
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U   W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

August 14, 2020
AFtERNOON IssuE

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

PM

László Palkovics said that making transport greener was a key component in the government’s commitment to achieve 

climate neutrality in the country by 2050. According to a government decree, Hungarian cities with over 25,000 inhabitants 

will be banned from buying other than emissions-free buses for public transport, while the government has committed 

itself to providing co-financing to the acquisition of electric buses. He said that in the next ten years the government 

will assist cities with county status with a total 36 billion forints (EUR 104m) when they buy electric buses, and suggested 

that the government’s co-payment could exceed the originally planned 20% of the price.

Green Bus is also aimed at boosting domestic bus making, Palkovics said, adding that eight companies have already 

bid to participate. State secretary Péter Kaderják said that a Green Bus pilot project was being launched in Debrecen, 

Kaposvár, Kecskemét, Békéscsaba, Székesfehérvár, Esztergom, Zalaegerszeg, Nyíregyháza and the Mátra power plant 

area, with each receiving 800 million forints to buy electric buses.

The government’s Green Bus Programme will facilitate replacing 50% of conventional 
buses in Hungary’s largest cities by low carbon emission ones within the next ten years, 
the minister of innovation and technology said in Zalaegerszeg, in south-west Hungary.
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Grape harvest in Villány wine-growing region
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sZIJJÁRtÓ CALLs FOR 
DIALOguE IN CONFLICt 
BEtWEEN gREECE, 
tuRKEY, CYPRus

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó called for dialogue in easing 

rising tensions between Greece, Turkey 

and Cyprus over the rights to search 

for energy resources in the eastern 

Mediterranean. “I hope common 

sense will prevail, and dialogue will 

lead to a solution rather than mutual 

threats and sanctions,” Szijjártó said 

on Facebook. The minister said he 

had talked to his Turkish and Cypriot 

counterparts, Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu and 

Nikos Christodoulides, and said he 

hoped they would soon reach an 

agreement.

REgIstERED 
CORONAVIRus 
INFECtIONs  
INCREAsE BY 40

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has gone up by 

40 to 4,853 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday 

morning.

The number of fatalities stands at 

607, while 3,590 people have made 

a recovery. There are 656 active 

infections and 64 coronavirus patients 

are being treated in hospital for 

Covid-19, six on ventilators. Fully 7,707 

people are in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried out 

stands at 372,687. New restrictions on 

entering the country came into force 

on July 12, with the aim of preventing 

the import of infections from abroad.

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on the 

severity of the infection rate in each 

country. This can include ordering 

home quarantine for 14 days and 

compulsory testing. The government 

and the chief medical officer review 

the classification of the countries on 

a weekly basis.

The site said that most new 

infections can be attributed to people 

ignoring symptoms and attending 

family gatherings or smaller events 

with friends. To avoid a flare-up of 

the epidemic, the government has 

cancelled the celebrations that draw 

large crowds on the August 20 national 

holiday, including the fireworks and 

the air show. The ban on gatherings 

of more than 500 people has been 

extended beyond August 15. As a 

general rule people must wear a face 

mask in shops and in public transport.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,125), followed by Pest 

County (713) and the counties of Fejér 

(382), Komárom-Esztergom (315) and 

Zala (266). Békés county has the fewest 

infections (19).

OPPOsItION tO FIELD 
JOINt CANDIDAtEs IN ALL 
CONstItuENCIEs IN 2022

The opposition parties are planning to 

field joint candidates in all of Hungary’s 

106 constituencies in the 2022 general 

election, they said in a joint statement. 

In the documment, signed by the 

Democratic Coalition (DK), Jobbik, 

LMP, the Socialists, the Momentum 

Movement and Párbeszéd, the parties 

said they will govern jointly if they win 

the election, along “a programme and 

principles accepted by all parties”. 

