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The rule of law is not a clear-cut and concrete norm that could be applied in everyday life because it is impossible to clearly 

define when a violation is committed and how it should be sanctioned, Judit Varga said. Clear norms and definitions are 

required for a system to be able to function, the minister added.

The conclusions approved by the EU summit on July 21 made it clear that a system of sanctions cannot be based on such 

difficult-to-define notions, she said. Hungary has always maintained the position that Article 7 procedures are only justified 

if the state concerned neglects the rulings of the Court of Justice of the European Union, Varga said.  “Hungary, however, 

has always obeyed these rulings,” she added. 

Varga also said that German Chancellor Angela Merkel had promised at the Brussels summit to make every effort to have 

the Article 7 procedure against Hungary concluded. “If she gives her word, that’s enough for us,” she said. “However, Merkel 

alone cannot get the procedure concluded,” she added.

The rule of law is too conceptually vague to be used as a yardstick for sanctioning 
EU member states, Hungary’s justice minister has said in an interview published by 
German daily Die Welt.

VARgA: RuLE OF LAW NOt CLEAR-Cut

Ministers to speak in advance of 
August 20 national holiday

Opening of world heritage conference 
and exhibition in tállya, Minister 
gergely gulyás to give opening 
address

M
TI

/G
yö

rg
y 

Va
rg

a

Participants of a rowing race on Lake Balaton at the start at Fonyód  
on August 16, 2020.
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HuNgARY MARKs tENtH 
ANNIVERsARY OF DuAL 
CItIZENsHIP LAW

State secretary for national policy Árpád 

János Potápi on Sunday commemorated 

the tenth anniversary of the adoption of 

Hungary’s dual citizenship law. Speaking 

at an event in Bátaszék, in south-western 

Hungary, at a fair organised by the local 

Szekler society on Sunday, Potápi said that 

ten years ago a radical change of direction 

had taken place in Hungary, most visibly 

reflected by the policy for Hungarian 

communities abroad.  Since the 

adoption of the law on dual citizenship 

on May 26, 2010, more than 1,100,000 

people have been granted Hungarian 

citizenship, Potápi said. This has created 

the opportunity for all Hungarians to join 

the Hungarian nation in the legal sense, 

he added. He noted that the Fundamental 

law had made it compulsory for all 

Hungarian governments to address the 

issue of ethnic Hungarians living beyond 

the country’s borders. In 2014 and 2018, 

Hungarians with a dual citizenship were 

also able to vote in the national elections, 

he noted, adding that the Hungarian 

parliament could be considered a national 

assembly as it represented the whole 

nation.

ORBÁN gREEts NARENDRA 
MODI ON INDIA’s 
NAtIONAL HOLIDAY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán expressed 

his sincere greetings and best wishes to 

Indian prime minister Narendra Modi on 

the occasion of the 74th anniversary of 

the independence of the Republic of 

India. Relations between Hungary and 

India have traditionally been close and 

friendly, based on mutual respect and 

shared values, Orbán said in his letter. 

“Our strengthening cooperation in 

recent years has created an excellent 

basis for further development, which 

I believe will serve the interests of our 

nations,” Orbán said, assuring the Indian 

prime minister that Hungary remains 

strongly committed to intensifying 

cooperation, even amid the difficult 

conditions caused by the pandemic. 

“I sincerely hope to be able to discuss 

global, regional and bilateral issues of 

mutual interest with you in person as 

soon as the coronavirus pandemic is 

brought under control,” Orbán wrote.

ORBÁN sENDs LEttER 
OF gREEtINg MARKINg 
s KOREA NAtIONAL 
HOLIDAY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has written 

to his South Korean counterpart, 

Chung Sye Kyun, to convey greetings 

on the occasion of the Day of 

Liberation of the Republic of Korea. 

“We welcome the strengthening 

of bilateral relations and note that 

cooperation in international forums 

has been successful for both sides 

recently,” Orbán wrote, adding that 

he looked forward to forging a 

stronger partnership between the 

two governments. He reaffirmed an 

invitation to his counterpart to visit 

Budapest.

