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The number of fatalities remains unchanged at 602, while 3,499 people have made a recovery.  There are 595 active 

infections and 69 coronavirus patients are being treated in hospital for Covid-19, six on ventilators. Fully 7,184 people are 

in official home quarantine, while the number of tests carried out stands at 360,772.

Most infections have been registered in Budapest (2,091), followed by Pest County (703) and the counties of Fejér (382), 

Komárom-Esztergom (315) and Zala (265). Békés and Tolna counties have the fewest infections (18 each).

New restrictions on entering the country came into force on July 12, with the aim of preventing the import of infections from 

abroad. Foreign countries have been classed into three categories: red, yellow, green. The authorities are screening arrivals 

and taking action based on the severity of the infection rate in each country. This can include ordering home quarantine 

for 14 days and compulsory testing. As a general rule people must wear a face mask in shops and in public transport.

The number of registered coronavirus infections in Hungary has increased by 43 to 
4,696 over the past 24 hours, koronavirus.gov.hu said on Sunday morning.

REgIstERED INFECtIONs IN HuNgARY uP BY 43
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people

Coronavirus updates

stats office release on consumer 
prices in July 2020
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sOCIALIsts AsK FOR 
EXtRA MONtH FAMILY 
ALLOWANCE PAYMENt At 
sCHOOL stARt

The opposition Socialists are asking 

the government to pay a 13th-month 

family allowance bonus to every family 

with a child or children to help them 

start the school year in September, a 

party lawmaker said. Half of Hungary’s 

children are raised by families in the 

three lowest-decile income groups 

of society, Lajos Korózs told an online 

press conference on Facebook. “Every 

fourth or fifth child in Hungary lacks 

proper support and appropriate 

housing conditions, or proper diet 

which is unacceptable,” said Korózs, 

who is the head of parliament’s welfare 

committee. It is also a burden to many 

families to ensure conditions for digital 

education which might restart in 

preparation for a second wave of the 

coronavirus epidemic, he said.

LMP: Eu RECOVERY 
PACKAgE ‘BEtRAYAL OF 
FutuRE gENERAtIONs’

The EU’s coronavirus-related economic 

recovery package and the bloc’s next 

budget approved by member states 

in July “is a let-down” of 

future generations, a co-leader of 

opposition green LMP said. Many 

EU politicians called the agreement 

historic, but the recovery plan is “a big 

step backwards” from the point of view 

of climate protection, János Kendernay 

told a press conference. “It is a betrayal 

exactly of those whose future it was 

supposed to save,” he said.

The massive debt will burden 

future generations that is why they 

must have a bigger say-in how funds 

in the EU’s 2021-2027 budget are 

spent, Kendernay added. He called it 

a mistake that only 30% of the funds 

would be spent on tackling climate 

change, calling for effective measures 

to ensure sustainable social and 

economic conditions in Europe. “The EU 

‘s operation must be reformed, and the 

neoliberal system Europe has been built 

on must be eliminated,” said Kendernay.

MI HAZÁNK WOuLD 
REstRICt FACEBOOK’s 
‘POLItICAL CENsORsHIP’

Deputies representing the extra-

parliamentary Mi Hazánk party will 

submit a proposal to restrict “harsh 

political censorship” exercised 

by Facebook, party leader László 

Toroczkai told MTI in a video recording.

Toroczkai insisted that Facebook 

poses a “national security risk” in terms 

of its attempts to influence Hungary’s 

politics through a “dictatorial 

censorship” of opinion, which he said 

impacts his party “most heavily”.

Toroczkai said Hungarian nationals 

had no access to legal remedy in case 

of any harm through using Facebook, 

therefore Mi Hazánk suggests that 

Facebook should have a Hungarian 

representative, residing in Hungary, 

and Hungarian users’ data should be 

stored on Hungarian servers.

Politicians, as well as government, 

police and disaster management 

officials communicating through 

Facebook constitute a huge national 

security risk because “anyone at any 

time could abuse the information 

stored on servers abroad, owned by a 

private company”, Toroczkai said.

According to Mi Hazánk’s proposal, 

Facebook should remove any 

contested content under a Hungarian 

court ruling.

MIgRANt gROuP 
AttEMPts tO CROss s 
HuNgARY BORDER

Another migrant group attempted 

to violently cross into Hungary from 

Serbia, the police reported on Friday. 

