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Hungary backs Poland’s call for the presidential election in Belarus to be repeated with international monitoring, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said on Facebook. Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki on Saturday said the election should 

be rerun with international observers monitoring the polls. Szijjártó said: “It’s not an exaggeration to say that the phone 

lines are lit both at the prime ministerial and the foreign ministerial level in connection with the developments in Minsk.” 

The minister said he held talks with his Latvian, Estonian and Lithuanian counterparts on the situation in Minsk on Monday 

morning before consulting Prime Minister Viktor Orbán who had spoken with Morawiecki by phone. Hungary’s decision 

to support the Polish position on the situation in Belarus “demonstrates once again the strength and importance of the 

Visegrad Group”, Szijjártó said.

Hungary backs Poland’s call for a fresh internationally monitored election to be held in 
Belarus.

HUNGARY BACKS POLAND ON BELARUS

Agriculture minister opens 29th 
Farmer Expo

Coronavirus updates
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Wooden Churches Festival – A church in western Hungary’s Magyarföld
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AGREEMENT  
ON HUNGARIAN-
POLISH HUMANITARIAN 
COOPERATION SIGNED

The Hungarian and Polish 

governments signed an MoU on 

establishing joint humanitarian 

cooperation. Tristan Azbej, the 

Prime Minister’s Office state 

secretary in charge of aid for 

persecuted Christians, told a joint 

press conference in Budapest that 

both countries, given their moral 

obligations stemming from their 

Christian tradition, are committed to 

acting swiftly to provide substantive 

help to those in need in various 

regions of the world. Paweł Jabłoński, 

the Polish deputy foreign minister, 

said the agreement portended even 

closer Hungarian-Polish ties. “Hungary 

and Poland are not only partners 

but also friends that share common 

values,” he said, adding that their 

positions on many issues, including 

helping persecuted people, were 

similar in many respects.

ORBÁN CONGRATULATES 
INDONESIA  
ON INDEPENDENCE 
ANNIVERSARY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

greeted Indonesian President Joko 

Widodo on the occasion of the 

Southeast Asian country’s 75th 

independence anniversary, the 

PM’s press chief told MTI. In his 

letter, Orbán said Hungary and 

Indonesia’s 65-year diplomatic 

relationship had always been based 

on mutual respect, Bertalan Havasi 

said. The prime minister welcomed 

the “new momentum” he said the 

two countries had gained in their 

political, economic and cultural ties 

in recent years and assured Widodo 

that Hungary was committed to 

further intensifying bilateral ties. 

Orbán expressed hope that the 

Indonesian president would be 

able to pay a visit to Hungary in 

the near future and that a meeting 

between the two countries’ leaders 

would further strengthen bilateral 

relations.

Havasi noted that Orbán last 

visited Indonesia in early 2016. 

He cited the prime minister as 

saying after his talks in Jakarta that 

Hungarian businesses were capable 

of establishing “fruitful economic 

relations in any corner of the globe”.

KÁSLER: GOVT  
TO REVAMP HYGIENE 
INFRASTRUCTURE  
IN 17 BUDAPEST 
HOSPITALS

The government has allocated 

60 billion forints (EUR 170m) 

from European Union and local 

resources to revamp 17 Budapest 

hospitals to improve hygiene 

infrastructure in preparation of 

a potential second wave of the 

novel coronavirus epidemic, the 

human resources minister said. 

The revamp will affect all hospital 

premises used by patients and 

will involve remodelling surfaces, 

installing automatic bathroom 

fittings and developing the general 

infrastructure, he said. Preliminary 

assessments have been carried 

out and the concrete tasks will be 

discussed with hospital directors in 

the next few days, he added.

PÁRBESZÉD FILES 
COMPLAINT OVER SALE  
OF VISEGRAD HOTEL

The deputy group leader of 

opposition Párbeszéd has filed 

a criminal complaint for severe 

financial mismanagement involving 

the sale of a hotel in Visegrad, in 

northern Hungary. Bence Tordai 

told a press conference that the 

transaction involved the son-in-law 

of Prime Minister Viktor Orbán who 

had purchased the property for 1.6 

billion forints (EUR 4.6m) only to resell 

it for 3.6 billion forints without adding 

any value to the facility. The buyer, a 

fund manager, has caused damages 

to its company and its shareholders 

by paying an unreasonably high price, 

he added.

