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According to the ministry’s statement, the status of the coronavirus epidemic does not justify having digital education 

to replace classrooms, the statement said, adding, however, that “in many countries there has been a significant increase 

in case numbers and domestic figures also worrying”. The statement also said that further measures could be ordered 

should the government and relevant authorities see the need. Schools will be given a protocol concerning coronavirus 

prevention, the statement said, adding that parents should not send children with Covid-19 symptoms to school. 

Restrictive measures for schools will not be necessary if parents follow a “responsible behaviour” and schools observe 

basic precautions, the document added.  Under a government decree soon to be published, the next school year will 

start on September 1, and end on June 15, 2021.  Children will enjoy an autumn break between Oct 23-Nov 1, a winter 

vacation between Dec 19-Jan 3, and a spring holiday between Apr 1-7.

The government is planning to start the academic year in the regular manner, with 
schools opening on September 1, the human resources ministry said.

MINISTRY: SCHOOLS TO OPEN ON SEPT 1

Stats office releases June industry 
output figures
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Participants of an international sailing camp at Pécsi Lake, S Hungary
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FOOD, TOBACCO PRICES 
LIFT HUNGARY CONSUMER 
PRICE INDEX BY 3.8% IN 
JULY - KSH

Higher food and tobacco prices 

lifted Hungary’s consumer price 

index by 3.8% year-on-year in July 

from 2.9% in the previous month, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. Headline inflation, which 

was well over the National Bank 

of Hungary’s 3.0% mid-term “price 

stability” target, rose on a 7.8% 

increase in food prices and 6.3% 

higher spirits and tobacco prices. 

The price of tobacco products 

alone went up by 9.7%, because of 

an excise tax increase. The price of 

services rose by 3.4% and consumer 

durable prices climbed 2.7%, the 

biggest increase in years. Clothing 

prices increased by 0.7%, household 

energy prices inched up 0.2% and 

the price of goods in the category 

that includes vehicle fuel edged 

down 0.1%. Vehicle fuel prices 

dropped by 4.2%. Core inflation, 

which excludes volatile fuel and 

food prices, was 4.5%, and inflation 

calculated using a basket of goods 

and services used by pensioners 

was 4.3%.

REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
IN HUNGARY UP BY 15

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased 

by 15 to 4,746 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Tuesday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

remains unchanged at 605, while 

3,527 people have made a recovery. 

There are 614 active infections and 

62 coronavirus patients are being 

treated in hospital for Covid-19, five 

on ventilators. Fully 7,492 people are 

in official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests carried out stands at 

363,459. New restrictions on entering 

the country came into force on July 12, 

with the aim of preventing the import 

of infections from abroad. Foreign 

countries have been classed into 

three categories: red, yellow, green. 

The authorities are screening arrivals 

and taking action based on the 

severity of the infection rate in each 

country. This can include ordering 

home quarantine for 14 days and 

compulsory testing. The government 

and the chief medical officer review 

the classification of the countries on 

a weekly basis. To avoid a flare-up 

of the epidemic, the government 

has cancelled the celebrations that 

draw large crowds on the August 

20 national holiday, including the 

fireworks and the air show. The ban 

on gatherings of more than 500 

people has been extended beyond 

August 15. As a general rule people 

must wear a face mask in shops and in 

public transport. Most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (2,100), 

followed by Pest County (706) and 

the counties of Fejér (382), Komárom-

Esztergom (315) and Zala (265). Békés 

and Tolna counties have the fewest 

infections (18 each).

