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Várhelyi told MTI that he had visited Tunisia on Monday, accompanied by Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio and Interior 

Minister Luciana Lamorgese, as well as European Commissioner for Home Affairs Ylva Johansson.

The purpose of the visit was to present to Tunisian authorities the EC’s new approach which is based on the assumption that 

long-term cooperation must be based on mutual benefits, he said. The EU is willing to further increase support to Tunisia 

if the country cooperates in areas of special importance to the EU, such as stopping illegal migration, he added. Várhelyi 

said the visit was successful and the Tunisian side expressed an understanding of the problems raised. Ten million euros 

of extra support was offered to Tunisia to properly equip border protection forces, including the coastal guard, to stop 

the departure of illegal migrants, he said. The sides were in agreement that the situation also posed a danger to Tunisia 

because criminal groups that organise the movement of migrants could also undermine security in the country, he said.

The European Union, EU member states and Mediterranean countries must develop 
mutually beneficial cooperation to stop illegal migration, Olivér Várhelyi, the 
commissioner for neighbourhood policy and enlargement, said.

VÁRHELYI: ILLEGAL MIGRATION MUST BE STOPPED

Coronavirus updates

State awards granted on occasion of 
Aug 20 national holiday

Natl police presser on patrols over 
holiday weekend

M
TI

/G
yö

rg
y 

Va
rg

a

Fog in Somogy County on August 18

http://hungarymatters.hu/


All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

AUGUST 19, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

VÁRHELYI: STABILISING 
NORTH AFRICAN REGION 
IN EU’S INTEREST

The European Union’s interest is to 

stabilise the North African region with 

the help of economic cooperation, 

Olivér Várhelyi, the commissioner 

for neighbourhood policy and 

enlargement, told MTI. During the 

new multi-year budget period, the EU 

is ready to prepare a comprehensive 

economic development plan to help 

Tunisia retain its young population, 

Várhelyi said. Help will be offered for 

job creation and economic growth. 

Várhelyi said he was planning further 

visits to Morocco, Algeria and Egypt, 

which are also important partners 

to the EU. Cooperation can only be 

successful if it serves mutual interests, 

he said.

The commissioner added that the 

current EC was working together 

with member countries to craft 

the relevant messages together; 

this is the reason why the Italian 

ministers accompanied him on 

his visit to Tunisia on Monday. EU 

institutions must work together 

with member countries, because 

neither the institutions nor the 

member countries would be able to 

handle the situation alone, he said. 

Cooperation is necessary because 

illegal migration is bad for Europe, 

the member states and also the 

Mediterranean countries, Várhelyi 

said. In addition to border protection 

and accelerating the return of illegal 

migrants, securing an economic 

outlook is the most effective means 

of success, he added.

ORBÁN TO ATTEND EU 
TELECONFERENCE ON 
BELARUS ON WED 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán will 

attend a teleconference of European 

Union leaders on developments in 

Belarus, called for Wednesday, the 

PM’s press chief confirmed to MTI on 

Monday evening. Earlier in the day, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

that Hungary backs Poland’s call for 

the presidential election in Belarus 

to be repeated with international 

monitoring.

GULYÁS: HUNGARY ‘IN 
BETTER SHAPE’ THAN 
EUROPE

When marking the national holiday 

celebrating Hungary’s statehood it 

is important to acknowledge that 

“all things considered our country is 

in better shape than our continent”, 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, said at an awards 

ceremony. Over the course of its 1,020 

years of statehood, Hungary enjoyed 

“few quiet centuries of peace and 

prosperity in which families lived 

safely and homes, villages and cities 

could be built without having to 

fight or defend themselves against 

something”, Gulyás said handing out 

state and ministry awards. He said that 

“in the spirit of making a clean slate of 

the past”, statues were being toppled 

and “citizens insistent on holding 

onto their past” were being “beaten 

and assaulted” in several European 

countries today. The right to assembly 

is being eroded in Belarus, Christians 

are being persecuted “more and more 

openly across the globe” and Christian 

communities are being weakened in 

Europe, he said. But central Europe, he 

added, was making an effort to take a 

stand against these tendencies. “We 

value freedom, a state that serves its 

citizens and the community preserving 

its culture that is under attack,” Gulyás 

said.

KÖVÉR: HUNGARY HAS 
REGAINED ITS PRESTIGE 

On the 100th anniversary of the 

Trianon treaty, it can be said that 

Hungary has regained its prestige 

thanks to its achievements over 

the past ten years, László Kövér, the 

speaker of parliament, said in a public 

radio interview. Accordingly, leaders 

in the region now see that “success in 

the future cannot be at each other’s 

expense”, he added.

As a consequence of the Treaty of 

Trianon, drafted at the Paris Peace 

Conference and signed in Versailles 

on June 4, 1920, Hungary lost two-

thirds of its territory. The year 2020 

has been declared Year of National 

Unity “not only to commemorate the 

tragedy of Trianon but to celebrate 

the country’s survival over the past 

hundred years in spite of it,” Kövér 

said. “The intention of the Trianon 
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treaty’s drafters – a not especially 

secret one – was to sentence the 

country to death as a state and as a 

nation; to wipe it off the face of the 

earth,” he said. Kövér said Hungarian 

literature, film and theatre over the 

past 30 years had not dealt with what 

happened a hundred years ago widely 

enough in the public arena.

He also said external pressures 

such as “the wave of migrants” now 

threatened “our identity” but at the 

same time this had reinvigorated 

Visegrad cooperation. The Visegrad 

Group is once again cooperating in 

defensive and constructive ways, 

and this may form the basis for even 

broader central European cooperation 

in the future, he added.