According to local police, 19 illegal 

migrants gathered on the Serbian 

side of the border near Hercegszántó 

earlier in the day. Some of them 

covered their faces and threw stones 

and other objects at Hungarian 

border police and tried to cross the 

fence. The officers prevented them 

from entering, the website said. 

A larger group tried to cross the 

border at Röszke in the early hours 

on Wednesday.

LIsZt FERENC 
INtERNAtIONAL 
PAssENgER NuMBERs 
DOWN OVER 80% IN JuLY

The number of passengers at 

Budapest’s Liszt Ferenc International 

Airport was over 80% down in July 
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compared to the same month last 

year but there was a three-fold increase 

compared to the previous month, the 

airport operator said.

Budapest Airport said in a statement 

that 301,000 inbound and outbound 

passengers were registered in July this 

year, 81% down from July last year. At 

the same time, there was an increase 

in the number of relaunched flights 

following cancellations caused by the 

novel coronavirus epidemic and the 

number of passengers grew three-fold 

compared to June, it added.

In August, a total of 500 direct 

flights operate from Budapest to 

98 destinations each week and the 

willingness to travel appears to be on 

the rise, with passengers feeling safe 

at the Budapest airport, it said.

CAPA Centre for Aviation figures 

show that Budapest airport serviced 

3.2 million passengers this year so far, 

64% fewer than in the same period 

last year.

ONE DIEs, 34 INJuRED IN 
POLIsH Bus ACCIDENt IN s 
HuNgARY

One passenger died, another 34 

got injured, three of them seriously 

including a five-year-old child in the 

accident of a Polish bus in southern 

Hungary on Sunday morning, 

ambulance and police said.

The bus with two drivers and 44 

passengers was on its way to the 

north when it skidded off motorway 

M5 and turned into the roadside 

ditch at around 6:30am due to yet 

unknown circumstances near the town 

of Kiskunfélegyháza, a local police 

spokeswoman told MTI. 

One of the passengers, a 35-year-

old man, died instantly, all other 

passengers including the 34 injured 

were taken to hospital with two 

helicopters and 14 ambulance cars, 

Pál Győrfi, the spokesman of national 

ambulance services, told MTI.

FOREIgN MINIstER 
EXPREssEs CONDOLENCEs 
OVER POLIsH Bus 
ACCIDENt

The Hungarian foreign minister 

expressed condolences and 

sympathies over the accident of a 

Polish bus in which one passenger 

died and another 34 were injured 

in southern Hungary on Sunday 

morning.

Péter Szijjártó said on Facebook 

that he extended his condolences to 

Krzysztof Szczerski, the chief of cabinet 

for Polish President Andrzej Duda.  

He told the cabinet chief that 

Hungarian authorities, national police, 

ambulance services and hospital staff 

were and are doing their utmost 

around the accident. 

The Hungarian government will 

provide the Polish embassy every 

means and assistance to help the 

Polish nationals’ return to their home, 

Szijjártó said.

The bus with two drivers and 44 

passengers was on its way to the 

north when it skidded off motorway 

M5 and turned into the roadside 

ditch at around 6:30am due to yet 

unknown circumstances near the town 

of Kiskunfélegyháza, a local police 

spokeswoman told MTI.

One of the passengers, a 35-year-

old man, died instantly, all other 

passengers including the 34 injured 

were taken to hospital with two 

helicopters and 14 ambulance cars.

VALuE OF PuBLIC 
PROCuREMENt 
PROCEDuREs FALLs ONE-
FIFtH

The value of public procurement 

procedures fell about one-fifth, while 

the number dropped one-quarter in 

the first half from the same period a 

year earlier, showing the economic 

impact of the pandemic, the Public 

Procurement Authority told MTI. The 

3,746 public procurement procedures 

had a value of about 1,346 billion 

forints (EUR 3.9bn).

Construction procurements 

accounted for 37.5% of the total value, 

while purchases of goods made up 

35.2% and services 27.3%. 

Negotiated procedures account for 6% 

of the total, one of the lowest rates in 

the European Union, the authority noted. 

SMEs won 85% of public procurement 

procedures and signed contracts 

accounting for 68% of their value.


