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Orbán said in his letter that the Hungarian government had succeeded in ensuring that member states in similar economic 

situations are granted equal treatment, and that citizens of richer states do not receive more support than those of poorer 

countries. Hungary has also ensured that the EU’s Article 7 procedure in progress against the country should be concluded 

before the approval of the bloc’s Financial Framework for 2021-2027 and the coronavirus rescue package, the letter said. In 

line with the parliamentary resolution, the prime minister had initiated that the Article 7 procedure against Hungary, which 

was “politically motivated and launched on legally disputed grounds”, should be concluded during Germany’s current EU 

presidency running until December 31, Orbán said. He said that Hungary had answered all questions regarding democracy 

and the rule of law. In a resolution passed on July 14, the Hungarian parliament set a “clear mandate” for the government 

regarding the talks on the EU’s multiannual budget and its recovery package planned to offset the coronavirus pandemic’s 

damage to the economy, he said.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has sent a letter to House Speaker László Kövér, briefing 
parliament on the results of the EU summit held in late July, and focusing on the 
requests parliament had put down ahead of the meeting.
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ORBÁN: HUNGARY TO 
RECEIVE EUR 40.7 BN IN EU 
FUNDING IN 2021-2027

Hungary’s funding from the 

multiannual budget and the recovery 

package will run to 40.7 billion euros, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in a 

letter briefing parliament on the results 

of the EU summit held in late July. The 

country will further be entitled to 

a 10 billion euro loan, with the two 

sums adding up to 2.8% of GDP, he 

said. Moreover, Hungary will receive 

cohesion funds corresponding to 1.8% 

of its GDP over the next seven years, 

Orbán said. At the summit held from 

July 17 to 21, “Poland and Hungary 

fought side by side” and managed to 

thwart that procedures conducted “in 

the name of, but actually undermining, 

the rule of law” endanger Hungary’s 

financial interests and its cohesion 

funding. Important steps have been 

taken so that those resources should 

not be tied to political and ideological 

conditions, he said.  Hungary has 

failed, however, to achieve progress 

in ensuring that EU funding of “parties 

and political organisations disguised as 

NGOs” is scrapped, the letter said. The 

prime minister pledged to keep “on 

the agenda” the issue of EU funding 

for “political parties and pseudo-

civil organisations actually engaged 

in political activity”. “The EU budget 

and recovery package offer a serious 

economic opportunity to Hungary. 

However, a joint loan as part of the 

EU’s coronavirus response goes against 

Hungary’s decade-long deficit-cutting 

policy, and may result in a communal 

debt hitherto unheard of in the EU’s 

history. [...] I propose that during the 

ratification debate of the agreement, 

the Hungarian parliament review 

the results and decide whether the 

achievements in fulfilling its mandate 

are sufficient for it to support the 

agreement,” Orbán said.

BUDAPEST MAYOR 
INSTRUCTS ELDERLY 
HOMES TO OBSERVE 
RESTRICTIONS

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

has instructed the heads of elderly 

care homes to pay increased attention 

to observing restrictions introduced 

as a result of the novel coronavirus 

and ensure that they meet staffing 

requirements. Karácsony posted 

on Facebook the list of instructions 

he had sent to elderly care homes a 

month ago. He said these had been 

prepared on the basis of experiences 

gained from the first wave of the 

epidemic and served to prepare the 

institutions for a second wave. He said 

strict protocols must continue to be 

maintained for inbound and outbound 

visits. The heads of homes have the 

right to introduce stricter measures 

than those stipulated by the chief 

medical officer but any easing must be 

authorised by the operator municipal 

council. Karácsony said any persons 

showing symptoms of the virus 

must be immediately isolated and he 

highlighted a national public health 

centre decree which stipulates that 

hospitals are not allowed to release 

patients unless they hold a negative 

coronavirus test result. If hospitals fail 

to observe this rule, the elderly care 

home must isolate the patient and 

ask the municipal council to carry out 

the test. He also said that elderly care 

homes must keep stock of protective 

gear and other supplies sufficient for 

at least two weeks.

