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“Let’s not take any risks; let things stay as they are,” Orbán told public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió. He said the level of infections 

was stable and there was no point in risking a deterioration. Orbán also said that Hungary had all the tools it needed to 

mount a successful defence against coronavirus. He said the epidemic had shown that Hungary’s health-care system was 

among Europe’s best-performing health-care systems.  But the protective equipment is worth little if the regulations are 

not precise and if the public does not follow them, Orbán said. Hungary must not give up its planned, calm and predictable 

approach to its defence against the epidemic, Orbán said.

“There are hundreds of people” on standby ready to act if the situation regarding the coronavirus epidemic warrants it, 

Orbán said. The operative board coordinating Hungary’s response to the epidemic still meets on a regular basis and presents 

its recommendations to the government regarding potential changes to restrictions every Tuesday, he said.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said the current level of domestic protection against the 
coronavirus pandemic was appropriate and any changes to restrictions would be risky.
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ORBÁN: HuNGARy 
ANTICIPATES ’INVESTMENT 
BOOM’ IN 2021

Comparing Hungary’s approach 

to economic recovery with that of 

other countries, the government had 

put greater emphasis on improving 

investment rules and directing more 

money into investments, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said in a radio interview 

on Friday. This will produce “fantastic 

results” next year, when an “investment 

boom” is anticipated, he said. “We’ll 

emerge from the epidemic in better 

shape than we went into it.” He added 

that one aspect of uncertainty that 

tempered expectations, however, was 

that a possible second wave may waylay 

the economy.

Orbán also noted that the 

government will provide over 5 billion 

forints (EUR 14.5m) to support the music 

industry, including 800 million forints 

to help Roma musicians. As regards 

jobs, he said that though the labour 

market had taken a hit because of the 

epidemic, jobs were coming back and 

within a few weeks “the government 

will have fulfilled its promise of creating 

as many jobs as had been destroyed 

by the virus.” Meanwhile, he said 

Hungary’s government had taken a 

“special approach” to its economic 

recovery. Orbán said he receives “a lot 

of help” from central bank governor 

György Matolcsy when it comes to 

formulating economic measures and 

coming up with “special Hungarian crisis 

management measures” that can help 

the country gain an advantage during 

the crisis.

Meanwhile, on the topic of the city 

of Veszprém, in western Hungary, 

becoming the European Capital of 

Culture in 2023, Orbán said the event 

would showcase “this fantastic country 

to the world”. He noted that a “safe pair 

of hands”, Tibor Navracsics, a former 

deputy prime minister and European 

commissioner, has been appointed as a 

government commissioner in charge of 

the event, and spending on the region 

will total 100 billion forints.

On the subject of the recent EU 

summit, the prime minister said 

Hungarians should not regard EU 

funding as handouts from countries 

that “are richer and stronger than 

us”. Orbán insisted that EU recovery 

funding must be tapped quickly and 

the government has already identified 

programmes to get the ball rolling, 

such as revamping the country’s water 

system and transforming environmental 

protection and energy systems to the 

tune of 1,000 billion forints. “In the last 

Brussels battle … we increased the 

amount channelled into the Hungarian 

economy by 3 billion euros; more than 

1,000 billion forints,” he said.

REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRuS 
INFECTIONS IN HuNGARy 
INCREASE By 21

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased 

by 21 to 4,505 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

remains unchanged at 596, while 

3,353 people have made a recovery. 

There are 556 active infections and 

73 coronavirus patients are being 

treated in hospital for Covid-19, six on 

ventilators. Fully 8,083 people are in 

official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests carried out stands at 

339,163. New restrictions on entering 

the country came into force on July 

12, with the aim of preventing the 

import of infections from abroad. 

To avoid a flare-up of the epidemic, 

the government has cancelled the 

celebrations that draw large crowds 

on the August 20 national holiday, 

including the fireworks and the air 

show. The current ban on gatherings 

of more than 500 people will be 

extended beyond August 15. Most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest (2,053), followed by Pest 

County (685) and the counties of Fejér 

(380), Komárom-Esztergom (312) and 

Zala (265). Tolna County has the fewest 

infections (15).

INBOuND TRAVEllERS 
MuST PAy FOR 
CORONAVIRuS SCREENING 
FROM SAT

Travellers arriving in Hungary 

from countries classified as yellow 

or green in terms of the severity of 

the coronavirus risk must pay for their 

PCR tests unless they stay in home 

quarantine for two weeks, the chief 

medical officer has said. Foreign 

nationals are not allowed to enter 
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Hungary from red countries, only 

from yellow and green countries, 

Cecília Müller said. In line with current 

regulations, inbound travellers from 

yellow and red countries must stay in 

home quarantine for two weeks, she 

said. A choice to get tested can be 

made and quarantine is not required 

once two consecutive negative 

results are produced, she added. 

