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Speaking on the sidelines of a government meeting, Szijjártó said 806 medium-sized companies have already applied for 

a total of 169 billion forints (EUR 487.3m) in government support to undertake 377 billion forints’ worth of investments. 

Fully 491 companies have already received 113 billion forints, the minister said. Eight large companies have also registered 

their intent to invest 60 billion forints in total, he added. The government’s scheme to support companies in expanding 

abroad has received 14 applications for a total of 18 billion forints in export support, Szijjártó said. Meanwhile, 397 Hungarian 

companies have applied for support for investments in ethnic Hungarian regions abroad, with the investments totalling 

21 billion forints, he said. The investments undertaken by Hungarian businesses will also allow them to expand into new 

markets, Szijjártó said, adding that the government would provide these companies with all the support they need.

Hungarian companies have recognised that investment gives them the opportunity to 
gain a competitive edge over their regional and international peers, Foreign Minister 
Péter Szijjártó said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: INVESTMENT KEY TO COMPETITIVENESS

Coronavirus updates

National Election Committee meets

Stats office releases H1 construction 
figures

52nd Blue Ribbon Round the Lake 
Balaton Race
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Worker cleaning a glass building in downtown Budapest
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REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS INCREASE BY 
NINE

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased 

by nine to 4,465 over the past 24 

hours, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Wednesday morning. The number 

of fatalities remains unchanged 

at 596, while 3,339 people have 

made a recovery. There are 530 

active infections and 76 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in hospital 

for Covid-19, six on ventilators. Fully 

8,683 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of 

tests carried out stands at 333,446. 

New restrictions on entering the 

country came into force on July 

12, with the aim of preventing the 

import of infections from abroad. 

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on 

the severity of the infection rate 

in each country. This can include 

ordering home quarantine for 14 

days and compulsory testing. The 

government and the chief medical 

officer review the classification of 

the countries on a weekly basis. To 

avoid a flare-up of the epidemic, 

the government has cancelled the 

celebrations that draw large crowds 

on the August 20 national holiday, 

including the fireworks and the air 

show. Meanwhile, gatherings of more 

than 500 people are banned until 

August 15.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,037), followed by Pest 

County (682) and the counties of Fejér 

(380), Komárom-Esztergom (312) and 

Zala (265). Tolna County has the fewest 

infections (14).

GOVT OFFICIAL: LEFT-
WING TRYING TO THWART 
PEOPLE HAVING THEIR SAY

Hungary’s opposition parties are 

making a concerted effort to thwart 

people from having their say in the 

latest National Consultation survey 

mounted by the government to 

gauge public opinion on how to best 

handle the coronavirus pandemic, a 

spokesman for the co-ruling Christian 

Democrats said. Lőrinc Nacsa told a 

press conference that so far more 

than one million people had filled 

out the questionnaires on paper and 

online, while the opposition was 

doing all it could to prevent people 

from expressing their opinion. He 

accused opposition parties of stealing 

questionnaires from mailboxes and 

ripping them up, while at the same 

time mounting a campaign to 

discredit the National Consultation. 

Nacsa said the opposition had done 

the same when it came to previous 

public surveys on migration, 

economic policy and family policy. 

The Christian Democrat politician 

insisted the opposition failed to 

represent the Hungarian people 

or national interests, upholding 

foreign interests instead. The junior 

ruling party politician, referring to 

the questions put to Hungarian 

citizens, asked whether “we should 

let [financier] George Soros and similar 

financial speculators put Hungary 

into debt for an unforeseen period 

of time.” 

SZEGED OFFICIAL 
DETAINED OVER ALLEGED 
VAT FRAUD  

The National Tax and Customs Office 

(NAV) has detained Márton Joób, a 

municipal representative in Szeged, 

in southern Hungary, on charges of 

VAT fraud in the range of hundreds 

of millions of forints, news portal 

Origo reported. According to the 

portal, Joób, a councillor in charge of 

family affairs, welfare and sports, is “a 

close friend” of Szeged Mayor László 

Botka, a former Socialist politician. 

Origo said that a NAV investigation 

into Joób’s case has long been under 

way, adding, however, that the 

authority would not comment on 

the portal’s information regarding an 

ongoing case. The local government 

of Szeged said in a statement that 

they were “appalled” to learn about 

the alleged fraud. They added 

they had no knowledge about 

Joób’s affairs which they said “have 

nothing to do with [Joób’s] work as 

a councillor”. “We trust that the news 

in connection with his activities as 

an entrepreneur is not true and he 

will clear himself of the charges,” the 

local government said.
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SOCIALISTS APPEAL TO 
EC OVER MÁTRA POWER 
PLANT STATE PURCHASE

The opposition Socialist Party 

said it is turning to the European 

Commission over the recent purchase 

by the Hungarian state of a majority 

stake in the Mátrai Erőmű power 

plant, previously part of holdings 

controlled by business magnet Lőrinc 

Mészáros, citing alleged violation of 

EU competition rules. The party’s 

deputy leader, László Szakács, told a 

press conference on Facebook that the 

purchase of Hungary’s second biggest 

electricity generator by state-owned 

energy company MVM had been “a 

cloak and dagger deal”.

He said the government claimed 

the deal had cost 17.5 billion forints 

(EUR 50.43m). Documents released to 

the party upon its request, however, 

showed a total of 75 billion forints 

spent on the deal, he added. In 

addition to the purchase price, a 5 

billion forint shareholder loan was 

made to Mészáros, while there was 

also a 26 billion forint capital increase 

and repayments of loans also worth 

26 billion forints, he said. He said the 

government had justified the handout 

to “loss-making businesses” owned by 

Mészáros on the grounds of saving 

jobs, protecting the climate and 

ensuring energy security. The Socialist 

Party is turning to the EC over alleged 

state aid granted to a loss-making 

company, prohibited under EU law, 

Szakács said.

