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Measures introduced a few weeks earlier, such as stepping up checks of foreign nationals entering the country or assigning 

countries to risk categories based on infection numbers have proved appropriate, Gulyás told Kossuth Radio.

He noted that the government decides on possible changes, such as the colour-coded country risk designations, each 

week, based on the recommendations of the Operative Board. He said that as long as nobody brings the virus into the 

country from abroad, Hungary’s Covid-19 infection rate could remain relatively low in a European comparison, while the 

current rules remain in place.

Commenting on current employment figures, he said the Hungarian economy was strong enough to enable the government 

fulfil its promise to create as many jobs as the number lost because of the epidemic. Compared to last June, there were 

38,000 fewer people holding jobs this June but their number was still higher than the number of jobholders last January, 

he added.

The number of active coronavirus infections in Hungary is stagnating around 500-600 
at present, Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime Minister’s Office, said on public radio 
on Sunday.
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ROMA HOLOCAUST 
MEMORIAL DAY MARKED 
IN BUDAPEST

Roma Holocaust Memorial Day was 

marked in Budapest on Sunday, 76 

years to the day after more than 3,000 

Roma and Sinti were killed by the Nazis 

in the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration 

camp. János Agócs, the chairman of the 

National Roma Self-Government, said the 

victims had been simple Roma people: 

mothers, fathers and children, speaking 

at the organisation’s headquarters 

in Budapest. Their perseverance is 

demonstrated by the fact that among 

the victims of the Holocaust, alone the 

Roma could not be separated from their 

families by the murderers, he said.

“The victims of this murderous 

ideology are remembered today with 

heavy hearts,” Agócs said, adding that 

sympathy is also felt for those that 

experience any form of discrimination 

on a daily basis. Deputy state secretary 

in charge of fostering ties with civil groups 

and society Vince Szalay-Bobrovniczky 

said the government acknowledges its 

task to increase awareness of the Roma 

Holocaust, while bridging the divides 

between different groups in society. He 

added that it is the state’s duty to ensure 

that a tragedy such as the one that 

occurred 76 years earlier is never repeated.

Éva Fahidi, a concentration camp 

survivor, said every chance to warn of the 

danger of incitement of hatred should 

be seized. She added that the Holocaust 

had started with verbal aggression and 

ended in the gas chambers.

Hungary’s National Greek Self-

Government and National Armenian 

Self-Government were represented at the 

event as were the embassies of France 

and India. Gergely Karácsony, the mayor of 

Budapest, said in a post on his Facebook 

page on Sunday that the victims of racism 

must be remembered to prevent hatred 

from emerging again and again.

The co-chairs of opposition green 

party LMP said Roma must never be 

“second-class citizens” in Hungary, as 

their identity, culture and traditions are 

an integral part of Hungary’s national 

culture that strengthens and enrichens 

“our shared home”. “Let this day remind 

us and serve as a warning that we must 

never again allow room for racist, 

exclusionary and hateful manifestations 

to grow,” Erzsébet Schmuck and János 

Kendernay said in a statement.

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) said in a statement that the party is 

remembering on Sunday the thousands 

of Roma who were murdered in WWII.

“It is our duty to remember and to 

remind, so that a country may never 

again send its own citizens to their 

deaths without a word, on the pretense 

of their being inferior,” DK said.

HOLLIK: OLAF LAUNCHES 
PROBE OF LEFT WING’S 
‘FAKE VIDEO’

The European Anti-Fraud Office 

(OLAF) is investigating the matter of a 

left-wing “fake video” on suspicion of 

misuse of European Union funding, the 

communications director for governing 

Fidesz said at a press conference.

István Hollik said the “scandalous 

video” had come to OLAF’s attention 

because of suspicion that EU monies 

were used in its production. One of the 

people who made the video - a former 

journalist at daily Népszabadság - 

used EU money to pay an employee: 

a European Parliament assistant of the 

opposition Socialists and MEP István 

Ujhelyi, he said.

He added that EP assistants are paid 

to complete EP tasks and EP tasks only; 

working in domestic party politics with 

EP money is “clearly against the law”.

“But this is exactly what happened: 

István Ujhelyi’s EP assistant, 

commissioned by the Socialists, made 

a video to achieve political party goals, 

and a fake video, no less, made expressly 

to create fake news,” Hollik said.

In the video, posted on Facebook, 

a woman who claimed to work for 

the ambulance service spoke to a 

Socialist lawmaker about the state of 

the Hungarian health-care system.

Hollik noted that the video had been 

spread by the entire left wing and 

left-wing media outlets, and was also 

picked up by foreign media. He said 

the video had been quickly discovered 

to be a fabrication and an investigation 

was launched for disseminating false 

information to incite unrest.

FIDESZ MP: ROMANIA 
‘FAILING TO MEET RULE  
OF LAW CRITERIA’ 

A Romanian case in which two 

ethnic Hungarians were convicted 

on terrorism charges indicates that 
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“Romania fails to meet criteria of the 

rule of law”, a deputy of ruling Fidesz 

told a press conference. 