Travellers must go through health 

checks at the border, and they are 

given a red sign stating their home 

quarantine requirement which they 

must place on the entrance of their 

home, she said. Those who wish to 

get exemption from home quarantine 

must submit a request to their local 

government office at a cost of 3,000 

forints (EUR 8.5) and they will be given 

a notice stating that they can leave 

the quarantine to visit their chosen 

screening station, Müller said. People 

who arrive from yellow countries are 

allowed to leave home quarantine 

after the first negative PCR test but 

they are still obliged to get a second 

test done, she said. Those arriving 

from red countries must stay in 

home quarantine until the second 

negative PCR test result is available, 

she added. Travellers who can present 

at the border two negative PCR test 

results from tests conducted not 

more than five days before entry, 

with a minimum of 48 hours between 

the two tests, are exempt from the 

quarantine requirement, she added. 

Meanwhile, speaking at a separate 

press event, Müller highlighted 

the importance of preventing the 

emergence of coronavirus clusters 

across the country. The chief medical 

officer illustrated the process of 

contact tracing through the example 

of a smaller cluster in Mezőkövesd, 

in north-eastern Hungary. Health 

authorities and police tracked down 

334 people across 29 cities and towns 

in three counties linked to Covid-19 

cases identified in Mezőkövesd. A 

total of 43 of them tested positive 

but only 16 displayed symptoms of 

Covid-19 and five people had to be 

hospitalised. Of the 334 people, 260 

have already been released from 

official home quarantine, she said. 

The last positive case was detected 

on July 23, so it can be said that the 

Mezőkövesd outbreak has been 

thwarted, Müller said. Thanks to 

the way Hungary managed the first 

wave of the epidemic, the number of 

coronavirus cases in the country has 

been kept “relatively low”, she said. 

But the virus is still present, Muller 

warned, adding that responsible 

behaviour by the public could help 

prevent the emergence of virus 

clusters.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: SAlVINI 
DESERVES GRATITuDE, 
PRAISE

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

Italy’s right-wing League leader 

Matteo Salvini deserved “gratitude 

and praise”, in a Facebook comment 

reacting to Italy’s senate revoking 

Salvini’s immunity. Szijjártó said 

the liberal mainstream press had 

presented the development as a 

victory, yet “it was Salvini who did 

not want to allow illegal migrants, 

human smugglers and their allies, 

the so-called NGOs, to laugh in the 

face of Italian and European laws, 

violate all existing regulations and 

arbitrarily call at port in Italy, thereby 

illegally entering Europe.” Salvini 

decided to protect Italy and Europe, 

and “prove that what Hungary has 

done on land could also be done 

at sea, and it is equally possible 

to protect the external borders of 

Europe on land and at sea,” Szijjártó 

said. He said Salvini had revealed “a 

Brussels lie” about sea borders being 

impossible to protect and “proved 

that it is indeed possible” to protect 

Europe’s maritime borders.  “It only 

requires taking our rules seriously 

and enforcing them,” he said. “There 

are rules for crossing borders that 

everyone must respect.”

DÖMÖTÖR: GOVT REFuSES 
TO PARTICIPATE IN lEFT’S 
‘DRAMA’ IN PARlT

The government will not participate in 

the “drama” of a special parliamentary 

session initiated by left-wing parties 

concerning the European Union 

budget agreement, Csaba Dömötör, 

a state secretary of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, said. The cabinet has already 

presented detailed information about 

the 3 billion euros of extra support 

the prime minister “successfully 

fought for”, he added. Additionally, 

the introduction of a new procedure 
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which would have opened the way 

for “political blackmail” in connection 

with EU support “has been successfully 

prevented”, Dömötör said. The 

government will continue its efforts 

to block “non-transparent activist 

groups from interfering without any 

democratic authorisation” in the 

political life of individual member 

states, he added. “We are sorry and 

extremely saddened to see the left-

wing opposition parties going against 

the country’s interests during the 

budget debate and pursuing a smear 

campaign, the same way they did in 

the toughest weeks of anti-epidemic 

efforts,” he added.

HuNGARy RECORDS 
TRADE SuRPluS IN MAy 
AFTER CORONA DIVE 

Hungary posted a trade surplus in May 

of 102 million euros after plunging 561 

million euros into the red in the previous 

month, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. The May figure was revised 

down from 155 million euros in the first 

reading. Exports dropped by 28.6% to 

6.789 billion euros while imports were 

25.5% lower at 6.687 billion.

HuNGARy GROSS WAGES 
IN MAy HuF 390,000 

Gross wages came to 398,800 forints 

(EUR 1,150) in May, 9.4% higher than a 

year earlier, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. In the first five months of 

the year, gross wages were 390,000 

forints while net wages excluding 

in-kind benefits were 259,300, both 

8.8% up from the same period of the 

previous year. Private-sector wages 

came to 409,800 in May, with net 

earnings increasing by 9.4% to 265,200 

forints. In January-May, real wages rose 

by 5.1%, calculating with annual CPI of 

3.5%.