ONE PATIENT 
DIES, REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS INCREASE BY 
24 IN HUNGARY

One elderly patient suffering from 

an underlying illness died and the 

number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has gone up 

by 24 to 4,970 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Tuesday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

increased to 609, while 3,631 people 

have made a recovery. There are 730 

active infections and 60 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in hospital 

for Covid-19, six on ventilators. Fully 

8,098 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of tests 

carried out stands at 383,411.

New restrictions on entering the 

country came into force on July 12, 

with the aim of preventing the import 

of infections from abroad. Foreign 

countries have been classed into three 

categories: red, yellow, green. The 

authorities are screening arrivals and 

taking action based on the severity of 

the infection rate in each country. This 

can include ordering home quarantine 

for 14 days and compulsory testing. 

The government and the chief medical 

officer review the classification of the 

countries on a weekly basis. The site 

said that most new infections can be 

attributed to people ignoring symptoms 

and attending family gatherings or 

smaller events with friends.  

To avoid a flare-up of the epidemic, 

the government has cancelled the 

celebrations that draw large crowds 

on the August 20 national holiday, 

including the fireworks and the air 

show. A ban on gatherings of more 

than 500 people is still in force. As a 

general rule people must wear a face 

mask in shops and on public transport.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,163), followed by Pest 

County (735) and the counties of Fejér 

(386), Komárom-Esztergom (315) and 

Zala (277). Békés County has the fewest 

infections (19).

OFFICIAL: OVER 1.6 M SIGN 
GOVT’S CORONAVIRUS 
SURVEY 

A total of 1.633 million residents 

have returned their questionnaires 

in the government’s “National 

Consultation” survey concerning the 

Covid-19 pandemic, a state secretary 

of the prime minister’s cabinet 

said on Facebook. Csaba Dömötör 

welcomed in a video the high number 

of respondents, and said that feedback 

from the public was key for the success 

of government measures against the 

novel coronavirus. Hungarian residents 

have until August 31 to submit the 

survey questionnaires.

OFFICIAL: FOREIGN 
MINISTER ‘WORKING 
WHILE ON HOLIDAY’

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó is 

“on holiday and is working at the 

same time”, a state secretary said on 

Facebook in reaction to the leftist 

opposition’s accusing the minister of 

creating an appearance of fulfilling 

his official duties while, as they 

said, he was in fact vacationing in 

Croatia. Tamás Menczer insisted that 

Szijjártó has recently talked to his 

colleagues in several other countries, 

and has addressed issues around 

subsidies aimed at promoting foreign 

investments as well as rules relating to 

international sporting events. Menczer 

voiced indignation at the opposition’s 

“spying on and taking photos of a 

person and his family”.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
PROTOCOLS ISSUED

Pandemic protocols for the next 

school year have been completed 

and delivered to schools, the Human 
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Resources Ministry told MTI. The 

ministry said a week earlier that 

students would start the 2020/2021 

school year in a “conventional” manner, 

according to a “normal” schedule, on 

September 1. It added that schools 

would be issued protocols to prevent 

the spread of Covid-19. The protocols 

include detailed instructions for 

cleaning and disinfecting as well 

as rules for hand washing, social 

distancing, the wearing of masks in 

schools, organising events, cafeteria 

service and establishing a safe 

environment for health. A chapter of 

protocols is dedicated to dormitory 

rules and provides for Covid-19 testing 

of students returning from abroad, 

paid for by the state.

The protocols stipulate that 

measures responding to any 

coronavirus cases at schools are to 

be decided by the ministry and the 

National Public Health Centre (NKK) 

together with local health authorities. 

One-off decisions affecting individual 

schools – including a possible return 

to digital classrooms – may be taken 

by the operative board coordinating 

Hungary’s response to the pandemic, 

the ministry said.

OPPOSITION JOBBIK 
DEPUTY SPEAKER CALLS 
FOR SPECIAL CTTEE 
MEETING OVER BELARUS

Deputy speaker of parliament Koloman 

Brenner, of opposition Jobbik, 

has initiated a special meeting of 

parliament’s foreign affairs committee 

to hear Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

on the situation in Belarus. Brenner 

told a press conference that he had 

submitted a draft for a committee 

position in which parliament calls on 

the government to “express support 

immediately and without hesitation 

for the freedom and independence of 

the people of Belarus and for repeating 

the elections in a free and democratic 

manner”. Jobbik considers civic 

democratic values and freedom very 

important, which includes holding fair 

elections without fraud and violence, 

he said. 

Brenner expressed concern about 

the Hungarian government’s failure 

to make its position clear about the 

Belarus events. He stressed the need 

to maintain balanced relations with all 

countries but called it worrying that 

the Hungarian cabinet is “developing 

ever-closer ties with such single-party 

authoritarian states as Russia, China 

and Turkey”. Brenner emphasised 

that the balance of Hungary’s foreign 

relations should be restored as soon 

as possible.

PESTI ROAD RETIREMENT 
HOME ON LOCKDOWN 

The municipal body in charge of 

coronavirus prevention in Budapest 

has banned visits to an elderly care 

home on Pesti Road in the city’s 

eastern suburbs, where a large 

number of cases were reported 

during the first wave of the epidemic. 

Residents will also be forbidden to 

leave the facility from Wednesday 

on, the Mayor’s Office told MTI. 

The facility has protective gear and 

disinfectants in stock for several 

weeks, while residents and staff are 

being screened for Covid-19, the 

statement said. The restrictions were 

proposed by the head of the facility in 

view of rising case numbers across the 

country, the statement said, adding 

that currently there are no active 

coronavirus cases in the home.


