgIC PLAN

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

underlined his support for Poland’s 

position on Belarus at a meeting of the 

Visegrad Group, the prime minister’s 

press chief told MTI, adding that at a 

videoconference of European Union 

leaders afterwards, Orbán called for 

the bloc to draw up a geostrategic 

plan that would contain military and 

economic aspects.

The V4 countries were in agreement 

on the issue of Belarus, according to 

the prime minister, and Poland’s 

position was firmly supported by all 

V4 countries, Bertalan Havasi said.

During the European Council 

videoconference, Orbán said a 

geostrategic plan was urgently needed 

in light of the outcome of the crisis in 

Belarus. This should cover military and 

economic aspects, as well as policies 

on human rights and democracy.

sZIJJÁRtÓ: gOVt sCHEME 
sAVEs 120,000 JOBs

The government’s scheme to boost 

investments and revive the economy 

has so far helped save 120,000 jobs, the 

minister of foreign affairs and trade said 

on Facebook.

Péter Szijjártó said that 646 

companies out of 806 bidders have 

now received grants totalling 146 

billion forints (EUR 418), adding that 

the combined value of government-

assisted projects was over 300 

billion forints. The minister said that 

the programme will increase the 

participants’ competitiveness in the 

long term, and help the Hungarian 

economy return to pre-pandemic 

levels.

NAtO COMMANDER 
RECEIVEs  
HIgH stAtE AWARD

Jörg Vollmer, Commander of NATO’s 

Allied Joint Force Command (JFC) 

Brunssum, has been awarded the 

Hungarian Order of Merit, Middle Cross.

Defence Minister Tibor Benkő 

handed over the award at the ministry 

of defence in Budapest.

The award recognises the German 

Lieutenant General’s outstanding role 

in establishing and strengthening 

Hungarian-German military relations, 

according to the commendation. 

At the ceremony, Benkő noted 

that cooperation began in 2009 in 

Afghanistan, where German and 

Hungarian soldiers worked together to 

bring peace, and it continues up to the 

present day with the establishment of 

the headquarters of the multinational 

division based in Székesfehérvár, a 

NATO command centre. Vollmer said 

he was honoured to receive the award.

sOCIALIsts CALL ON gOVt 
tO sEt uP INDEPENDENt 
HEALtH MINIstRY

The opposition Socialist Party called 

on the prime minister to set up an 

independent ministry in charge 

of health care and appoint a new 

minister to oversee it. In a Facebook 

entry, Socialist lawmaker Ildikó Bangó 

Borbély said Human Resources Minister 

Miklós Kásler was “unfit” for his post, 

arguing that he relied on assistance 

from Interior Minister Sándor Pintér and 

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics to manage the health-

care system.

Borbély Bangó again called on the 

government to reveal its plans for 

overhauling the country’s health-care 

system, which she insisted had been 

ordered from an international analyst 

firm by Pintér. She said the fact that 

the analysis on the health-care sector’s 

overhaul had been ordered by the 

interior minister also demonstrated 

Kásler’s “incompetence”.

The lawmaker said the state 

of Hungary’s health-care system 

was “progressively getting worse 

each year”, insisting that some one 

million people lacked access to basic 

care due to a shortage of general 

practitioners. Citing a recent study, 

she said Hungary had the highest 

number of preventable deaths due 

to shortcomings of the country’s 

health-care system in the European 

Union.

CORONAVIRus - 
REgIstERED INFECtIONs 
IN HuNgARY  
INCREAsE BY 32

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has gone 

up by 32 to 5,002 over the past 24 
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hours, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Wednesday morning. The number of 

fatalities remained stable at 609, while 

3,665 people have made a recovery. 

There are 728 active infections and 

57 coronavirus patients are being 

treated in hospital for Covid-19, seven 

on ventilators.

Fully 7,806 people are in official 

home quarantine, while the number 

of tests carried out stands at 387,111. 

New restrictions on entering the 

country came into force on July 

12, with the aim of preventing the 

import of infections from abroad. 

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on the 

severity of the infection rate in each 

country. This can include ordering 

home quarantine for 14 days and 

compulsory testing. The site said that 

most new infections can be attributed 

to people ignoring symptoms and 

attending family gatherings or smaller 

events with friends. To avoid a flare-up 

of the epidemic, the government has 

cancelled the celebrations that draw 

large crowds on the August 20 national 

holiday, including the fireworks and 

the air show. A ban on gatherings of 

more than 500 people is still in force. As 

a general rule people must wear a face 

mask in shops and in public transport.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,178), followed by Pest 

County (738) and the counties of Fejér 

(391), Komárom-Esztergom (315) and 

Zala (279). Békés county has the fewest 

infections (19).

CORONAVIRus - MANY 
RECOVERED PAtIENts 
DEALINg WItH CHRONIC 
FAtIguE sYNDROME, PtsD

Many people who have recovered from 

Covid-19 have ended up developing 

chronic fatigue syndrome and post-

traumatic stress disorder, Hungary’s 

chief epidemiologist said.

Roughly 20-25% of recovered 

Covid-19 patients have developed 

chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) and 

10% of those who were treated in 

intensive care have also ended up 

dealing with post-traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD), János Szlávik of the 

Budapest South Pest Hospital told 

public news channel M1. Recovered 

Hungarian patients have also shown 

signs of PTSD, he added.

As regards public discipline around 

the use of face masks, Szlávik said 

it was mainly young people who 

tended to neglect wearing them, 

adding that they needed to be 

reminded that it was not them who 

were primarily under threat from the 

virus but rather those they could 

infect.

BuDgEt DEFICIt HuF 2,165 
BN At END-JuLY,  
FINMIN CONFIRMs

Hungary’s budget deficit, excluding 

local councils, was 2,165 billion forints 

(EUR 6.2 bn) at the end of July, the 

finance ministry said in a detailed 

release of data.

Additional spending on virus 

protection, economic stimulus and 

pre-financing for European Union-

funded projects, increased the 

shortfall. Payouts for EU-funded 

projects came to 1,274.9 billion 

forints by the end of July, while 

transfers from Brussels were 489.5 

billion.

“Resources necessary for jump-

starting the economy and for 

pandemic defence are covered 

entirely from the Hungarian budget,” 

the ministry said. “Although the 

economic recovery has begun, 

the jump-start after the state of 

emergency will continue to require 

resources of a large scale. It is the 

government’s intention to give 

Hungarian businesses all means 

of support and to create as many 

workplaces as have been lost because 

of the pandemic,” it said.

PAKs BLOCK 1  
OPERAtINg REguLARLY

The number one block of the Paks 

nuclear plant is again operating at 

its nominal output, the plant said on 

its website, noting that a turbine of 

the block was shut down for safety 

reasons on July 24. The National 

Atomic Energy Office (OAH) said a 

problem with the electric system 

has been fixed and the block is 

now operating at its nominal 

493-megawatt capacity. The block’s 

safety has not been affected, neither 

has there been an impact on the 

environment, OAH said.