FItCH, s+P AFFIRM 
HuNgARY ‘BBB’ RAtINgs 
WItH stABLE OutLOOKs

Fitch Ratings and S+P Global Ratings 

both affirmed Hungary’s ‘BBB’ 

sovereign ratings with stable outlooks 

at scheduled reviews on Friday. “In 

the absence of further significant 

COVID-19-related shocks, Hungary’s 

economy will rebound and reach 

pre-pandemic real GDP levels by early 

2022, sooner than most other Central 

and Eastern European economies,” 

S+P said. Fitch expects Hungary’s 

economy to contract by 5.9 % this 

year, but it projects GDP growth of 

5.4% in 2021.

RÉtVÁRI: OVERCROWDED 
HOusINg IN 
HuNgARY HAs FALLEN 
DRAMAtICALLY IN tEN 
YEARs

The proportion of overcrowded 

housing in Hungary has more than 

halved in the past ten years, a junior 

governing party official said on 

Saturday, commenting on fresh 

Eurostat data.  “The government is 

committed to maximising people’s 

comfort in Hungary,” Bence Rétvári, 

deputy leader of the Christian 

Democrats, told MTI. Measures 

introduced since 2010 such as housing 

subsidies, cuts to housing taxes and 

help for people who borrowed 

in foreign currency demonstrate 

the government’s commitment to 
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ensuring a higher standard of living 

in the country.

Eurostat data show that 20.1 % of 

the population live amid overcrowded 

conditions compared to 47.2 % in 2010. 

Rétvári said Hungary’s was the third 

sharpest decrease in Europe after 

Estonia and Slovenia, while the average 

rate of decline in the EU was 10%. 

Housing is considered overcrowded 

if there are more people living in one 

room than one couple, two siblings or 

a single adult.

DK: MORE PEOPLE DIE 
FROM PREVENtABLE 
DIsEAsEs IN HuNgARY 
tHAN ELsEWHERE IN Eu

Proportionally more people die from 

preventable diseases in Hungary than 

anywhere else in the European Union, 

the opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) said on Sunday, adding that 

the statistic was ‘shameful’. Hungary 

tops the list of deaths per 100,000 

in the under-75 age group linked to 

preventable and curable diseases, 

DK politician Imre László told press 

conference on Facebook. He insisted 

the situation was largely due to a 

health-care system that had “broken 

down over the past ten years”, as 

doctors had “fled abroad” and those 

who stayed received “humiliating 

salaries”. “The government has no 

shame in spending money stolen 

from health care on football and the 

Budapest-Belgrade railway line,” he 

said, adding that urgent action was 

needed to address the shortfall before 

the expected outbreak of a second 

wave of the coronavirus epidemic.

CORONAVIRus - 
REgIstERED INFECtIONs 
INCREAsE BY 39 IN 
HuNgARY

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary rose by 39 to 

4,916 at the weekend, koronavirus.

gov.hu said. The number of fatalities 

rose by one to 608, while 3,623 people 

have made a recovery. There are 685 

active infections and 62 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in hospital 

for Covid-19, six on ventilators. Fully 

8,104 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of tests 

carried out stands at 378,608.

Restrictions on entering the country 

came into force on July 12, with the aim 

of preventing the import of infections 

from abroad. Foreign countries have 

been classed into three categories: 

red, yellow, green. The authorities are 

screening arrivals and taking action 

based on the severity of the infection 

rate in each country. This can include 

ordering home quarantine for 14 

days and compulsory testing. The 

government and the chief medical 

officer review the classification of 

the countries on a weekly basis. The 

site said that most new infections 

can be attributed to people ignoring 

symptoms and attending family 

gatherings or smaller events with 

friends.  

To avoid a flare-up of the epidemic, 

the government has cancelled the 

celebrations that draw large crowds 

on the August 20 national holiday, 

including the fireworks and the air 

show. The ban on gatherings of more 

than 500 people has been extended 

beyond August 15. As a general rule 

people must wear a face mask in shops 

and in public transport.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,142), followed by Pest 

County (725) and the counties of Fejér 

(382), Komárom-Esztergom (315) and 

Zala (277). Békés county has the fewest 

infections (19).