István Bajkai said that the two 

young men had been sentenced 

“on trumped-up charges”, while the 

evidence in the case was “ridiculous” 

and the procedure was reminiscent of 

showcase trials in the 1950s.

Bajkai said it was a show-trial 

rather than a legal mistake, “aimed at 

intimidating the Hungarian community 

in Transylvania”, sending a message 

that “those standing up for their 

Hungarian identity, and fighting for 

autonomy, will face retaliation”. 

Bajkai welcomed the recent release 

on parole of one of the defendants, 

but added that the ruling was not yet 

biding. He urged Romania’s authorities 

to release the other young man, too. 

István Beke and Zoltán Szűcs were 

sentenced to 5 years in prison each in 

2018. The two youths, members of the 

radical Hungarian Sixty-Four Counties 

Movement, were believed to have 

made preparations for a bomb attack 

during a military parade in 2015.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ISTVÁN PÁSZTOR 
DESERVES APPOINTMENT AS 
ASSEMBLY OF VOJVODINA 
PRESIDENT

The Assembly of the Autonomous 

province of Vojvodina has once again 

elected an ethnic Hungarian for 

president, and István Pásztor, head of 

the Alliance of Vojvodina Hungarians 

(VMSZ), deserves the appointment 

as he has done much to establish 

the Serbian-Hungarian friendship, 

Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó said. 

Szijjártó said on Facebook that 

Serbian-Hungarian relations had been 

transformed “from hatefulness to a 

historic friendship” thanks to plenty of 

compromises and a lot of work. “Our 

relations have never been as good as 

now and this benefits not only the 

two countries but above all the ethnic 

Hungarian community of Vojvodina,” 

he said. Szijjártó said that Hungary 

was making every effort to help Serbia 

join the European Union as soon as 

possible and supports investment by 

Hungarian and Vojvodina companies, 

while “Serbia gives more rights to 

ethnic Hungarians living there than 

any of our other neighbours”.

OZONE CONCENTRATION 
HIGH IN SEVERAL CITIES, 
TOWNS

High concentration of ozone in the 

air could result in poor air quality and 

breathing difficulties for parts of the 

population in several cities and towns 

around Hungary, the chief medical 

officer said on Facebook on Saturday.

A map of monitoring stations in 

the country showed the following 

cities and towns affected: Budapest, 

Mosonmagyaróvár, Szombathely, 

Sarród, Ajka, Veszprém, Székesfehérvár, 

Százhalombatta, Tököl, Esztergom, Vác, 

Kecskemét, Salgótarján, Eger, Szolnok 

and Debrecen.

Children, elderly people and those 

suffering from chronic respiratory 

diseases could airway irritation, 

difficulty breathing or coughing, 

the statement said. Those sensitive 

to high concentration of ozone 

are advised to avoid intensive 

physical work and sport activities 

outside around mid-day and in the 

early afternoon. Staying indoors is 

recommended, and those that go 

outside should apply protection 

against UV radiation.

The concentration of ozone is not 

expected to change in the next few 

days, the chief medical officer said.

The national weather service said 

UV-B radiation could be extremely 

high on Saturday.

SOCIALIST MEP PRESSES 
HUNGARY TO JOIN 
EUROPEAN HEALTH 
UNION 

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi urged 

Hungary to join the European Health 

Union at an online press conference. 

Ujhelyi noted that the European 

Health Union - an initiative by the 

European Parliament to engage in 

far stronger cooperation in the area 

of health - would establish minimum 

conditions for health care, ensuring 

access to basic health-care services 

which is a human right.

Ujhelyi also pressed the government 

to publish a broad study on the state 

of health care in Hungary and consult 

with professional organisations on 

the results. He said a well-known 

international consultancy has been 

commissioned by the government to 

produce the study by August 7.
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DK CALLS ON GOVT TO 
EXPAND JOB PROTECTION 
SUPPORT

Opposition Democratic Coalition (DK) 

has called on the government to face 

up to the economic crisis caused by 

the novel coronavirus epidemic and 

expand support for job preservation 

instead of “bragging of success”. 

Deputy group leader Gergely Arató 

told an online press conference on 

Facebook that the facts don’t back 

up Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s 

claims that the level of employment 

is approaching pre-epidemic levels. 

Arató said he had learnt that the Audi 

plant in Győr, in western Hungary, 

could employ up to 2,000 fewer 

workers in future, adding that trade 

unions say this isn’t an isolated case.

He noted that the impact of not 

renewing the contracts of temporary 

workers or cancelling contracts with 

staffing agencies don’t show up in 

the statistics.

He said the government’s support 

for job preservation is among the 

“most tight-fisted” in Europe and 

pressed for an extension, expansion 

and increase of such support.

SALVINI THANKS ORBÁN 
FOR SUPPORT

Matteo Salvini, head of Italy’s League 

party, thanked the Hungarian 

prime minister for an encouraging 

message Viktor Orbán sent him 

after the Italian parliament removed 

Salvini’s immunity. Salvini is facing 

legal proceedings because he, when 

interior minister, had banned a ship of 

illegal migrants from docking. Salvini 

quoted Orbán as saying “My Friend, 

go on with your fight!”