THREE DIE, REGISTERED 
INFECTIONS IN HUNGARY 
UP BY 35

Three Covid-19 patients have died, 

while the number of registered 

infections in Hungary has increased 

by 35 to 4,731 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Monday 

morning. The number of fatalities has 

reached 605, while 3,525 people have 

made a recovery. There are 601 active 

infections and 61 coronavirus patients 

are being treated in hospital for 

Covid-19, six on ventilators. Fully 7,574 

people are in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried out 

stands at 362,660. New restrictions on 

entering the country came into force 

on July 12, with the aim of preventing 

the import of infections from abroad. 

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on the 

severity of the infection rate in each 

country. This can include ordering 

home quarantine for 14 days and 

compulsory testing. The government 
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and the chief medical officer review 

the classification of the countries on 

a weekly basis. To avoid a flare-up of 

the epidemic, the government has 

cancelled the celebrations that draw 

large crowds on the August 20 national 

holiday, including the fireworks and 

the air show. The ban on gatherings 

of more than 500 people has been 

extended beyond August 15. As a 

general rule people must wear a face 

mask in shops and in public transport. 

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,099), followed by Pest 

County (706) and the counties of Fejér 

(382), Komárom-Esztergom (315) and 

Zala (265). Békés and Tolna counties 

have the fewest infections (18 each).

IPSOS: ONE-FOURTH OF 
PARENTS HAD TO BUY 
NEW IT DEVICES FOR 
CHILDREN DURING SPRING 
LOCKDOWN 

Some 25% of Hungarian parents 

had to buy new devices to help their 

children’s continued education, 

information flow and communication 

during the spring phase of the 

coronavirus epidemic, a recent survey 

conducted by Ipsos Instant Research 

said. They spent on the new devices 

125,000 forints (EUR 362) on average, 

a representative survey commissioned 

by Budapest Bank showed. Close 

to two-thirds of parents bought 

accessories for an average of 32,000 

forints, it said. Half of the students 

used as a primary choice a laptop, 

one-fourth a desktop PC, 14% a mobile 

phone and around 10% a tablet for 

learning. The secondary choice was a 

mobile phone, for 64%. Teachers and 

students communicated through 

Facebook Messenger (54%), Hungarian 

app Kréta (54%), via e-mail (also 54%) 

and in various Facebook groups, said 

the survey. Ipsos conducted the survey 

on a sample of 500 among adults older 

than 18.

HUNGARIAN FILM 
COMPETING FOR GOLDEN 
GLOBE

“Pilate”, a Hungarian film directed 

by Linda Dombrovszky and based 

on a novel by Magda Szabó, is 

competing for the Golden Globe 

Awards after being selected into the 

Foreign Language Film Series 2021 

programme, the Hungarian Film 

Institute said. The film will be screened 

online for representatives of the 

Hollywood Foreign Press Association 

on August 22, and is planned to 

premiere on Hungarian television on 

Nov 1, the institute said. The film was 

awarded the best film prize at the MIFF 

film festival in Milan in January, and 

its crew has won acclaimed awards 

worldwide.

PLASTIC CUP CLEANS 
TISZA OF 8.2 TONNES OF 
WASTE

Participants in this year’s Plastic 

Cup (PET Kupa) have collected 8.2 

tonnes of waste along an 80km 

section of the water and floodplains 

of the Tisza river flowing to Hungary 

from Ukraine and Romania, the 

event’s organisers said. The waste 

containing plastic bottles, bottle 

caps, polypropylene wrapping 

material, glass and metal was 

collected and selected into bags 

with help of volunteers already on 

board of vessels between the border 

town of Záhony and Rakamaz. The 

section last time was cleaned three 

years ago, they said. Around half 

of the waste can be recycled also 

as components of vessels used by 

Cup participants again in cleaning 

sections of the Tisza river next time. 

Chief patron of the Cup is President 

János Áder and its main sponsor 

is the innovation and technology 

ministry.