TV FIlM TO MARK 
MEMORIAl DAy OF ROMA 
HOlOCAuST

A television film will be premiered in 

Budapest’s Art+Cinema movie theatre 

on Saturday, the eve of the Memorial 

Day of the Roma Holocaust, organisers 

said. The film, “Darinka”, tells the story 

of young Roma girl working as a 

clown in her family’s travelling circus 

at the time of the Holocaust. She 

falls in love with a Hungarian man 

but they are separated when the 

deportations begin. However, they 

maintain contact throughout their 

lives.  Tamás Seres directed Darinka 

which stars Emilía Lovas, Ákos Orosz, 

Tibor Fehér and Franciska Törőcsik.  

The script was written for the stage. 

The organisers produced the film in 

response to restrictions due to the 

coronavirus epidemic. August 2 was 

named international day of the Roma 

Holocaust in 1972. Over 3,000 Roma 

prisoners killed that night in Auschwitz 

in 1944 are commemorated on that 

day. About 500,000 Roma, 10,000 

Hungarian Roma among them, are 

estimated to have been killed in Nazi 

camps, 23,000 of them in Auschwitz-

Birkenau.

BuDAPEST TECH 
uNIVERSITy JOINS 
EuROPEAN INNOVATION 
AllIANCE

The Budapest University of Technology 

and Economics (BME) has joined an 

alliance comprising ten European 

engineering universities aimed at 

developing innovative teaching 

methods and a uniform system 

of engineering degrees, the daily 

Magyar Nemzet said. The European 

Engineering Learning Innovation 

and Science Alliance (EELISA) has 

been awarded a 5 million euro grant 

from the European Commission for a 

three-year period, the paper said. As 

part of their alliance, EELISA member 

universities will share their education, 

research and development methods 

with each other, coordinate their 

degree programmes and organise 

joint courses, mobility schemes and 

competitions, Magyar Nemzet added. 

Balázs Vince Nagy, BME’s vice-rector 

for international affairs, told the paper 

that EELISA would “go well beyond” 

the university’s existing partnerships 

under the Erasmus student exchange 

programme. “The essence of EELISA 

is that instead of just linking institutes 

and departments, it will connect the 

entire university to the international 

bloodstream,” Nagy said. All 170,000 

students of the ten universities 

will have equal access to the same 

innovative methods and the results 

achieved under the partnership, he 

said, adding that the long-term goal 
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was for the universities to issue joint 

degrees that are recognised across the 

European Union.

lOT TO lAuNCH 
BuDAPEST-WROClAW 
FlIGHT

LOT Polish Airlines said it will launch 

a direct f light between Budapest 

and Wroclaw on August 24. The 

flight will operate once a week, 

on Mondays, but the timetable 

could be expanded depending 

on the pandemic, LOT said. LOT at 

present operates flights connecting 

its Budapest base with Warsaw, 

Dubrovnik, Varna and Seoul.

PÉCS ClINIC RECEIVES CT 
DETECTING PulMONARy 
CORONAVIRuS DAMAGE 

The clinic of Pécs University, in 

southern Hungary, has received a 

CT machine capable of detecting 

lung damage caused by the novel 

coronavirus. Tamás Schanda, a 

state secretary of the innovation 

and technology ministry, said 

at the event that the 133 million 

forint (EUR 385,000) device was 

purchased through the government’s 

coronavirus protection fund. The 

machine will help treatment and 

control of the disease, possibly 

providing speedier results than lab 

tests, he said.  Schanda noted that 

Hungary, unlike other countries, has 

managed to avoid mass infections 

and has effectively checked the 

spread of the virus. However, experts 

warn of a second wave in the autumn, 

he said.

NIGERIAN MAN CAuGHT 
WITH 1 KG OF DRuGS IN 
HIS BODy AT BuDAPEST 
AIRPORT

A Nigerian national was detained at 

Budapest’s Liszt Ferenc International 

Airport after he was caught trying to 

smuggle almost 1kg of cocaine and 

heroin into Hungary in his body, the 

tax and customs office (NAV) said. The 

man who had been travelling from 

Madrid sought to enter Hungary 

through the green corridor, NAV said. 

Excise officers conducted a search of 

his luggage and clothes but found 

no illegal substance among his 

belongings. After the man began 

behaving suspiciously, he was ordered 

to undergo a CT scan which revealed 

the presence of around 50 packets 

of drugs in his stomach. He was 

later revealed to have been carrying 

more than 810 grams of cocaine and 

66 grams of heroin, NAV said. Excise 

officers reported the suspect to 

airport police on suspicion of drug 

possession.

WATER POlO PlAyER 
FARAGÓ AWARDED 
SPORTSMAN OF THE 
NATION TITlE

Olympic, world and European 

champion water polo player Tamás 

Faragó was named Sportsman of the 

Nation, the official government gazette 

Magyar Közlöny said. Altogether 12 

sportsman may hold the title at all 

times in Hungary. The title comes 

with an annuity. Faragó was awarded 

the title after the death of Olympic 

champion water polo player György 

Kárpáti on June 17.