Tordai said that over the past ten 

years an “authoritarian capitalist 

regime” had emerged in Hungary. 

After a change of government in 

2022, not only the fundamental ills of 

capitalism will have to be addressed 

but also the problems of a political 

system that had intertwined with 

it, he added. Tordai said the current 
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regime “subordinates the operation 

of the economy to an oppressive 

power, a party-state rule”, which has 

almost eliminated fair competition 

and the free market.

MI HAZÁNK CO-LEADER 
DETAINED FOR REMOVING 
PRIDE FLAG  
FROM CITY HALL

Police have detained the co-leader 

of the extra-parliamentary radical 

right Mi Hazánk party for removing a 

rainbow pride flag from the Budapest 

City Hall, the party said late on 

Sunday. Előd Novák, assisted by Mi 

Hazánk’s Budapest leader Attila Nagy 

and other activists, had climbed on a 

15-metre fire escape ladder to remove 

the flag from the building and threw it 

in a nearby rubbish bin, the party said, 

describing the flag as a “rainbow rag”. 

Referring to the short-lived Hungarian 

Soviet Republic of 1919, the party 

said “Mi Hazánk considers it a shame 

that one hundred years after Regent 

Miklós Horthy freed the capital from 

its red rags, Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

not only brings back its spirit but also 

provokes the well-meaning majority 

by erecting such an anti-human flag”. 

Referring to the gay pride marches 

held in Budapest since the 1990s, the 

party added that “Mi Hazánk is the 

only Hungarian party that demanded 

banning the homosexual propaganda 

march but police have never been 

willing to take action”.

REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS INCREASE  
BY 30 IN HUNGARY

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has risen by 

30 to 4,946 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Monday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

remained unchanged at 608 while 

3,630 people have made a recovery. 

There are 708 active infections and 

62 coronavirus patients are being 

treated in hospital for Covid-19, six 

on ventilators. Fully 8,188 people are 

in official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests carried out stands at 

380,932.

Restrictions on entering the country 

came into force on July 12, with the aim 

of preventing the import of infections 

from abroad. Foreign countries have 

been classed into three categories: 

red, yellow, green. The authorities are 

screening arrivals and taking action 

based on the severity of the infection 

rate in each country. This can include 

ordering home quarantine for 14 

days and compulsory testing. The 

government and the chief medical 

officer review the classification of 

the countries on a weekly basis. The 

site said that most new infections 

can be attributed to people ignoring 

symptoms and attending family 

gatherings or smaller events with friends. 

To avoid a flare-up of the epidemic, 

the government has cancelled the 

celebrations that draw large crowds on 

the August 20 national holiday, including 

the fireworks and the air show. A ban 

on gatherings of more than 500 people 

is still in force. As a general rule people 

must wear a face mask in shops and in 

public transport. Most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (2,154), 

followed by Pest County (727) and 

the counties of Fejér (386), Komárom-

Esztergom (315) and Zala (277). Békés 

County has the fewest infections (19).

HÉVÍZ MUNI COUNCIL 
BACKS SALE OF AIRPORT 
OPERATOR TO STATE

The municipal council of Hévíz, in 

south-western Hungary, backs a 

decision by the government to acquire 

a 90% stake in the operator of the 

nearby Hévíz-Balaton Airport, mayor 

Gábor Papp told MTI. The sole owner 

of Hévíz-Balaton Airport Kft until now, 

the local council has found it “difficult” 

to cover the some 50 million forints 

(EUR 144,100) in annual operating costs 

of the airport alone, Papp said. The 

local council has made preparations 

for 6.6 billion forints in state-funded 

developments at the airport, and it 

expects a Norwegian-owned flight 

academy to start operating there in 

the autumn, he said. Last year, about 

22,000 passengers arrived at the Hévíz-

Balaton Airport, mostly on charters 

from Germany. The spa town of Hévíz is 

home to Europe’s largest thermal lake.