According to Salvini, nearly 

14,000 illegal migrants have arrived 

in his country this year, compared 

to fewer than 4,000 in the same 

period last year.

GOVT TO OFFER  
HUF 100 BN OF 0 % CREDIT 
TO HARD HIT TOURISM 
COMPANIES

Hungary’s government will offer 

microbusinesses and SMEs in the 

tourism sector 100 billion forints 

(EUR 290m) of 0% free-purpose 

credit from September, the head 

of the Hungarian Tourism Agency 

told MTI.

Zoltán Guller said companies that 

do all of their business in the tourism 

sector, which has been hard hit by the 

coronavirus crisis, may borrow up to 

250 million forints in the framework 

of the state’s Széchenyi Card revolving 

credit scheme.

The credit will be available using a 

Széchenyi Card dedicated to tourism 

sector companies, he added. Financing 

for the programme will be supported 

through the National bank of 

Hungary’s Funding for Growth Scheme 

(FGS). Details of the Széchenyi Tourism 

Card programme will be published in 

an issue of the official gazette Magyar 

Közlöny on Monday.

REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
IN HUNGARY INCREASE  
BY NINE

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased by 

nine to 4,535 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Sunday.

The number of fatalities remains 

unchanged at 597, while 3,389 people 

have made a recovery. There are 549 

active infections and 71 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in hospital, 

seven on ventilators. There are 7,436 

people in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried out 

stands at 344,997. New restrictions on 

entering the country came into force 

on July 12, with the aim of preventing 

the import of infections from abroad.

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on the 

severity of the infection rate in each 

country. This can include ordering 

home quarantine for 14 days and 

compulsory testing. The government 

and the chief medical officer review 

the classification of the countries on 

a weekly basis.

To avoid a flare-up of the epidemic, 

the government has cancelled the 

celebrations that draw large crowds 

on the August 20 national holiday, 

including the fireworks and the air 

show. Meanwhile, gatherings of more 

than 500 people are banned.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,062), followed by Pest 
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County (690) and the counties of Fejér 

(379), Komárom-Esztergom (312) and 

Zala (265). Tolna County has the fewest 

infections (17).

SOCIALISTS CALL FOR 
PROTECTING VELENCE 
LAKE FREE BEACHES

The opposition Socialists on 

Saturday said free beaches around 

Lake Velence near Budapest need 

to be protected from closure and 

development.

Party board leader Ágnes Kunhalmi 

told an online press conference 

on Facebook that the party had 

organised a protest in Agard on 

Saturday morning in order to prevent 

ruling “Fidesz cronies’ hunger for 

profits” from crowding out the 

interests of Velence Lake bathers.

Kunhalmi said that ever since 

2010, there has been a trend around 

Hungary’s natural lakes with “NER 

knights” of the System of National 

Cooperation basically expropriating 

free beaches, where they start 

unrestricted construction and 

environmental damage.

Opposition representative of the 

Gárdony municipality Pál Eötvös 

told the press conference that local 

inhabitants, owners of holiday homes 

and bathers protest against the town’s 

ruling party leaders amending building 

regulations in a way that enables the 

sale and development of free beaches. 

He added that a local referendum 

could be arranged to stop this.

HUNGARIAN HOUSEHOLDS 
SUBSCRIBE MORE THAN 
HUF 4,700 BN OF PLUS 
BONDS

Sales of the Hungarian Government 

Securities Plus bond for retail 

investors now exceed more than 

4,700 billion forints (EUR 13.6bn), 

Finance Ministry state secretary 

András Tállai said in Saturday’s issue 

of daily Magyar Nemzet.

Borrowing from Hungarian 

households, rather than foreigners, and 

in forints, instead of foreign currency, 

is a big advantage for the state in a 

time of crisis, Tállai said. Demand for 

the Plus bond, launched in May of last 

year, has remained robust even during 

the coronavirus crisis, which is a sign of 

strong confidence, he added.

Tállai said subscribers of Plus bonds 

had so far accumulated more than 85 

billion forints in interest. The Plus bond, 

which has attracted unprecedented 

interest for a retail government security 

in Hungary, carries coupons that get 

bigger as the paper approaches 

maturity. If held for the full five-year 

term, the bond pays an annualised 

yield of 4.95%.

REGIOJET LAUNCHES 
PRAGUE-BRNO-VIENNA-
BUDAPEST RAILWAY 
SERVICE 

Czech private railway company 

RegioJet has launched a direct service 

linking Prague, Brno, Vienna, and 

Budapest, the company told MTI. 

The trains will run twice a day in both 

directions, offering passengers “low-

cost, standard, relax, and business” 

services, the company said. 

Staff and infrastructure will be 

provided by Continental Railway 

Solution Kft in Hungary, and by 

WestBahn in Austria.


