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Cooperation between student organisations in the region strengthened during the novel coronavirus epidemic, Dávid 

Kosztrihán, foreign affairs official of the National Union of Students in Hungary (HÖOK), told the paper. The V4 alliance 

within the European Students’ Union (ESU) will pave the way for several new projects promoting the development of 

higher education and knowledge exchange. He cited an already ongoing quality assurance project, the assessment of 

student halls of residence and a comparison of the system of subjects taught in various countries. The latter will be used 

to prepare a package of proposals on best practices worth introducing in more countries, he added. Kosztrihán said HÖOK 

had won the right to host the upcoming general meeting of ESU in October but the event will probably be held online 

due to the pandemic. He added that several proposals of the student union had been incorporated into new regulations 

and an effective dialogue had started with those in charge of the education system. “With international backing we are 

able to present our arguments more effectively. This is another reason that justifies HÖOK’s European activities”, he said.

A Visegrad Group students’ alliance is to be formed officially by the end of this year, with 
the court registration of the organisation already underway, daily Magyar Nemzet said.
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TWO PATIENTS DIE, 
REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
INCREASE BY 45 IN 
HUNGARY

Two elderly patients suffering from 

underlying illnesses died and the 

number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has gone up 

by 45 to 4,813 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Thursday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

increased to 607, while 3,561 people 

have made a recovery.

There are 645 active infections and 66 

coronavirus patients are being treated in 

hospital for Covid-19, five on ventilators. 

Fully 7,613 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of tests 

carried out stands at 369,545.

New restrictions on entering the 

country came into force on July 12, 

with the aim of preventing the import 

of infections from abroad. Foreign 

countries have been classed into three 

categories: red, yellow, green. The 

authorities are screening arrivals and 

taking action based on the severity of 

the infection rate in each country. The 

site said that most new infections can be 

attributed to people ignoring symptoms 

and attending family gatherings or 

smaller events with friends. The ban on 

gatherings of more than 500 people has 

been extended beyond August 15. As 

a general rule people must wear a face 

mask in shops and in public transport. 

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,113), followed by Pest 

County (708) and the counties of Fejér 

(382), Komárom-Esztergom (315) and 

Zala (266). Tolna County has the fewest 

infections (18).

HUNGARIAN RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE TO 
COORDINATE INTL 
PROJECT ON PRODUCTION 
FLEXIBILITY

A project to increase the flexibility of 

production lines and supply chains, 

led by Hungarian IT and automation 

research institute SZTAKI, has won 

5.4 million euros in funding from 

the European Union. The project 

works to increase the flexibility of 

players in the production of essential 

safety and medical equipment to 

improve international response to 

pandemics, SZTAKI said. They aim 

to create a “Digital Technopole”, a 

flexible digital environment capable 

of re-commissioning production 

capacities in a very short time, possibly 

48 hours, to producing large quantities 

of medical devices and protective gear, 

the statement said.  The funding is 

disbursed under Horizon 2020, the EU’s 

research and innovation programme, 

and will be led by SZTAKI deputy head 

Róbert Lovas.

BUSINESS SENTIMENT 
IMPROVES, CHAMBER 
SURVEY SHOWS

The business confidence index of the 

Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry’s (MKIK) Economic Research 

Institute (GVI) rose to -6 points in July 

from -18 a quarter earlier, MKIK GVI 

said. The index dropped into negative 

territory in the previous quarter for the 

first time since the survey’s launch in 

2010. The quarterly confidence index 

rose 7 points to 5 among commercial 

businesses, was up by 3 points at 2 in 

the construction sector and increased 

15 points to -6 among companies 

providing business services. In the 

manufacturing sector, the index rose 

14 points to -9.

DOWNTURN IN 
CONSTRUCTION OUTPUT 
MODERATES IN JUNE

The year-on-year decline in output of 

Hungary’s construction sector slowed 

to 15.7% in June after reaching a four-

year low of 18.5% in the previous 

month, data released by the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) show. Output 

of the building segment fell by 14.2% 

and civil engineering output declined 

by 17.5%. In a month-on-month 

comparison, construction sector 

output rose by a seasonally- and 

workday-adjusted 6.2%.