KÁSLER WELCOMES 
EUROPEAN ONCOLOGY 
INITIATIVE 

A new oncology initiative by the 

European Commission may result in 

a coordinated system of anti-cancer 

services in Europe, the Hungarian 

human resources minister said. The 

Commission has requested the 

European Academy of Oncology 

to negotiate with medical bodies, 

cancer researchers, health policy 

experts, doctors and civil organisations 

and come up with comprehensive 

recommendations in terms of cancer 

prevention, therapy, rehabilitation, 

and research, Miklós Kásler said. Kásler 

pointed to forecasts saying that the 

number of cancer patients could 

increase from the current 3 million to 4 

million in the next 20 years. According 

to Kásler, the European programme, 

financed from a budget in the billion-

euro range, could offer Hungary an 

opportunity “to take its due place in 

the world of science earned through 

decades of effort”

SOCIALISTS CALL FOR 
PENSION RAISE

The Socialist party has called on 

the government to raise pensions 

to mirror this year’s inflation, which 

the party said is projected to hit 

pensioners especially hard. Socialist 

lawmaker Lajos Korózs, who also heads 

parliament’s welfare committee, told 

an online news conference that the 
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government has raised pensions by 

2.8% at the beginning of the year. 

Also, a pension supplement will be 

disbursed in November, he noted. 

According to data published by the 

Central Statistical Office, consumer 

prices grew by 3.8% in July, Korózs 

noted. Food prices, an area hitting 

pensioners harder than many other 

groups, grew by 7.8%, with fresh fruit 

prices jumping by 44.5% and pork by 

11.5%. Under the Socialist proposal, 

pensions would have been hiked by 

6.8% this year, Korózs said. He also 

called on the government to raise all 

pensions below 100,000 forints (EUR 

289), and to give all pensioners a one-

off pension supplement due to the 

coronavirus pandemic.

POLICE LINK ELEVEN 
DEATHS TO NEW 
DESIGNER DRUG

The death of eleven people can be 

linked so far to a new illicit designer 

drug that is believed to have appeared 

in the Hungarian market in May, a 

senior official of National Police said. 

The synthetic cannabinoid called 

4fmdmb-bica was identified during an 

investigation into the circumstances 

of the death of a 23-year-old man in 

Miskolc in northern Hungary, a chief 

officer said. Local police arrested 

three men suspected of selling the 

drug, Ibolya Csákó said. Further 

investigations into another ten deaths 

established that they can be linked 

to the new drug which comes from 

China, she said. The victims, most 

of them regular drug users living in 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén County in 

the north-east, were aged between 

23 and 36, Csákó added. The other 

deaths occurred in the counties of 

Fejér, Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg, Nógrád 

and Tolna, and in Budapest, she said. 

SURVEY SHOWS MOST 
HUNGARIANS WANT TO 
GET VACCINATED

The majority of Hungarians expect 

a vaccination against the novel 

coronavirus to be ready in a year’s time 

and 55% said they would want to get 

inoculated, a survey commissioned 

by the Association of Innovative 

Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 

(AIPM) showed. Some 32% of those 

interviewed said the vaccination 

would become available in Hungary 

in less than 12 months, 50% expect it 

in a year and 16 percent in two years, 

AIPM said. Only 2% of Hungarians said 

no vaccination would be available 

at all, it added. Asked about non-

compulsory vaccination, 64% of those 

interviewed said they had never taken 

any kind of non-compulsory vaccines. 

Of those that have received such 

vaccination, 29% said it was against 

the flu, 9% received it against tick-

borne encephalitis and 4% against 

meningitis. Some 44% said they had 

the vaccination administered each 

year and 5% said they had it more 

frequently. A total of 33% get non-

compulsory vaccination less frequently 

than every five years, 12% get it every 

two years, and 7% every five years, 

AIPM said.

HUNGARIAN ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCES COORDINATES 
PANDEMIC R+D PROJECT

A research project coordinated by 

the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

is among 23 recipients of European 

Union funding totalling at 128 million 

euros earmarked to respond to the 

coronavirus pandemic, the European 

Commission said on Tuesday. The 

funding, disbursed under Horizon 

2020, the EU’s research and innovation 

programme, will support the 

Academy’s “CO-VERSATILE” project 

which focuses on “adaptive and 

resilient production and supply chain 

methods and solutions for urgent 

need of vital medical supplies and 

equipment”. The Academy is working 

with 21 partners on the project, 

including ones from Hungary, Austria, 

Switzerland, Germany, Spain, Israel, 

Italy, the Netherlands and the UK.


