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The one billion dollar purchase within the framework of the US Foreign Military Sales programme will be completed 

by September 30 this year, the document said. At the event, Benkő said the missile system would mainly be used as a 

deterrent, as well as to increase security and for training purposes. The aim is to create capabilities for ensuring the safety 

of Hungarians, he said. “We are aware that the peace we live in is extremely fragile,” Benkő said, adding that Hungary aims 

to procure cutting-edge, efficient technology at all times.

Cornstein said the deal would be the biggest procurement in the history of Hungary-US defence cooperation. He praised 

Hungarian experts for the thorough vetting conducted ahead of the purchase on the NATO compatible system. The Embassy 

praised the Hungarian government’s commitment to develop its armed forces by buying the “world’s most advanced 

mid-range air defense system”. “This procurement will further deepen the excellent security cooperation between our 

two countries,” the embassy said.

Hungary will buy advanced missile system components from the United States, under 
a declaration of intent signed by Defence Minister Tibor Benkő and US Ambassador to 
Hungary David Cornstein.

HUNGARY TO BUY MISSILE SYSTEM FROM US

Stats office releases June construction 
figures

Coronavirus updates
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A ‘harvest wreath’ woven from 800 ears of wheat, in Budapest’s St. Stephen 
Basilica
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REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
IN HUNGARY  
INCREASE BY 22

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has gone up by 

22 to 4,768 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said. The number 

of fatalities has remained unchanged 

at 605, while 3,529 people have made 

a recovery. There are 634 active 

infections and 64 coronavirus patients 

are being treated in hospital for 

Covid-19, five on ventilators. Fully 7,730 

people are in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried out 

stands at 366,356. New restrictions on 

entering the country came into force 

on July 12, with the aim of preventing 

the import of infections from abroad.

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, green. 

The authorities are screening arrivals 

and taking action based on the severity 

of the infection rate in each country. 

This can include ordering home 

quarantine for 14 days and compulsory 

testing. Most infections have been 

registered in Budapest (2,102), followed 

by Pest County (706) and the counties of 

Fejér (382), Komárom-Esztergom (315) 

and Zala (265). Tolna county has the 

fewest infections (18).

SZIJJÁRTÓ HOLDS 
CONSULTATIONS WITH 
KYRGYZ COUNTERPART

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó held 

consultations with Kyrgyz counterpart 

Chingiz Aidarbekov. Szijjártó said they 

had successfully finalised agreements 

about investment protection and 

the avoidance of double taxation. 

The two documents will be signed 

during Aidarbekov’s forthcoming visit 

to Budapest. “The agreements will be 

of great help to Hungarian companies 

with plans to expand their operations 

in Central Asia,” he added. Aidarbekov 

thanked Hungary for the ventilators it 

had sent to Kyrgyzstan. He added that 

the equipment in question had played 

an important role in helping novel 

coronavirus patients in Kyrgyzstan.

DK URGES PREPARATION 
FOR FULL  
DIGITAL EDUCATION

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) is asking the government to have 

a plan ready to transition to online 

education again in case a second 

wave of the coronavirus epidemic in 

Hungary makes this necessary, a party 

lawmaker said. “Classes in schools 

might have to be suspended again 

because of Covid-19 in some regions, 

or across the country,” deputy group 

leader Gergely Arató told a press 

conference. “It should not happen 

again that the government fails to 

prepare the system for full digital 

education, or a mixed system of digital 

and traditional place-based classroom,” 

he said. Further, Arató called on the 

government to set up an inventory 

of IT devices that can be distributed 

in schools and prepare an up-to-date 

digital curriculum. He also called for 

postponing the introduction of the 

new national curriculum.

LMP CALLS ON GOVT 
TO PUBLISH PLANNED 
MEASURES  
FOR SECOND WAVE

The opposition LMP party has called 

on the government to make public 

the measures planned for a potential 

second wave of the coronavirus 

epidemic. Party co-leader János 

Kendernay told a press conference 

that recent news warned that a 

second wave may be nigh. The 

government, he said, should publish 

the preparations under way for the 

autumn “instead of a meaningless 

national consultation survey”, he 

said. Kendernay also called on 

the government to “level with the 

people” and give clear instructions 

for the citizens, companies and the 

education system for a potential 

second wave. During the spring 

lockdown, the government was 

“constantly late” in rolling out 

measures and mainly leaned on 

examples from abroad, Kendernay 

insisted. Now, it could use its own 

experience to plan ahead, and 

“tardiness is no longer acceptable”, 

he said.