In absolute terms, construction 

sector output came to 364.8 billion 

forints (EUR 1.1bn) in June, including 

210.3 billion forints in the building 

segment and 154.5 billion forints 

in civil engineering. KSH said the 

economic impact of the coronavirus 

crisis had “significantly” affected the 

whole of the construction sector 

in June. Construction sector order 

stock at the end of June was down 

19.2% from twelve months earlier, 
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as building orders rose by 5.0% but 

civil engineering orders fell by 29.1%. 

New order volume was down 44.8%, 

with new orders in the building 

segment falling by 34.4% and new 

civil engineering orders dropping 

55.6%.

TECHNICAL MALFUNCTION 
CAUSES PAKS 
 REACTOR TRIP

The Paks nuclear power plant reported 

a reactor trip on Thursday caused 

by a technical malfunction. The 

malfunction caused an automatic 

shutdown of the plant’s number four 

block at 3.45am, operator MVM Paksi 

Atomerőmű said on its website. The 

trip has no effect on nuclear safety, the 

operator said, adding that experts are 

working to resolve the issue. Each of 

the plant’s four blocks has a nominal 

capacity of 500MW. Paks accounts 

for about half of domestic electricity 

production.

RÉTVÁRI: HUNGARY SEVEN 
PLACES UP ON HEALTHY 
LIFE YEARS LIST

Hungary has improved its position by 

seven places over ten years on a list 

of countries ranked by the number 

of healthy life years expected at 

birth prepared by Eurostat, human 

resources ministry state secretary 

Bence Rétvári said. Rétvári, who 

is also deputy leader of the allied 

ruling Christian Democrats, said 

the number of healthy life years 

is an indicator for the quality of 

life, showing the number of years 

expected to be free of illness and 

health deterioration. Since 2010, the 

situation has improved significantly 

in Hungary, with the figures currently 

showing 3.6 more healthy life years 

expected at birth.

In 2010, healthy life years at birth 

was estimated at 58.6 for women and 

56.3 for men in Hungary, as against 

the current figures of 61.8 years for 

women and 60.4 years for men, he 

added. Hungarians currently expect 

61.1 healthy life years, which is 3.6 years 

more than in 2010, Rétvári said. The 

increase in Hungary has been twice 

as fast as the European Union average, 

he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS FOR EU 
POLICY ‘NOT IMPACTING 
EU-BELARUS TIES’

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

has called for “European decisions 

based on dialogue with Belarus that 

would not impact further relations or 

hinder the EU’s Eastern Partnership 

programme”.  Following telephone 

talks with his Latvian counterpart 

Edgars Rinkevics, Szijjártó said on 

Facebook that the two countries 

have a similar position on Belarus 

developments.

ALDI TO MAKE 250 NEW 
HIRES IN HUNGARY

German discount chain Aldi will make 

250 new hires at its businesses in 

Hungary by year-end, the managing 

director of Aldi Hungary said. Aldi 

is hiring for 100 new positions in its 

outlets, for an additional 50 workplaces 

at its refrigerated warehouse to 

be completed on the outskirts of 

Budapest by the autumn and for 100 

spots at service centres that provide 

IT support for almost 4,000 Aldi stores 

across Europe, Bernhard Haider said. 

Headcount at the service centres 

in Budapest and Pecs in southern 

Hungary will rise to a combined 270, 

he said. Aldi’s 145 stores in Hungary 

are expanding their selection of locally 

made products and building up their 

network of Hungarian suppliers, 

with some help from the German-

Hungarian Chamber of Industry and 

Commerce, Haider said. Answering 

a question, Haider said Aldi may 

not be able to expand as quickly as 

it would like in Hungary because of 

legal restrictions on the construction 

of big retail spaces, but added that 

an increasing turnover in local stores 

justifies the new hires. Aldi entered 

the Hungarian market in 2006 and has 

currently 145 stores. The company had 

turnover of over 208 billion forints (EUR 

603m) in 2018 and an after-tax profit of 

5 billion forints, public records show.