HUNGARY 3-MONTH 
JOBLESS RATE 4.6% AT 
END-JUNE 

Hungary’s three-month rolling average 

jobless rate up to end-June was 4.6%, 

0.5 of a percentage point higher than 

the previous three-month period 

and up 1.3 percentage points from 

twelve months earlier, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. The rate 

covers unemployment among those 

between the ages of 15 and 74. In 

absolute terms, there were 214,200 

unemployed, 24,000 more than in the 

previous month and up 58,700 from a 

year earlier.

Continuing a practice started a 

month earlier in connection with 

the coronavirus crisis, the KSH 

released data for the month of June 

alone showing the average number 

of jobless stood at 240,000, lifting 

the unemployment rate to 5.1%. 

In absolute terms, the number of 

jobless rose by 25,000 from May and 

was up 92,000 from the same month 

a year earlier. The three-month rolling 

average number of employed stood 

at 4,408,200 among 15- to 74-year-

olds in June, 102,600 fewer than 

in the same period a year earlier. 

The employment rate was 59.5%, 

down from 60.8% a year earlier. 

The number of employed included 

80,700 Hungarians in fostered work 

programmes and 98,000 working 

abroad. The number of those 

employed on the domestic primary 

labour market fell by 1.3% from a 

year earlier to 4,229,600, while the 

number of fostered workers dropped 

by 25.8%.

Government measures have helped 

save over 260,000 jobs during the 

coronavirus crisis, a state secretary 

at the innovation and technology 

ministry said, commenting on the 

figures. On the other hand, Sándor 

Bodó said, over 100,000 people have 

lost their jobs, bringing Hungary’s 

employed total down to 4.4 million. 

According to Bodó, 200,000 

employees have benefitted from 

job retentions subsidies, 40,000 from 

the government’s assistance to firms 

to create new jobs, as well as 20,000 

engineers working in research and 

development. 

Analysts said that reviving the 

economy in the second half of the 

year could somewhat improve the 

employment situation, but the 

government’s subsidies will expire 

or will be changed by the end of the 

summer, while company orders and 

revenues are not expected to return 

to their earlier level. Péter Virovácz, 

ING Bank’s chief analyst, said that the 

unemployment rate could further 

increase and reach 7-8% by the end 

of the year. He said that the April-June 

jobless rate was lower than expected, 

but noted that many Hungarians who 

are out of work failed to meet the 

criteria to qualify as “unemployed” 

in the statistical sense. Századvég 

economist Gábor Regős said there 

was a chance for a further increase 

in employment, but added that 

trends would be greatly influenced 
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by measures taken in response to a 

possible second wave of the epidemic 

globally, as well as by uncertainties 

around the restart of tourism and 

entertainment.

PANDEMIC PASSENGER 
VOLUME PLUNGE PUTS 
WIZZ AIR IN THE RED

Hungarian low-cost airline Wizz Air 

booked a 108 million euro loss in the 

first quarter of its business year started 

on April 1, an earnings report posted 

on the London Stock Exchange, 

where the company’s shares are 

listed, shows. Passenger numbers 

dropped by 93.2% to 707,184, while 

load factor declined 38.2 percentage 

points to 55.5%. Revenue dropped by 

86.9% to 90.8 million. Ticket revenue 

decreased by 92.2% to 29.4 million 

euros and ancillary revenue fell by 

80.3% to 61.4 million euros. Wizz Air 

CEO József Váradi said the airline 

“maintains strong market and liquidity 

positions after the first quarter”, 

noting that it was operating at around 

70% of capacity at the end of June, 

compared to an average 11.5% in the 

first quarter, and it had a cash balance 

of around 1.6 billion euros at the end 

of the quarter.

TWO PEOPLE SMUGGLERS, 
21 ILLEGAL MIGRANTS 
APPREHENDED IN NW 
HUNGARY

Police apprehended two Turkish 

people smugglers and 21 illegal 

migrants near Győr, in north-western 

Hungary, the Győr-Moson-Sopron 

County Police Headquarters said. The 

people smugglers and the migrants, 

who claimed to be Syrian citizens, 

were caught on the M1 motorway in 

an operation involving four counties 

after police stopped two vehicles that 

appeared to be travelling together. 

The two cars were carrying a total 

of 21 migrants, none of whom could 

produce personal identification 

or permits allowing them to be in 

Hungary.

NATIONAL HERITAGE DAYS 
TO OFFER ACCESS TO 
‘HIDDEN’ MONUMENTS IN 
SEPT 

Hungary’s National Heritage Days 

will offer the general public access 

to otherwise closed monuments and 

other treasures on September 19-20, 

the Prime Minister’s Office told MTI. 

According to the statement, several 

hundred sites will open up for the 

programme, which is part of the 

European Heritage Days initiative 

held in 50 countries each year. The 

programme showcases the country’s 

architectural and archaeological 

heritage, the statement said. The 

PM’s Office added that participating 

sites can be toured online should the 

coronavirus situation prohibit personal 

visits. Online registration is available at: 

http://oroksegnapok.gov.hu

NIGHT RUN COMPETITION 
TO BE HELD SAT

The Generali Night Run will be held 

for the seventh time in Budapest on 

Saturday, and feature competitions on 

a range of distances from 500 metres 

to half-marathon, organisers told MTI. 

The event held in the historic city 

centre is expected to draw some 4,000 

people, they said. Children’s races will 

be held in the afternoon on 500 and 

1,000 metres. Adults can compete on 

6, 9 or 21 kilometres, with the half-

marathon starting at 10pm, they said. 

In view of the coronavirus epidemic, 

hand sanitisers will be provided for 

participants and organisers will wear 

masks.