BUDAPEST AIRPORT: 
PASSENGER NUMBERS  
ON THE RISE

The number of passengers at 

Budapest Liszt Ferenc International 
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Airport has been continually rising, 

with 300,000 people using the 

airport in July and their number is 

expected to grow further in August, 

the communications director of the 

airport operator Budapest Airport said. 

Katalin Valentinyi told public Kossuth 

Rádió that traffic at the airport had 

practically stopped as a result of the 

novel coronavirus, with the number of 

passengers totalling less than 10,000 in 

April. Air travel, however, is safe and the 

increase in passenger numbers shows 

that people’s confidence is returning, 

she added.

  PHASE II OF HUF 11.5 BN 
LISZT FERENC PASSENGER 
PIER OPENS

Liszt Ferenc International operator 

Budapest Airport opened the second 

phase of an 11.5 billion forints 

(EUR 33.3m) passenger pier. The 

11,500sqm pier has eight pedestrian 

boarding gates and six boarding 

gates for buses that transport 

passengers to remote aircraft. The 

pier can comfortably accommodate 

up to 5,000 passengers at once, with 

a total of 2,500 seats. It is outfitted 

with 580 USB chargers and 149 flight 

information displays.

KSH: HUNGARY 
INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT 
DROPS BY 7.8 % IN JUNE

Output of Hungary’s industrial sector 

fell by an annual 7.8% in June, data 

released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) in a second reading 

show. Adjusted for workday effects, 

industrial output dropped by 12.2% 

in June. In a month-on-month 

comparison, industrial output rose by 

a seasonally- and workday-adjusted 

17.1% in that month, KSH said. The 

automotive sector accounted for 

more than 28% of manufacturing 

sector output in June. Output of the 

computer, electronics and optical 

equipment segment, which made up 

13% of manufacturing sector output, 

rose by 4.5%, after declining for two 

consecutive months. Output of food, 

drink and tobacco companies, which 

accounted for 12% of manufacturing, 

increased by 1.7% also after falling for 

two months in a row. For the period 

January-June, industrial output 

dropped 12.8% year-on-year, KSH 

said.

MORE THAN 12,300 
SUSPICIOUS FINANCIAL 
TRANSACTIONS  
REPORTED IN 2019

Financial service providers reported 

12,342 suspicious transactions to the 

authorities last year, daily Magyar 

Nemzet said. The number rose from 

10,397 in 2018 and 8,585 in 2017, the 

paper said, citing data compiled 

by the National Tax and Customs 

Authority (NAV). Including reports 

of suspicious transactions made 

by cooperating foreign institutions 

and other investigative bodies, 

NAV officials processed 14,630 such 

reports.

BUDAPEST’S ORIGO 
STUDIOS MARKS TENTH 
ANNIVERSARY

Budapest’s Origo Studios marked 

ten years in the filmmaking 

business. Csaba Káel, government 

commissioner for developing the 

local motion picture industry, said 

three big productions are currently 

underway at Origo Studios: director 

Denis Villeneuve’s science fiction 

film Dune; The Unbearable Weight 

Of Massive Talent (UWOMT), 

starring Nicolas Cage; and the 

ballet drama Birds of Paradise. 

The pandemic has not shut down 

Hungary’s film industry, he said, 

noting measures taken in recent 

months to ensure steady work for 

the some 20,000 Hungarian motion 

picture professionals. Currently, 

film professionals from the United 

States need to produce two negative 

Covid-19 tests before entering Origo 

Studios, Káel said. Káel noted that 43 

international productions had been 

filmed at Origo Studios, including 

A Good Day to Die Hard, Inferno, 

Blade Runner 2049 and Terminator: 

Dark Fate. Hungary’s 30% tax rebate 

for film productions, the pool of 

local film industry talent and the 

country’s natural and architectural 

spaces offer filmmakers outstanding 

opportunities, he said. Last year, 

direct subsidies for the film industry 

came to 164 billion forints (EUR 

475.4m), up by 49% from 2018, Káel 

said.