The opposition said they started 

preparations for the 2022 ballot with 

a meeting of the parties’ leaders. At 

the meeting, they decided to draft 

a joint programme and agreed that 

pre-elections may be held among 

candidates, they said.

sOCIALIst MEP CALLs  
FOR tARgEtED FuNDINg 
FOR INDEPENDENt MEDIA

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi called on 

the European Union to assign specific 

funding for supporting independent 

investigative media in the 2021-2027 

financial cycle. Ujhelyi told an online 

press conference that he had briefed 

the EU’s presidency and the European 

Council, as well as leaders of the 

European Parliament and the European 

Commission on the initiative. Ujhelyi 

called independent media outlets 

important tools of free information, 

and said the current 11 EU tenders 

did not provide enough funding. 

“European institutions are still blind to 

the fact that European democracy, our 

union, peace and stability” depend on 

“true” information reaching European 

citizens, Ujhelyi said. He insisted that 

Hungary was “just one step away from 
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the government getting its claws into 

all domestic media outlets to stop 

independent, truthful reporting”.

HuNgARY Q2 gDP  
FALLs 13.6%  
ON PANDEMIC IMPACt

Hungary’s GDP fell by an annual 13.6% 

in the second quarter, impacted by the 

coronavirus crisis, a first reading of 

data released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) shows. KSH said the crisis 

impacted services as well as industry. 

Adjusted for seasonal and workday 

effects, GDP declined by 13.5%. GDP 

for the first half fell an unadjusted 6.1% 

and an adjusted 5.8% year-on-year. 

Quarter-on-quarter GDP slipped by 

an adjusted 14.5%.

In a statement published 

after the data was released, the 

finance ministry pointed to the 

unprecedented impact of the 

coronavirus crisis on the economic 

performance of European Union 

member states, and noted that 

economic contraction in Hungary 

was smaller than the 14.4% average 

decline for the EU in the second 

quarter. It said that government 

measures to shield the economy 

from pandemic fallout and support 

a speedy recovery are the equivalent 

of about 20% of GDP, an “exemplary 

scale” in the EU. “The goal is for the 

Hungarian economy to return to its 

pre-crisis path as soon as possible and 

to achieve again growth of around 5% 

next year,” the ministry said.

ING Bank chief analyst Péter Virovácz 

said the lender had knocked down its 

projection for this year’s economic 

contraction to 5.5-7.5%. Next year, 

the economy could grow in the 3-5% 

range, he added. Senior Takarékbank 

analyst Gergely Suppan said the bank 

had lowered its forecast for the decline 

in GDP this year to 3.9%. Takarékbank 

sees a rebound to 7.2% growth in 2021, 

he added.

PAKs BLOCK BACK ONLINE 
AFtER REACtOR tRIP

The Paks nuclear power plant’s 

number four block went back 

online after a technical malfunction 

on Thursday caused a reactor trip, 

operator MVM Paksi Atomerőmű 

said on its website. “After the 

malfunction was resolved, the Paks 

power plant number four block was 

again operating at nominal capacity 

from 1pm on August 14, 2020,” the 

operator said. The malfunction 

caused an automatic shutdown of 

the plant’s number four block at 3:45 

in the morning on Thursday. The 

trip had no effect on nuclear safety. 

Each of the plant’s four blocks has 

a nominal capacity of 500MW. Paks 

accounts for about half of domestic 

electricity production.

PEOPLE sMuggLER, 
ILLEgAL MIgRANts 
DEtAINED  
IN sW HuNgARY

A Ukrainian driver and eight illegal 

migrants, who were travelling in his 

car without any identification, were 

apprehended near the Hungary-

Slovenia border, police.hu reported. 

Legal proceedings have been initiated 

against the 45-year-old Ukrainian, while 

his passengers, who are believed to be 

Bangladeshi nationals, were returned 

to the border, the website said.

HuNgARIAN, sLOVAK 
NAtIONALs CHARgED 
WItH MuLtIPLE MuRDER 
IN BuDAPEst

Police have charged a Hungarian and 

a Slovak man with murdering two 

people in Budapest in 2016, police 

officers of both countries told a press 

conference.

Attila Petőfi, head of Hungary’s unit 

investigating high-profile cases, said 

the two men, both in their forties, 

were charged with shooting and 

dismembering a man and a woman, 

and burying their remains in woods 

outside Budapest. The Hungarian 

suspect was arrested on different 

charges in 2017, and gave testimony 

on the murders afterwards, he said.


